Farmington Public Schools

West Woods Newsletter
The Welcome Back Edition

Fall 2022

Exciting Updates from 50 Judson Lane

Important Dates

We are the Wildcats!
Welcome to West Woods Upper Elementary School! West
Woods houses students in grades 5 & 6. There are three teams
in each grade- Birch, Pine, and Oak in grade 5 and Elm, Cedar,
and Maple in grade 6. We have a dynamite faculty and staff,
including curriculum specialists, special education teachers,
and mental health team. This year we are focused on “feeling rooted and branching
out” as learning community members. We want to warmly welcome our new facultyTaylor Queen (Maple teacher), Ximena Franco (Oak teacher), Sarah Lippincott
(special education), Tori Simek (special education), Laura Jordan (SLC teacher), Alyssa
Catlin (grade 5 school counselor), and Anna Stryjewska (long-term substitute).

August 26 - Meet & Greet
Please join your child’s
homeroom teacher for a
classroom tour. See the attached
flier for more information!
August 29 - First day of
school!
Sept. 1 & 2 - Early Dismissal
for Students at 1:15 p.m.

Sept. 5 - Labor Day

Meet & Greet - Welcome to WWUES!
We are so thrilled to meet our fifth grade students
and new sixth grade students on Friday, August 26
at 1:00 p.m. At West Woods, we are committed to
creating a community of learners who are engaged,
empowered, and connected. There is no better
place in the world than WWUES - Remember,
“The WEST is the BEST!”

Sept. 8 - Family and PTO
Lunch Bunch from 12-1 p.m.

PTO Updates

Please join the PTO and admin
team virtually via Google Meet.

Our West Woods PTO supports programs that enhance
student learning, sponsoring enrichment opportunities and
social events. Our PTO will have order forms for a variety of
items for students and families at our upcoming Meet &
Greet. These order forms will also be posted on our Friday
Folders site. Thank you for supporting our students!

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures
Please see the attached flier with arrival and dismissal procedures. Arrival to West
Woods will be between the hours of 8:30 and 8:40 a.m. every morning. Student drop

Sept. 15 - Curriculum Night
Please join us at 5:30 p.m. to
learn more about the 22-23
school year! More information
will be shared soon.
Sept. 19 - Fall Clubs/
Intramurals Begin

off is in the circle closest to the gymnasium. Students should
have their items ready so that they can exit their vehicle safely
and quickly. Students taking the bus to school will be picked
up on their route and then will arrive at West Woods between
8:30 and 8:40 a.m. For dismissal procedures, families are
welcome to park in the visitor lot, and walk to the
gymnasium blacktop to pick up their children beginning at
3:15 p.m.
West Woods Teaming
You may have noticed that West Woods no longer has Teams A-D and J-M. Since we
are the West “Woods”, each team in grade 5 and 6 is now named after a tree that can be
found on our property. In grade 5, we will have the Birch, Pine, and Oak teams, and in
grade 6 we will have the Elm, Cedar, and Maple teams. Each team consists of ELA
(English and Reading) and STEM (Math and Science) educators who tandem teach.

Sept. 26 - Rosh Hashanah
Oct.. 5 - Yom Kippur
Oct. 10 - No School
Oct. 11 - Teacher PD Day

Oct. 13 - School Picture Day
November 8 - Election Day &
Teacher PD Day
November 11 - Veterans Day

Happy 20 Years West Woods to our WWUES CREW!
We are excited to celebrate West Woods’ 20th school
year! Our beautiful building was completed in 2002
and has brought together thousands of students as a
learning community. Our fifth and sixth grade
students, along with faculty and staff, will find many
opportunities over the next year to celebrate, connect
with each other, and experience joy in learning. To
make the year extra special, we are committing to
engaging our student teams and classrooms as “crews”,
where students come together to contribute to a better world, are empowered in their
collective leadership, and belong to a team.
Family Lunch Bunch
Our first virtual Lunch Bunch will be held on
Thursday, September 8 from 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. via
Google Meet. The West Woods PTO, along with our
school leadership team will be hosting several of these
lunch bunch events over the course of the year in
partnership with families and community members.
Three particular areas of focus will be on creating a
community of belonging through CREW,
social-emotional wellness, and achievement. We look forward to seeing you then!
Family Communication
An email will go out to families every Friday. This email will include important
information, news, and links to the Friday Folders. The Friday Folders webpage
contains information and forms that you may need for the week, including sign-ups,
briefings, and PTO updates. For live updates on student learning, news, and
announcements, follow us @WWUESFarmington on Twitter.

Nov. 14 & 15 - Early
Dismissal for Parent/Teacher
Conferences
Teachers will be reaching out to
schedule conferences with
parents/families.

24 & 25 - Thanksgiving
Break
Enjoy the time with your family!
Nov. 30 - Trimester 1 Closes

Student Leadership Opportunities
Self-directed learning and leading are priorities here
at West Woods. There are several student leadership
opportunities at West Woods, including the Wildcat
Pack and Student Council. The Wildcat Pack gives
students both voice and choice in supporting a
positive school culture and climate that reflects
equity and belonging for all learners. 5th and 6th
grade students in the WW Student Council focus
primarily on building community and facilitating
activities and events. Morning announcements are facilitated by students everyday and
on Fridays our Wildcat News Team creates a special newscast. Encourage your child to
get involved today!
FPS Vision of the Global Citizen
At West Woods Upper Elementary School, we are
committed to building a strong bridge between elementary
school and middle school. Collaboratively, the faculty, staff,
and administration foster an environment which nurtures
and supports students physically, emotionally, socially, and
academically so that they can achieve their personal best.
We are excited to launch the 2022-23 school year by focusing on goals that are aligned
with the district’s commitment to engagement and the Vision of the Global Citizen.
FLEX - What is it?

December 8 & 9 - Early
Dismissal for Teacher PD

You may have heard from your student about our
FLEX block. This is a daily time for students to meet
with teachers and staff to support individual needs
and provide opportunities for enrichment. This time
gives students opportunities to take ownership over
their learning and reflect on areas of strength and
areas for growth. FLEX block time is used to support
all learners!

After School Activities & Intramurals
Intramurals and after school activities are available for students in grades 5 and 6. Late
buses will be available on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. We encourage
students to join clubs and activities.Teacher mentors will be reaching out to students
with more information on how to get involved in the coming weeks.
Who to Contact
The main office phone number at West Woods is (860)284-1230. Our main office
administrative assistants are Marnie Drury, De Vinci, and Marie Poulin. To report an
absence, please email wwattendance@fpsct.org. Best wishes for the start of the year!
With warmest regards,
Dr. Katherine Blore
WWUES Principal

West Woods Upper Elementary School
Grade 5 Student Supply List 2022-2023
Qty.

Item Description (All items must be labeled with student’s name)

1

Earbuds or headsets in a labeled zip-lock bag (will be kept in classroom all year)

1

Three-ring binder (1”)

2

Three-subject notebooks

5

Durable pocket folders

1

Pack of 12 colored pencils (sharpened)

4

Packs of 12 pencils (sharpened)

1

Portable hand-held pencil sharpener with cover for shavings

2

Glue sticks

1

Large eraser or pack of eraser caps (for pencils)

1

Highlighter pack (2-pack of assorted colors)

1

4-Pack of Dry Erase Markers

1

Dry Erase Eraser

1

Soft pencil case or ziplock bag (for organizing supplies)

1

Refillable water bottle (to bring to school everyday)

West Woods Upper Elementary School
Grade 6 Student Supply List 2022-2023
Qty.

Item Description (All items must be labeled with student’s name)

6

Durable pocket folders - 1 blue (math), 1 green (science), 1 red (SS), 1 yellow (LA), 1 for
art, & 1 other (HW)

5

One-subject spiral notebooks - 1 blue (math), 1 green (science), 1 red (SS), 2 yellow
(reading & writing)

2

Three-ring binders (1.5”)

2

Sets of 5-tab dividers

1

Pack of 12 colored pencils

2

Glue sticks

4

3 in. x 3 in. Post It Notes

2

Packs of 12 pencils (sharpened)

1

Pack of thin colored markers

1

Highlighter pack (4-pack of assorted colors)

1

Ruler (12 in./cm)

1

4 Pack of Dry Erase Markers

1

Dry Erase Eraser or Old Sock

1

Large book cover

1

Pack of black sharpies

1

Large eraser or pack of eraser caps (for pencils)

1

Portable hand-held sharpener with cover for pencil shavings

1

Earbuds or headsets in a labeled zip-lock bag (will be kept in classroom all year)

1

Soft pencil case or zip-lock bag (for organizing supplies)

1

Refillable water bottle (to bring to school everyday)

WWUES Student Arrival and Dismissal
2022 - 2023
Arrival Procedures
Bus Drop Off
●
●
●

Between the hours of 8:30 - 8:40 a.m.
Buses will enter and exit through BUS ONLY
circle.
Students will be dismissed by bus to the main
entrance beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Parent/Guardian Drop Off
●
●

●

●

Between the hours of 8:25 - 8:40 a.m.
Families will enter and exit through FAMILIES
ONLY circle. Enter WWUES from the Meadow
Road side of Judson Lane to avoid buses.
Please do not park your vehicle for drop off.
You will loop around the circle in your vehicle,
and when traffic is stopped, your child will exit
the vehicle.
Students should have their school items ready
to go so they can safely and quickly exit their
vehicle on the passenger side ONLY.

Dismissal Procedures
Bus Pick Up
●
●
●
●

Between the hours of 3:15 - 3:30 p.m.
Buses will enter and exit through BUS ONLY
circle.
Students will be dismissed by homeroom.
All buses will remain parked until students are
safely seated.

Parent/Guardian Pick Up
●
●

●

●

Between the hours of 3:15 - 3:40 pm.
Families will enter and exit through FAMILIES
ONLY entrance. Please enter from the
Meadow Road side of Judson Lane to avoid
buses.
When you arrive for pickup, please park in the
Visitor & Parent/Guardian Pickup Parking lot
and walk to the gymnasium blacktop. Monitors
will verify your identity, and dismiss your child.
Please use the crosswalk to return to your
vehicle in the parking lot.

You are cordially invited to the
annual West Woods

Meet & Greet
on August 26, 2022
at 1:00 p.m.
for Grade 5 Students & New Grade 6 Students
Meet your teacher and tour your
classroom space- We are excited
to meet you!
The PTO will have spirit wear available for
purchase during the Meet & Greet.

“Here’s the Scoop”
First Day of School at WWUES

● When will I get to see my new classroom and teacher?
We know you’re excited about coming back to school! Fifth graders and any new sixth graders may visit
their homeroom with a parent/guardian and meet their teacher on August 26 at 1:00 p.m. for our annual
Meet & Greet. Be sure to visit the PTO table to purchase or place orders for West Woods spirit gear.
Returning students (who are more familiar with West Woods) will meet their teachers on the first day of
school, August 29, 2022.
● What will happen when I arrive for the first day?
When your bus arrives, West Woods staff will greet you and direct you to where your homeroom teacher
will be waiting. Fifth graders will go to the cafeteria and sixth graders will go to the gym. Teachers will
have signs with their names on them to help you find your class. Then, together with the students from
your homeroom, you will walk through the front doors of West Woods as the bell rings for the start of the
school year.
● What should I expect to learn on the first day of school?
Most of the first day of school is spent with your homeroom teacher and classroom community, learning
the routines and expectations of your new school and new grade. You will receive a copy of your weekly
schedule and begin to learn where everything is located in our beautiful school. You will also get a copy of
the Student Handbook (right in your student planner) which will help you become more familiar with West
Woods.
● What supplies do I need for school?
Grade level supply lists can be found above and are also listed in the West Woods School Friday Folder.
● What should I bring to school on the first day?
o Pen and pencil
o Lunch or lunch money
o Completed summer reading list/log
o Please do not bring your instrument the first day
● What bus will I be on?
Bus information will be emailed to your family in mid-August. Teachers will help you at dismissal time
to find your bus, parent/guardian pick-up, EXCL, and/or walking route.

