
Hello! We hope this note finds you and your families well. We are thrilled to be back at 
school and getting to know your students. We are Amy Miller, English department 
leader, and Jessica Tolles, Literacy Specialist, and we are writing to inform you about 
an upcoming Scholastic Reading Inventory Assessment (SRI) all 9th and 10th grade 
students will take in their English class during the month of September. The SRI is given 
to all students in grades 7-10 enrolled in Farmington Public Schools in the fall and 
spring in order to produce a Lexile score for each student. While the test is untimed, it 
typically takes between 20-30 minutes for a student to complete the assessment. Due to 
COVID-19, we were unable to administer the assessment last spring. 

A Lexile is a measure of a student’s reading ability and development. The Lexile 
Framework provides a measure of the reading difficulty of text, such as a book or 
magazine article. The Lexile scale ranges from below 100L to above 2000L. In 
Farmington Public Schools, we use the lexile scores that emerge from the SRI as one of 
several tools to measure student growth, support teachers in matching students with 
books and materials, and determine students who may need additional support. We 
understand that a piece of data such as a Lexile score informs us of one thing about a 
student but may obscure another, so we use the Lexile score as a starting point--not an 
end point--when we are considering systems of support or challenge appropriate for any 
given learner. 

The SRI is administered online and is computer-adaptive so that it adjusts item difficulty 
to students’ responses. As students progress through the assessment, the difficulty 
level of questions changes according to each response. When the student answers a 
question correctly, the Lexile of the next question increases. When the student answers 
a question incorrectly, the Lexile of the next question decreases. The assessment stops 
once the student has answered a sufficient number of questions to determine an 
accurate Lexile measure. 

For those of you with students who are at-home learners this year or during the week 
when the SRI is administered in your student’s English class, you may see your student 
taking this assessment. We encourage you to encourage your student to do so to the 
best of his/her/their ability. 

If you have any questions about the SRI or about your student’s lexile, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to either of us. We wish you the best this fall! 

Amy Miller, English Department Leader, and Jessica Tolles, Literacy Specialist 

 


