Dear Noah Wallace Families:

August 16, 2021

In just a few short weeks, we will be welcoming back teachers and students to Noah Wallace School. We
cannot wait to welcome our families back for the 2021-2022 school year! We look forward to beginning
the school year on Monday, August 30. You will be receiving your class placement information and
other information from the district in the next few days. Transportation information will be available
before the first day of school. Next week, we will be emailing an electronic copy of our Family
Handbook with more detailed information about the 2021-22 school year.
First, I want to acknowledge how challenging the last two years have been for families and I want to
thank you again for your partnership and support as we continue to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. As
a parent of three children myself, I appreciate how hard it can be to make decisions for our children in
these uncertain times, and I want to thank you for your trust in me and in our faculty. There is nothing
more important to us than the safety and wellbeing of your children and your families.
I hope that you all had an opportunity to enjoy your summer. My family and I accomplished several
goals. First, we checked off another two National Parks from our bucket list. In late June, we enjoyed the
thermal features of the “super volcano” of Yellowstone National Park and saw bison, a grizzly bear, and
numerous elk. We also swam in the pristine and refreshing lakes of Grand Teton National Park and white
water rafted down the Snake River in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. My two older children, McKenna and
Abbie spent three weeks at sleep away camp while my youngest child, Ben, enjoyed some extra time with
me and my husband, Kevin. Most recently, I played my first game of golf at Emerald Bay in Great
Exuma, Bahamas. On the 14th hole, we watched two sharks swim very close to the beach we were
swimming in earlier that day. It was a summer focused on family and rejuvenation.
The entire Noah Wallace community has been working extremely hard to prepare for the 2021-22 school
year. I would like to thank the countless Noah Wallace families and staff that helped to water and weed
the garden this summer. We continue to harvest the delicious vegetables and herbs that have been
growing.Health and Safety
We will continue to follow many of our safety protocols and COVID-19 mitigation strategies from last
year in order to keep our community safe.

FPS Return to School Plan- Mitigation Practices (2021-2022 School Year): Click here for a
document outlining the mitigation practices that will be implemented in the 2021-2022 school
year. This document includes requirements we have received thus far from the Connecticut
Department of Public Health (DPH) in partnership with the Connecticut State Department of
Education (CSDE). Click here for a link to our 2021 Return to School website, which is also
updated regularly to reflect the most up-to-date information about all aspects of our return to
school for the 2021-2022 school year. As a reminder, there is no remote learning option this
school year. This is outlined in our 2021 Maintaining In-Person Learning and Continuity of
Services Plan sent to families in June.

“I belong here. I can succeed here. I am trusted to make wise choices here.”

Mask Wearing-As announced in a community letter from Kathy Greider last week, all
individuals (vaccinated or unvaccinated) will need to wear a mask while inside our schools and
on the school bus for the foreseeable future. Please be sure to send several masks to school with
your child each day. Students will not be required to wear masks while outside.

Chromebooks
All Grade 2-Grade 4 students are expected to bring their CHARGED chromebooks home and then
back to school each day. Kindergarten and Grade 1 Chromebooks will be stored and charged in the
classroom.

Welcome
We would like to welcome several new faculty and staff members to our Noah Wallace Community. We
are so delighted that they have chosen to bring their many talents to Farmington, and we know that they
will be a tremendous addition to our faculty. Please join me in welcoming:

Ellen Bethea, Second
Grade Team

Mikaela Oss, Strings
Teacher

The East Farms
Kindergarten Academy,
Angie Simpson
Hillary McMullen
Alyssa Catala
Leigh Grande
Alexa Mason

Betty Phillips, Clerk

Traditions
Something I continue to grapple with as principal is how to maintain the special traditions and
experiences that make Noah Wallace such an amazing place for our students and families while STILL
maintaining a safe environment for all community members. The faculty, staff and I will continue to find
ways to keep relationships at the heart of all we do even if we need to continue to modify some of our
practices. Here are some of the Noah Wallace Traditions that will take place in the coming weeks.
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Kindergarten Bus Orientation:
~All East Farms incoming Kindergarten students and one family member: Friday, August 27 at 9:00 AM
~All Noah Wallace incoming Kindergarten students and one family member: Friday, August 27 at 10:45
AM
New Students in Grades 1-4
New students to Noah Wallace for the 2021-22 school year in grades 1-4 will also be invited to attend an
ice cream social on the evening of August 26 from 6-7 PM. The PTO will be contacting those families
directly.
Virtual Meet and Greet
One example of a modified tradition will be our Virtual Meet and Greet that we will schedule on
Friday, August 27 for all RETURNING 1-4 students. This is in place of our annual meet and greet.
During these virtual meetings, students will get a chance to see their teachers face to face, talk to them,
see the classrooms and begin to get excited about the year ahead. The teachers will send more
information about this. Another example is our First Day of School Flag Ceremony. While we won’t
be able to gather on the blacktop again this year, we will have a live streamed opening for all children and
families that will feature many of the same traditions. When we feel a sense of loss about our special
traditions and ‘the way things used to be,’ it’s important to remember that social distancing is a way to
show kindness and caring toward all people, and that it will help bring us back together as one community
as soon as it is safe.
These are a few key events coming up in the next few weeks that you can add to your calendar:
● Friday, August 27th: Virtual Meet and Greet for K-4 Students (More information will be
shared shortly.)
● Monday, August 30: First Day of School (Dismissal is at 3:15 PM)
● Thursday and Friday, September 2 and 3 Early Release Days: 12:30 PM dismissal.
● Monday, September 6: Labor Day- No School
● Tuesday, September 7: No School: Rosh Hashanah
● Tuesday, September 14: First Virtual PTO meeting
● Wednesday, September 22: Virtual Curriculum Night 6-8 PM
● Picture Days: Thursday, October 28/Retake Day: Monday, November 29
Amazingly, August 30 will be here with the blink of an eye. I wish you well during the last few days of
summer vacation. I look forward to beginning my fifth year as a leader who is committed to providing
your children with an education that will help them grow as learners and as people. I feel so lucky to be
part of this incredible school community.
Warm regards,

Carrie Wessman Huber, Principal
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