
January 6, 2022

Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff,

I hope you had a wonderful break. On behalf of the entire school district, I wish you and yours a very healthy and
happy 2022!  Our students, families, faculty and staff experienced a very challenging and stressful commute on
Wednesday. The quick onset and timing of the icy road conditions were not expected and resulted in a window of
time that made the drive to school extremely difficult. This created a great deal of stress and worry.  Once we
were made aware of the road conditions in real time, it was too late to delay the start of school for IAR and FHS,
but we were able to delay the start of school for our K-6 schools.  I want to thank our students, families,
faculty/staff, custodians, Matt Ross, Sam Kilpatrick, Principals, Alicia Bowman, Jim Ruzbasan and the Highway
and Grounds staff, and M&J for everyone’s responsiveness, understanding and flexibility during the extremely
difficult commute on Wednesday.

I also want to thank all families for your partnership in following our mitigation practices by engaging in our Daily
Health Screening each morning, keeping symptomatic children home, quarantining when necessary, and isolating
for positive COVID test results.  Your collaboration is vital in slowing the spread of illness within our school
communities.  Lastly, I thank our faculty, staff and administrators for their unwavering and extraordinary support of
all students during this challenging time.  Their efforts have helped to maintain continuity of high-quality instruction
and learning here in Farmington while also supporting the social and emotional well-being of our students.

Here are several reminders from the updates you received this week:

FVHD Decision Tree: Please disregard the previously sent FVHD Decision Tree.  Here is the updated FVHD
Decision Tree that should be utilized by all families when making decisions related to quarantining, keeping
symptomatic students home, positive test results, etc.  In addition, please alert us of close contacts if the
exposure requires a quarantine, symptomatic students and positive test results.

Home Tests Kits: Per state-level requirements, the limited supply of home test kits that schools have on hand
will be distributed in the following situations only (while supplies last):

● If a student or staff member exhibits symptoms and needs to be screened for COVID-19;
● If a student or member had a direct exposure to a COVID-19-positive individual; or
● If a class or program is experiencing multiple cases of COVID-19, the school may distribute tests to all

students in that classroom if they have difficulty accessing tests.
These kits may be used to test FPS students and staff members only; they may not be used for testing
family members or any other individuals.  In addition, there is no need to retest students or staff who had
COVID-19 within the previous 90 days, so those individuals will not receive test kits. These tests must be
administered by a family member (in the case of a student) or by the affected staff member; school
nurses cannot administer these tests.

Quarantine and Isolation (Effective January 5, 2022): As you know from our 1/4/22 communication, the
DPH provided guidance to shorten quarantine and isolation periods.  Below is some specific guidance from the
DPH:

● Individuals who are symptomatic associated with COVID-19 should isolate at home, test for the virus with a
PCR, antigen, or self-test, and remain away from all activities until they are fever-free for at least 24 hours
and other symptoms are significantly improved.

● Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 should isolate at home for at least 5 days, or longer if symptoms
develop and persist.

● Unvaccinated or partially vaccinated individuals who are notified that they have had a COVID-19 close
contact should quarantine at home and test for the virus with a PCR, antigen, or self-test 5 days after their
last exposure to the COVID-19 case.

https://fvhd.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/COVID-Decision-Making-Tree-for-PreK-12-Schools-01-04-2021-v5-1.pdf
https://fvhd.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/COVID-Decision-Making-Tree-for-PreK-12-Schools-01-04-2021-v5-1.pdf


Always check with the school nurse if you have specific questions related to the new DPH guidance.  At all
times, please follow the revised FVHD Decision Tree for decisions related to your child’s return to school if
symptomatic, COVID positive or a close contact.

Contact Tracing (Effective January 5, 2022): As highlighted in our 1/4/22 communication, the DPH and the
FVHD recommended that schools move away from contact tracing for relatively low risk in-school exposures to
the identification, early isolation, and clinical management of students and staff with active symptoms that could
be related to COVID-19.  Per the DPH, this new approach is due to the implementation of:

● Mitigation strategies in schools;
● Infrequently identified person-to-person transmission of COVID-19 inside school buildings; and
● Numbers of student quarantine days compared to the very low number of school close contacts who become

infected.
At this time, we will still engage in contact tracing in very limited situations if mask wearing or other mitigation
practices are not consistently implemented such as lunch waves, athletics, preschool, etc.

Winter Weather Announcements: Yesterday was the first use of our new mass notification tool,
ParentSquare.  While it was successful, we are working on a few improvements along the way.  An invite was
resent to guardians that may not have registered yet.  Winter weather announcements are sent via email, text,
and push notification.  Announcements are also posted to our website and on local radio and television
stations. In limited and unique circumstances such as early dismissals and changes in routine (such as
yesterday), announcements are also sent via phone call.

Again, thank you for your collaboration and patience during this challenging time.  Our entire faculty, staff and
administration are thrilled to be back to school with your children, and we look forward to the second half of the
school year with hope, optimism and gratitude.

Best,
Kathy

Some Resources for FPS Families:
● FPS FAQ’s from 12/31/21 and 1/4/22
● Reminder: Please be reminded, a temporary FPS website has been established due to a nation-wide issue with our

website provider, Finalsite.  A shout out to Matt Ross for quickly creating a temporary website that includes important
district-wide  information and resources until our website is restored.

Some External Resources for FPS Families:

● Reminder: To access the COVID case rate for the Farmington community, please click here.
● Reminder: To access COVID vaccine information for children ages 5-11, please click here (FVHD).

https://fvhd.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/COVID-Decision-Making-Tree-for-PreK-12-Schools-01-04-2021-v5-1.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kUw3OazIOmHpzbAPz3b443EA1xnIYkW1WVfO8EcQoVI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10EdZ6p-YaFCKVmYgRdrzhb_Z1TQfbquz/view
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/temp-farmington-public-schools/home
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/COVID-19-Data-Tracker
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/FVHD_VaxClinic_HighSchool_5_Final.pdf

