
October 23, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
We experienced a full week of school filled with active engagement and learning. This week, I 
visited several classrooms and I was thrilled to connect with our students, faculty, and staff as 
well as view in-person and remote learning.  The classroom visits were truly a bright spot in my 
week.  
 

Reminders:  
 Week of Monday, October 26, 2020  

 
GRADES PREK-8 

PreK-8 Students in Cohorts A and B continue Full In-Person Learning.  
PreK-8 Students in Cohort C continue to engage in Interactive Learning. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
GRADES 9-12 

Grades 9-12 ONLY:  The week of Monday, October 26, 2020 Cohort B’s In-Person Learning 
week.  

Grades 9-12 ONLY:  Cohorts A and C will be engaging in Interactive Learning next week.   

 

Updates for this week: 

Health Reminders:  As you know, confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Farmington and Hartford 
County are increasing. Given these increases, we must all be diligent in minimizing and/or 
reversing the spread of illness by following all mitigation practices (mask wearing, frequent hand 
washing, social distancing, cleaning of frequently touched surfaces, stay home when ill, get tested 
if you have symptoms, etc.) both in and outside of school.  This will allow us to remain in our 
current learning models (PreK-8 Full In-Person and 9-12 Hybrid).  
 
CSDE’s Addendum 4 Update:  Please see the update to Addendum 4 of CSDE’s CT 
Reopening Plan.  This is a document that outlines the conditions and health metrics to guide us in 
making decisions about moving from one learning model to another (Full In-Person, Hybrid or Full 
Remote). We, along with the FVHD, will closely monitor the most up-to-date number of confirmed 
cases, case rate, and the information associated with the FVHD’s contact tracing which provides 
a context of what is driving the increases.  The contact tracing information is extremely important 
because we need to know details about what factors are causing the spread of COVID-19 within 
our community and regionally.  As I shared with you in my letter sent earlier today, the FVHD’s 
contact tracing has traced the increase in cases in Farmington to cluster households that have 
since been isolated, healthcare workers, travel out of state, and visitors from other states. In 
addition, social gatherings outside of school are a key factor in the spread of this illness. 
School-aged cases in our region are minimal with spread occurring outside of school and no 
secondary spread in schools has been identified at this time. In addition, approximately 27% of 
our student population is in Cohort C (Interactive Learning Only), thus reducing the number of 
in-person learners.  For all of these reasons, the FVHD has determined we should remain in our 
current learning models (PreK-8 Full In-Person and 9-12 Hybrid) at this time.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E63uZlHDbbuWKPdbCWAq4t3wVQ3W1--d/view?usp=sharing


Town of Farmington Halloween Guidance:  To keep our students and community safe, please 
click on the following link to learn more about safety guidelines for Halloween. 
 
Upcoming Holiday Season: As we begin to plan for the holiday season, please be reminded of 
Connecticut’s Travel Advisory and the importance of adhering to the requirements set forth in 
this document. Please also follow mitigation practices and limit time with non-family members to 
help reduce the spread of illness. 
 
FHS Ad Hoc Committee Addressing the Mascot:  The FHS Ad Hoc Committee met this week. 
We have a cross section of representatives from our community and school district on the 
committee as well as outside experts who have presented the history and impact of having a 
Native American mascot related to academics and school climate.  We have learned about the 
negative impact of stereotypes related to mascotry impacting Native Americans and other groups. 
The committee also discussed the need to have a mascot that unifies our students and 
community.  Here is the process and timeline for decision-making.  Please engage with us in this 
important discussion.  All meetings are open to everyone.  Please submit feedback and 
comments on our website or attend the meeting and speak during Public Comment.  We are 
preparing short videos and information from committee presentations to share with you in the near 
future. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 17th at 6:30 p.m.on Zoom. 
 
Reminder: Substitute Teachers Needed:  If you or a family member are interested in becoming 
a substitute for the Farmington Public Schools, please follow this link to apply. You do not need 
to be a certified teacher. We are in need of substitutes for short and long term positions. 

 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend.  
 
Best, 
Kathy 

https://www.farmington-ct.org/Home/Components/News/News/1831/
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Travel
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/fhsadhoccommittee
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/fhsadhoccommittee/charge
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/fhsadhoccommittee/home
https://sites.google.com/fpsct.org/fhsadhoccommittee/home
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SLhQFmq0Q7ybKysx_WRCIQ
https://www.applitrack.com/fpsct/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Teaching+-+Substitute
https://www.applitrack.com/fpsct/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Teaching+-+Substitute

