
East Farms PTO Meeting Minutes- Thursday, January 31, 2019 
 
 

 
Call to Order 
The meeting of the East Farms PTO was called to order at 7:01 pm in the East Farms cafeteria 
 
Attendance 
An attendance sheet was available for all parents and faculty to sign. There were 22 people in 
attendance: 
 

Principal Renee St. Hilaire 

Superintendent Kathleen C. Greider 

PTO Officers Kavita Balur, Rafeena Lee, Mike Dennison, Sarah Burns, Erin Relunia 

EXCL Director Kevin Riendeau 

Teacher Reps Alexa Mason, Allison Fitzpatrick 

Student Reps Andrew Hasiak, Katie Kowalchuk, Kasey Braga 

Parents/Other Alex Kowalchuk, Emma Kowalchuk, David Kowalchuk, Andrej Hasiak, 
Kathy Braga, Marcos Kash, Monika Nelson, Amanda Sirica, Luisa Kash 

 
 
Acceptance of Last Minutes 
A motion to approve the minutes from the May 8, 2018 PTO meeting was made by Kathy Braga. 
The motion was approved by Luisa Kash. 
 
FPS Superintendent’s Report- Kathleen C. Greider 
Ms. Greider is going around to the different PTOs checking in and providing an update to 
Farmington High School’s facility and Vision of the Graduate. 
 
Farmington High School and Accreditation 
The Statement of Need was just approved by the Board of Education. Hard copies of the needs 
of the HS were provided to everyone at the meeting, and summarized to the meeting attendees.  
There is a warning on accreditation for one of the standards. Every 10 years the HS is visited to 
ensure ADA compliance.. There hasn’t been progress since the last review 10 year ago, thus 
the warning. Ms. Greider summarized some of the issues, including the issue with safety 
compliance.  There are currently 23 entrances to the school, and there is a mix of public and 
private use of the school which creates security issues.  
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Vision of the Graduate Presentation 
Ms. Greider also gave a presentation on the “Vision of the Graduate”- the core beliefs/what/how 
(framework).  Already thinking for the Class of 2030. Ms. Greider have been engaging PTOs 
communities, students, teachers, the Board of Education and have been for the last year and 
obtaining feedback.  In March 2019, there will be new “Vision of the Graduate”. 
 
During the presentation, there were questions from parents regarding ‘mastery of learning’ and 
how it works, especially at IAR. Ms. Greider explained how it works within the Farmington 
school system- at IAR and FHS. Ms. St. Hilaire mentioned there is a pilot in one of the 4th grade 
classes in regards to students deciding what type of homework they should be completing, 
providing students a choice vs. providing all kids the same homework based on skills that need 
to be mastered. Parents agreed that they need to review the information provided to them to 
better understand how it works. Ms. Greider mentioned that students have become the experts 
and can explain how it works most of the time, and perhaps working with teachers to provide a 
consistent explanation is required. Focus isn’t on completing homework, but focusing on the 
areas that truly need more attention. 
 
Website: http://www.fpsct.org/departments/curriculum-instruction/mastery-based-learning 
 
Discussion turned back to Farmington High School.  Based on the Statement of Need, (provides 
all the specifications for the HS)  there will be request for proposals from various 
builders/architects/construction company.  Sarah Burns asked if the Statement of Need would 
change, and Ms. Greider said at this point it will not be changed or adjusted once it goes to 
Town Council. Town Council may prioritize the list. 
 
Rafeena Lee brought up the seriousness of the warning and accreditation of the high school. 
Students should be attending an accredited high school. Due to the conditions of the school, 
there is a possibility that they will lose accreditation.  Ms. Greider and her office have to provide 
frequent status reports regarding the high school to the Office of Civil Rights. It was discussed 
how this can be communicated better within the town and help send the message to the Town 
Council. Advocacy groups are very important and communicating between PTOs and parents. 
Amanda Sirica mentioned United Farmington has been very useful to get a snapshot of the 
current updates. 
 
Website: 
https://www.unitedfarmington.org/single-post/2018/11/16/Whats-Going-on-with-the-High-School 
 
 
 
 
President’s Report 

● Family Dues-current amount collected: $10,540 (will be la little less due to PayPal fees). 
Still looking to collect $14K(original goal). Reminders were sent to families that did not 
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contribute. Sarah provided an idea of potentially giving families who have donated 
something for next year’s contributions. 

 
 
Principal’s Report 

● 2/20- Family Math Night at 6pm (snow date 2/21).  
● 2/25-3/1 (2/28- Barnes and Noble night where teachers will read the students)- Read 

across America. Whatever is sold at B&N, goes back to the school. Communication will 
from Mrs. Johnson regarding the  week of events. 

● Budget public hearings on  3/12 and 4/1- public to speak, more information to come. 
4/25- is the vote, please encourage voting. 

● Encourage follow the school on Twitter (@EF_FCT)- way to communicate and see 
events during the school day, parents can also follow teacher’s Twitter page. 

 
 
Teachers’ Report: 

● Thanks to the  PTO for cookies and recipe book from the holidays.  
● Ms. Lynch wants to thank for everyone Wish Upon A Star Board-families extended 

appreciation.  
● Thanks the PTO for their support for in-classroom programs. Teachers remind and 

communicate to parents that these programs are available because of the PTO. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  

● All expenses are within budget, nothing to report 
 
EXCL Report  

● Enrichment program will be more specific of wants and interests of parents and students. 
We have seen high numbers of students signing -up 

● STEM related programs continue throughout the school year.  
● There is focus on collaborating EXCL with activities happening at school. For example, 

EXCL working with Student Council and the Sock Angel Drive- EXCL brought in over 
104 pairs of schools 

● Kevin presented about STEM education and got feedback from other after school 
programs. 
 

Students’ Report 
● Marcos:  Sometimes, there isn’t a good time to talk to teachers privately. To help with 

this situation, students can write on a card their thoughts, etc. , and put in box for their 
teacher. This can be discussed publicly during morning meeting or can also be 
discussed privately. If they don’t feel comfortable talking to teachers, students can put 
comments in the box as well.  This strategy will be communicated to all teachers and 
maybe more classrooms will implement this.  Some teachers also put on “reading music” 
which students thought was helpful. 
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Committee Reports  
The following updates were discussed during the meeting: 
 
 
Community 

● Wolf Fund- The Wolf Pack Game fundraiser is on 3/29 where the Blue Ribbon Singers 
will be performing. We need to keep promoting the Wolf Fund and good it does.  There 
needs to be more awareness. Mike mentioned that the budget for the Wolf Fund is also 
being monitored.  

● East Farms 5K Run-The last committee meeting was held on 2/12. There is a need for 
more sponsorships. The goal is to raise $10K-registration pays for everything. The goal 
from sponsorships is $6500, and currently we have raised $4000. Previous sponsors are 
participating again, but due to lack of 501c3 status, the bigger companies (e.g, Target, 
Costco), cannot help.  We need to focus on smaller stores.  Trying to incorporate new 
things, e.g. raffle at 5K have been difficult since the permits for this affect current 
permits. So far 22 people have registered online, Monika needs to check the 
registrations that have been mailed in. The target is 500-600 participants.  The run is 
mentioned in every school’s Friday Folder.  

● Idea of “Week of Giving” next year- There are several ‘giving’ activities around the 
holidays, and the group discussed ensuring that families are aware of them and the 
possibility of combining efforts and/or doing a SUG. Rafeena mentioned that Cathy 
Rivera will be taking over for Amanda next year and she came up with the idea. (For 
example, each day would be ‘an act of kindness). Amanda Sirica spoke about Wolf Fund 
and “Provide Families in Need” during Thanksgiving- $50/gift card to families. This year, 
families were provided turkeys. Additionally, for the holiday, there was the Wish Upon a 
Star Board. The school’s social worker gives lists of wishes. There needed to be a 
differentiation between the star board (sponsored by Wolf Fund), and the Toy Drive 
(sponsored by Student Council), hence the possibility of combine ‘giving’ into one big 
activity. 
 

4th Grade Program 
● Thanks to Kim Divine, t-shirts were done,and ready for the string concert. Pictures are 

still needed for the memory book. Looking specifically for Ms. Bumsch’s AM kindergarten 
class.  
 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:26pm by Kavita Balur and motion was approved 
by Kathy Braga. 
 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by Erin Relunia 
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