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missed out on a winning season and retaining the Olde Canal Cup on Thanksgiving against 
Plainville High. 

The Farmington/Avon cooperative Unified Sports Team just completed a successful Fall 
Soccer season. Many new and returning participants improved their skills, socialized with 
peers, and enjoyed participating in practices and in tournaments at both Conard and New 
Britain High schools.  All athletes demonstrated excellent sportsmanship!

Girls' Crew had the most successful season in six years. The third varsity boat won the Head 
of the Tomahawk in Glastonbury and the Pumpkinhead Regatta in Farmington. Ultimately, it 
was teamwork that enabled the successes and will carry through to the spring season.

Boys' Crew had their best fall season in program history.  The team brought home medals 
from the Head of the Tomahawk and the New England High School Regional Championships 
in Worcester.  They also swept the Pumpkinhead regatta in Farmington. Congratulations to 
all!

Boys' and Girls' Cross Country teams took part in a very competitive CCC league.  The top 
10 runners on the boys? team showed a solid work ethic and improved steadily despite an 
overall record of 0-7.  Ten runners (all of whom are juniors or younger) saw personal bests 
that were minutes ahead of where they performed last year. The girls? team finished the 
season at 3-4 with several young runners.  The team competed with some of the best schools 
in CT, finishing 10th out of 26 teams at the CCC championships, 3rd at the CCC freshman 
championship, and 9th overall in the Class L State Championship. Senior Captain Katrina 
Wiegmann finished 8th overall in that race, advancing to the State Open championship and 
earning all-state/academic honors.

Girls' Field Hockey finished the regular season with a 6-9-0-1 record and ranked 5th in the 
Central Connecticut Conference (North). With our new Head Coach Jeff Manaresi and new 
coaching staff, the team qualified for the state Class M tournament for the first time in three 
years.  Highlights include wins over Enfield and Avon, teams that beat us just one season 
ago.  The team did an outstanding job being competitive with every team on the schedule.  
Ashley White and Johanna Wolkoff earned All Conference recognition.
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News From Our Schools

The FHS Building Committee has been engaged in a process to address the needs of the FHS facility. Farmington 
residents are encouraged to attend meetings, provide feedback through the website and/or visit the website to learn 
more about this important school facility project that will result in a comprehensive solution to the needs of the FHS 
facility.

QA+M and TSKP Studio are the two architects selected to engage in a competitive process to develop the following 
three conceptual designs based on the Summary of FHS Facility Needs:

-Maintain Conceptual Design Option
-Renovate as New Conceptual Design Option
-New Building Conceptual Design Option

During the month of January, 2020, a total of six conceptual designs and cost estimates were presented to the 
building committee.  One conceptual design will be selected and a municipal project budget range and project 

scope will be set by the Farmington Town Council in February, 2020.  Then, the FHSBC committee will move to the Preliminary Design Phase of the 
process to develop a detailed schematic design of the conceptual design that has been selected.  Once all required approvals are complete, the 
community will consider the schematic design through a referendum.    

Here are ways you can become engaged and informed in the FHSBC?s process:

-Visit the FHSBC website:  https://fhsbuildingproject.org
-Attend FHSBC Meetings
-Sign Up for FHSBC Updates: https://fhsbuildingproject.org/contact-us
-Follow the FHSBC on Social Media:

- Twitter: @fhsbuildingproj
- Instagram: @fhsbuildingproject
- Facebook: @FHSBuildingProject

Fall Athletic Programs
Total Student Athlete Participation

Males   Females   Total
 218        284        502

The Farmington Board of Education is proud to announce that Superintendent Kathleen C. Greider has been named 
Connecticut?s Superintendent of the Year by the Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS).

Superintendent Greider has served as the Superintendent of the Farmington Public Schools since May, 2009.  Over the last 
decade, Superintendent Greider?s collaborative work with the Board of Education, administration, faculty, staff, students, and 
community has led to innovative improvement practices and programs aligned to Farmington?s Vision of the Graduate, 
Framework for Teaching and Learning, and Core Beliefs. As Superintendent, she is a tireless advocate for student-centered 
classroom instruction that elevates student voice and self-direction within equitable learning communities.  Under her 
leadership and in collaboration with all members of the Farmington Public Schools, the school district has been designated a 

national P21 Exemplar District for innovative teaching, learning, and programming.  In addition, the Farmington schools have been consistently 
recognized for excellence, innovative practices and high levels of achievement at the state and national levels.  Recently, the Farmington school 
district was highlighted in the book, The Leaders of Their Own Learning Companion by Ron Berger, Anne Velin and Libby Woodfin for best practices in 
student-engaged assessments and self-directed learning.  Similarly, the Farmington school district was also highlighted in a full chapter of the book, 
School-Based Instructional Rounds by Lee Teitel for the district?s innovative use of instructional rounds to promote continuous and strategic 
improvement at the classroom, school, and district levels.  

Over the past decade with Kathleen C. Greider as Superintendent, Farmington?s clear and visionary improvement design has been collaboratively 
developed and enacted within the school district placing Farmington at the forefront of innovation and excellence as a leading school district in 
Connecticut and beyond. 

Kathleen C. Greider Named Connecticut's Superintendent of the Year

Noah Wallace students who consistently display 
positive behaviors and personal growth are 
recognized weekly on morning announcements 
and visit Dr. Huber for a ?selfie celebration?.

West Woods students demonstrate critical thinking, collaboration, 
innovation, and resourcefulness while building Rube Goldberg machines 
as part of the science unit of study.
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The Board of Education will not make employment decisions (including decisions related to hiring, assignment, compensation, promotion, demotion, disciplinary action and termination) on the basis of race, 
color, religion, age, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, national origin, alienage, ancestry, disability (including pregnancy), genetic information, veteran status or gender identity or expression, except in 

the case of a bona fide occupational qualification. Questions concerning Title VI or Title IX compliance should be directed to:  Kim Wynne, 1 Monteith Drive, Farmington, CT  06032 860-673-8270.
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Social and emotional learning (SEL) is becoming a 
stronger component of the school day. Based on 
research from our committee last year, evidence is 
clear that SEL boosts achievement and creates a 
welcoming and inclusive environment in Farmington.

Farmington 
Public Schools 
is featured in 
Ron Berger's 
book, The 
Leaders of their 
Own Learning 
Companion, for 
our exemplary 
practices.

Important 2020 Budget Meeting Dates
February 25..6:00p.m. -Capital Budget Presentation
March 10...7:00 p.m. -First Public Hearing on Town/School Budget
March 12...4:00 p.m. -Board and Town Council Budget Workshop
March 11...4:00 p.m. -Town Council Budget Workshop
March 12...4:00 p.m. -Town Council Budget Workshop
March 14...9:00 a.m. -Town Council Budget Workshop
March 16...4:00 p.m. -Town Council Budget Workshop (if needed)
March 17...4:00 p.m. -Town Council Budget Workshop (if needed)

Farmington High School hosted educators from the 
Guangdong Province in China who participated in 
instructional rounds and a panel discussion to explore 
how K-12 schools in the United States develop and 
implement professional development.  

April 7......7:00 p.m. -Second Public Hearing on
                Town/School Budget
April 27....7:00 p.m. -First Annual Town Meeting
May 7......Townwide Budget Referendum Vote on
                Town/School Budgets
May 8......4:00 p.m. -Town Council Budget Workshop
                (if needed)
May 11....Second Annual Meeting (if needed)

May 21....Second Referendum (if needed)

To honor our richly diverse community, West District families 
were invited to showcase their traditions, food, culture and 
celebrations at their first Family Cultural Celebration.

Noah Wallace second graders are 
learning about those who make a 
difference. Research focuses on 
their beliefs, how they have made a 
difference, and how we honor them.

IMPORTANT UPDATE ON THE FHS BUILDING COMMITTEE:

Fall
Girls' Cheerleading had a fun fall season.  Their enthusiasm and spirit is most appreciated.  
Special thanks to our Head Coach Hannah Kerr and her Assistant Coach Amanda 
McNamara. Under their leadership, the team worked hard and improved their skills.

Girls' Swimming and Diving team had another outstanding season with many highlights. 
The team finished the regular season 9-3 and was 7th place in the Class L state meet.  During 
the season, the team broke three varsity records. The team had a strong dual meet season 
and capped off the season with a tremendous effort in the 400 Free Relay breaking a varsity 
record and participating in the State Open.  Five athletes were named to the All Conference 
team.

Girls? Soccer had another successful season.  The team finished the season with a record of 
13-4-2.  They went on to the Class LL tournament and reached the state quarterfinals.  Key 
games included a 2-2 tie against #1 ranked Southington and a win against the #7 seed in the 
tournament.  Congratulations to senior Katie Powell for earning All State recognition.

Boys' Soccer, under the direction of new Head Coach Nick Boorman, had another great 
season finishing the regular season with a record of 11 wins, 3 losses, and 2 ties.  The team 
qualified for the Class LL state tournament and made it to the semi finals of the state 
tournament.  They finished the season ranked in the Top 10 in CT coaches poll.  
Congratulations to senior Shrey Sharma for earning All State recognition.

Girls? Volleyball finished the season with a 9-9 record and qualified for the Class L State 
Tournament. Highlights include victories over both Southington and Cheshire.  After 
graduating only four seniors this year, there is much optimism for the youth who return next 
season.

Boys' Football finished the season 5-5. The team saw a number of record-setting 
performances by Jake Conrad (single season & career passing yards, completions, and TD), 
Mike Gregory (single season receiving TD & INT and career INT & receiving yards), and Niko 
Bouzakis (career receptions). Defensively, Farmington posted 3 shutouts and narrowly 



Farmington High School was ranked as a top 5,000 STEM high 
school for 2019, honoring excellence in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics by Newsweek.  The list includes 
schools in every region of the country that offer skilled teachers 
who keep up with developments in these fields and who create 
dynamic learning 
environments to 
engage their students.

News From Our Schools News From Farmington High School
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Senior Anthony Seholm (left) won the ?Rock Paper 
Scissors Change? tournament. The FHS student body 
exceeded expectations with both the money brought in for 
the activity, as well as the energy and enthusiasm 
displayed. The Class of 2020 Student Council donated 
$2,394.75 to the Jimmy Fund. 

Union School kindergartners and second graders collaborate to get  to 
know each other through year-long relationship building activities. Each 
classroom is paired with a ?buddy class? who will participate in assemblies 
together and share integrated learning experiences throughout the year. 

West District second graders, 
teachers and parent volunteers 
planted a beautiful pollinator garden 
outside of the nature play area.

Congratulations to Farmington High School seniors, Brandon 
Demkowicz, Jordan Song and Luke Varghese, who have qualified 
as semifinalists in the 2020 National Merit Scholarship program.  

Nine FHS students have been named Commended Students in the 2020 National Merit 
Scholarship Program. They are Leah Bolles, Priscilla Jia, Rafaela Kottou, Karen Ru, Sophia 
Shack, Maha Siddiqui, Akhilesh Tumu, Katrina Wiegmann and Thanish Yalamanchili.

Farmington High School and Irving A. Robbins Middle School 
teachers presented at The League of Innovative Schools conference 
on NGSS practices and developing assessment-capable learners.

East Farms continued their 15 plus year tradition of collecting toys to be 
donated to the NBC 30 Toy Drive.

Union third and fourth grade students 
participated in Hour of Code. FHS 
student volunteers assisted with the 
activities and participated in the fun.

Irving A. Robbins Band, Orchestra, and Choir students performed a diverse selection of songs at their winter concert.

Sanmati Choudhary won 
the Aurora Foundation's 
Young Philanthropist of 
the Year award.

IAR students in the Diversity Club and in the Equity Leadership team led efforts to 
promote Down Syndrome Awareness Month. Students had meaningful discussions 
in homeroom advisories and students displayed messages of acceptance and 
kindness through announcements and t-shirt designs.

The Voice, FHS? student newspaper, was awarded their 
fourth gold medal and their first Crown Award from 
Columbia Scholastic Press Association.

Student representatives attended the Governor?s 
Reading Challenge ceremony where IAR was 
recognized as a 2019 Top Performer.  

To honor Veterans Day, West Woods 
faculty and students viewed a video 
tribute that honored and thanked our 
Veterans for their courage and sacrifice. 

The East Farms community created 
a school-wide mural of puzzle 
pieces showcasing their unique and 
special traits.

Over five hundred FHS musicians performed in the  
band, chorus and orchestra winter concerts.

FHS National Art Honor Society volunteers held a holiday arts 
activity with senior residents at Brookdale Gables in Farmington.

Our current 
Vision of the 
Graduate is now 
10 years old! 
Families, 
students, 
faculty and 
business 
leaders have 

been participating in conversations 
about  the thinking and learning 
skills our students will need for 
college, career, and citizenship in 
the future to inform the next set of 
Board of Education Goals.

Dr. Marc Brackett, Director of Yale's Center 
for Emotional Intelligence, inspired faculty to 
take a "whole child"  approach to working 
with students and supporting their success. 

News From Irving A. Robbins Middle School
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