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Farmington Board of Education 
 

Present:  Nancy Nickerson, Chair    
Kenneth Koos, Vice-Chair/Secretary (arrived at 7:40 p.m.)  

Jean Baron 
Tad Diesel  
Don Dube 
Mary Grace Reed (absent) 

Mark Simpson 
Tory Stempf (absent) 

Patty Stoddard 
      
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Diane Shea 
Recording Secretary:  Janine Ransom 
Citizens, Student 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Nancy Nickerson called the Board of Education meeting to order at 
7:35 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

 VOTED: To approve the minutes of May 6, 2002, with the following 
correction:  (Diesel-Simpson) 

 p. 2965:  Jean Baron said that her request to hear from social 
workers about mental health issues of students was not related 
to school performance or standards, but to all students in 
general – How are they doing within the world they live in? 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
VOTED: To approve the minutes of May 9, 2002, with the following 

correction:  (Simpson-Dube) 
 p. 2970:  Jean Baron added the following:  “Jean Baron said 

that the elementary foreign language program is important to 
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the Board and it made it through all the cuts until we were 
forced to cut an additional $175,000. 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Mona Shustock, 18 Glen Hollow Drive, stated her concern with the safety of her 
child’s bus pick-up and drop-off area and shared information with the Board 
members.  Dr. Villanova reported on the investigation of this transportation 
complaint.  Patty Stoddard said that traffic roundabouts and a speed bump are due 
to be installed on Burlington Road in August.  This will alleviate the traffic 
problem on this road and, therefore, it was decided to wait until the fall to assess 
the situation.  This was agreeable to Mrs. Shustock. 
 
Bryan Piccirillo, FHS student representative, updated the Board on student 
activities.  The group considering alternative ranking systems will meet on May 29 
and plan to write a resolution.  The Student Council is working on the upcoming 
charity ball (June 14 at the football field). 
 
Sam Iritano, Birdseye Road, offers his comments regarding the budget referendum 
and said that he will support the reduced budget.  He also stated his views 
concerning fiscal responsibility, budget reporting, and FHS classroom usage. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
A. Teacher Leadership Appointments – Dr. Howley, Assistant Superintendent, 
presented the list of teachers appointed to leadership positions.  These positions are 
annually posted and appointed.  Department Chairs support teacher evaluation and 
professional development.  The responsibilities of other teacher leadership 
positions were explained. 
 
B.  Cafeteria Services Program Annual Report – Diane Shea, Business 
Administrator, reported on Farmington’s excellent program which has a 65% 
participation rate.  The program has maintained its financial stability while meeting 
the nutritional needs of students.  The Department underwent its first Coordinated 
Review Evaluation/School Meal Initiative audit review by the Connecticut State 
Department of Education, Office of Child Nutrition.  The review rated the program 
commendable in all areas.  Farmington High School will be the last location for the 
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“point of sale” program under the capital plan, with Noah Wallace being 
completed this year.   
 
C.  Continuing Education Annual Report – Sandy Santy, Director of Continuing 
Education Programs, gave the Board members an update of the program, stating 
that these are partly state-mandated adult courses such as ESOL (English as a 
Second Language) and GED (General Education Diploma).  These courses are 
done in cooperation with Avon, Canton and Region 10.  The enrichment programs 
help subsidize the mandated programs and include dancing, hiking, cooking, crafts, 
computers, and day trips. Summer Learning Academy, SAT preparation, and 
Driver Education are courses that are designed to meet the needs of Farmington 
students.  Using the new software registration system, more than 3,675 participants 
were registered throughout the school year.  Mrs. Santy stated that this is a great 
community outreach program sending out 30,000 catalogs each semester, offering 
classes four days per week at most schools, and employing 150 teachers.   
 
D. School Age Care Annual Report – Deborah O’Byrne, SAC Coordinator 
(School Age Care Program), reported on this very important program offering 
quality childcare for over 400 students at every elementary school.  West Woods 
will be added in the fall.  Staff turnover is at an all-time low with over 90% of 
current staff returning.  During this school year, restructuring has taken place.  
Each site has a site supervisor and activity clubs have been formed.  Curriculum 
projects have begun, and parent nights have been held to display projects and 
student work.  Ms. O’Byrne works closely with principals to offer educational 
support for students through fun activities.  Affordable rates are charged, and this 
program continues to be self-sufficient with all anticipated costs covered by 
program revenues.     
 
E.  Professional Appointments, Resignations, and Professional Development 
Activities – Dr. Villanova noted that many of the resignations are teachers who 
have decided to stay home with their children; they may return in the future.   
Recent recruiting efforts through job fairs and the alternate route to certification 
have provided quality new hires.  Dr. Howley is reviewing the support being given 
to beginning teachers.   
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REPORT OF THE BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 VOTED: To accept the report of the Business Administrator for the  

month ending April 30, 2002.  (Baron-Koos) 
Vote was unanimous. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Curriculum – The agenda for the next meeting will include discussion of high 
school graduation requirements, Latin, and the Performing Arts Standard. 
 
Personnel/Negotiations – no report 
 
Policy – Tad Diesel reported that the committee met to review the high school 
graduation requirements policy which adds performance as a requirement for 
graduation.  This state-mandated policy must be in place by September 1st.  The 
Curriculum Committee will review it,  and the policy should be presented to the 
Board for its first reading at the June 3rd meeting. 
 
West Woods School Building Committee – Jean Baron reported the next meeting 
is Wednesday, May 22 at 7:00 p.m.  The carpenters are now off strike.  She 
reminded Board members to make their tiles; the Art teachers are doing a 
wonderful job with this project.  
 
High School Building Committee – Don Dube reported that the Committee met 
today and recommended four architects to be interviewed on June 4.  
 
Nancy Nickerson reminded Board members to turn in their vacation calendars so a 
summer workshop can be planned.  There will be a Board meeting on June 17.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Noah Wallace Fund Proposals 
 

VOTED: To approve the 2002-03 Noah Wallace Fund projects, as  
presented.  (Baron-Diesel) 
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Dr. Howley presented the proposals that were recommended by the Noah Wallace 
Fund Committee and support the Noah Wallace Fund’s purpose.  The history of 
the establishment of the Noah Wallace Fund was explained, noting that the 
principal of the account has not been touched; interest only is used for annual 
projects.  The four proposals (which total $33,540) include:   
 
1. Continued professional development and team building for West Woods 

School.  
2. Revision of the African Prince and the Runaway Ship:  Social Studies Project 

for West Woods School.  
3. A literacy improvement initiative. 
4. A new teacher development institute model.  
 
After discussion, the vote to approve the Noah Wallace Fund projects as presented 
was unanimous.   
 
IX.B.  Textbook Adoption, First Reading  
 
 VOTED: To approve the first reading of the recommended textbooks as 

presented.  (Diesel-Simpson) 
Vote was unanimous. 

 
Mark Simpson inquired about the letter to parents sent from Dr. Breslin, FHS 
Principal regarding student parking.  This issue was discussed. 
 
Jean Baron asked Dr. Villanova to send a thank you to the “YES” group that 
sponsors the Middle School dances as they have been great. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 

VOTED: To move to executive session at 9:50 p.m. for personnel 
matters.   (Dube-Stoddard) 

     Vote was unanimous. 
 
The Board members and Dr. Villanova discussed a confidential personnel matter. 
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 VOTED: To return to regular session.  (Baron-Stoddard) 
Vote was unanimous. 

 
VOTED: To adjourn the meeting at 10:15 p.m. (Koos-Simpson) 

   Vote was unanimous. 
 
     Respectively submitted, 
 
 
 
     Kenneth Koos, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
 
 


