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West Woods students have been exploring, taking
academic risks, persevering, collaborating, and
communicating daily in their math lessons. Through
these daily practices, students are not only learning the
math content, they are also learning to problem solve
and become mathematicians who are attentive to
details and fluent with their skills. 

Students begin their math lesson with an anchor task
that encourages them to collaborate with partners in
solving a challenging problem of practice. Then,
students dive into various strategies to solve the
problem before engaging in independent practice. By
empowering students to take ownership, dig deeper,
extend their thinking, and share responsibility for
learning, students are making great strides!

DEEP THINKING IN MATH

Students at West Woods have been focused on
"giving back" to the community in a variety of ways
this winter. Some of the service projects,
fundraisers, and independent projects that
students have been leading include raising over
$1,200 for the Connecticut Children's Medical
Center through PJ Day, collecting food goods prior
to Thanksgiving and collecting socks for the
homeless in Hartford, as well as raising funds for
the Water Project. As part of our work with CREW,
students also engaged in specific activities to
support the WW community- for example,
students helped to organize the book room,
cleaned up the grounds, and wrote kind
affirmations on the windows. The West is the Best!

GIVING BACK

Sixth grade band students recently participated in
Band Buddy Night at a FHS football game. This
wonderful mentorship opportunity helps create
lasting bonds between FHS and WWUES students.
Wildcats were able to see the high school band in
action and play some pep tunes with them. Thank you
to our Friends of Music partners and music teachers
for organizing this fabulous annual event. 

FHS & WW BAND BUDDIES 



This year at WWUES, we are thrilled to use our new
outdoor learning spaces to encourage
conversation and expand on student's natural
curiosity about the world around them. Thanks to
a generous Noah Wallace Fund grant last year,
our Wildcat Pack, in partnership with adult leaders,
were able to create three separate outdoor
learning spaces where students can connect with
their classroom learning community. In both
grade 5 and grade 6, students are encouraged to
think about environmental impact, whether it be
the number of bears in our local area or the
amount of plastic waste pollution. Wildcats are
stewards of the earth and are primed to protect it!
The photo below highlights a collaborative fire-
building experience at our fifth grade field trip to
Winding Trails!  

THE POWER OF THE
OUTDOORS

Students love to move! We have over 200 students
so far who have participated in intramurals, which
include indoor and outdoor activities like volleyball,
badminton, soccer, and running. 
Students are leaders! Our Student Council, Wildcat
Pack, and Diversity Club leaders continue to inspire
acts of kindness, inclusivity, and citizenship. 
Students love playing games! There are a variety of
gaming clubs coming up in this Winter and Spring
season that encourage some healthy competition.
Students are creative! Art, News Crew, and theater
clubs really allow students to hone these skills. 
Students love learning! A few examples of clubs that
encourage students to think deeply about various
concepts include our Science Bowl, Math Olympiad, 
 Coding with Scratch, and Lego Club. 

Wildcats love to connect with each other even after the
school days ends! This year, we are pleased to offer a
number of clubs and activities that encourage students
to connect, learn, and play. We know that...

AFTER SCHOOL EXCITEMENT

In honor of Computer Science Education Week in
December, all West Woods students participated in
the "Hour of Code.” By learning how to code, students
are learning to be creative, solve problems, and think
critically. These are all FPS Vision of the Global Citizen
skills that WWUES prioritizes as empowered learners.
The Hour of Code and computer helps prepare
students for future careers in technology and
computer science. 

HOUR OF CODE 2022

In social studies, sixth graders studied the structures
and functions of the United States government. They
visited the Old State House where they engaged in an
interactive voter registration, an election, a legislative
session, and a court trial. They took a tour of the
Capitol Building where they learned about the history
of the Capitol. Students visited the House and Senate
chambers in order to learn about the legislative
process. Students also toured the legislative Office
Building where public hearings and legislative
committee meetings are held.

A VISIT TO THE CAPITOL



This past fall, both fifth and sixth grade students honed
their writing skills by creating personal narratives.
Personal narratives are stories that share a message
that was learned through an experience of each
student's life. This is also an opportunity for students to
learn about each other and develop an appreciation
for the different perspectives and experiences that
their peers have. In these units of study, students are
not only learning more about each other, but about
the writing process, how to embed new vocabulary
and punctuation in their pieces, and reflect critically on
their own written work as empowered learners. 

WILD WILDCAT WRITERS

At West Woods, our teacher teams have been
engaging in book club discussions focused on the text
"Building Thinking Classrooms in Mathematics" by Peter
Liljedahl. An expert in the field, Mr. Liljedahl focuses on
key teaching practices that enhance deep thinking
and learning, like how students take notes, where they
work in the room, how they collaborate, the types of
tasks they engage in, and the kinds of questions that
are asked. These are just a few of the critcal thinking
practices that Mr. Liljedahl unpacks in his text.

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Grade 6 and 6 students have been working with their
teammates to create a logo and a  "chant" that they
feel represents their learning community and reflects
our West Woods whole school charter. In the picture to
the left, you can see the ELM team engaging in their
spirited calls to be a respectful, engaged, WW citizen
during our recent community meeting. Great job,
Wildcats!

CREWS IN ACTION

Our Wildcats have been participating in whole-school
community meetings this school year, which are
focused on celebrating all of their hard work in their
academic courses and in their CREWs. At these
meetings, we have been hearing from students as
they share reflections of their time on teams, and
about their learning of key VOGC skills. This month, we
heard from students who shared about the various
ways they commit to being a global citizen by helping
out in the WW and larger Farmington community.

COMMUNITY MEETINGS

Just a reminder that regular school
attenance is critical! If you have any
questions about truancy/attendance,
please contact the WWUES main office at
(860)284-1230. As always, please see our
Friday Folders for more information and
forms that you may need. The West Woods
team wishes you the happiest and
healthiest New Year!

Warmly, 
Dr. Blore & the WW Wildcat CREW

https://www.fpsct.org/schools/wwues/friday-folders

