
October 2, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
Happy October!  I hope you had a productive and joy-filled week.  If you have a chance, please 
view a new feature on our website that highlights scrolling school district news items.  Also, if 
you haven’t already followed your school on Twitter, please consider doing so.  Our school 
leaders, faculty and departments share interesting topics, informational items and good news on 
our Twitter feed @FPSFarmingtonCT. School Twitter feeds are displayed on each school 
webpage for easy access.  Lastly, please download the latest version of the FPSApp.  Important 
information such as weather related school closings and delays, as well as links to lunch menus 
and events calendars are available through the FPSApp and updated on a regular basis to keep 
our school district community informed and engaged.  The app can be downloaded by going to 
https://www.fpsct.org/weather from your mobile device. 
 
In close consultation with the FVHD, students in grades 5-6 will begin Full In-Person Learning 
on Monday, October 5, 2020 for Cohorts A and B.   A letter from Dr. Blore was released on 
Tuesday of this week to announce our Full In-Person Learning return for grades 5-6 at West 
Woods Upper Elementary School, including details about arrival/dismissal as well as other 
important updates.  Please know that this decision was made in partnership with the FVHD 
utilizing current health trends.  
 

Reminders:  
 Week of Monday, October 5, 2020 

 
GRADES 5-6 

Grades 5-6 Students in Cohorts A and B will begin Full In-Person Learning on Monday, 
October 5, 2020 at West Woods Upper Elementary School.  

Grades 5-6 Students in Cohort C will engage in Interactive Learning. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

GRADES PREK-4 
PreK-4 Students in Cohorts A and B continue Full In-Person Learning.  

PreK-4 Students in Cohort C continue to engage in Interactive Learning. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

GRADES 7-12 
Grades 7-12 ONLY:  The week of Tuesday, October 5, 2020 Cohort A’s in-person 

learning week.  
Grades 7-12 ONLY:  Cohorts B and C will be engaging in Interactive Learning next 

week.   

 

Updates for this week: 

Tentative Staggered Transition By Grade Level to Full In-Person Learning (Updated): Please 
see the tentative staggered schedule back to Full In-Person Learning Model for grades 7-12 (IAR 

https://www.fpsct.org/weather


and FHS) below.  This is a tentative schedule because we need to continue to monitor health 
trends as we progress through the coming days.  If there are any changes to this tentative 
staggered schedule for a Full In-Person Learning Model, we will alert families immediately.  

Please note that the third group tentatively scheduled to return to Full In-Person Learning is 
Grades 7-8 on October 14, 2020.  

 If Health Trends Remain Low (October 14- October 30): 
 

Week  Cohort Attending 
In-Person Learning  

Cohort Engaged 
in FPS Interactive 
Learning (IL) 

Tentative Staggered Full 
In-Person Return PreK-12 

October 14-16 
(October 12 and 13 
are Days Off-No 
School) 
 

B Cohort (Grades 
9-12 Only)  
 
 

A Cohort (Grades 
9-12 Only) 
 
C Cohort 
(PreK-12) 

Grades 7-8  
(FHS) Transition to Full 
In-Person Return 

October 19-23 
 

Possible Pre-K-12 
Full In-Person 
 
 

C Cohort 
(PreK-12) 

Grades 9-12  
(FHS) Transition to Full 
In-Person Return 

October 26-30 Possible PreK-12 Full 
In-Person 

 
 

C Cohort  
(PreK-12) 

 

 
As highlighted above, we hope to be engaged in a Full PreK-12 In-Person Learning Model by late 
October with a continued component of remote only learning (Interactive Learning) for students in 
Cohort C.  Please note that due to challenges related to cohorting and undersized spaces at FHS, 
we are encountering some challenges related to our Full In-Person Return for grades 9-12.  FHS is 
working closely with the FVHD to address issues stemming from the lack of cohorting as well as 
undersized spaces at FHS related specifically to a Full In-Person return.  Dr. Hurwitz, FHS 
Principal, will keep FHS families informed as we continue to work in partnership with the FVHD in 
the coming days.  If there are any changes to our schedule for the FHS Full In-Person Return, we 
will inform the FHS school community.  
 

*Please remember that dates of the staggered return to Full In-Person 
Learning are subject to change given “real time” COVID-19 health trends, 

unexpected issues and/or other factors. 
 

Updated Health Protocols and Positive COVID-19 Cases:  The FVHD updated our Health 
Protocols document to align to updated DPH guidance.  As you know, we have experienced 
additional positive cases this week. Please review our updated district-wide health protocols 
document carefully.  This document provides guidance to all families about when to keep children 
at home due to illness or COVID-19 related symptoms and when children may return to school 
(see pages 30-33). Also, Addendum 5 from CT’s Reopening Schools document also provides 

https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/health-and-safety
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/health-and-safety
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Addendum-5-Interim-Guidance-for-Responding-to-COVID-19-Scenarios-in-CT-School-Districts.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf


scenarios for families to review and follow if children experience COVID-19 related symptoms.  At 
all times, we ask that you keep your school nurse informed of student illnesses.  
 
Health Reminders:  Please remember to complete a daily temperature and symptom check 
prior to the start of school each day and keep your children home if they are presenting with a 
fever or any symptoms of illness.  Please keep the definition of close contact in your thoughts as 
you make decisions about engaging in activities outside of school hours.  Close contact occurs 
when you are less than 6 feet from another individual for more than 15 minutes.  When an 
individual comes in “close contact” with another individual who tests positive, a 14 day quarantine 
must occur to prevent further spread of the virus.  Lastly, please remember to ensure your 
children avoid large gatherings, maintain appropriate social distancing and wear masks as 
required outside of school hours.  As you know, we all have an important role in keeping our 
school communities healthy during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  
K-12 Facility Ventilation Review:  After a thorough outside review of all ventilation systems 
throughout our schools, please see the executive summary report completed by Consulting 
Engineering Services, Inc. (CES), an outside engineering firm specializing in ventilation systems.  
 
FHS Ad Hoc Committee (click here):  The FHS Ad Hoc Committee has met twice over the last 
few weeks.  A letter that provides an update of the committee’s work is in each school’s Friday 
Folder.  Please take a look at this important communication update. The purpose of the FHS Ad 
Hoc committee is to engage in a community discussion, with the assistance of experts in the field, 
on the subjects of race, culture, and the use of Native American school mascots, symbols and 
names. The committee’s goal will be to advise the Board of Education regarding the impact of 
utilizing Native American symbols and names as school mascots, and to present a 
recommendation regarding the possible selection of a new mascot. Please remain connected to 
the important work of this committee through the committee’s community engagement process.  

 
I am deeply grateful to all members of our school district for your partnership, hard work and 
care for our students and one another. The foundation of true happiness in life is gratitude.  My 
heart is filled with overwhelming joy due to my profound gratitude and appreciation of all 
members of the Farmington school district community.  I hope you have a wonderful weekend 
with time outside to enjoy the autumn weather.  
 
Best, 
Kathy 

https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/health-and-safety
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/facilities
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/fhsadhoccommittee/home
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/fhsadhoccommittee/home
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/fhsadhoccommittee/home

