
June 5, 2020 
 
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff, 
 
We have experienced a very challenging and difficult several days.  We are unified in our 
commitment to anti-racism, inclusivity and social justice as a school district community.  Today, 
our Principals will be sending a communication to each school community to provide more age 
appropriate resources to provide support and promote thoughtful discussion. Please see 
additional resources at the bottom of this communication to support discussions related to race, 
social justice and equity.  Please let us know if you or your children need any support.  
 
As we enter our last week of the school year, I thought I would share a video with you.  Each 
year, I create a welcome video for students.  It is an opportunity to share my hopes and wishes 
as we begin a new and exciting school year.  Although it is a video created for the beginning of 
this school year, it is especially relevant today.  Feel free to watch the video with your children 
as a reminder of our caring and connected school community.  I am also including a read aloud 
from one of our amazing kindergarten teachers.  Mrs. Mason shares a story that reinforces the 
importance of inclusivity and belonging for all children and all members of our society.  Mrs. 

Mason - All Are Welcome Here Read Aloud 
 
I, along with the faculty and staff of Farmington, are honored to serve the children and families 
of Farmington. Although we had a very different school year than we expected, we are thankful 
we were able to continue to keep students connected to us, to learning and to one another over 
the past three months.  
 
I have a few quick updates:  
 
Class of 2020:  If possible, please celebrate the Class of 2020 with lawn and window signs. 
We hope these messages will bring the Class of 2020 joy as they prepare for their graduation 
on June 11.  At FHS, there is a sign with each graduate's name and photo.  When I drove 
through the high school this week, I felt immense happiness and inspiration as I viewed each 
graduate’s sign.  
 
This Week’s Press Conference:  On Wednesday, Governor Lamont’s press conference took 
place at FHS.  During the press conference, we presented our plans for graduation.  Our 
Valedictorian, Brandon Demkowitz,and Superintendent’s Award recipient, Sia Goel, spoke 
about how students helped plan the Class of 2020’s graduation on June 11. Farmington served 
as an exemplar for the ways in which we collaboratively planned graduation with students and 
worked with our community partners on behalf of the Class of 2020.   In addition, the 
Commissioner of Education, Dr. Miguel Cardona, shared three sample return to school 
scenarios that were being explored at the state-level:  

● Grade Level Split: Bring K to 6 students and teachers back to school in smaller group 
settings, while 7 to 12 students continue in remote learning.  

https://youtu.be/JImeX0AyJt8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dFO1KftvwcL-54iOKzrDt94B_TzGjzyO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dFO1KftvwcL-54iOKzrDt94B_TzGjzyO/view


● A/B Alternating Weeks: In this approach, ½ the school population goes to school to 
engage in in-person learning while the other ½ of the school population remains home 
engaging in remote learning.  The groups alternate their schedule each week.  

● A.M./P.M. Sessions:  Similar to the previous approach, ½ the school population goes to 
school in the morning and the other ½ of the school population goes to school in the 
afternoon. There would be an element of remote learning when students are at home in 
the a.m. or p.m.  

All scenarios being considered would adhere to CDC guidelines at the time of the return to 
school. Several state-level scenarios are being considered, but no decisions have been made at 
this time. There are many uncertainties due to the need to closely monitor health data over the 
coming weeks to make informed and balanced decisions about the return to school.  Although 
no decisions have been made about the specific way we will return to school, please know that 
we are diligently planning to ensure social and emotional well-being, health and safety and 
academic excellence for all members of our school district community.  As new information 
becomes available, we will share that information with you.  Please continue to check your 
emails over the summer months for regular updates.  
 
Annual Student Information Update: We will be sending out our annual student information 
update to families next week.  Please watch your inbox (and SPAM) for an email requesting 
updated information about your student.  This email will go to the primary guardian only for each 
student. 
 
I hope you have a restful weekend.  Take good care.  
 
With gratitude, 
 
Kathy 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
Additional Resources:  
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/talking-children-after-racial-incidents 
https://www.apa.org/helpcenter/kids-discrimination 
 

https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/talking-children-after-racial-incidents
https://www.apa.org/helpcenter/kids-discrimination

