
 

 
October 23, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
I, along with Farmington town officials, were part of a state-level call that included several other 
towns in Connecticut.  The purpose of the call was to alert us and other towns that increased 
case rates of COVID-19 may necessitate a potential Orange or Red Alert for communities:  
 

● Orange Zone: If case rates are 10-14 cases per 100,000 per day (14 day rolling 
average), a town will receive an orange alert.  

● Red Zone: If case rates are 15 or more cases per 100,000 per day (14 day rolling 
average), a town will receive a red alert.  
 
 

 
Social gatherings statewide, regionally and within our community continue to be a significant 
factor when it comes to the spread of this illness.  We continue to experience that trend in our 

 IMPORTANT COVID-19 RELATED MESSAGE  

We were informed that the Farmington community is in the Orange Zone this week. 
 
At this time, the Farmington community is experiencing a higher confirmed case rate 
which places Farmington in the Orange Zone.  In the last fourteen days, the Farmington 
community has experienced a total of 37 cases with a case rate of 10.4 per 100,000 
population. According to the FVHD, the higher case rate has been attributed to clusters 
in single households which have since been isolated as well as confirmed cases 
among healthcare workers.  Returning from travel or having visitors from another state 
have also contributed to higher case rates. At this time, the FVHD shared that the 
current small number of confirmed school-aged cases in the region are not related to 
in-school activities and we are not experiencing secondary spread within schools at 
this time.  Thus, our in-school mitigation strategies continue to be a strong factor in 
slowing the spread of illness within school communities.  
 

The FVHD has recommended we continue in our current learning models 
 (PreK-8 Full In-Person and 9-12 Hybrid).  

  
We, along with the FVHD, will continue to closely monitor health data trends (actual 
number and case rate) for our community in the coming week.  If the case rate 
continues to rise, it may necessitate a move back to a Hybrid Learning Model for some 
or all grade levels.  That being said, please continue to be prepared for any changes to 
our current approach if needed. 

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/COVID-19-Data-Tracker


own confirmed cases within the school district.  We have been asked to reinforce the following 
with our school district community: 
 

● Remember the 3 W’s: Wear a mask, Watch your distance (6 feet apart), Wash your 
hands 

● Avoid large events and limit time with non-family members outside of school 
● Smaller gatherings should also be avoided whenever possible, especially if individuals 

are not wearing masks or not maintaining a distance of over 6 feet apart 
● Stay home when you have symptoms of illness and seek testing.  The symptoms of 

COVID-19 can look like many other illnesses, so it is important to get tested.  
● Stay home or keep your children home if you are awaiting test results 
● Isolate when you have been quarantined 

 
These reminders are even more important now that we are experiencing increases in case rates 
here in Farmington.  We, along with the FVHD, will closely monitor the number of confirmed 
cases, case rate and the information associated with the FVHD’s contract tracing which 
provides a context of what is driving the increases to determine next steps.  If we need to make 
any changes to our current approach, we won’t hesitate to do so in consultation with the FVHD 
and we will keep you informed at all times.  As always, thank you for being a part of creating 
better health outcomes for our schools and community.  
 
Sincerely, 
Kathy 


