
East Farms PTO Meeting – Tuesday, September 26, 2017 
 
 
Call to Order: 
 
The meeting of the East Farms PTO was called to order at 7:02 pm in the East Farms 
cafeteria. 
 
Attendance: 
 
An attendance sheet was available for all the parents and faculty to sign.  There were 20 
people in attendance:  Rafeena Lee, Sarah Burns, Kristen Kirsch, Karen Solomonides, 
Mike Dennison, Renee St. Hilaire, Ally Tuohy, Alexa Mason, Mary Ann Montano, Kevin 
Reindeau, Nichelle Mullins, Latonia Tabb, Penney Odell, Lisa Abel, Rebecca Hollyoak, 
Christina Kiley, Dan Kiley, Jessie Hardy, Charmaine Hardy and Rosa Moscarella. 
  
Acceptance of Last Minutes: 
 
A motion to approve the minutes from the May 16, 2017 PTO meeting was made by 
Kristen Kirsch.  The motion was approved by Sarah Burns.  
 
President’s Report: 
 
Rafeena Lee, current East Farms PTO President, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  She 
introduced herself and the PTO Board Members. Rafeena explained that the PTO helps to 
enrich the curriculum by providing financial support and volunteers for educational, 
cultural and social activities. For example: 
 

● this past Friday, the PTO paid for Backtrack, a vocal acapella group to perform at 
the cultural arts assembly. 

● on October 31st, 3rd and 4th grade students will go the Bushnell for a program on 
Marian Anderson. To reduce the price of student tickets, the PTO covers the cost 
of the buses.  

● The PTO paid for Hi Tech Hi Touch to conduct a classroom program for 
kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students. 

● In May, the PTO sponsors the Night of Arts and Culture and YARC Day.  
 

This year, the PTO has three goals: 
 

1. Explain what the PTO does/increase the flow of communication – we know 
families are busy and hope to make it easier to keep up with what's going on. We 
started the beginning of the school year with a PTO Welcome Letter, a speech at 
Curriculum Night and will continue with information in the Friday Folder and 
email blasts. We will try to provide seasonal overviews and highlight important 
deadlines in “coming up this week at East Farms” emails. 
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2. Provide opportunities for families to meet each other and get involved – ideas 

being considered include after school and Saturday playdates, Parents’ Night Out, 
a bus trip to an outlet mall, and a family style Mardi Gras event in February.  

 
3. Increase fundraising – it takes a significant amount of money to run our 

enrichment programs. There are a number of small fundraisers that are easy and 
can earn cash for our school, such as Stop & Shop gift cards and Box Tops for 
Education. Our biggest fundraiser is the East Farms 5K Run/Walk, which will be 
held April 22nd. It’s a wonderful event that truly showcases school and community 
spirit. You don’t need to be a runner to enjoy this event. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Rafeena welcomed our new PTO Treasurer, Mike Dennison. Mike is in the process of 
obtaining the financials from last year’s treasurer. He will have a report ready for our 
next meeting on November 9th. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
 
Renee St. Hilaire, the current East Farms Principal, thanked everyone for coming to the 
meeting.  She discussed the following: 
 

● Without the PTO, East Farms would not be able to offer our students enrichment 
activities, such as cultural arts events. We have wonderful traditions at East 
Farms, such as YARC Day and our Cultural Arts events in the spring. 
 

● East Farms had a very good opening day. Kindergarteners are doing well and all 
students are getting used to their routines.  
 

● There was a good turnout for Curriculum Night.  
 

● Improving communication is also an administration goal this year.  Check out our 
new Twitter account and Facebook page.  
 

● SBAC scores for 3rd and 4th grade students will be going home in the next few 
weeks. 

 
Teachers’ Report: 
 
Alexa Mason thanked all the families who provided food for the wonderful 
back-to-school breakfast. A special thank you also to Rebecca Hollyoak, who chaired the 
committee.  
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Mrs. Mason also thanked the PTO for funding the acapella assembly. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed the performance.  
 
EXCL Report: 
 
Kevin Reindeau, the EXCL program director, shared that the intramural sports program 
started and will continue throughout the year. Please refer to the Continuing Education 
program opportunities that are listed online.  
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Several committees updated the PTO on their progress thus far.  
 
Communications 

● Directory:  the password-protected, online directory is being drafted and will be 
available the second week of October. Hard copies of the directory will also be 
available for $5.  

● Website & Facebook: will be updated and managed by Kristen Kirsch. 
 

Community 
● Kindergarten Orientations:  Date TBD in May. 
● Halloween Game Night:  Save the date – October 20th – 2 sessions. Please bring a 

peanut-free packaged snack to donate to the nurse’s office for children who forget 
a snack. We’re looking for volunteers to shadow committee members and take the 
lead for next year.  

● Back to School Picnic:  held on September 22nd, had good turnout and everyone 
seemed to enjoy the food trucks.  

● Wolf Fund: the Nurse’s office is currently needs clothing donations, in case 
accidents occur. Please check the Friday Folders for more information.  

● Movie Night: will not be held this year due to low interest, snow dates. 
● East Farms 5K:  Save the date - April 22nd.  Two chairs needed, 1 for fundraising 

and 1 for logistics/race preparations. 
● Spirit Day:  Save the date – June 1st. 
● End of Year Picnic:  Save the date – May 31st. 

 
Parent/Teacher Partners 

● Room Parents: selected September 20th, room parents were notified by email, 
orientation scheduled for October 4th at 7pm. Mrs. Buccacio and Mrs. LaTour still 
need room parent volunteers.  
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Fundraising 
● Ca$h For Causes (Stop & Shop gift cards):  order forms were handed out at the 

picnic and an email will be sent out shortly. 
● Fall Fundraiser:  mums and honey were sold, a profit of $1700 will go towards 

supporting enrichment programs. 
● A+ Rewards: please see Friday Folders for information on how to register your 

card.  
● Box Tops:  first collection is October 13th. 
● Natures Open House – SUG sent out, over 100 tickets sold. Thank you Jon 

Borkowski! 
● Paul Cryan Photos:  scheduled for September 25th and 26th.  
● Eagle Open:  To Be Announced.  

 
Programs & Initiatives 

● Five Senses Garden: garden is overgrown and bees have taken up residence, need 
a short-term and long-term plan. 

● School Store: Seeking volunteers and committee chair.  
● Spirit Wear:  Will not be sold again this year, very few sales last year. 

 
Student Enrichment 

● Cultural Assemblies:  acapella group came for Arts and Culture assembly on 
September 22nd; 3rd and 4th graders going to Bushnell on October 31st. 

● Cultural Classroom:  Hi Tech Hi Touch will visit kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades. 
● Ski Club: SUG sent out, a mandatory safety meeting will be scheduled soon. Any 

3rd/4th grade parent with a student interested in participating is encouraged to 
attend. 

 
Closing Remarks: 
 
Rafeena solicited questions from those in attendance.  
 
Rosa Moscarella asked why there are no air conditioners in the classrooms. She 
suggested that parents would gladly pay for individual air conditioning units if it meant 
their children would be in a comfortable learning environment. 
 
Renee St. Hilaire explained that the issue was larger than buying individual air 
conditioning units. She explained that the wiring in the school could not support the 
electric load. Renee also mentioned that the town was looking at the infrastructure of all 
the schools and was coming up with a plan. 
 
 

4 
 



Sarah Burns said that, although people don’t like politics, they need to understand money 
allocation in our town is a political decision. She urged people to educate themselves on 
the issues and vote in the upcoming election. 
  
Since there were no other questions, Rafeena thanked all those who attended the meeting. 
 
Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm.  
  
 
 

Respectively submitted by Karen Solomonides, Secretary 
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