East Farms School
P R I N C I PA L ’ S
NEWSLETTER
IMPORTANT
DATES
Feb 13th
Gr. 3 Strings Concert
Feb 20th 6:00-7:30
Math Night
Feb 26th 6:00-7:00
Good Start Meeting

NO SCHOOL

February 17 & 18
Winter Recess

FEB R U AR Y

2 0 20

From the Principal’s Desk
I would like to take the opportunity to acknowledge one of our greatest
assets which is our parent volunteer program. We salute and thank our
parent and school community volunteers for the hundreds of hours unselfishly given to our school. Volunteers have assisted teachers in an out
of the classroom, helped in the cafeteria and recess, tutored, guided in the
building of student projects, chaperoned field trips, helped in the library,
supported and worked at student fundraisers, and helped in the office.
Above all, they have never denied a request for help. The following is a
list of PTO Committees made up of more than fifty volunteer leaders that
support every aspect of service to our students and raise funds for our
school.
PTO Executive Board

5K Race

Student Directory

Box Tops for Education

Game Night

Paul Cryan Photography

4th Grade Chairperson

Rock Cats Game

Memory Book

Wolf Pack Game

4th Grade Promotion

Field Day Chairs

Community Outreach

Room Parents

Staff Appreciation

Library Volunteers

School Store

Art Show

Cultural Arts

Student Council Chair

B.O.E. Representatives

Birthday Book Club

This is an extraordinary program and our students are truly fortunate.
THANK YOU! On behalf of our students, teachers and support staff, I
designate February as Volunteer Month.

Renee St.Hilaire
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PARENT INFORMATION
AND

REMINDERS

Incoming Kindergarteners:
If you know of any children who will be 5 years old by December 31, 2020,
they are eligible to begin kindergarten in August 2020. New student registration is available at www.fpsct.org for the 2020-21 school year.
GOOD START DATES
January 29, 2020 at 6:00-7:00
February 26, 2020 at 6:00-7:00
April 1, 2020 at 6:00-7:00

Did

you know we post Lost &
Found items on Facebook?
Check us out if you are miss-

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR EAST FARMS OFFICE STAFF
Debbie Lindstrom
lindstromd@fpsct.org
Tina Romeo
romeot@fpsct.org
Erika Wisniewski (Nurse)
wisniewskie@fpsct.org
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS

Can you believe that we are approaching the mid way point of the kindergarten school year? Closely following that milestone will be the 100th day of
school! East Farms School will join in the celebration with many different
ways to acknowledge this special day. Kindergarteners are purposefully engaged in a variety of academic and social learning experiences.
In Reading Workshop, students are learning that they are “super heroes”! As super heroes, they are becoming more skilled at using their
“super reading powers”. The students use their pointer power (pointing under each word as they read), picture power (searching the pictures for
clues to help solve a tricky word), sound power (checking the first letter
and thinking about what word would make
sense that starts with that letter’s sound),
as well as other super powers (reading
strategies) to help them when they encounter an unfamiliar or difficult word. To
check their accuracy and understanding,
they are learning to stop and ask themselves: “Does this make sense?”, “Does this
sound right?”, and “Does this look
right?” (Does this match the letter sounds
I see?) Talking about books with a partner
is a favorite kindergarten activity! Daily
reading and playing the literacy games that are sent home are great ways to
help students build stamina.

.
In Writing Workshop, Kindergarteners are writing “All About Books” and
“How To” books. All About books are also called informational books. These
books teach others all about a topic that
the writer knows a lot about. Students
are creating pieces about many different topics including: Legos, Fruit, Soccer, Summer or Dogs. “How To” books
teach others how to “do” something in a
step by step approach. Some students
are teaching others how to: brush teeth,
build a snowman, wash hands, or make a
sandwich. As the children write, they
continue to develop their skills of
stretching out words slowly to hear and
record the sounds while utilizing tools to
support the writing process (i.e. alphabet chart, spaceman, anchor charts,
etc.). The children continue to practice
making their upper and lowercase letters neat and easy to read. They love
to share their work with others as well as to give and receive feedback.
.
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In Math, Kindergarteners are developing their number sense by learning to
compare and sequence numbers to 20 as they build their knowledge of place
value. Please continue to practice counting by ones and playing the math games
that are sent home. Soon, students will be exploring, identifying and describing two and three dimensional shapes. Take a walk around your home or play
“I SPY” when out in town to identify: cubes, cylinders, spheres and more! An integral part of student’s math instruction includes developing their
math vocabulary and learning how to communicate
their thinking in problem solving. At home, you can
encourage your child to explain his/her thinking by
asking: “How do you know?”; “How did you figure
that out?”

During our Explorations time, students are working in a “Thinking Like a Scientist” unit. The goals of this unit include using our five senses as we observe, draw like a scientist and explore a variety of small, collaborative engineering projects. Students are learning that engineers try and try again
in order to make improvements to their plan and design.
Ongoing throughout their days, Kindergarteners are learning how to share,
take turns, resolve conflict, express and communicate feelings and
thoughts, as well as follow directions the first time. Students are learning
how to collaborate in small groups and with a partner, working together to
solve problems and discover new ideas. They are also learning how to listen
to each other respectfully as they share ideas and communicate with one
another. As a school, we continue to talk about and practice empathy and
kindness. When you notice your child being kind and/or empathetic, please
point it out to them. We celebrate these moments!

Our days are busy and fun! Thank you
so much for all your support at home.
Please feel free to contact your
child’s teacher with any questions or
concerns you may have. Home-school
communication is so important.

GRADE 1 NEWS
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It has been so exciting to watch the first graders blossom into self-directed readers and
writers! Can you believe they are officially halfway through their first grade year?
They’ve learned so much and are more than ready for the fun learning experiences
ahead. As children become more independent with their reading both at home and at
school, it continues to be important for them to have opportunities to talk about the stories they are reading. This will help them stay actively engaged
in what they are reading, as well as help adults monitor their
thinking and comprehension. Even if your child is a highly competent and independent readers, it is still very important to continue to read books together and discuss stories often. Challenge
your child with “Why do you think that?” when they share their
thoughts with you.

First graders have been talking about books with their learning
partners during our Readers Workshop time. In the most recent
reading unit (Readers Have Big Jobs To Do), first graders have
been “the Boss of their reading” by practicing reading strategies
which support understanding of the story and by working on fluency to make their voices
sound smooth. In this unit, first graders continue to learn and practice strategies to help
them solve tricky words including using words they already know, chunking the word part
by part, and by thinking about what would make sense in the story?
In the most recent Writing Workshop unit, first graders are using opinions to write reviews. We have just begun learning about the difference between fact and opinion and
we are learning all of the elements needed in our opinion writing pieces. It is amazing to watch the first graders discuss with each other their
likes and dislikes while providing their reasons for their opinion. Eventually, they will be writing book and restaurant reviews!
In math, the students have had opportunities to be “persistent” as they
practice solving challenging problems while working in groups, with
partners or independently. Currently, we are learning different strategies for adding and subtracting numbers. Ask your child to show you
how to add or subtract by first making a 10. Don’t forget to have your
child continue to practice quick recall of addition and subtraction facts
up to ten. Also, don’t forget to play the weekly math games with your
child as often as you can.
In science first graders are learning about weather and the engineering process. Students have been working as scientists, making observations, collecting and analyzing
data about the weather in order to make decisions. Students will be working as engineers by designing and building technologies that will help them learn more about the
Recess Reminder: Children should be dressed warmly (winter jacket,
hat, and mittens) as we try to go outside on most days. As always, thank you
for all of your wonderful support at home and at school.
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As we move into the second half of our
school year, we are beginning to think about
how far we’ve come and where we want to
go in order to get ready for grade three! The
self-directed work and resourcefulness really
begins to take off for our second graders as
we move into our integrated unit and become
engineers! We will construct our own research questions about forces and motion,
design and implement investigations, as well
as make decisions about our work supported
by our data collection. We are truly leaders
of our own learning!

In Reading, our nonfiction work will really come into play as we
delve into books that connect with our Science unit. We practice reading nonfiction cover to cover, completely and deeply
from the first page of the text to the last page. Not only will
students learn to understand and hang onto the author’s information, but will also form their own ideas about what they are
learning.
In Writing, students have completed nonfiction expert booklets, as well as research books on a student-chosen topic. Throughout this work, students have
applied a toolbox full of nonfiction writing strategies to strengthen their writing. Through the use of multiple sources, students worked hard to grow their
expertise in order to feel confident in their writing. As we have moved into our
integrated Science unit, we’ve been able to use all the strategies we learned previously in nonfiction writing and apply it to our new work in Science. Students will
also begin writing lab reports that align with their inquiry work. New inquiry journals give a special place to store our writing as Scientists.
Although we’ve wrapped up our multiplication and division units, we continue to use the skills we’ve learned
throughout the school year. We encourage our second
graders to continue this practice through the use of
Think Central, XtraMath, and homemade flashcards.
We then moved into our unit on measurement in which
students learned how to use a meter stick to measure
length, width and height. We are currently immersed in
our money unit in which students will begin showing different ways to make the same amount of money. It’s an
exciting unit for students and teachers with so many
possibilities of real world application. Expect your child
to come home and want to count loose change they find
around the house!
We thank you for your continued at-home support. It is a pleasure working
with your Second Grader!
The Second Grade Team
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Over the last few weeks, Third Grade students have been diving into
their Habitats and Organisms Integrated Unit. We are thinking about
animal adaptations, and how those adaptations might help animals to
survive. Students continue to refine their inquiry skills by building prototypes, following protocols, and asking big questions (and finding big
answers!). In Writing, we have finished two informational writing pieces:
one about something we are already an expert on, and another research
paper about a habitat of our choice! We learned different note taking
forms, practicing different nonfiction writing structures, and thought
about the best way to share information with a reader. In math, we are
finishing our multiplication and division units. We started by thinking
about different strategies we already knew, and applied those strategies to new multiplication facts. When we moved onto division, we used
what we knew about multiplication to build division strategies. We will
finish our division unit, and move into fractions next!
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Fourth Graders came back from December break ready to rock
and roll. Students experienced a very exciting program put on
by Hartford Stage where they were able to role play and experience what life was like for the people who lived in Denmark during WWII. This helped to build background knowledge for our
new read aloud book, Number the Stars.
In this unit students will focus on historical
fiction texts in their book clubs, as well as
during our read aloud. This is a complicated genre because it weaves together
fiction and nonfiction, but students are
showing they are up for the challenge! Readers are becoming
responsive, responsible, and compassionate leaders through
this unit by inquiring how people notice when things aren’t fair,
how people decide on a path of change, and how to use the
power they have.
Science is always an exciting subject for students. We are currently working on our energy unit. Students are
discovering how energy moves from place to place
and how we can work as engineers to improve our
lives. By the end of this unit, students will be able
to apply scientific ideas to design, test, and refine
a useful device that uses energy.
In math, students have been developing a conceptual understanding of fractions and mixed numbers. This is a key area for
fourth graders in the Connecticut Core Standards. Our next unit
of study, Decimals, will build upon that
knowledge about fractions. Students should continue to practice their math facts and use the
apps and websites that were recommended to
families at Curriculum Night. Please let us know
if you need our support in any way.
Lastly, students should remember to bring hats and mittens for recess since the weather is getting colder. It is
the time of year where colds are in high gear so please
help your child stay healthy by providing them with a
nutrition snack.
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Congratulations to all students who participated in the Winter Concert! It was a celebration
of how we can realize a dream of kindness when we come together as a community. Each song
provided an opportunity for us to talk about how we can learn about one another, include everyone, and empower each other! The new season of Blue Ribbon Singers will start on Wednesday,
January 29th at 7:45 am. New members (and old member s) ar e most welcome! New members can join until Wednesday, February 12th.

MUSIC NEWS

Kindergarten music students are engaged in a unit about Mother Goose Nurse-

ry Rhymes and Songs. We have pr acticed changing our voices to sing high or
low pitches. We can pat or play a fast or slow steady beat on an instrument and tap
the rhythm along with our nursery rhymes. We also know how to make our voices
loud and soft and jumpy and smooth. These terms will help us with the upcoming
listening unit based on The Carnival of the Animals by Saint Saens. You can see
some of the songs and rhymes we learned through our Kindergarten Music link: bit.ly/
KindergartenMusic.

First Graders have been working on music literacy by learning sing and read

the pitches so, mi and la on the treble staff. Students can also use rhythm syllables for quarter and eighth notes and the quarter rest. We are traveling the world
to learn about how life in every culture is communicated through music.“Atama
Kata” and “Kye, Kye, Kule”, are Japanese and African game-songs similar to
Head and Shoulders! You can see our travels through our First Grade Music link:
bit.ly/FirstGradeMusic.

Second Graders have been working on music literacy by singing and reading

pentatonic pitches (do, re, mi, so and la) on the treble staff. We are also learning
how composers communicate ideas without words. We’ve learned how Serge Prokofiev chose instruments that would reflect the character traits of the characters in
Peter and the Wolf and how he used musical elements to communicate changing emotions of the characters throughout the story. Second graders used this
knowledge to create music for a character in a book of their choice. Ask your
child to show you his/her work in the 2nd Grade Music Literacy Google Classroom. Please mark
your calendars for the Second Grade String Night on Wednesday, May 8th at 7pm.

Third Graders just completed their study of instruments of the orchestra, and

have been continuing to work on music literacy by singing, reading music on the
treble staff, and composing rhythms. Ask your child to show you his/her work in
the 3rd Grade Music Literacy Google Classroom. Please mark your calendars for
the Third Grade String Night on Wednesday, February 13th at 7pm.

Fourth Graders will continue to develop their skills of singing and reading the

diatonic scale on the treble staff. We will continue to cultivate skills for sight singing with solfege and Curwen handsigns. Students will be transferring these skills to
playing the Recorder to support fourth grade work with sight singing and to prepare
students for fifth grade band. Your child can access materials to support this work
through Google Classroom. Please mark your calendars, all Fourth Grade students
will also perform in the Spring Concert on Wednesday, May 6th, and all 4th
Grade string players will perform on Tuesday, June 2nd.

A link to a Google Presentation which highlights what your child should know and be able to do in
music by the end of the year was in the November report cards. There is also a
bulletin board across from the main office where you can find information
about the music curriculum! As always, please contact us with any questions
or comments and thank you for your continued support of our program.
– Mrs. Sullivan, Mrs. Germain and Mrs. McClain
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PHYSICAL ED NEWS

We have been hard at work putting science in motion in the East Farms Gymnasium! Students
were introduced to the concepts of force, resistance, friction and momentum as they participated
in a variety of scooter board activities. They worked independently, in pairs and in small groups to
push, pull and steer partners and teams through shared space. Collaboration, Communication,
Self- Direction and Resourcefulness were front and center as the students navigated through a
series of exciting challenges. Students learned that science plays a major role in sports, games
and movement... and that science is really cool!

Kindergarten, first and second graders have just completed a parachute skills unit! Teamwork
and direction following are areas of focus and this one of their favorite units of the year!

Dribbling, passing and shooting fundamentals were the primary focus in January. Students were
presented with Basketball’s historical timeline beginning with the invention of the sport in
1891. They are always amazed by how different things were during the infancy stage of the
sport.

February is FAMILY MOVE MORE MONTH?

Be a part of the fun! It’s easy- simply send in (or email) a photo of your family enjoying an activity
together and it will be added to our MOVE MORE MONTH bulletin board in the main hallway. Maybe you like to take a walk or hike together, go bowling, do yoga together, walk the dog
or do push-ups during commercials! Anything goes as long as you are working together and having FUN! I can’t wait to see your photos!
Email: sheridanm@fpsct.org
Or send a photo in with your child

