
July 31, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
I hope you had a wonderful week.  We continue to work diligently at the district and school 
levels to prepare for the return to school.  
 
Here are some updates for this week:  
 
Return to School 2020-2021:  As you know, the approach to Connecticut’s return to school has 
been an In-Person Learning Model with an option of temporary remote learning for families of 
children with medical concerns or other reasons.  This week, Governor Lamont spoke at a press 
conference about emerging flexibility within each district’s approach to our return to school.  
 
From the beginning of our planning process, we have communicated that any approach to our 
return to school (In-Person, Hybrid, or Remote Only Learning Models) could ultimately shift 
given the potential for changes in COVID-19 health data trends. One critical aspect of 
decision-making is the need for health data indicators or thresholds to determine when a shift 
from one learning model to another should occur.  Yesterday, the CSDE distributed Guidance 
for Decision-Making Regarding the Use of In-Person, Hybrid (Blended), or Remote 
Learning Models that describes data thresholds or “leading and secondary indicators” as well 
as other key factors to utilize when making decisions to move from one learning model to 
another.  This information is vital in making timely and informed decisions in consultation with 
the FVHD about which learning model is most appropriate at any given time with a focus on the 
health and safety of all members of our school district community.  As a Farmington Valley 
region, we will review these health data thresholds with the FVHD next week to obtain further 
clarity in order to plan for next steps.  Here is an excerpt from the guidance document that 
provides information on how to use the data thresholds within the guidance document: 
 

Leading and Secondary Indicators will be updated by DPH on a weekly basis. 
Representative experts from the State Departments of Education and Public Health and 
local health departments will review the data on a weekly basis and make any 
recommended changes between the “Low” “Moderate” and “High” categories by county 
each week. The “low” and “moderate” categories indicate conditions in the area are 
appropriate for schools to provide at least a partial in-school option to students. The district 
and building-level decisions will ultimately be made at the local level. However, should a 
district determine not to provide an in-school option while in the low or moderate category, 
an exception approval is required from the State Department of Education, the State Board 
of Education and the Department of Public Health. Superintendents should consider 
developing a local structure to include the school medical advisor, local health director, and 
school nurse leader to consult when making decisions. 

 
 

https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/Addendum4.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/Addendum4.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/Addendum4.pdf


We will continue to work in partnership and consultation with the FVHD related to our three 
scenarios for the return to school.  In all aspects of our return to school planning work, we have 
prioritized the health and safety of our students, faculty, staff and families across all three 
scenarios (In-Person, Hybrid, or Remote Only Learning Models) with the use of multiple layers 
of mitigation practices (mask wearing, handwashing, K-8 cohorting, sanitizing/cleaning schools, 
maximizing social distancing, etc.) for any form of in-person learning. As communicated over 
several weeks, we must be prepared to quickly shift to any one of the three scenarios at any 
given time due to COVID-19 health data trends. We will continue to keep all members of our 
school district community informed as new information is received or shifts at local or the 
state-level occur related to our return to school.  
 
One of the core principles we have utilized in all planning has been a focus on flexibility, 
adaptability and optimism as the pandemic requires us all to be nimble and shift quickly given 
real time health data trends and a priority of meeting the needs of all students.  We thank you 
for your patience, understanding and partnership as we continue to remain flexible and 
adaptable throughout the summer break and the coming school year.  Please stay connected to 
us by checking your emails regularly for updates from the school district and/or your child(ren)’s 
school.  
 
This week, we met with the Board of Education to present Farmington’s Draft Return to School 
plan. All aspects of our planning for the return to school in Farmington are included within this 
plan.  Please review this plan at your convenience.  At the same meeting, we also made slight 
changes to the school year calendar. Please see the approved calendar changes below.  
 
School Calendar Changes:  The following changes to the 2020-2021 school year calendar 
were approved by the Board of Education's this week.  The changes were proposed to create a 
smooth start to the school year given the number of new mitigation practices we are 
implementing and the need to ease our way back to school: 
 

● First Day of School, Wednesday, September 2, 2020:  Early Release Day 
● Second Day of School, Thursday, September 3, 2020: Early Release Day 
● It is also important to note that Friday, September 4, 2020 is already an Early Release 

PD Day on our school calendar.  
 

As highlighted in Farmington’s Return to School plan, please make emergency back up plans 
for your family as we may need to quickly shift to different scenarios for the return to school due 
to COVID-19 health trends.  You should contact EXCL if you are in need of childcare within the 
various learning models or scenarios so that EXCL can adequately prepare for the coming 
school year.  
 
Family Summary Documents (Elementary and Secondary):  We are attaching a Family 
Elementary and Secondary Summary Sheets as well as a Family Tip Sheet in this 

https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/2020_FPS_Return_To_School.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/2020_FPS_Return_To_School.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/Central_Office/Calendars/2020-2021_Calendar_Revised_07.24.2020_-rev_2.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/schools/farmington-extended-care-and-learning-excl


communication to provide more streamlined information to all families about our current 
approach to the return to school for the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
Return to School Bus Transportation Resource:  We are also including a Family Guide to 
Bus Transportation to this communication. We hope this document will be helpful to you.  As 
these resources are finalized, we will work diligently to place these resources in one place so 
that families can access this information quickly and with ease.  
 
Please be sure to complete our Alternate Transportation form by August 7th if you will not be 
sending your K-6 student on the bus (to or from school): 
https://forms.gle/bMDiFDY1zv73QD5n8 
 
School-Based Communications:  You will receive school-based communication specific to 
each school’s return to the new academic school year.  There will be family, faculty and staff 
Virtual Informational Sessions that will occur in the coming days to provide additional 
school-based information to families, faculty and staff about the return to school. Please check 
your email for school specific dates/times of these Virtual Informational Sessions. Also, please 
continue to check the FAQ section of our website as we update the FAQ regularly.  
 
FPS Important Dates:  Please see important dates at the end of this communication.  Please 
assist us by meeting the deadlines we have set so that we can adequately prepare for the start 
to the school year.  
  
It is hard to believe August is upon us.  I hope the summer break thus far has provided rest and 
rejuvenation. Please remember to access our Summer Learn@Home learning activities as well 
as Continuing Education offerings as we continue to proceed through our summer break.  I 
thank you for your continued partnership and support. As always, I look forward to connecting 
with you next week through our regular communication updates!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathy 
Superintendent of Schools 
 

FPS IMPORTANT DATES: 
● August 7, 2020:  IMPORTANT: Families must notify their school in writing if they are 

selecting temporary remote learning by this date for planning purposes.  We are unable 
to finalize class lists without this information.  

● August 7, 2020:  Alternate Transportation Forms Due 
● Week of August 3, 2020:  Virtual Family Informational Sessions (dates and times sent 

to families from each school) 
● Week of August 17:  Release of the District Information Booklet; policies, bus runs, 

class lists, etc. 

https://forms.gle/bMDiFDY1zv73QD5n8
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/faq
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/learnathome/
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/learnathome/
https://www.fpsct.org/schools/farmington-continuing-education


● Wednesday, September 2, 2020:  First Day of School!  Welcome Back to School 
Farmington! 
 

 
 


