
May 15, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
I hope you are enjoying the seasonal weather.  The sunshine has a way of lifting our spirits and 
giving us hope that summer is just around the corner.  It has been a busy few days for the 
school district and I want to provide some updates to keep you informed:  
 
Class of 2020 Graduation:  Dr. Hurwitz, along with the FHS team and student leaders, have 
announced that our 2020 graduation ceremony will take place on June 11 (rain date June 15) in 
cars on the Farmington Polo Grounds to ensure appropriate social distancing. We worked 
closely with the FVHD, FPD, Farmington Polo Grounds, students and parents to plan this event 
and we thank our amazing partners for their support and guidance throughout the planning 
process.  With the health and safety of our students and families at the forefront of 
decision-making, we have a very special graduation planned and we look forward to celebrating 
the extraordinary Class of 2020 on June 11.  Given the limitations we are facing due to the 
global pandemic, the event is private and only open to graduates and family members who can 
safely fit into one vehicle as well as faculty/staff and public officials.   For more information, 
please visit the Farmington High School Graduation Website. 
 

 
 
FHSBC Update: This week, the Town Council made a decision to not include the FHS Building 
Project on the November ballot and place the building project on a temporary pause. Given the 
many uncertainties we are facing due to the global pandemic, the temporary pause means that 
the FHSBC will continue to meet monthly until a new referendum date can be determined and 
we can fully resume the process in the near future.  The FHSBC, in collaboration with TSKP 
Studios and CSG, will complete the schematic design phase of the project within the net 
municipal project cost range.  Once completed, the TSKP will formally submit these documents 
to the FHSBC. This is only a temporary pause and we look forward to continuing the work of the 
FHSBC in the near future as this is a critical and urgent need for the school district.  

https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/fhs-graduation/home


 
2020-2021 Budget:  The Town Council also made the decision to shift the approach to budget 
reductions within the 2020-2021 budget at the May 12 Town Council meeting.  The Town 
Council approved a budget that maintains a 0% tax increase for the 2020-2021 fiscal year by 
reducing municipal and school Capital budgets to avoid substantial reductions in the operating 
budget. The Town’s operating budget was reduced by $100,000 and the school district’s 
operating budget was reduced by $200,000. These budgetary cuts may impact some staffing 
positions, but the reductions will not result in initial layoffs or a significant impact on any one 
program. If there is a need for more reductions within the 2020-2021 fiscal year due to lower 
than anticipated tax collection, we will keep you informed.  
 
Reopen Connecticut Advisory Committee:  This state-level committee is working diligently to 
provide guidance to school districts across Connecticut using a phased planning process for the 
eventual reopening of schools.  At the same time, we are also engaged in district-level planning 
using CDC recommendations and other resources to inform a proactive planning process.  The 
health and safety of our students, faculty and staff remains at the forefront of all 
decision-making.  
 
Summer School Update:  Here are some quick updates about summer programming: 

● Not Offered:  SEA - Summer Explorations Academy, K to 8  
● Online Learning - Performing Arts Academies (Strings, Band, Musical Theater), Cultural 

Arts and Technology, and other Enrichment Programming K to 12 
● If Possible, Limited On-site Programming - EXCL Summer Camp 
● Awaiting Further Guidance - ESY -Extended School Year Programming 
● Online Learning - Credit Recovery at FHS 

We are closely monitoring the guidance from DPH, CSDE and the Governor’s office for all 
summer programming offerings. Please understand that this is an evolving situation and our 
plans are subject to change given the guidance we receive from health experts.  
 
We are planning to launch a Summer Learn@Home website that will be updated regularly 
throughout the summer to ensure students remain engaged in learning experiences through the 
summer months.  More information will be provided about the Summer Learn@Home website in 
the coming weeks.  

FPS Connected Learning (CL): I have been fortunate to participate in live FPS Connected 
Learning (CL) lessons with students, faculty and staff.  It has been wonderful to connect and 
watch the lessons and interactions that are occurring across schools.  When we first imagined 
and developed CL, we wanted to ensure students were connected to us, connected to learning 
and connected to one another. CL is truly a collaborative endeavor and I extend my deepest 
appreciation to our students, faculty, staff and families!  With the recent CL survey, we continue 
to learn even more about what is working well and what we can improve upon as we progress 
through the remainder of the school year.  Thank you so much for your support, feedback and 
collaboration during the past two months of CL.  



We feel extremely fortunate to partner with you and your children each day.  It is an honor and a 
privilege to serve the students and families of Farmington.  Our community prioritizes excellence 
in education and this commitment to a quality education inspires us to continuously learn and 
improve as a school district community.   I hope you have a wonderful weekend.   Enjoy the 
sunshine!  
 
Sincerely, 
Kathy Greider 
Superintendent 


