
May 5, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
Today, Governor Lamont has ordered all Connecticut schools to extend the school closure 
period through the end of the 2019-2020 school year due to the COVID-19 global pandemic. 
We are deeply saddened to learn that we will not be able to join together as a school district 
community prior to the end of the school year.  At the same time, we understand the importance 
of extending the social distancing period through the end of the school year to ensure better 
outcomes for our loved ones and community.  
 
Given this news, here are some additional updates:  

● FPS Connected Learning (CL):  CL will continue through the last day of school on June 
11, 2020.  As previously shared, we will follow our regular school schedule for the 
remainder of the school year.  All schools are planning virtual events to celebrate the 
end of this school year.  Principals will be sending information out as soon as plans are 
finalized.  

● FPS Connected Learning Survey:  Many thanks to the students and families who have 
already participated in the FPS Connected Learning survey.  If you have not done so, 
please  complete the survey by Friday of this week. Your feedback is extremely helpful in 
planning for continuous improvement in CL going forward. As always, please contact 
your child’s teacher or your school’s principal if you need additional support at home.  

● Class of 2020 Graduation:  Dr. Hurwitz, the FHS team and I have been working with 
the FVHD and the FPD to determine the best plan going forward for the Class of 2020’s 
graduation ceremony.  We are also working with student and parent leaders to plan for 
this event. We will adhere to the guidance of FVHD, DPH and the Governor’s office to 
ensure the safety and well-being of our students.  As soon as plans are finalized, the 
information will be sent out to FHS families. 

● CIAC Update:  Given Governor Lamont’s announcement of school closure for the 
remainder of the school year, the CIAC has released the following statement, “Therefore, 
there will not be a 2020 CIAC spring sports season. The CIAC empathizes with our 
school communities and the experiences lost due to COVID-19. Our focus is now on 
completing guidelines for summer contact and resocialization of CIAC sports in the fall.” 
Again, this is extremely difficult news to receive.  Our hearts go out to our talented and 
dedicated FHS athletes and coaching staff.  

● 2020-2021 Budget:  As stated in my last communication, the 2020-2021 budget is 
scheduled to be approved on May 12.  At the April 28 Town Council meeting, it was 
announced that the school district’s budget will be reduced by approximately $1,200,000 
in the salary line for the 2020-2021 school year.  Once the budget is finalized, the impact 
of the budget reductions will be shared with you.  

● 2020-2021 School Year:  We are currently planning for the 2020-2021 school year. We 
are developing a phased approach to planning for the return to school as recommended 
by the CDC.  This requires a great deal of collaboration with several partners (FVHD, 



DPH, Governor’s Office and CSDE) and thorough planning to ensure we are fully 
prepared for the opening of the next school year.  

● Technology:  We continue to provide chromebooks for families in need.  We have 
ordered more chromebook cases and we are working with our partners to source 
additional chromebooks and repair parts.  There will be more information in the coming 
weeks about additional large chromebook distributions.  

● 2020 Summer School:  We will not proceed with K-8 summer school this summer due 
to previous reductions to the 2020-2021 budget.  At this time, summer high school credit 
recovery and K-12 Extended School Year (ESY) for students who require summer 
programming through their IEP will be held.  If permissible, we hope to provide EXCL 
programming as well.  In all instances, we will follow the guidance of DPH, FVHD and 
the Governor’s office when planning summer programming.  We plan to provide learning 
and enrichment opportunities through our Learn@Home webpage for the summer 
months.  It will be renamed Summer Learn@Home and we will place resources for 
families on this site to access throughout the summer.  

● Teacher Retirements:  The following educators will retire at the end of this school year. 
Normally, we would celebrate these outstanding educators who have given so much to 
the Farmington schools through various end of year events.  Given the Governor’s 
announcement, I thought I would share this information with you.  Please join me in 
celebrating our dedicated and talented retirees.  They will be deeply missed: 
-Silvia Bettega, World Language Teacher at West Woods Upper Elementary School 
-Mary Bucaccio, Grade 4 Teacher at East Farms School 
-Patricia Farrah, Library Media Specialist at Union School 
-Bonnie Frascadore, Language Arts Teacher at Irving A. Robbins School 
-Kathy Helfrich, Grade 4 Teacher at West District School 
-Ann Hughes, Kindergarten Teacher at East Farms School. 
-Kathy Iannucci, Special Education Teacher at West District School. 
-Maryanne Mattie Johnson, Strings Teacher at West District School and Noah Wallace School 
-Ed Manfredi, Physical Education Department Chair at Farmington High School 
-Maureen Ross Hickey, Literacy Interventionist at Noah Wallace School 
-Michelle Sheridan, Physical Education Teacher at East Farms School 
-Joanne White, Physics Teacher at Farmington High School 
-Bonnie Zinn, Kindergarten Teacher at East Farms School 

● Kindergarten Registration: As a reminder, we are currently accepting on-line 
registrations for kindergarten.  It is important to have an early indication of our 
kindergarten enrollment for planning purposes.  If you have a child who will begin 
kindergarten in the coming year, please begin the on-line registration as soon as 
possible.  

 

I want to wish all Farmington moms a Happy Mother’s Day! Your support during CL has 
helped to keep our students connected to us, connected to learning and connected to one 
another.  Please know how much we appreciate you!  I hope you can find time to celebrate and 

https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/learnathome/home
https://www.fpsct.org/district-information/school-registration


express sincere appreciation to the loving and amazing moms throughout our school district 
community this weekend. 
 
Although we continue to practice physical distancing, we hope to find ways to engage in some 
of our typical end of year events and celebrations.   Please know that more detailed information 
about school-based traditions, events and celebrations will be provided in the near future.  In all 
aspects of our decision-making, we will place students at the center.  
 
Once again, thank you for your partnership and support.  As we proceed through the end of the 
school year, we will remain connected through CL and special events. Although we miss being 
together as a school district community, the connections through CL and events are critical 
during this challenging time.  I hope you and your loved ones remain safe and well.  
 
Sincerely, 
Kathleen C. Greider 
Superintendent 

 
 
 


