
July 24, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
I hope this communication finds you well.  As a school district community, we have experienced 
a very challenging and difficult week due to the sudden passing of our beloved Farmington High 
School Athletic Director, Jack Phelan.  Each evening this week, we lit up the “F” hill in honor of 
Jack. We also have a tribute webpage for all members of our community to share memories. 
We will share the memories submitted within the webpage with Jack’s family.  Lastly, the CIAC 
is organizing a state-wide tribute on Saturday, July 25.  Connecticut high schools are being 
asked to turn on their field lights at 9:00 p.m. for seventeen (17)  minutes in honor of Jack’s 
seventeen years of service to Farmington High School and the Farmington community. This 
tribute is a reflection of Jack’s significant and lasting contributions to interscholastic athletics 
locally and throughout Connecticut.  Please remain connected to us if your child needs support 
in the coming days.  Jack Phelan’s relationships with Farmington High School students, faculty 
and staff were profound and we are here to support our students, faculty and staff through this 
difficult and sad time.  In the coming days, Farmington High School will seek ways to honor and 
remember Jack Phelan within our close and caring school district community.  Our hearts and 
thoughts remain with Jack’s loving family at this time of unimaginable loss and sorrow. 
 

 
 
Farmington’s DRAFT Return to School Plan 
We have included our DRAFT Return to School plan attached. We hope you will take time to 
view this comprehensive working plan for our return to school that is aligned to CT Reopening 
Schools plan and the requirements within that plan. Our Return to School document will help to 
provide detailed information about all elements of our planning. In the coming days, we will send 
you a Family Summary document that will provide more streamlined information.   We have one 
notable change in the return to school planning we shared last week.  After further analysis, the 
Hybrid Learning Model groupings will be as follows for the weekly rotation: 

● Group A: Last names beginning with A-K 
● Group B:  Last names beginning with L-Z 

 

https://www.fpsct.org/coachphelan
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf


 
Again, this is only for the Hybrid Learning Model approach, but we wanted to update you on this 
change.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions  
Please remember to check our FAQ regularly as this document is updated in real time when we 
receive questions from families and community members.  If you have any district-wide 
questions, please submit your questions using this Google Form:  

https://forms.gle/7F7QWTrq6Cop7Kck9  
If you have school-based questions, please contact your child(ren)’s school.  
 
Communication 
In the area of communication, please be aware that school-based communications will begin to 
be released the first week of August related to our return to school.  The school-based 
communications will be more specific to school level planning aligned to our Return to School 
plan.  In addition, we plan to have school-based virtual family informational sessions in August 
as well. Again, please be aware that school-based communications will be shared during the 
first week of August.  
 
Remote Learning Component of In-Person Return to School 
Lastly, we have extended the due date to notify your child(ren)’s school if you are 
selecting the remote learning component of an in-person return to school to August 7th.  
For planning purposes and given the in-person return to school, we must have written 
notification if you are planning to have your child(ren) engage in remote learning for the 
2020-2021 school year by August 7th. Again, please send your child(ren)’s Principal a letter if 
you are choosing to select remote learning for the coming school year.  Please remember that if 
we experience heightened spread of COVID-19 (moderate to high), the entire school district 
moves to the Hybrid or Remote Only Learning Model. 
 
First Week of School:  
To ensure a smooth transition to the school year, we are proposing an additional modification to 
the calendar for the first week of school.  We will be asking the Board of Education to consider 
the following: 

● First Day of School (September 2, 2020):  Early Release Day 
● Second Day of School (September 3, 2020):  Early Release Day 

It is important to note that September 4, 2020 is already designated as an Early Release Day for 
professional development.  If approved, we will communicate any changes in the calendar 
immediately.  
 
I hope the district-wide updates are helpful as we continue to plan for a smooth start to the 
school year.  We thank our students and families for your continued support and partnership. 
We also want to extend our sincere appreciation to our outstanding teachers, faculty, staff, 

 

https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool/faq
https://forms.gle/7F7QWTrq6Cop7Kck9


administration and Board of Education for their individual and collective dedication and 
commitment to the students and families of Farmington.  
 
As always, please continue to check your email for regular updates from the Farmington Public 
Schools.  I hope you have a restful weekend.  
 
Sincerely, 
Kathy 
Superintendent  

 


