
New to East Farms? Here’s what you need to know...  

First, welcome to East Farms Elementary School! Our school was founded in 1967 and is 
home to a diverse student body. Our students represent many countries and speak over 29 
languages.  

You’ll hear a lot of terms being thrown around your first few weeks of school. Below is quick 
guide:  

*Anything with an asterisk is an opportunity to 
volunteer!  

East Farms Parent Teacher Organization:  

● EFPTO or PTO - since the school’s inception, the EFPTO has helped to enrich the 
curriculum by providing financial support and volunteers for educational, cultural and 
social activities. Our website is www.fpsct.org/schools/efs/pto.  

● PTO Dues – UPDATED THIS YEAR – instead of traditional fundraising, families 
decided to contribute one-time PTO dues of $40 one child or $75 for multiple children. 
Dues collection will start at Curriculum Night on September 16th. Cash or check (made out 
to EF PTO) is preferred. You may also send your checks to the main office or use the 
“Make a Direct Donation” PayPal link on the PTO website.  

● Sign Up Genius (SUG) - an online tool the PTO uses for volunteer organizing and event 
planning.  

● PTO Meetings - held 5 times a year, the PTO Executive Board, Ms. St. Hilaire, teacher 
representatives, EXCL representative and parents gather to discuss and plan student 
activities. Meetings are held in the East Farms Cafeteria from 7pm to 8pm.  

This year’s meeting dates are:  

● 10/1/2019 
● 11/19/19 
● 1/28/20 



● 3/24/20 
● 5/5/20 

  
● 5K Road Race (and Fun Run) – the PTO’s signature fundraiser, the 5K and Fun Run is 
a fun-filled day. Families may choose to do a 1⁄2 mile fun run, a 1 mile fun run, a 1 mile 
fitness walk, or a 5K. The race course begins and ends at East Farms. Come out and support 
our school while also getting some exercise. This year’s race will be held on April 26th 
2020. 

Parents’ Corner:  

● Friday Folders – a virtual “folder” with important notices is emailed every Friday by 
Debbie Lindstrom, the school secretary. Please be sure your email address on file with 
the school is correct.  

● Room Parents – a volunteer position, room parents plan and coordinate in class 
celebrations (typically two events a year). To sign up, add your name to the sign up 
genius online or write your name on the bulletin board outside the main office. Room 
Parents are randomly selected and notified the last week of September.*  

● Staff Appreciation – throughout the year, volunteers coordinate events to thank our 
teachers and staff; some events include a breakfast at the beginning of the year, a lunch at 
the end of the year, flowers for Teacher Appreciation Day and healthy treats during Parent 
Teacher conferences.*  

● Winding Trails Fairy Houses – an event held in the Fall at Winding Trails, families can 
purchase tickets to see fairy houses and gnome dwellings and enjoy a beautiful nature walk.  

● School Directory – a list of class rosters and students’ and families’ contact information, 
the directory is a password protected document published and emailed to families in 
October.*  

● Halloween Games/Fall Festival – a spooktacular event, students arrive in their 
Halloween costumes and play games, you may bring your own dinner or purchase dinner on 
site. A school tradition, Ms. St. Hilaire comes dressed as a special surprise! Ms. St. Hilaire 
will also take photos with students for a $1 donation to the Wolf Fund.  
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● Wolf Fund – a charitable program to assist East Farms families in need. Fundraisers are 
held throughout the year - most notably through Halloween Game Night, a Wolf Pack Game 
and classroom gifts. Monies earned and donations offered supply the Nurse's office with 
extra school snacks and clothing. Furthermore, The Wolf Fund occasionally provides 
families with grocery gift cards, among other forms of assistance, to ease the financial 
demands of the school year. 
 

● In-School Assemblies – parents are encouraged to attend the following assemblies:  

November 8, 2019  at 9:15am - Veteran’s Day 
December 20, 2019 at 2pm - Celebrations of Light 
January 17, 2020 at 9:15am - Martin Luther King 
May 8, 2020  at 9:15am - Celebration of Learning  

● Birthday Book Club – sign up through sign up genius to recognize your child on his or 
her special day. For $15, your child will get a nameplate in a new library book, the privilege 
of reading that book first and their photo displayed on the bulletin board outside the library.*  

● Fourth Grade Committee – volunteers coordinate special events for 4th graders such as 
a promotion ceremony, pizza lunch, 4th grade breakfast as well as creating a memory book 
and keepsake t-shirt.*  

● NBC CT Toy Drive – a tradition at East Farms and a Student Council event, students 
and their families donate unwrapped toys to area children in need. Student Council 
members also have the opportunity to deliver the toys to the NBC truck on a Saturday 
before the holidays.  

● Wolf Fund Holiday Stars – a gift wish list for East Farms students who are in need. Each 
star lists a specific item. Families who would like to donate a gift, remove a star from the 
bulletin board, purchase the requested item, tape the star to the item and return it to the main 
office.  



● Hartford Wolfpack – a hockey game during which the Blue Ribbon Singers perform; a 
portion of the ticket prices benefit the Wolf Fund.  

● Night of Arts and Culture – a celebration of the rich diversity of the world and our East 
Farms community. Families are invited to share a dish from their culture as they enjoy 
beautiful student artwork on display. There are also a number of guest artist stations 
including collage, henna creations, Chinese bookmarks, Brazilian jazz music and stilt 
walking. This year’s event will take place on April 23, 2020.  

 

For Your Child(ren):  

● First Day of School – some parents come to school on the first morning. Students line up 
with their classes and teachers by the bus lane. After that, first grade through fourth grade 
students walk to the front of the school where the flag is raised. Students usually receive a 
letter and supply list from their teachers a few weeks before school starts. Don’t forget to 
send in a photo of your child reading for the display outside the library.  

● Lunch – typically served at 11:00 for kindergarteners; lunch time volunteers are needed 
during the first month of school to help kindergarteners acclimate to the lunchtime routine. 
Please email efpto@fpsct.org if you are interested in volunteering.  

● Specials – all classes rotate through different “specials” during the week. The specials are 
art, music, physical education (PE) and library. Your teacher will send home a yearly 
calendar listing the specials for each date.  

● Student Council – a leadership opportunity open to 3rd and 4th graders. Student Council 
members meet every other Thursday at 7:45am to make the school community a better place 
by planning assemblies, doing morning announcements, and organizing school 
activism/fundraising projects.  

● Blue Ribbon Singers – open to 3rd and 4th grade students, singers meet every Wednesday 
at 7:45am to rehearse and perform at school events and at a Hartford Wolfpack game.  

● Cultural Assemblies – held in the Fall and Spring, these assemblies give students the 



opportunity to learn about their own and other cultures through music, dance and art. A 
number of exciting and educational acts have visited. Ginga Brasileira taught about the 
culture of Brazil through Capoeira, Taiko drummers came to share Japanese culture 
through drumming and, Karim Nagi to share Arab music and Folk dance.  

● Cultural Classroom – content experts in the sciences and social studies come into 
classrooms to provide practical knowledge and skills. Previous programs included Hi 
Tech Hi Touch, a series of STEM activities that help students develop an understanding 
of the many applications of science in our daily lives. 

● School Store – students can purchase small items from the school store (which is really a 
cart that is wheeled into the cafeteria) during their lunch period. Items include pencils, 
erasers, bookmarks etc. and cost no more than $2. The school store is only open on the 2nd 

and last Fridays of the month.*  

● 5 Senses Garden – located at the end of the bus lane, the 5 Senses Garden was originally 
filled with flowers and plants to appeal to the five senses (touch, taste, sight, smell, and 
hearing). Currently in need of some maintenance, please email the efpto@fpsct.org if you 
can help.*  

● Young Authors Readers Conference (YARC) – held in May, YARC has been a tradition 
at East Farms for over 30 years. Each year, student authors are treated to presentations from 
published, often award winning authors. The authors give a 40-60 minute talk to each grade 
level including a question and answer session. Families are welcome to purchase books that 
are personally autographed by the author. The PTO often hosts a lunch for the authors. Many 
times, selected students attend, meet the authors and share their own writing in small groups.  

● Spirit Day – a fun filled day outdoor activities and games held during the last few weeks 
of school; parent volunteers are needed to run games throughout the day. *  

 

 

 
 



2019-20 PTO Calendar Highlights 

SEPTEMBER  
    13 Teacher Appreciation Breakfast 

16 EF Curriculum Night 
9/27 & 10/2 Paul Cryan Photos 

OCTOBER 
1 PTO Meeting  
5 & 6 Nature’s Open House at Winding Trails 
25 Halloween Game Night 

NOVEMBER 
8 Veteran’s Day Assembly at 9:15am 
19 PTO Meeting 

DECEMBER 
20 Celebrations of Light Assembly at 2pm 
TBD NBC CT Toy Drive 
TBD Wolf Fund Holiday Stars 

JANUARY 
10 Wolf Pack fundraiser for Wolf Fund 
17 Martin Luther King Assembly at 9:15 
28 PTO Meeting 

FEBRUARY 
26 Math Night (snow date 2/27) 
28 Passport Day  

MARCH 
24 PTO Meeting 

APRIL 
23 A Night of Art and Culture 
26 East Farms 5k & Fun Run 

MAY 
1 YARC 
5 PTO Meeting 
8 Celebration of Learning Assembly at 9:15am 

JUNE 
3 Spirit Day 
4 Talent Show 
8 Last Day of School / 4th Grade Promotion 

Note: All dates subject to change. Stay informed by visiting the following: 



1. Friday Folders http://www.fpsct.org/schools/efs/friday-folders 
2. Sign-Up Genius https://www.signupgenius.com/register 
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