
August 28, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
This week, we sent a great deal of information out to families in anticipation of next week’s start 
to the 2020-2021 school year.  Thank you for your attention to these important school and 
district informational communications.  
 
We were thrilled to welcome back our outstanding faculty members this week.  Faculty engaged 
in training related to health and safety protocols and mitigation practices, social emotional 
learning, equity and sessions focused on Interactive Learning. We are looking forward to 
welcoming all members of our school district community back to the new  school year on 
September 2, 2020.  
 
Here are some updates for this week: 
 
Grab and Go Breakfast and Lunch:  Please see the Grab and Go Breakfast and Lunch 
informational sheet attached to this communication for families taking advantage of food 
services at home and in school.  
 
Health and Safety Protocols:  We have posted Farmington’s Health and Safety Protocols 
on our Return to School website.  There are many important health and safety related items that 
families should review prior to the start of the school year. We thank the Farmington Valley 
Health District (FVHD) and our Medical Advisor, Dr. Ziogas for their partnership and support in 
developing these important Health and Safety Protocols for our school district.  We also thank 
our outstanding school nurses for their diligent work in preparing for the coming school year.  
 
Cohort Confirmation Letters: You should have received a cohort confirmation letter this week 
along with our Hybrid Learning Model calendar. We hope this will create clarity as we begin the 
school year in our short-term Hybrid Learning Model.  Please pay close attention to the calendar 
for each cohort so that students are prepared for in-person or Interactive Learning each day.  
 
Remote Learning Students:  When your child is engaged in remote learning, please follow the 
school schedule for live streaming.  Your school should send home the schedule that is specific 
to your child’s grade level classroom or course schedule.  Also, when engaging in Interactive 
Learning at home, please organize a quiet space that is free from distractions so that students 
can fully participate in daily learning activities.  Headphones are recommended.  Also, please 
remember that attendance counts each day and we are required to take attendance whether 
your child is engaging in-person or in the Interactive Learning model.   Google Classroom will be 
utilized to gain access to live streaming of lessons as well as the posting of assignments and 
learning resources.  
 

https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/COVID-19_Protocols_-_Final.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/COVID-19_Protocols_-_Final.pdf


FHS Welcome Back Video: FHS students created an excellent Back to School video.  I hope 
you enjoy this student-led video. Go FHS!  
 
Friday Folders:  As a reminder, please regularly check school-based Friday Folders for news 
and information.  If you go to your school’s web page, click on Friday Folder to access school 
and district-level announcements, news and information.  
 
Chromebook and Technology Reminders:  Please remember to keep your child’s 
Chromebook charged prior to the start of each school day.  Also, please visit our Technology 
web page for tips to start your child’s school year off successfully both at home and in school.  
 
Family Resources (Important):  Please review the family resources at the bottom of this letter 
prior to the start of the school year.  We ask that you watch the Welcome Back, handwashing 
and respiratory etiquette videos with your child(ren) prior to our first day of school.  
 
We are so excited to welcome our students back to school remotely and in-person on 
September 2, 2020 for the exciting year ahead!  
 
I hope you have a restful and wonderful weekend.  
 
Warm regards, 
Kathy 
 

 
FAMILY RESOURCES (Transitioning Back to School 2020-2021): 

 
● IMPORTANT Daily Home Temperature and Symptom Checks:  Each family must 

engage in a daily temperature and symptom check prior to sending children on the bus 
and to school.  Please post this important Daily Health Checklist for Families on 
your refrigerator and make daily temperature and Symptom checks part of a routine 
before each day of school.  Also, if you have any questions about our return to school, 
please reference our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page.   

● Mask wearing:  Please help your child become comfortable with mask wearing and 
social distancing throughout the summer. By creating routines for mask wearing and 
social distancing, students will be more comfortable with these practices when we 
return to school.  

● Set Up a Space at Home for Interactive Learning:  Begin to set up a dedicated 
space in your home for each one of your children.  This should be a quiet area of 
your home that is designated for remote learning and/or homework completion.  All 
supplies (chromebook, headset, paper, pencils, crayons, etc.) should be available in 
this IL area. We have learned that setting up a space for each child that is free from 
distraction, is essential.  In IL, we will follow the normal school academic daily 
schedule, so students will need a dedicated quiet space for engaging in IL throughout 
each day.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ltja0w_xOt8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/technology
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/technology
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/familyresources
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/videos.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cdctv/diseaseandconditions/influenza/cover-coughs-kids.html
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/familyresources
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/parents_daily_checklist_final.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/faq
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.connecticutchildrens.org/coronavirus/creating-your-childs-ideal-home-office-for-distance-learning/
https://www.connecticutchildrens.org/coronavirus/creating-your-childs-ideal-home-office-for-distance-learning/


● Hand Washing, Good Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette Routines:  Continue to 
focus upon hand washing and hand sanitizing routines with your child(ren). 
Respiratory etiquette is also important to practice with children.  These are essential 
mitigation practices that reduce the risk of the spread of illness creating better 
outcomes for our entire community.  

● Back to School Informational Video for Students:  Please watch the following 
informational PreK-12 video with your child(ren) prior to the start of the school year. 

● Talking to Children About the Return to School:  We have posted several 
resources on our Return to School social emotional learning page. The annual 
return to school is an exciting experience for students.  It can also be a time that 
students feel a high level of uncertainty and worry.  Together and in partnership, we 
plan to transition our students back to school with optimism and care to ensure a 
smooth back to school return.  The Elementary and Secondary Family Summary 
Sheets were shared with you to provide more insights about our return to school and 
assist with preparing both children and families for our 2020-2021 return to school.  

● Travel Advisory:  If a student travels to one of the states that are on Connecticut’s 
travel advisory list, students are required to quarantine for 14 days. A student may 
not return to school before the 14 day quarantine is completed, even if the child has 
taken a COVID-19 test and it comes back negative per the FVHD.  Students who are 
quarantined and can’t attend in-person school should engage in Interactive Learning 
and will be marked present for attendance purposes if they fully engage in Interactive 
Learning during the quarantine period.  

 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/videos.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cdctv/diseaseandconditions/influenza/cover-coughs-kids.html
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/familyresources
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/sel
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/familyresources
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/familyresources
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/travel

