
December 22, 2021

Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff,

Wishing you and yours a very joyous and peaceful winter break.

Here are some updates for this week.

A Message from the Farmington Valley Health District (FVHD): The following information was sent to all
Farmington Valley school districts from the FVHD.

The FVHD is not requiring contact tracing by schools for the remainder of the week and over the holiday break.

According to the FVHD, the justification for this is as follows:
● The risk of close contacts, exposed in the school setting, becoming COVID positive has been

very low;
● The risk of students being exposed and getting COVID at this point in time is far more likely in

the community settings where there are no mitigation strategies or requirements; and
● Any close contacts identified this week will be out of school for the holiday break and will

present no risk to your school environment should they become sick.

The FVHD also reported exponential increases in positivity rates among all age groups, regardless of
vaccination status, across the Farmington Valley.  Given their contact tracing data, this is due primarily to a lack
of mask wearing in public places and at social gatherings.  Per the FVHD, school-based mitigation strategies
are working.  Further, school-based transmission is not contributing to the increase in current case rates.

On our interdistrict call this week, the FVHD urged families to keep their children home and seek testing when
they are experiencing any symptoms related to COVID-19.

Positive Cases Over Winter Break:  Although we are following the FVHD’s recommendation above, we ask
that families use this Google Form posted on our Return to School website to report any confirmed positive
cases of students over the winter break.  We will share that information with the FVHD for additional follow up.

Wishing all members of the Farmington school district community a happy and healthy 2022!  We look forward to
welcoming students back to school on Monday, January 3, 2022.

Best,
Kathy

Some Resources for FPS Families:
External Resources:

● Reminder: To access the COVID case rate for the Farmington community, please click here.
● Reminder: To access COVID vaccine information for children ages 5-11, please click here (FVHD).
● Reminder: Please see the FVHD Decision Tree and the Connecticut Travel Advisory.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgqWY3ARgB8682ivmDbMPFgV0DaPB7i2eVHgZ9uxOkPBdnqQ/viewform
https://www.fpsct.org/returntoschool
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/COVID-19-Data-Tracker
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/FVHD_VaxClinic_HighSchool_5_Final.pdf
https://fvhd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Farmington-Valley-Health-District-COVID-Decision-Tree-6-1.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/travel

