
Student Drop Off at Noah Wallace 
 

                                                     
From:  Youth Officer Stan Lada    
 

Dear Noah Wallace Families, 

 

I frequently receive complaints from frustrated parents about student drop off at Noah Wallace in the morning.  As the Youth 

Officer assigned to Noah Wallace, I have spent countless hours trying to solve this problem.   
 

For several years now, the morning traffic pattern for student drop off has required that all parent drivers using curb side drop off 

enter the parking lot through the upper entrance way, stay in line, and pull up as far as possible.  Students must disembark in the 

Student Drop-off Zone, and parents using the curb side drop off MUST STAY IN THEIR CARS.  Curb side drop off is 
only available from 8:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m., and when there is a staff member on duty.  Before 8:30 a.m. and after 8:45 a.m., 

parents must park their cars and walk their children up to the main entrance door.  If parents choose to park and walk their child to 

the outside main entrance door, they should be using the sidewalk next to the playground bank.  PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW 

STUDENTS TO WALK AMONG THE CARS. 
 

There are a couple of reasons for these policies.  First and foremost is student safety!  I have observed morning drop-off on many 

occasions and there is an excessive amount of traffic in the parking lot.  Unlike school buses, cars do not have stop signs and stop 

lights that require vehicles to stop and wait for students to disembark, or face a fine near $500.  It would be a tragedy for a student 

(as well as the driver) to be struck by a car and injured or worse.  Please do not allow children to walk through the parking lot. 
 

Second is simply, consideration of others.  When parents have to get out of their vehicles, help their children out of the car, kiss 

and hug them good-bye, and then get back in their vehicle takes a considerable amount of time.  If you couple that with not 

pulling all the way forward, then the line of cars really start to back up.  Traffic is often backed up onto Church St. which in turn 

causes a problem for the residents who live in the area, some of which don’t even have children that go to Noah Wallace. 
 

With heavy snow falls possible, and frequent cold temperatures which prevent melting, parking spaces will dwindle as well.  

Parents and staff alike become frustrated and I have seen incidents where tempers have flared. 
 

I believe there are a few solutions to these issues.  First, please put your child on the school bus. The Farmington School District 

provides safe and reliable transportation for every child to get to school. Your child will never be marked late to school if they are 

transported to school on the school bus.  The school bus is also a great place for your children to have an opportunity to socialize 

with their friends before and after school.  My kids love the school bus and get very upset if they miss their bus in the morning.  

The more students who take the bus will greatly reduce the amount of vehicular traffic around the school. 
 

Second, please carpool and take turns with your neighbors driving the kids to school.  This will also lead to fewer vehicles on 

school grounds, which in turn will lead to less traffic and a safer environment. 
 

Third, plan to arrive at school by 8:30 a.m.  By leaving home earlier, you will avoid traffic problems in the parking lot.   
 

Finally, as stated before, when dropping off your child curb side, please pull all the way forward.  If more vehicles unload 

simultaneously, then the time it takes to get through the traffic pattern will be reduced significantly. 
 

If in the end you chose none of the above, remember, BE PATIENT.  You have made a conscious choice to drive your student to 

school and should expect that there will be delays due to a high volume of vehicular traffic, as well as the few parents who refuse 

to be considerate of the many who do follow the rules. 
 

We need to work as a team to improve the traffic situation at Noah Wallace, and to guarantee the safety of all. I hope you will join 

Dr. Huber and I in this important effort.  I am available to discuss the traffic issues and I am open to any additional suggestions 

for improvement. I can be contacted at (860) 675-2431.  Thank you for your support in this very important matter. 

 

Officer Stan Lada 

Youth Officer 

Farmington Police Department  
 

              


