
November 4, 2021

Dear Farmington Families, Faculty and Staff,

For those families within our school community celebrating Diwali today, we extend our best wishes and we hope
you are having a fun and festive holiday. Happy Diwali!

Next week, we will celebrate Veterans Day.  Please join me in extending our deepest appreciation to those
individuals in our school district as well as among our families and community who so bravely served our country
in the military.  We acknowledge and honor their courage and sacrifice on behalf of all citizens on this upcoming
Veterans Day. Please see this week’s updates below:

Important Announcement - Screen and Stay: This week, Governor Lamont, in partnership with DPH,
announced a new “Screen and Stay” strategy that would allow, under certain circumstances,  students and staff
who are not fully vaccinated to avoid having to quarantine away from school after a close contact with a
COVID-19-positive individual. According to DPH, this new approach is being introduced due to low community
case rates, the recent approval of vaccinations for children ages 5-11, ongoing school mitigation measures, and
other favorable health trends related to the pandemic as it pertains to schools in Connecticut.  Here are some
general features of the new Screen and Stay approach:

● Description of Screen and Stay: Students and staff who are not fully vaccinated may avoid having to
quarantine from school after a close contact under the following conditions:

○ The contact occurred at school during the regular school day (not during extracurricular
activities, youth or interscholastic athletics, within your home, during social events, etc.); AND

○ Both the COVID-positive individual and the close contact were fully masked at the time of
exposure, OR the exposure occurred during a brief unmasked period (e.g., during snack or
lunch) and social distancing of at least 6 feet was maintained, OR the exposure occurred
outdoors (either masked or unmasked) when supervised by staff (e.g., PE class, recess, mask
breaks); AND

○ The close contact remains asymptomatic; AND
○ For 10 days the staff member or student’s family submits a daily electronic form before departing

for school indicating that the staff member or student has no COVID-like symptoms within the
previous 24 hours; AND

○ The staff member or student does not participate in any aerosol-generating activities (e.g.
physical education, singing, playing brass or wind instruments, etc.) during the school day for the
duration of the 10-day Screen-and-Stay period.

● Benefits of Screen and Stay: This new approach from DPH will reduce the number of individuals
quarantining at home due to an in-school close contact.  As a result, we will maximize in-person
continuity of instruction by reducing the potential for disruption to learning due to at-home quarantining.

● Tentative Start Date: We hope to shift to this new approach on or before November 15, 2021.

In the coming days you will receive more detailed information about the Screen and Stay program, including the
required daily electronic health screening form.  We will also post more detailed information about Screen and
Stay on our website and will be updating our Mitigation Measures document to reflect this new approach.

FPS Student Leadership: Students from both our elementary and secondary levels presented at the
Expeditionary Learning Virtual Summit entitled, "Lifting Our Gaze." Acting as peer mentors during the
2020-2021 school year, secondary-level students taught elementary students how to facilitate proactive circles
in their own classrooms as a way to cultivate a deep sense of belonging among all students. Approximately 150



educators, experts, and practitioners attended this session. Congratulations to our students as well as our
teacher leaders and administrators!

Best,
Kathy

Some Resources for FPS Families:
Internal Resources:
● Reminder: To access information on FPS Continuing Education enrichment classes, please click here.
External Resources:
● Reminder: To access the COVID case rate for the Farmington community, please click here.
● Reminder: To access COVID vaccine information for children ages 5-11, please click here (FVHD) or here (UCONN
Health).
● Reminder:  This weekend is daylight saving time. Please remember to move clocks back by one hour on Sunday,
November 7, 2021.

https://www.fpsct.org/schools/farmington-extended-care-and-learning-excl
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/COVID-19-Data-Tracker
https://www.fpsct.org/uploaded/assets/common/covid19/FVHD_VaxClinic_HighSchool_5_Final.pdf
https://www.wfsb.com/news/uconn-health-holding-its-first-covid-vaccine-clinic-for-children-today/article_268f59f2-3d5a-11ec-8d48-bbf8754b9154.html
https://www.wfsb.com/news/uconn-health-holding-its-first-covid-vaccine-clinic-for-children-today/article_268f59f2-3d5a-11ec-8d48-bbf8754b9154.html

