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Core Beliefs
1. Expectations Matter: Teachers maintain high expectations 

for all students through continual encouragement, specific and
timely feedback, tenacity in providing targeted support, and
through communicating that all students have the capacity to meet
district standards. We believe that maintaining high expectations
leads to higher levels of student achievement.

2. Effort Matters: Students in the Farmington Public Schools
succeed at high levels through their own efforts and the collective
efforts of their parents, educators, and the community. It is through
students’ own hard work and dedication to the pursuit of excellence
that they will succeed. We believe that increasing effort leads to
higher levels of student achievement.

3. Instruction Matters: Teachers refine their teaching craft
through ongoing study and action research, observation of
instruction, and collaboration with colleagues. Teachers are
actively engaged and committed to applying proven instructional
strategies to reach every student. All educators demonstrate
their commitment to instructional and curricular development
for the classroom, team, school, and district through their
leadership in improvement efforts. We believe that improving
instruction leads to higher levels of student achievement.

4. Relationships Matter: All staff members create and maintain an
environment that promotes respect, trust, and understanding, and
fosters communication and problem-solving. We nurture the whole
child and ensure that each student receives a new opportunity every
day to perform at his/her best. We believe that developing caring
and supportive relationships between and among educators,
students, and parents leads to higher levels of student achievement.

5. Results Matter: Administrators, teachers, and students measure
progress toward meeting and exceeding defined standards and goals.
Through the ongoing and collaborative analysis of student work and
data, we hold students and each other accountable for continuous
improvement. We believe that sharing and using results to inform our
decisions about instruction, resources, curriculum, and program
development leads to higher levels of student achievement.

Farmington 

Strategic planning for continuous

improvement is an important process 

in the district’s efforts to enable all

students to reach high levels of

achievement, leadership, and citizenship.

BOE Mission
The mission of the Farmington Public

Schools is to enable all students 

to achieve academic and personal

excellence, exhibit persistent effort, 

and live as resourceful, inquiring, 

and contributing global citizens.

A Tradition of Excellence and 

a Commitment to Innovation.



Public School District
Farmington Public Schools’ Graduates will acquire an
understanding of the essential knowledge and skills in
the core academic disciplines and develop the thinking
and learning skills needed to meet the challenges of
local, national, and global citizenship in a rapidly
changing world.

Critical Thinking and Reasoning: Students access,
interpret, analyze, and evaluate ideas and information,
draw evidence-based conclusions, synthesize new learning
with prior knowledge, and reflect critically on learning.

Communication and Collaboration: Students participate
effectively in a variety of teams, actively listen and respond

to the ideas of others, share responsibility for outcomes,
articulate ideas clearly in multiple formats, and use
technology tools to enhance communication.

Problem Solving and Innovation: Students identify
problems, analyze data, ask questions, utilize a variety of
resources, think flexibly, make connections, and seek
practical, innovative, and entrepreneurial solutions to a
variety of problems.

Self-direction and Resourcefulness: Students explore
interests, take initiative, set goals, demonstrate persistent
effort, adapt to change with resiliency, and exhibit ethical
leadership and responsible citizenship.

National list of 25 schools “Worth Visiting” (only school 
in Connecticut listed as “Worth Visiting” in Education Week). 

NerdWallet: #5 in Connecticut for the “Best Schools for your Buck”. 

Innovative Capstone expansion based on student interest.

Partnership with Jackson Lab (JAX)  

P21 National District Exemplar

Cambridge Pre-U Course and rigorous program of studies
and College and Career Readiness Exam administered at the
high school level. 

Students and faculty continue to be recognized at the state and
national levels for their many, varied accomplishments, including
High School National Merit Semi-Finalists and Finalists.

70% of all students are involved in interscholastic program
and approx. 70% are involved in clubs and activities.

National and State Level Rankings—Top 10 in Connecticut (U.S.
News and World Reports, Washington Post and Daily Beast).

Maker Spaces (K-6) funded by Noah Wallace and SDE Grants.

Outstanding athletic programs have achieved some of the
highest-winning percentages for high schools in CT, including
many state championships.

Exemplary Unified sports, physical education, music, and art
programs are accessible to all students.

PISA ranked Farmington among the top performing school
districts worldwide in reading, math, and science. 

Grades 2-12 Chromebooks (Best Practices in Tech. Funding
Ad Hoc) – one to one.

Strong FPSF partnership and first ever FPSF Innovative
Initiative Grant (three-year grant) and other state grants 
to enhance and enrich learning opportunities for students.

Some Notable FPS Accomplishments:
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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
The Farmington Public Schools is a nationally and internationally recognized school district. We provide
state-of-the-art K-12 programming in all areas of curriculum. The school district is dedicated to developing the
interests, talents, and strengths of the whole child. Thus, Farmington students are exposed to innovative core
academics as well as award-winning art, drama, music, health,

robotics, physical education, and inter-scholastic athletic programs each day. 

The mission of the Farmington Public Schools is to enable all students to achieve
academic and personal excellence, exhibit persistent effort, and live as
resourceful, inquiring, and contributing global citizens. We are an innovative
learning organization focused upon continuous improvement in all aspects of our
work. This focus on continuous improvement creates an environment of
innovation, risk-taking, and excellence at all levels of our educational
organization. Each day, our students engage in powerful learning experiences,
mastering rigorous grade level standards while developing the core thinking and
learning competencies necessary to be successful in college, careers, and as
citizens of our global community. Our students are leaders of their own learning.

We celebrate and honor the strong relationships we have established among and between the Board of Education administration,
faculty, parents, and the community at large. With an outstanding team of administrators and faculty, we work in collaboration
with families and our students to engage in continuous improvement efforts that challenge and support all students. 

~ Kathleen C. Greider
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The Farmington Public Schools are committed 

to core beliefs that guide our work. 

These beliefs frame our goals, school, and

program development plans, fiscal plan,

and support systems. These beliefs focus

instruction, curriculum, and assessment to ensure

that all students achieve at high levels.

Farmington communicates its rigorous

expectations through its programs and core

content standards with a robust and forward-

thinking internal accountability system that

promotes equity and excellence in education.

THE WELL-ROUNDED 
STUDENT IN 

FARMINGTON
ACADEMICS, INNOVATION 

(MAKER SPACES, ENGINEERING LABS,

AND ROBOTICS) ATHLETICS, CLUBS,

MUSIC, ARTS, TECHNOLOGY, THEATRE,

COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND PATHWAYS

TO COLLEGE AND CAREERS

SS EE LL FF -- DD II RR EE CC TT II OO NN  SS EE LL FF -- DD II RR EE CC TT II OO NN  
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SUCCESS IN COLLEGE
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Farmington High School
We believe that all students are capable of learning at high levels and meeting high

academic, civic, and social standards. Farmington High offers a variety of courses 
and co-curricular opportunities. Farmington students are regularly recognized 
for their outstanding achievements in Robotics, athletics, music, engineering, 

and the fine and applied arts. Top-notch athletic and extracurricular programs 
support the school’s high academic tradition.

SUCCESS IN COLLEGE



Farmington High School consistently ranks within the top ten high schools in

Connecticut and among the best high schools in the nation by U.S. News and 

World Reports, The Washington Post, The Daily Beast, and other national publications.

CC OO LL LL AA BB OO RR AA TT II OO NN  CC OO LL LL AA BB OO RR AA TT II OO NN  
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AND CAREERSAND CAREERS
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Irving A. Robbins Middle School
Irving A. Robbins Middle School is a nationally recognized school of excellence that serves students in

grades 7 and 8. At IAR, our goal is to promote students’ academic achievement and personal and social
growth, while creating a sense of belonging and community for them as they navigate adolescence.  

We offer a rigorous, rich and varied academic program designed to prepare all students for success in
high school and to achieve the Vision of the Farmington Graduate. Throughout the school day and after

school, students have many opportunities to participate in interest-based and enrichment learning
experiences. Our students are challenged with high academic and behavioral expectations and are

provided with the support and encouragement to meet those expectations.

LEADERSHIP & COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP & COMMUNITY 
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West Woods Upper Elementary School
West Woods Upper Elementary School welcomes students in grades five and six in a beautiful
facility with cutting edge technology and resources. The mission of West Woods School is to

“challenge all students to meet high academic standards and to help them become responsible 
and caring community members.” We continue to work to articulate that vision and to translate it 

into school programs and structures. West Woods creates a strong bridge between the elementary
schools and the middle school, with the support of the faculty, administration, and staff.

PROJECT-BASEDPROJECT-BASED 
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LEARNING EXPERIENCESLEARNING EXPERIENCES
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East Farms Elementary School
East Farms School is a community of learners and a partnership among teachers, students, and parents,

which supports student learning and personal development. East Farms School is committed to all
students, developing high level academic skills, and the positive habits of life-long learners. The school

community is committed to developing respectful behaviors, personal responsibility, and productive
citizenship. The school vision is to create a learning-focused community in which all students can develop
their critical thinking and reasoning, collaboration and communication, problem solving and innovation,

and self-direction and resourcefulness. Educators at East Farms School are committed to continuous
improvement in order to best meet the needs of students, parents, and the community.

ACADEMICS ENRICHED BY ARTSACADEMICS ENRICHED BY ARTS
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Noah Wallace Elementary School
Noah Wallace School, located in Farmington’s beautiful historic district, serves students in
kindergarten through fourth grade. Our goal is “to provide an elementary school experience 

that engages children and encourages risk-taking while building a lasting enthusiasm for learning.”
We pride ourselves on our sharing and caring community, where faculty, staff, parents, students,

and community members work together to provide learning experiences, structures, and 
supports to ensure that all students reach high levels of achievement.

REACHING GLOBAL STANDARDSREACHING GLOBAL STANDARDS
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Union Elementary School
Union School is a kindergarten through fourth grade elementary school located in the Unionville section of

Farmington. It has been recognized as a National Exemplary School by the U.S. Department of Education. This district
treasure, standing above the Farmington River, has maintained its traditional charm while meeting the standards and
demands of 21st century education. As the school’s song lyrics state, “At Union School we work and play; yesterday,

tomorrow, and today. The Farmington River always flowing; generations coming, generations going.” Our mission is to
promote high levels of learning and achievement for all students, both academic and personal. To enact the mission,

educators, family members, and students work together to provide a supportive environment and responsive
instruction.  In our community, we aim to help children develop a joy and passion for learning. 

EXCELLENCE FOR ALL STUDENTSEXCELLENCE FOR ALL STUDENTS
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West District Elementary School
West District School is a kindergarten through fourth grade school located in a country-like setting in the

Unionville section of Farmington. We are recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as a Blue Ribbon
School. West District School is characterized by a strong sense of community where students, teachers, 
and parents all work together to provide an outstanding education in an environment that respects all
learners. Our school vision is to create a learning-focused community in which all students can develop 

their talents in a caring and collaborative atmosphere that values diversity and promotes kindness,
responsibility, and service to others. We embrace technology in our school for all of our students 

as we strive to prepare them for the demands of the 21st century.  

EFFORT = SUCCESSEFFORT = SUCCESS
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