
May 22, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
I hope you and your families are well.  As we enter the Memorial Day holiday weekend, we 
honor those brave men and women in the military who sacrificed their lives for our freedom and 
safety.  Please join me in honoring our nation’s heroes this Memorial Day. 
 
We have experienced a heightened sense of gratitude for the extraordinary efforts of so many 
during the past few months.  Gratitude for the helpers that have made this time a little easier 
and gratitude for the health and safety of our loved ones.  I hope you and your family enjoy a 
safe and very special holiday weekend together.  
 
I have just a few updates for you: 
 
Chromebook Distribution:  Next week, we plan to send out a communication about early 
distribution of Chromebooks for the 2020-2021 school year.  This early distribution will assist 
students over the summer with our Summer Learn@Home website’s learning activities to 
continue learning throughout the summer months.  In addition, an early distribution of 
Chromebooks assists with planning for the 2020-2021 school year in case we face a number of 
different scenarios related to the return to school.  
 
End of Year Celebrations and End of Year Schedule:  Each school has planned end of year 
celebrations.  These symbolic events are important to all members of our school district.  Please 
check your email and Friday Folders for up-to-date information on end of year celebrations for 
your child(ren)’s school.  As a reminder, June 10 is an early release PD Day for the school 
district.  Our last day of school (June 11) is also a student early release day.  
 
Summer School:  Here is a reminder of what is being offered this summer: 
Not Offered:  

● SEA - Summer Explorations Academy, K to 8 and  Band Camp 
Offered:  

● Online Learning - Performing Arts Academies (Strings, Musical Theater), Cultural Arts 
and Technology, and other Enrichment Programming K to 12 

● Limited On-site Programming - EXCL Summer Camp 
● Mostly Online Learning with Limited On-site Programming - ESY -Extended School Year 

mandated programming 
● Online Learning:  Credit Recovery at FHS 

 
2020-2021 Budget:  At the May 12 Town Council meeting, the Board of Education’s Capital 
budget was reduced $710,000 for a total 2020-2021 Board Capital budget of $821,983.  The 
Board’s operating budget was reduced by $200,000 for a total 2020-2021 Board operating 
budget of $69,976,581.  At the Board’s May 18 meeting, the following reductions totalling 
$200,000 were made resulting in the elimination of the following positions for the coming school 
year: 

● Part time Communication Specialist 
● Summer maintenance help 
● 1.0 Library Clerk 



● .5 Special Education teacher (new position in the 2020-2021 budget) 
● .2 Preschool teacher (new position in the 2020-2021 budget) 
● 1.0 Elementary Strings teacher (Strings will not be offered in 2nd grade in 2020-2021) 
● .2 Assistive Technology support  
● Slight reduction in utilities 

 
Each of these reductions were extremely difficult as each position and element of our budget 
contributes to our school district’s success.  Although most of the reductions were vacant 
positions due to the anticipation of a reduction to our operating budget, there is an impact with 
any reduction.  This is especially the case this year because the 2020-2021 budget was 
reduced multiple times during the budget development and approval process.  We thank all 
members of our school district community for your support, patience and understanding as we 
finalized this difficult and extremely challenging budget approval process.  
 
Material Pick-Up:  Each school is following safety and health guidelines related to student 
material pick-up. Schools will communicate a schedule for material pick-up at each school site. 
When families pick up materials, each student will receive a bag of personal materials from their 
classroom/locker.  Chromebook pick-ups may be combined with materials pick-up to minimize 
the number of trips families need to make to school. Teachers and staff are working diligently to 
ensure all materials are ready for pick-up from school prior to the end of the school year.  
 
Class of 2020:  We are excited to celebrate the Class of 2020 at the Farmington Polo Grounds 
on June 11.  This week, the Farmington Board of Education approved an early release day on 
November 24, 2020 for FHS only so that the Class of 2020 has an opportunity to return and visit 
with administrators, faculty and staff. The Class of 2020 made this request and the Board of 
Education was thrilled to approve their request.  
 
As we enter the final three weeks of school, I could not be more proud of all members of the 
Farmington Public Schools.  We made it through this difficult time together.  At times, it was very 
challenging and I know the extended closure of school and the many cancellations of special 
events were heartbreaking for our students, families, faculty and staff.  It was especially difficult 
for the Class of 2020.  Through it all, we found strength in one another.  My heart is full and I will 
always remember this time with pride and appreciation for the amazing and extraordinary 
members of the Farmington school district community.  
 
I hope you have a wonderful holiday weekend.  
 
Sincerely, 

Kathy 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 
 


