
September 11, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
Today, our schools engaged in a moment of silence for the first responders and victims of 9/11. 
Our hearts go out to the many families who lost loved ones on 9/11 as well as those first 
responders who courageously ran toward danger to save the lives of others. Please join me in 
taking time to remember all those individuals and families who were impacted by the tragic loss 
of precious lives on 9/11.  
 

Reminder:  Week of September 14, 2020 
Next week is Cohort B’s in-person learning week.  

Cohorts A and C will be engaging in Interactive Learning next week.   

 
Here are some updates for this week:  
 
Health Protocols:   If you have not already done so, please review our health protocols for 
this school year that were created in consultation with the FVHD and with guidance from DPH. 
These protocols will provide you with information about how the school district will approach all 
health related protocols this school year.  
 
Daily At Home Screenings:  Please remember to check your child(ren)’s temperature and 
check for symptoms of illness each morning prior to the start of the school day.  This is one of 
the best mitigation practices that families, faculty, and staff can engage in to minimize the 
spread of illness.  If your child has any signs of illness, please keep your child at home and 
contact the school as well as your child’s physician.  We see many districts experiencing cases 
of COVID-19 and we expect to also experience positive cases here in Farmington. When we all 
work together to minimize the spread of illness through daily home screenings, remaining home 
when ill, mask wearing, maximizing social distancing, hand washing and hand sanitizing as well 
as cleaning of frequently touched surfaces, we create better outcomes for all members of our 
school district community.  
 
Communication Protocols:   With the guidance and assistance of the FVHD, we have 
developed protocols for communicating to our school communities if we experience a positive 
case of COVID-19. Please immediately contact the school nurse if your child has been exposed 
to an individual who has tested positive or if your child has tested positive for COVID-19.  In the 
case that we are notified that a student, faculty, or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 
who has been in a school prior to testing positive, we will identify those members of a 
class/classes or cohort who have had close contact with the individual who has tested positive. 
Close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of an individual for more than 15 minutes. 
In some limited circumstances, we may implement a short-term closure (ex. 1-3 days) if 
needed in consultation with the FVHD. This would only be needed if additional time is required 

https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/COVID-19_Protocols_-_Final.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/parents_daily_checklist_final.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/parents_daily_checklist_final.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/parents_daily_checklist_final.pdf


for the FVHD to engage in contact tracing.  Please remember, students impacted by a short 
term closure or quarantine due to a positive COVID-19 case will engage in Interactive Learning 
to ensure continuity of instruction.  Here are the steps we will take if a student, faculty, or staff 
member tests positive for COVID-19:  

● If an individual tests positive for COVID-19, we will engage the 
Farmington Valley Health Department (FVHD) in contact tracing and 
quarantine individuals as necessary; 

● We will notify members of the school community if an individual within 
the school community tests positive; and 

● We will not release the name of any individual who tests positive. We 
will, as noted above, work with the health department in making 
determinations about who must be quarantined if necessary. 

Our nurses have illness tracking protocols in place including a separate space to quarantine 
individuals who are not feeling well at any time during the day. In collaboration with the FVHD, 
the school district will provide families with guidance about when students should remain home 
due to illness or when students experience close contact with an individual who has COVID-19 
on a case-by-case basis. Again, we will need families to immediately communicate with us when 
students or family members have been exposed to or contracted COVID-19. In all 
communications, we will focus on HIPAA confidentiality and privacy requirements in consultation 
with the FVHD. As highlighted in Farmington’s Return to School plan, please make 
emergency back up plans for your family as we may need to quickly shift from one learning 
model to another at any point during the coming school year due to positive COVID-19 cases 
within a classroom, cohort, or school and/or COVID-19 health trends. 

Important Reminders from previous communications:  

Additional and Tentative School Calendar Adjustments:  At the next Board of Education 
meeting, we will be proposing three days off for students to allow faculty to engage in additional 
professional learning.  We focused on extending weekends and holiday breaks with these three 
tentative days off: 

● Friday, September 25, 2020-Long Weekend (PD Day for faculty only, No school for 
students) 

● Tuesday, October 13, 2020-Long Weekend (PD Day for faculty and staff, No school 
for students) 

● Wednesday, November 25, 2020-Extended Thanksgiving Holiday (PD Day for faculty 
only, No school for students)  

 
This calendar change requires Board of Education approval. If these changes are approved by 
the Board of Education, we will send out an updated district-wide calendar to alert you of these 
school year calendar changes.  

https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/2020_FPS_Return_To_School.pdf


Tentative Staggered Transition By Grade Level to Full In-Person Learning Model: Please 
see the tentative transition schedule back to Full In-Person Learning Model below.  

 If Health Trends Remain Low (September 29- October 30): 
 

Week  Cohort 
Attending 
In-Person 
Learning  

Cohort 
Engaged in 

FPS 
Interactive 

Learning (IL) 

Possible (Not Yet 
Finalized) Staggered 

Full In-Person 
Return PreK-12 

Lunch Served Daily 
for both In-Person 
and IL.  Is Grab and 
Go Lunch available 
for families in need 
engaging in  K-12 IL 
on any given school 

day? 

September 
29-October 2 

(September 28 
is a Day Off--No 

School) 

B Cohort A Cohort 
C Cohort 

Grades PreK-4 
(Elementary 

Schools) Transition 
to Full In-Person 

Return 

Yes 

October 5-9 A Cohort B Cohort 
C Cohort 

Grades 5-8  
(WW and IARl) 

Transition to Full 
In-Person Return 

Yes 

October 14-16 
(October 12 and 
13 are Days 
Off-No School) 

B Cohort A Cohort 
C Cohort 

Grades 9-12  
(FHS) Transition to 

Full In-Person 
Return 

Yes 

October 19-23 Possible 
Pre-K-12 Full 

In-Person 
 

Cohorts A/B 

Possible 
Pre-K Full 
In-Person 

 
C Cohort 

 Yes 

October 26-30 Possible 
PreK-12 Full 

In-Person 
 

Cohorts A/B 

Possible 
PreK-12 Full 

In-Person 
 

C Cohort  

 Yes 

As highlighted above, we hope to be engaged in a Full PreK-12 In-Person Learning Model by 
mid to late October with a continued component of remote only learning for students with 
medical concerns or for other reasons.  

 



*Please remember that dates and the staggered return to Full In-Person Learning 
are subject to change given “real time” COVID-19 health trends, unexpected 
issues and/or other factors.  
 
I extend my deepest appreciation to our faculty, staff, and administration for their outstanding 
efforts during our transition back to school. We have an outstanding team here in Farmington, 
and we are thrilled that we are together once again as a close and caring school district 
community.  In addition, our students have done an excellent job engaging in learning both 
remotely and in-person.  Thank you for your patience and understanding as we continue 
through the first weeks of school.  Together, we will continue to work in partnership to provide 
engaging learning experiences that have value and meaning to all learners here in Farmington.  
 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend! 
 
Best, 
Kathy 


