August, 8, 2022
Dear West District Families,
I hope this letter finds you well and that you and your child/ren are enjoying a wonderful summer together.
Summer is a time to savor a slower pace, and I hope you and your families have been able to do just that. It’s hard to
believe that in just a few short weeks we will be preparing to come back to school for the 2022-2023 school year.
We are so excited to kick off another great year and especially excited to be able to welcome our families back into
the building this fall!
For all of our returning families, I want to thank you again for the partnership and support you showed last year as
we navigated the third school year impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Through the challenges of the past few
years, we have developed a deeper appreciation for the simplest things--having our students in school in person,
gathering together for assemblies and concerts, and celebrating our students’ learning in collaboration with our
families. I can’t thank you enough for your partnership as we worked through these challenges together. For our
new families, you are joining an incredible community. We welcome you to West District, and look forward to
getting to know you and your child/ren as the year unfolds.
The purpose of our collaborative work together is to support our students’ growth in reaching the dispositions
outlined in the Vision of the Global Citizen. This set of rigorous goals charts a course for our work with students
beginning in kindergarten, and develops the habits of mind necessary for citizenship in a global community. The
deeper learning required to reach these rigorous goals can only occur when students feel a true sense of belonging
to their learning community and when they are engaged in learning tasks and opportunities that feel personally
meaningful to them. This year, we are proud to introduce a revised set of Core Beliefs and an updated Framework
for Teaching and Learning that capture our highest aspirations for our students and our
learning community, and the strategies we will employ to get there. If you’re interested in
reading more about Farmington’s Core Beliefs and the Vision of the Global Citizen, you can
explore them more here.
In addition to creating learning opportunities that are stimulating and engaging for students,
we also seek to create physical environments that bring a sense of calm, spark joy, and
support our students in deeper learning. This summer, our school has undergone a number
of improvements that help our physical space reflect our commitment to providing
welcoming learning environments for faculty, staff, students, and families. One of the first
things you’ll notice when you return is the beautifully refurbished bench outside our main
entrance. Mr. Chuck, our skillful custodian, rebuilt this seating area as a spot for small group
instruction, independent work, or quiet reflection. As you make your way into the building,
you’ll notice new flooring throughout our hallways and cafeteria, a new bench in our main
hallway and a lighter and brighter environment overall. These updates were designed to
reflect the colors and materials of our beautiful outdoor campus at West District, and to bring
some of the outside, inside. I can’t wait for you to see it!
As we look toward the beginning of our next school year, I am always thinking about ways to
deepen our students’ connection to their learning communities and to leverage those
connections to support students’ academic growth. One way we can do this is by developing alliances between
students and teachers focused on supporting students in meeting rigorous goals. Learning alliances require trust
between students and teachers, skillful instruction and opportunities to practice coupled with ongoing feedback.
When students work in alliance with their teachers on goals they have identified for themselves, they do incredible
things. We partner with families in developing meaningful connections with our students so that they feel a sense
of belonging to their work, their school, and the broader community.
The health and wellbeing of our students, faculty, and staff continues to be our top priority. To that end, the State
has recently issued some updated guidance for schools around COVID mitigation. You can click here for the FPS

Return to School website and check back in the coming days for specific updates to our mitigation practices linked
here. Please feel free to reach out to me with any specific questions.
We are excited to welcome all students to visit West District School on Friday, August 26th. This special time will
allow children and families to see the classrooms, meet their new teachers and begin to develop the relationships
that will support a year of tremendous growth and learning. Please see the schedule below:
●

●

●

9:00-10:00: Kindergarten Students Visit West District: Students will visit their classrooms, meet
their teachers and take a quick practice bus ride. Please refer to the information Mrs. Schipper
previously shared regarding this visit.
10:30-11:30: In-Person Meet and Greet for returning Grades 1 - 4 students and families:
Families are welcome to come to school during this time to see students’ new classrooms and meet
their new teachers.
First Day of School Opening Ceremony: 8:45 a.m.: We will kick off another incredible year of
joyful learning on Monday, August 29th. Students will join their classroom teachers on the back
soccer field for a brief, whole-school welcome with a rain location, if needed. Faculty and staff will
meet students at the buses and at parent drop off and escort them to the back soccer field where
they will meet their teachers. Families are welcome to attend this ceremony. Please keep in mind
though, that our parking at West District is limited and the ceremony will be very brief. If you plan to
attend the ceremony, please plan to arrive at 8:30, parking in the designated grassy area.

Drop in Office Hours: Beginning the week of September 13th, I will set aside time on my calendar each month for
Family Drop-in Office Hours. Held virtually, these 15 minute appointments will allow us time to connect and give
you opportunities to share celebrations, ask questions, or share concerns. While I always want you to reach out if
your concerns are more immediate, this monthly check-in time will be a great opportunity for us to connect and for
you to share your insights and feedback. Sessions will be scheduled at lunch time and also in the early evening to
offer opportunities for all families to participate.
Our community continues to grow in exciting ways! I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome the incredible new
faculty and staff who are joining us this year. Their unique gifts and talents will enrich our community in
immeasurable ways, and I know you’ll join me in welcoming them to West District:
●
●
●

Alexandrea Liberno, who joins our 3rd grade team as a classroom teacher
Stephanie Bishop, who joins our 1st grade team as a classroom teacher
Traci Marshall, who joins our Special Education team as a Resource Teacher

I am so excited to begin another year of working alongside you, our families, in support of your child(ren)’s growth
and learning. I would like to personally invite you to think about sharing some of your time talents with our
community by serving on our Parent Teacher Organization. Our PTO is an incredibly dedicated group of families
and teachers who work together around the common goal of enriching learning experiences for all Tigers. We
welcome new faces and new voices and would love to have you join us in whatever capacity you are able. If you are
interested in sharing your time and talents with this committee, please reach out to Kathy Davis and/or Lisa
McMahon, our PTO presidents, via the PTO email at wdpto@fpsct.org.
Wishing you and your family all the best in these remaining days of summer!
Warmly,

Questions about School Supplies?
Our supply list is published on our website, and listed below for your
information!
While we try to provide most of the supplies that students will need in
school at all grade levels, it will be helpful for our older students to
bring the following items on the first day of school:

Grade

Supplies Needed

K and 1

No supplies needed

2

●
●
●
●
●
●

12 sharpened pencils
1-2 glue sticks
1 pair of Fiskars student scissors
1 box of 8-12 Crayola colored pencils, sharpened
1 box of 8-12 Crayola washable markers
1 plastic pencil box

3

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

12-24 pre-sharpened #2 pencils
2 plastic/sturdy folders
pencil erasers (pencil-top erasers preferred)
2 large glue sticks
2 packs of thin dry erase markers (black ONLY)
4 packs of 3”x 3” post-it notes in a variety of colors
a pair of student-sized scissors
thin/fine line washable markers (pack of 8-12)
regular washable markers (pack of 8-12)
colored pencils (pack of 12)
crayons (pack of 24)
headphones or earbuds
1 large zip lock bag labeled with student’s first and last name
Optional: 1 corded mouse with USB connection

4

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

2 glue sticks
2 white board markers (thin-tip is best)
1 box of colored pencils (12 pack)
2 highlighters (any color)
1 box of 12 pencils (sharpened, if possible)
1 pair of headphones
1 sturdy two-pocket homework folder (no binders, please!)

Please Take Note - Our Friday Folder page is updated frequently. On Fridays during the school
year, you will receive an e-mail notification with a link to review current school and community
events.
Click here to view!

SUMMER READING INFORMATION!
Did you know? Reading books for at least 20 minutes each day is a great way
to help prepare your child to come back to school. It’s also so much fun!
Throughout elementary school, children still need a good mix of reading on
their own and listening to stories read to them. For great book
recommendations appropriate to your child’s age and interests, visit the
Farmington Public Library or check out our summer learning website here.

****************************************************
IMPORTANT REQUEST!
Thank you to over 200 families who have completed the FPS request for Student Demographic Updates!
This required annual update needs your attention even if you do not have any changes to make as your
response serves as your child’s emergency card that we hold on file for the year. If you haven’t yet
responded, please check your inbox or spam for an e-mail from FPS and sign into your child’s
portal account, see example below:
From: FPS_ActionNeeded1@fpsct.org
To: <parent e-mail address on file>
Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: FPS-Emergency Card Update for xxx (22-23 School Year)
Have you moved or changed your phone number or e-mail since you completed the annual
demographic update online via InfoSnap/PowerSchool? Please notify our office so that we may
have the most up to date contact information on file for your child.

Helpful Information for a Great School Year!
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL:
Our parking lot traffic flow pattern is two-way throughout the school day. Please heed the signs, lines,
arrows and staff member directions and make sure to keep to the right when driving through the school
parking lot. THE BUS LANE REMAINS A ONE-WAY, BUS ONLY LANE and there is NO Parking At ANYTIME
in this lane. Keep in mind that it is unlawful to pass a bus with flashing red lights. The Farmington Police
Department will help enforce this and other important laws periodically. Violators will be subject to a
ticket and fine.
The rear parking lot is designed to aid in parent pick up and drop-off procedures. Detailed instructions
about drop off and parent pick up procedures can be found in the Family Handbook, which will be
finalized soon and shared with all families as well as posted on our website. When dropping children off
in the morning, please use the rear parking lot (Parent drop-off begins at 8:30 - please do not leave
students unattended before this time) and make sure that your child exits on the curb side of the car.
Parent Drop-off is for a quick drop and go— make sure that you do not pull away before your child is
safely on the other side of the cones. If you need to assist your child, please park and walk your child to
the main entrance for admission.

Arrival Times:
● Buses and vans: 8:30—8:40 a.m.
● Walkers 8:30—8:40 a.m.
● Parent Drop off: 8:25*** - 8:40 a.m. We are piloting an early drop off for parent pick up to
help ensure all students are in their rooms and ready to start their day promptly at 8:45.
Please plan to arrive on our campus at 8:25 for student drop off.
Dismissal Times:
● EXCL: Dismissed at 3:11 pm to Cafe and escorted by EXCL staff
● Walkers: 3:12 p.m.
● Parent pick up: 3:13 p.m. (Students are dismissed when an authorized parent/other
designated adult arrives and checks in with the staff member on duty.)
● Buses/vans: 3:15 pm
Most students are eligible for a bus. If your child is a walker or if you wish to change your child’s
dismissal or arrival plan, we ask you to submit the dismissal information in your child’s portal when
notified the week of 8/15 or complete a Student Transportation Update form and submit it to
wdoffice@fpsct.org or fax 860-675-4103 before 8/22/22.
ATTENDANCE:
Regular attendance at school is critical to students’ success and is required by
district policy and Connecticut law. This loss of classroom instructional time
because of absences adversely impacts both student learning and academic
success. In addition, students who arrive late start their days feeling unsettled.
Please help your child start their day feeling positive and confident by getting
them to school on time. Students must be physically present in their
classroom by 8:45. to be considered on-time.
NOTIFYING THE SCHOOL OF ABSENCES:
If your child is absent from school, please call the Main Office at (860) 673-2579 as early in the day as
possible - not later than 8:45 a.m. If you leave a message reporting your child’s absence please be sure
to leave their name, teacher, reason for absence and any symptoms that they are suffering from. Students
must bring any required documentation of their absence to the Main Office on the first day they return to
school.

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THIS YEAR’S SCHOOL CALENDAR!
A hard copy will be available in your family’s welcome back packet:)

I want to mention a few key events coming up in the next few weeks so you can add them to your calendar, see
below:
● New Student Group Tours: Tuesday, 8/9 at 6 p.m. or Wed. 8/17 at 12 p.m.
● Week of 8/15: Teacher and bus information will be sent to all families via e-mail notification.
Please respond promptly by submitting requested information.
Friday, August 26th:
○ Kindergarten Orientation and Bus Ride 9 - 10 a.m.
○ Grade 1 - 4 Student Visit (new and returning students): 10:30-11:30 a.m.
● Monday, August 29th: First Day of School!
● Thursday and Friday, September 2nd and 3rd: Early Closing for Teacher Meetings:
○ Important NOTE! Dismissal Time is at 1:15 p.m.
● Monday, September 5th School Closed for Labor Day
● Wednesday, September 14th - Curriculum Night
● Monday, September 26 School Closed for Rosh Hashanah
● Friday, October 14th - School Picture Day!

Forms Here! Get Your Forms Here!
School Forms
●
●
●
●

Dismissal Change Notes (for daily dismissal changes if needed)
Library Book Access - No Library Card Needed!
Free and Reduced Lunch Application
Alternate Transportation Form (use this form to request an alternate bus stop/pick up)

West District School Contact List
860-673-2579
Option 3 for Main Office
Option 4 for EXCL
Option 2 for Nurse

We value your partnership and encourage you to reach out with questions, concerns, or information
about your child.
Contact your child’s classroom teacher for questions about academic progress, expectations, classroom
routines.
West District Classroom Teachers
Kindergarten
Mrs. Sally Chaves
chavess@fpsct.org

Grade 1
Ms. Stephanie Bishop
bishops@fpsct.org

Grade 2
Mrs. Meloney Colson
colsonm@fpsct.org

Grade 3
Ms. Allison Coffey
coffeya@fpsct.org

Grade 4
Ms. Brooke Bukowski
bukowskib@fpsct.org

Mrs. Mya Maloney
maloneym@fpsct.org

Mrs. Charity Brower
browerc@fpsct.org

Mrs. Stephanie Kessler
kesslers@fpsct.org

Mrs. Kaitlyn Krolikowski
krolikowskik@fpsct.org

Ms. Kathryn Dooley
dooleyk@fpsct.org

Mr. Thomas Hassett
hassettt@fpsct.org

Mrs. Jessica Daniel
danielj@fpsct.org

Mrs. Amber
Ricciardiello

Ms. Alexandrea Liberno
libernoa@fpsct.org

Mrs. Michelle McKenney
mckenneym@fpsct.org

Ms. Alexa Zygiel
zygiela@fpsct.org

Mrs. Emily Dube
dubee@fpsct.org

Ms. Alexis Schwapp
schwappa@fpsct.org

Ms. Sarah Mangiafico
mangiaficos@fpsct.org

ricciardielloa@fpsct.org

Mrs. Katie Quindlen
quindlenk@fpsct.org

Who to call for answers to these and other questions!
Main Office
Lisa Schipper - Administrative Secretary
Megan McCormick - Special Services/Office Clerk
wdoffice@fpsct.org
● To report an absence or tardy
● For an unplanned dismissal change
● For all other questions/concerns

Nurse
Lauren Foote, RN
footel@fpsct.org
●
●

To report an absence
For heath related
information and updates

EXCL 860-675-1874
Site Leader
wdexcl@fpsct.org
●

●

To inquire about
before/after school
programs
For all after care
concerns

Other Faculty Members Who Can Help!
Mrs. Heather Hill, School Psychologist hillh@fpsct.org
Mrs. Nicole Collins, Head Teacher, Literacy Specialist, Family/School Liason collinsn@fpsct.org
Mr. Bryan Giansanti, Head Teacher, Math Specialist, Family/School Liason giansantib@fpsct.org
Mrs. Carolyn Fink, Principal finkc@fpsct.org

