
September 24, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
We had a wonderful week of learning together through in-person and Interactive Learning. 
Several Open House events have occurred over the course of the last two weeks. We have 
enjoyed connecting with our families through these school-based events. Thank you for your 
continued support and involvement in your child’s education here in Farmington.  
 
In close consultation with the FVHD, students in grades PreK-4 will begin Full In-Person 
Learning on Tuesday, September 29, 2020 for Cohorts A and B.  If you have a child or 
children in grades PreK-4 in Cohorts A or B, you should have received a letter from your school 
Principal about our Full In-Person Learning return for elementary only (PreK-4) for next Tuesday 
(September 29, 2020), including details about arrival/dismissal as well as other important 
updates. Please know that this decision was made in partnership with the FVHD utilizing current 
health trends and conditions.  
 

Reminders:  
 Week of Tuesday, September 29, 2020 

 
PreK-4 Students in Cohorts A and B will begin Full In-Person Learning on Tuesday, 

September 29, 2020 at East Farms, Noah Wallace, West District and Union Elementary 
Schools.  

PreK-4 Students in Cohort C will engage in Interactive Learning. 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Grades 5-12 ONLY:  The week of Tuesday, September 29, 2020 is Cohort B’s in-person 
learning week.  

Grades 5-12 ONLY:  Cohorts A and C will be engaging in Interactive Learning next 
week.   

 
In the summer, we submitted our plans for a temporary Hybrid Learning approach (per the 
FVHD’s recommendation) to the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) with the 
intention of moving to a staggered Full In-Person return Pre-K-12 by the middle to the end of 
October if health trends remained low (per the health metrics developed by DPH). This 
approach was permissible because we intended to move to a Full In-Person return as outlined 
in the CSDE’s CT Reopening School document.  We have taken a very thoughtful and careful 
approach to our return to school by implementing a temporary Hybrid Learning Model to ease 
our transition back to school given all of the new mitigation practices we are currently 
implementing.  We deeply appreciate everyone’s collaboration and hard work in creating a 
successful and nurturing start to the school year.  Overall, we have approximately 25% of our 
students district-wide selecting Remote Only Learning as we begin to implement our staggered 
schedule for Full In-Person Learning.  
 
Please know that if health trends change or if other issues occur that necessitate a shift from 
one learning model to another (Hybrid, Full In-Person or Remote Only), we will do so in 
consultation with the FVHD and/or DPH with the health and safety of our students, faculty, staff, 
and families at the forefront of all decision-making.  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf


 
Our school leaders, faculty and staff have worked diligently to prepare for the coming days and 
weeks as we continue to implement our staggered schedule for our Full In-Person return.  I 
have included some slight modifications to our grades 5-12’s tentative schedule for a staggered 
return to a Full In-Person Learning approach below for your information.  Again, if health trends 
change, we may need to further adjust the staggered schedule.  
 

Here are some updates for this week:  

Tentative Staggered Transition By Grade Level to Full In-Person Learning (Updated): Please 
see the tentative staggered schedule back to Full In-Person Learning Model for grades 5-12 
(WWUES, IAR and FHS) below.  We have made some slight changes to the schedule, so please 
review the schedule carefully.  This is a tentative schedule because we need to continue to monitor 
health trends as we progress through the coming days.  If there are any changes to this tentative 
staggered schedule for a Full In-Person Learning Model, we will alert families immediately.  

Please note that the second group tentatively scheduled to return to Full In-Person Learning is now 
Grades 5-6 on October 5, 2020.  

 If Health Trends Remain Low (October 5- October 30): 
 

Week  Cohort Attending 
Hybrid In-Person 
Learning  

Cohort Engaged 
in FPS Interactive 
Learning (IL) 

Tentative Staggered Full 
In-Person Return PreK-12 

October 5-9 
 

A Cohort (Grades 
7-12 Only) 

B Cohort (Grades 
7-12 Only) 
 
C Cohort 
(PreK-12) 

Grades 5-6  
(WWUES) Transition to 
Full In-Person Return 

October 14-16 
(October 12 and 13 
are Days Off-No 
School) 
(ALERT: CHANGE 
IN DATE for 
Grades 7-8) 

B Cohort (Grades 
9-12 Only)  
 
 

A Cohort (Grades 
9-12 Only) 
 
C Cohort 
(PreK-12) 

Grades 7-8  
(IAR) Transition to Full 
In-Person Return 

October 19-23 
(ALERT: CHANGE 
IN DATE for 
Grades 9-12) 

Possible PreK-12 
Full In-Person 
 
 

C Cohort 
(Pre-K-12) 

Grades 9-12  
(FHS) Transition to Full 
In-Person Return 

October 26-30 Possible PreK-12 
Full In-Person 
 

C Cohort  
(PreK-12) 

 

 



As highlighted above, we hope to be engaged in a Full PreK-12 In-Person Learning Model by late 
October with a continued component of remote only learning (Interactive Learning) for students in 
Cohort C.  
 

*Please remember that dates of the staggered return to Full In-Person 
Learning are subject to change given “real time” COVID-19 health trends, 

unexpected issues and/or other factors.  

Additional Approved School Calendar Adjustments (Reminder):  The Board of Education 
approved the following changes to the school year calendar.  We focused on extending weekends 
and holiday breaks with these three student days off.  Please mark your calendars to reflect the 
following finalized days off for students:  

● Tomorrow, Friday, September 25, 2020-Long Weekend (PD Day for faculty only, No 
school for students) 

● Tuesday, October 13, 2020-Long Weekend (PD Day for faculty and staff, No school for 
students) 

● Wednesday, November 25, 2020-Extended Thanksgiving Holiday (PD Day for faculty 
only, No school for students)  

 
Family Resource Document (Interactive Learning):  The Farmington Public Schools was one of 
the Connecticut school districts asked to collaborate with Columbia University to contribute to a 
Family Resource document for families of remote learners.  Please review this document as this 
resource provides a great deal of information for families of children engaging in remote learning 
(Hybrid or Remote Only Learning).  
  
Updated Family Screening Document (Updated):  The FVHD updated the Daily Health 
Screening document. Please review the updated document to ensure all families are following the 
daily health screening (temperature and symptoms of illness check).  One the most important 
mitigation practices we are all implementing is to remain home when experiencing symptoms of 
illness.  Please continue these important daily health screenings to keep our school communities 
healthy.  
 
Important Health Reminders:  Please remember to follow Connecticut's travel advisory 
recommendations when traveling to the states and countries that are considered “hot spots.”  It is 
important to quarantine after traveling to these areas to create better outcomes for all members of 
our school district community.  Also, please remember to avoid large gathers, maintain appropriate 
social distancing and wear masks as needed as we all enjoy the beautiful weekend.  
 
Positive Covid-19 Cases (Not Attending FPS In-Person):   Individuals who are not engaging in 
in-person learning or activities prior to testing positive for COVID-19, do not pose a risk of illness 
spread within our schools. Per the FVHD, we would not alert our school or district communities if an 
individual who does not attend in-person school and/or in-person school activities prior to testing, 
tests positive for COVID-19.  
 
Important Note: As noted in our Return to School Plan and district communications, all positive 
cases involving students, faculty and/or staff members who have been physically in our schools or 

https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/Central_Office/Calendars/2020-2021_Calendar-FINAL_09.21.2020.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/Family_Guide_to_Distance_Learning_English.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/health-and-safety
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/health-and-safety
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/health-and-safety
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/2020_FPS_Return_To_School.pdf


engaging in school sponsored events/activities in-person prior to testing positive for COVID-19 will 
be communicated to both our school and district communities. 

 
I hope you have an enjoyable and relaxing long weekend.  We look forward to welcoming all 
PreK-4 students in Cohorts A and B to Full In-Person Learning on Tuesday, September 29, 
2020.  
 
Sincerely, 
Kathy 


