Noah Wallace
Return to School Plan
Fall, 2020

Norms
● Please keep microphones on mute
● Type questions / comments in the chat
box
● Assume positive intent
● Expect & accept non-closure

Purpose
Purpose: Provide more school speciﬁc
information related to the opening of Noah
Wallace on September 2, 2020.
Thank you for your individual questions. I was able to read all
of our NW questions. Many will be answered this evening.
Those that are not answered this evening will be answered as
soon as possible.

Essential resources for reopening
We will review a few features of our plan today. For more detailed
information, these documents below are available for your reference:
● Return to School Plan
● Family Frequently Asked Questions
● Family Survey Results

Guiding Principles:
● The health and safety of all members of our school
district
● Social emotional well-being of all members of our
school district
● A strong focus on equity as well as academic
excellence for all students
● Flexibility, adaptability and optimism must drive all
aspects of this plan as the pandemic requires us all to
be nimble and shift quickly to meet the needs of all of
our learners

Three Continuity of Instruction Scenarios

Our Current Model: Week 1 of School

Early Release: School Ends at 1:15

Our Current Model:
September to Early October

Our Current Model: Staggered Transition to
Full In-Person

Instructional Model Overview
●

Students assigned same teacher for the year

●

Students follow same daily schedule in all models

●

Students learning from home must login each morning for attendance

●

Teachers teach a live portion at start of lesson using the webcam followed by
students working on learning task on their own, with small group (break out
Google Meets) or individual check-ins (Google Meet or in person)

●

Students at school or home access materials and complete assignments in
Google Classroom or provided print resources (writer’s notebook, Math in Focus
resources)

●

Families who elect the remote FPS Interactive Learning will need to supervise
their children to fully and eﬀectively access and participate in the program in
real time

Safety at our School
●
●
●
●
●

Health & Safety
Protocols
PPE & Safety
Signage
Ventilation

Health and Safety
●

●

●
●
●

Mitigation Strategies: Follow the ﬁve mitigation strategies (mask wearing,
maximize social distancing, PreK-8 cohorting, handwashing, sanitizing/cleaning
surfaces/spaces)
Illness Monitoring and Tracking: Work closely with the FVHD and under their
direction, we will engage in Active Illness Tracking by nurses, faculty and staﬀ
with a separate room (Health Annex) for students who are ill as well as Passive
Illness Tracking (families check temperatures daily before school)
Visitors: Appointment Only (Visitors)--All Parent Meetings will be Virtual at this
time
Nurses: Nurses will follow CDC, FVHD and DPH Guidance (COVID-19 Spread)
Communication: Schools will communicate positive COVID-19 cases
(non-identiﬁable) and we will ask families to communicate illness to schools

Protocols
Key Elements:

• Staﬀ and families will receive communications about staying home
when sick. District-wide sick protocols, including signs and
symptoms of COVID-19, and temperature thresholds will be
communicated with families.
• Staﬀ and students (or their parents/ guardians) will be asked to
perform a self-assessment prior to leaving for school to identify fever
and other possible COVID-19 symptoms. This self-assessment will
include a temperature threshold.
• Students or staﬀ who have symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or a
temperature above the threshold of 100.0°are required to stay home.
• Students and staﬀ are asked to inform the school if they are sick with
COVID-19 related symptoms, particularly if they had a known contact
with someone diagnosed with COVID-19.
• We are awaiting guidance from the Farmington Valley Health District
about the number of hours a child should stay out after being fever
free. We will update our protocols when a decision is made.

Personal Protective Equipment/Supplies
Some sample materials and equipment being purchased thus far related to
mitigation strategies (mask wearing, maximizing social distancing,
sanitizing facilities, K-8 cohorting)
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Face Masks
Transparent Masks (Special Services)
Face Shields
Social distancing signage, directional travel signage throughout facilities
Folding desk transparent shields as needed
Folding tables for outside instruction and outside eating
Additional facility cleaning, sanitizing wipes, soap, hand sanitizer, etc.
Plexiglass for oﬃces/conference rooms as needed

Signage
● Entrances will have signs reminding all faculty, staﬀ, and
students to wear a mask.
● Bathroom signs will advise students about handwashing and
social distancing.
● Hallway signs will indicate “traﬃc” patterns and have social
distancing reminders in common areas.
*Building principals and custodians will develop and
install age-appropriate signage related to reducing
the spread of COVID-19 throughout the schools.
Signs will be accessible to students with
disabilities and written in languages appropriate
for the school population.

Ventilation
Guidance was provided through the “School Systems for the Operation
of Central and non-Central Ventilation Systems during the COVID-19
Pandemic” by the CT Department of Public Health
Ventilation systems at NW will be adjusted in order to optimize their
capabilities.
Existing ducts have been reopened and will be cleaned.
Rooftop Units will be upgraded or installed and will continuously move
air throughout the building.

Safety Across the Day
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Cohorting
Staggered Arrival and Dismissal procedure
Movement around the building
Example Schedule
Classroom set-ups
Lunch Waves
Two recesses, Read Aloud (RA), outdoor spaces, mask breaks
Bathrooms
Interventions, ELL, specialized instruction, specials, Spanish

Cohorting
Cohort: A cohort is deﬁned at the elementary level as a group of
students who participate in school-related activities together. At
Noah Wallace, students are part of a classroom cohort for most of
their day. Additionally, within their class cohort, they are also part
of a Hybrid Cohort Group A or B.
● To the greatest extent possible, the cohort will remain intact and
will not interact with other cohorts.
● Cohorts will learn together, have lunch together, and they will have
recess together.
● Students may also be part of a bus cohort or an EXCL cohort.

Arrival and Dismissal
Arrival
●
●

Students will enter the building when their bus arrives through
designated entrances at the School Street side of NW.
Drop-oﬀ:

○ Last Names A-K: 8:30-8:40/L-Z: 8:40-8:50
○ Students that are being driven into school will have
designated entrance doors based on grade level at the Main
Entrance side of NW.
○ Preschool students will be informed of speciﬁc drop-oﬀ
times and will enter the building on the School St. side of
NW.
○ Students who arrive after 9:00 will be considered tardy.

Arrival and Dismissal
Dismissal

● Family Pick-up will be divided into 2 pick-up rooms
(gym-Hybrid Group A and library-Hybrid Group B).
● EXCL students will report to the cafeteria
● Teachers will escort students to buses

Schedule Example
Two 20 minute
recesses will be
outside whenever
possible
Read Aloud (RA) will
be outside when
possible
Handwashing will
occur when students
arrive at school,
before lunch, after
lunch and before
dismissal
Specials will be
outside or in the
classroom
Spanish will be
remote

Sample Classroom Set-Up
Key features:
● Room cleared of excess furniture
● Desks spaced at least 3 ft apart
● Desks in evenly spaced rows and facing
the same direction
Important routines:
● Students remain in their desk for the
majority of the lesson
● Students should sign out for bathroom
usage
● Protocols in place for visiting the Nurse

Lunch Waves
●
●
●

●

●

There will be pre-packaged items available for
students to purchase.
Classes will be in diﬀerent locations assigned
(cafeteria and gymnasium).
Circular tables will be used in the cafeteria.
Rectangular tables with chairs will be used in the
gymnasium.
Tables will have plexiglass barriers will be used on
the circular tables. Tables will be limited to 4
students. (2 during Hybrid)
Students will be appropriately socially distanced and
will have to sign out to use the restroom.

Recess
●
●
●

●
●

●

All classes will have 2 recesses
outdoors whenever possible.
Red Spaces are recess areas that
will be assigned (1-4)
Blue Spaces (A-D) are assigned
Read Aloud (RA) areas and will
also be assigned.
Equipment will be assigned to
cohorts of students.
If students are able to keep 6 feet
from each other, they will not be
required to wear masks.
Playground will be disinfected
between cohorts.

Bathrooms
● Bathrooms will be assigned to cohorts of students and teachers.
● One bathroom stall and one sink will be available for use in all
bathrooms
● Schedules will be created for bathroom use during the school
day to the greatest extent possible
● Handwashing will occur in bathrooms for students who do not
have sinks in their classrooms (arrival and before/after lunch)
● Students will need to sign in and out of bathrooms

Interventions, ELL, Specialized Instruction,
Specials, Spanish, Strings
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Rooms will be designated as grade level cohort spaces for
interventions/specialized instruction.
Cleaning will be completed after each cohort/group ﬁnishes.
Students will bring their desk shields to interventions.
Specials will be outside OR in classrooms.
Specials will be the same each day for a set number of days.
Spanish will be remote and students connect using their chromebooks.
Strings will be oﬀered to students in grades 3 and 4 with all mitigation
strategies present.
Orchestra and Chorus will be on hold until further notice.

Social Emotional Learning
●
●
●
●
●

Building relationships with students
Building relationships with families
Daily proactive circles
Taking care of ourselves and one another
Implementation of RULER strategies from the Yale Center for
Emotional Intelligence (developing a charter, using the Mood
Meter to label emotions, and using a Meta-Moment to
regulate emotions)

Teaching and Learning
Teaching and learning in all scenarios will align with our FPS
student-centered instructional models and beliefs:
Core Beliefs (The Why);
Vision of the Global Citizen (The What);
Framework for Teaching and Learning--Our Instructional Design
(The How); and
● Theory of Action (Our Direction).
Professional Development days at the start of the school year will include
instructional planning to support the likelihood that we will need to
transition from one scenario to another over the course of the coming
months of school.
●
●
●

Technology resources for all
Google Classroom: Farmington teachers use Google Classroom. This is the
primary mode of engaging in both in-person and remote learning with the
use of technology.
1:1 Chromebooks for Grades 1-12: With the start of the 2020-21 school year,
every student will have an assigned Chromebook. Students will charge
devices at home and transport them to school for in-person learning.
Webcams: Classroom webcams to assist with synchronous learning for
students at home

Noah Wallace Traditions
Most events will be virtual for at least September: First Day Flag Ceremony,
New Student Ice Cream Social, Curriculum Night
Assemblies: The PTO and I are working together to schedule a virtual
assembly for the fall.
All PTO Meetings will be virtual this year.

Preparing your Family for the Return to School
●
●
●
●
●

●
●

Check out our Virtual Friday Folders for grade level school supply lists
(this Friday) and other updates
Class placements will be released on Friday, August 21.
Read communications from the district (Community Updates come on
Fridays and “Did you know…?” come on Mondays)
Find a comfortable mask, practice wearing it, and send extras in a
clearly labeled bag.
Develop a ‘going back to school’ routine:
○ Daily self-assessment health check
○ Practice hand washing and hygiene practices
○ Get up, get dressed, and be ready to learn by 9:00 a.m.
Setting up a learning space free of distractions for at home learning
Set up a family plan for all three models

Our School Calendar

Notification
We are preparing for a full return to school at this time.
Please be on the lookout in your email for our next survey.
Send an email to your principal and school secretary if you plan to opt for
FPS Interactive Learning for the ﬁrst semester by Thursday, 8/13/2020.
huberc@fpsct.org
winschelj@fpsct.org

