
Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff,

I hope this communication finds you and your family well.  We are thrilled to welcome our
students, faculty, staff and families back to a new and exciting school year.

As promised in my last communication, I am providing an update outlining the latest information
about our return to school for the 2021-2022 school year.  We continue to update our core
planning documents which are included at the end of this communication.  Please note that our
Quick Reference Mitigation Practices document has been updated to reflect the latest
mitigation guidance and requirements from the Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH),
in partnership with the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) as well as the
Farmington Valley Health District (FVHD).  Please take time to review the updates within this
key planning document.

Mask Wearing: During this week’s DPH call, we were informed that mask wearing will be
required regardless of vaccination status.  This was also reinforced in our FVHD meeting
this week. Given the current COVID-19 health trends due to the Delta Variant as well as the
current guidance and requirements from CDC, DPH, FVHD and American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP), mask wearing will be required inside school buildings for the foreseeable
future.  Please be prepared to send your child(ren) to school with a clean mask each day as part
of our layered mitigation practices.

Quarantining: If a vaccinated individual is a close contact and asymptomatic, no quarantining
is necessary.  If an individual is not vaccinated, the individual will require quarantining.  Close
contact definitions have slightly changed for students in classrooms only:

● Student-to-student contact inside classrooms ONLY: Within 3 feet for more than 15
minutes over a 24-hour period.

● Student-to-student contact outside of classrooms: Within 6 feet for more than 15
minutes over a 24-hour period.

● Adult-to-student or adult-to-adult contact inside or outside of the classroom: Within 6 feet
for more than 15 minutes over a 24-hour period.

Final determinations about specific quarantine periods will be made by FVHD.

Teaching and Learning: We are thrilled to welcome all PreK-12 students back to in-person
only learning!  As a reminder, we will not have an option for students related to daily remote
learning when we are engaged in fully in-person learning this year.  Our Maintaining In-Person
Learning and Continuity of Services Plan outlines very limited exceptions regarding remote
learning.  For example, if your child is quarantined by the FVHD, in collaboration with the school
district due to close contact, remote learning will be provided during the period of quarantine.
Thus, our plan for the coming school year prioritizes continuity of instruction and learning due to
the possibility of quarantining per the FVHD.

Social Emotional Well-Being: We will continue to focus upon the social and emotional
well-being of all members of our school district community. With our continued PreK-12
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implementation of RULER (Recognize, Understand, Label, Express, Regulate), we are
creating inclusive and caring classroom environments that emphasize the well-being of all
students and adults.  Please note that school social workers, psychologists, and counselors will
continue to be available to students who require additional emotional support.

Breakfast and Lunch Update: Please see the flyer attached by clicking here. Farmington
Public Schools obtained a waiver and USDA funding to provide  meals free of charge to all
students.  This includes one breakfast and one lunch. Starting Monday, August 30th, all
students  will be able to receive free meals.

District Information Booklet: The District Information Booklet will be sent to families the week
of August 16th. Once you receive the District Information Booklet, please review the information
within the document and follow the instructions for verifying that you have reviewed this
important district-wide document.

Other Important Return-to-School Documents and Resources: Here are the additional
documents that are guiding our back to school planning. These documents are updated
regularly as we receive more information from DPH, FVHD and/or the CSDE.

● Maintaining In-Person Learning and Continuity of Services Plan: Information
related to the upcoming school year is included in this document, which is updated
regularly.

● American Rescue Plan (2021-2024): The ARP Plan is located on our website for
your information.

● Mitigation Practices: A quick-reference mitigation practices document is included on
our Return-to-School 2021 website.  This is another key planning document that will
be updated as we receive new information from DPH, CSDE and FVHD.  Please pay
close attention to the daily health screening tool included in this document to be
utilized prior to each school day.

● Return-to-School 2021 Website: We continue to update this site.  Many Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQs) have been added, and we will continue to add FAQs as the
year progresses.

As a reminder, the first day of school is Monday, August 30, 2021. As we approach the coming
school year, please direct any questions to your school principal.  Please note that the
documents above are being utilized to plan for the new school year within all Farmington
PreK-12 schools.  Thank you for your partnership and patience as we continue to prepare for
the new and exciting school year ahead.  As was the case last year, we are all in this together
and I deeply appreciate our collective focus on the health, safety and well-being of all members
of our school district community.  Be well and I hope you and your family continue to enjoy the
wonderful summer break.

Sincerely,
Kathy
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