
IMPORTANT COVID ALERT UPDATE FROM THE FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO
FARMINGTON FAMILIES

Dear Farmington Families,

Recently Governor Lamont endorsed a plan recommended by the Commissioners of the
Department of Public Health (DPH) and the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE)
to eliminate the current statewide mask mandate in schools due to strong vaccination rates,
improving hospitalization trends, and rapidly-declining case rates. This plan was contingent
upon the Connecticut General Assembly’s extension of the Governor’s existing Executive
Orders 9(1) and 13A, which grants the commissioners the authority to implement mask
requirements in schools.  We have been informed that the Connecticut General Assembly has
approved such an extension with some modifications which are highlighted below:

Legislators approved Bill No. 5047 which addresses the Governor’s expiring
executive orders, including the mask mandate in school. The bill extends the
authority of the Commissioners of Education, Early Childhood or Public Health to
require mask or cloth face coverings in schools through June 30, 2022, but
prohibits such Commissioners from rescinding masking requirements in schools
before February 28, 2022.

As a result of the Connecticut General Assembly’s action and given the Governor’s
endorsement of the plan recommended by the Commissioners, the current statewide mask
mandate will end in Connecticut effective, Monday, February 28, 2022.

The Farmington Public Schools will follow DPH’s and CSDE’s plan to no longer require
masks in our schools per legislation on February 28, 2022. While DPH and the Farmington
Valley Health District (FVHD) continue to encourage mask wearing as one of an array of
mitigation practices we implement, it will become optional on that date. It is important to note
that DPH and CSDE are authorized to reimpose the mask mandate, per the latest action by the
Connecticut General Assembly, at any time during this school year should health conditions
warrant such a change.

While the mask mandate in our schools will end on February 28th, at present we are still
obligated to require all persons, including students, to continue to wear masks on school
buses and vans. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has issued binding rules requiring
masks of persons on public transportation, including buses and airplanes, and the CDC has
made clear that these rules apply to school buses.  We will advise you promptly if and when
there is a change in this CDC requirement, but for now masks are still required for students and
others while being transported to and from school.

At all times throughout the pandemic, the Farmington Public Schools has followed the guidance
of our health experts at DPH related to COVID-19 mitigation measures, and we will continue this
approach given the new guidance from DPH and CSDE. We have learned a great deal during
the pandemic about the importance of implementing an array of mitigation strategies to reduce
the spread of COVID-19 (regular hand washing, daily health screenings, staying home when ill,
quarantining, etc.) all of which are outlined in our updated Mitigation Measures document.

We have received questions about local school district control related to this decision.  As we
currently understand it, the only decision for local school districts, beginning February 28th,
would be not to follow the guidance that masks are optional per the decisions of the

https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/Quick_Reference_Mitigation_Measures.pdf


Commissioners of the DPH and the CSDE and instead continue to require that students, faculty,
staff and others wear masks when in school. However, for the Farmington Public Schools, this
state-level action signals that it is time to move to a place of greater normalcy within our
schools.

Per the Commissioners of DPH and CSDE at the Monday, February 7, 2022 Governor’s press
conference, this decision was guided by the following considerations:

DPH and CSDE Considerations Current FPS, FVHD, Connecticut Data

● Vaccination rates of faculty, staff
and students

● High vaccination rates across all groups–FPS
vaccination rates are outperforming state and
national averages for school aged children:

● FPS faculty and staff →  >97% fully
vaccinated

● FPS students ages 12-17 →  >93% fully
vaccinated and >98% partially vaccinated

● FPS students ages 5-11 →  >56% fully
vaccinated and >63% partially vaccinated

● Positivity rates in schools ● Rapidly declining positivity rates in schools-click
here for current FPS positivity numbers.

● Community case rates ● Rapidly declining community case rates-click here
for current Farmington community positivity rates.
In addition, per the FVHD, the Farmington Valley
transmission rates are much lower than
Connecticut’s transmission rate.

● Home test availability ● Home tests are readily available to all members of
the FPS school district community.

● Hospitalization rates ● Per DPH, hospitalizations are declining across
Connecticut, including Hartford County.

Here is a summary of our collective next steps:

https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/COVID-19-Data-Tracker


IMPORTANT-SUMMARY OF NEXT STEPS:

● Per DPH and given the approval of Bill No. 5047, mask wearing is encouraged, but will not be
required in schools effective February 28, 2022. In other words, masks are optional on Monday,
February 28, 2022.

● The CDC has jurisdiction over mask wearing on school buses and that requirement will remain in
effect until further notice.  Thus, students must continue to wear masks on school buses and on
district transportation per federal requirement.

● Any member of the FPS community may choose to wear a mask at any time while in school.
Given no requirement for mask wearing, we will no longer monitor adherence to mask wearing if a
family chooses to send a student to school with or without a mask. We are confident that everyone
will respect one another’s choices related to optional mask wearing. As always, we will all work
together to respect the choices each individual makes without judgment by treating everyone with
care and kindness.

● Please know that we may need to modify this approach at any time per the approved extension of
the Governor’s Executive Orders 9(1) and 13A, which gives DPH and the CSDE the
decision-making authority related to mask wearing in schools.  Therefore, we need to remain
flexible and fully prepared to ramp up mitigation practices quickly at any time.  The pandemic is
ever-evolving and we have proven as a school district community that we can make any necessary
shifts quickly as health trends change.

● As a reminder, please continue to follow all elements of our updated FPS Mitigation Measures
document (updated effective 2/28/22). We anticipate additional guidance from DPH and/or FVHD
in the near future.  If updates to our mitigation measures are needed per DPH and/or FVHD, you
will receive any and all updates.

Our goal has been and continues to be keeping everyone safe, healthy and in school. In order
to do so, we ask that you continue to closely adhere to the following:

● Conduct our Daily Health Screening prior to school each day;
● Stay home when ill, get tested and isolate for the recommended period of time if positive;
● Quarantine if required to do so due to a close contact;
● In cases of isolation or quarantine, please keep the school district informed; and
● Follow all elements of our revised FPS Mitigation Measures document which will

continue per DPH and FVHD.
These continued mitigation measures will help keep our community safe and healthy as we
progress from March through the end of the school year. We know further changes to these
mitigation measures may occur as we progress through the remainder of the school year, and
we are prepared to do so per the guidance of our health experts.

I want to thank you for your continued support, patience and partnership.  Since March of 2020,
we have worked tirelessly together to follow our health experts’ guidance and requirements,
while providing an exceptional education for all students in Farmington during a complex and
challenging global pandemic.  This would not have been possible without the efforts of our
health experts at the DPH and FVHD, our amazing faculty, staff and administrators, the
unwavering support of our families and our Board of Education, and our resilient and truly
extraordinary students.  Although we are still dealing with the ever-evolving pandemic, we have
come so far, and this shift is another step in a direction of more normalcy for all of us.

https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/Quick_Reference_Mitigation_Measures.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/Quick_Reference_Mitigation_Measures.pdf
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/Quick_Reference_Mitigation_Measures.pdf


Please know we will continue to closely monitor the health data, in consultation with the DPH,
CSDE and FVHD, in case any changes may be suggested or required by our health experts in
the coming weeks and months. Once again, a sincere thank you to all members of the
Farmington school district community for your continued partnership.

Sincerely,
Kathy


