
 
 
Special Meeting January 7, 2002 FHS Library 
 

2892

 
Farmington Board of Education 

 
Present:  
 
Nancy Nickerson    Richard Schirano 
Jean Baron     Mark Simpson 
Tad Diesel      Tory Stempf      
Kenneth Koos     Patty Stoddard 
Mary Grace Reed       
 
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Diane Shea 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Robert Villanova at 7:01 p.m. on behalf of 
the Board. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Dr. Villanova invited nominations for the office of Chairperson of the Board for 
the term 2002-2004. 
 
 MOTION: Richard Schirano nominated Nancy Nickerson.   
   Kenneth Koos seconded the nomination. 
 
 MOTION: Tory Stempf moved that nominations be closed. 
   Jean Baron seconded the motion. 
 
There being no other nominations, Nancy Nickerson was unanimously elected to 
serve as Chairperson for the term 2002-2004. 
 
Dr. Villanova invited nominations for the office of Vice-Chairperson/Secretary. 
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MOTION: Tad Diesel nominated Kenneth Koos. 
  Jean Baron seconded the nomination. 
 
MOTION: Richard Schirano moved that nominations be closed. 
  Jean Baron seconded the motion. 
 

There being no other nominations, Kenneth Koos was unanimously elected to 
serve as Vice-Chair/Secretary for the term 2002-2004. 
 
 VOTED: To adjourn at 7:15 p.m. (Reed-Baron) 
   Vote was unanimous. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Kenneth Koos, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
 



 
 
Special Meeting January 7, 2002 FHS Library 
 

2894

 
Farmington Board of Education 

 
Present:  
 
Nancy Nickerson    Richard Schirano 
Jean Baron     Mark Simpson 
Tad Diesel      Tory Stempf      
Kenneth Koos     Patty Stoddard 
Mary Grace Reed       
 
Superintendent:  Dr. Robert Villanova 
Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Eileen S. Howley 
Business Administrator:  Diane Shea 
Principals, Citizens, Press 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Nancy Nickerson called the Board of Education meeting to order at 
7:30 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the December 10, 2001 meeting, 
with the following correction:  (Schirano-Reed) 

 
 p. 2889: Under Committee Reports (B.), change �NAGE� to 

�CILU.� 
 p. 2886:  Under Presentation of Proclamations, add �Prior to the 

Board of Education meeting, Paula Ray swore in the following 
Board members:  Jean Baron, Tad Diesel, Kenneth Koos, Mark 
Simpson, Tory Stempf, and Patty Stoddard.  Congratulatory 
comments were made by Arline Whitaker, Town Council 
Chair, and Robin Fuhrman, Town Council /Board of Education 
Liaison.  On behalf of the Board of Education, Nancy  
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Nickerson thanked and commended Paula Ray and Anna 
Badera for their service on the Board and wished the new Board 
members well in the future.� 

 Vote was unanimous. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Kevin Hughes, 283 Old Mountain Road, raised a concern regarding the proposed 
changes to school schedules and impact on buses.  He shared an alternative 
schedule (hand out) and encouraged the Board to make age appropriate and 
relevant decisions. 
 
Nancy Nickerson welcomes Ken Koos as the new Vice-Chair. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT�S REPORT 
 
A.  CAPT Results � Spring 2001 Administration � Dr. Villanova introduced the 
results of the Spring 2001 CAPT administration.  He reminded the Board that in 
November they heard a preliminary report and this report reflects more data 
analysis of the scores.  He stressed how CAPT is different from the CMT as well 
as its connection to the work of the High School Task Force.  He explained how 
the test goals represent rigorous and exemplary performance.  Dr. Breslin and Dr. 
Howley described the changes in the test � the addition of a new sub-test, how the 
test is not directly comparable to previous years, and the efforts that high school 
staff are making to continually support students to meet these rigorous standards.  
Dr. Breslin highlighted the strength of the results, particularly in mathematics and 
writing. 
 
Tad Diesel stressed that the administration is on target and indicated that this test is 
one that can be adequately prepared for.  He expressed a concern regarding how 
we can rely on these numbers, however, since the test continues to change. 
 
Jean Baron noted that the CAPT is growing in importance and inquired as to how 
we encourage students to re-take the test.  Dr. Breslin explained that parents must 
sign-off if a student chooses not to take the test.  Richard Schirano noted that the 
results seemed strong but noted that the results in science and reading were not as 
strong.  Dr. Breslin noted that the reading portion of the assessment is new and that 
administration has already, through the school development process, identified this 
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as a priority area.  Jean Baron questioned what students received, and Alan 
Frishman noted the certificate and note on their transcript.  Tory Stempf 
commended the index scores and indicated that they illustrate that our lowest 
performing students are improving and moving up.  Ken Koos asked for 
clarification between average scores and index scores.  Mary Grace Reed also 
commended the index scores.  Mark Simpson commended the high school staff for 
changing the exam schedule and sharing it with parents in the newsletter. 
 
B.  School Transportation Schedules, 2002-2003 � Dr. Villanova explained the 
process of trying to establish this new schedule and discussed the nature of 
research in this area.  He explained the need for an hour between tiers and 
described the proposal and the special transportation challenges presented by the 
opening of West Woods Upper Elementary School.  Tad Diesel asked for 
clarification regarding the research and whether high school students take 
advantage of the buses.  Diane Shea explained the law in this regard.  Jean Baron 
asked if there were many bus complaints, particularly at the middle school.  Nancy 
Nickerson asked how after school activities are affected.  Diane Shea indicated that 
the late schedule will not be reduced.  She explained the tiers.  The Board 
considered Mr. Hughes� proposal and its viability.  Patty Stoddard inquired about 
transition issues and the shift in time from IAR to FHS.  Dr. Villanova indicated 
that following this evening�s Board review, the 2002-2003 school year starting 
times will now be distributed to parents and faculty members. 
 
C.  Preliminary Budget Information on Professional Staffing, 2002-2003 � Dr. 
Villanova introduced the proposed professional staffing plan.  Dr. Howley 
explained the shifts in staff from elementary grades and IAR that are necessary to 
staff the new school.  She explained how both enrollment and program must be 
considered as well as board policy for class size.  She explained the movement of 
classroom teachers and shifts in program that shaped the proposal for the 
elementary schools, West Woods and IAR.  She explained that the increasing 
enrollment projections for the high school were influential in the high school 
proposal.  Board members questioned the large class size at Union School, grade 4, 
and suggested that a teacher be added, potentially as �unassigned� to accommodate 
this need.  Nancy Nickerson raised a question regarding the potential for 
redistricting, given the desire to maintain the specials in the smaller schools. 
 
D.  Preliminary Budget Information on Special Services, 2002-2003 � Dr. Jane 
Currie introduced the preliminary budget information for Special Services, 
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highlighting changes in professional staff as well as other major accounts.  Dr. 
Villanova also highlighted the request for a supervisor of special education and 
described the comparison of administrative staffing patterns in other Hartford area 
school systems.  Tad Diesel inquired about the relationship with the Excess Cost 
Grant and how those dollars are used.  Diane Shea elaborated on the contract 
transportation and will add contractors and drivers for clarity. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR�S REPORT 
 
 VOTED: To approve the Business Administrator�s Report for the period  

ending November 30, 2001.  (Schirano-Reed) 
Vote was unanimous. 

 
Dr. Villanova described the financial status.  A brief discussion ensued regarding 
grants and the use of grants. 
 
Jean Baron highlighted the positive pieces that are represented in the school-based 
information section of the board report.  Ken Koos asked about equity with respect 
to the CCSU grant.  Mark Simpson stressed the value of the interdistrict grant. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
CREC � Mary Grace Reed described the lobbyists� work on behalf of increased 
funding for interdistrict magnet schools and shared written information that she 
received.   
 
Library � Mary Grace Reed described evening study sessions at the Stanley 
Whitman House for Paideia. 
 
Building Committee � Jean Baron indicated that there are no scheduled tours right 
now. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A. Policy Review � Series #7000 � New Construction 
 

VOTED:  That, upon the recommendation of the Policy Committee and 
the Superintendent, the Farmington Board of Education adopts 
Series 7000 � New Construction, as presented.   
(Stempf- Schirano) 
Vote was unanimous. 

 
B.  Consideration of Bid Specifications for FHS Window Replacement   
 

VOTED: To approve the Farmington High School Window Replacement 
Bid and Specification documents as presented for state project 
052-055 and they may be released for public bidding. 

 (Diesel-Baron) 
 Vote was unanimous. 

 
Nancy Nickerson indicated that the capital projects meeting is scheduled for 
January 28 at 4 p.m. with a window from 4-7 p.m.  Board members asked to have 
the later time slots (6 or 7 p.m.) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.  Town of Farmington Annual Financial Report and Audit � Dr. Villanova 
presented Board members with a copy of the Annual Financial Report and Audit 
and noted that the Town is required to undergo annual single audits in conformity 
with the provisions of Conn. State Statutes, the Single Audit Act of 1984, and U.S. 
Office of Management and Budget Circular A-133.  Blum, Shapiro and Company, 
P.C. conducted the audit on behalf of the Town.  The Annual Financial Report 
includes no findings of concern or recommendations for procedural improvements 
in fiscal matters.  
  
CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - None 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mary Larson, Horseshoe Lane, shared the progress on the efforts to bring crew to 
Farmington.  She indicated that individuals are ready and willing to come speak to 
the Board, including the Athletic Director.  Their goal is a start date of March 18.  
She shared a picture of students who attended an informational meeting.  She 
indicated she had difficulty getting names for mailing. 
 
Rex Smith, 2 Bella Lane, questioned the specials that were identified in the staffing 
report for elementary grades.  He questioned the numbers for music and whether 
an additional strings teacher was necessary. 
 

VOTED: To adjourn at 10:30 p.m.  (Stempf-Koos) 
     Vote was unanimous. 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Kenneth Koos, Vice-Chair/Secretary 


