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Unit Summary
 
 
This unit on food, family, ordering and paying the bill at a café is designed to be used in 
grade 6th, French, in conjunction with Chapter 5 of the text En Avant, with a 
heterogeneous class of students.  This unit will occur at the middle of the academic 
school year and after one year of 5th grade French.  It should take approximately ten 
weeks to complete. 
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Stage One: Standards 
 
World Language Essential Understandings and Content Standards 
 
Communication 
 
#1.  The purposes of communication include exchanging information, expressing 
ourselves, and getting to know others. 
 
1.12 Comprehend the main ideas when listening to peers and familiar adults when 

discussing topics of personal interests. 
 
1.15 Comprehend the basic content of written materials selected by the teacher on the 

basis of topical familiarity (e.g. café menus) 
 
1.18 Present short plays and skits and recite short poems 
 
1.21 Write brief informal notes and sentences about people and activities in daily life. 
 
#2.  Communication takes place in a variety of ways: reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, viewing and gesturing. 
 
2.7 Express simple courtesies 
 
2.12  Respond to questions about weather, time, colors, family, clothing, parts of the 

body, food and sports. 
 
2.14 Exchange information regarding their likes and dislikes about food 
 
2.15  Demonstrate more than one way to express a basic idea in the target language 
  
Comparisons 
 
#6 Comparing our culture to another raises our awareness of the diverse ways 
people make sense of the world 
 
6.5 Demonstrate patterns of behavior of the target cultures that are related to recreation 

and celebrations, comparing and contrasting them with behaviors in their own culture  
 
Connections 
 
The acquisition of information only available in the world language leads to 
understanding of distinctive viewpoints and allows for a more meaningful 
connection to the rest of the world 
 
8.3 Use multimedia sources to explore the target culture(s) 
 
8.4 Develop the necessary skills to use the Internet in order to gain first hand 

knowledge of the target culture(s) from various sources. 
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Technology Essential Understandings and Content Standards 
 
Students will develop a search strategy that demonstrates an understanding of the 
appropriate use of an encyclopedia, atlas, almanac, dictionary and library catalog 
 
Students will demonstrate ability to extract and record information relevant to their 
defined information need.  
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Unit Outcome Statement 
 
 
As a result of this unit the students will begin to understand how to behave in a French 
café.  
 
The students will also grasp that a cultural understanding will help them to communicate 
in this situation: 
 

• They will recognize and order cultural food and beverages 
• They will discuss, compare and contrast foods 
• They will be able to request and pay for the check  

 
 
 
 
Essential Questions 
 
  

• How does our command of language affect our ability to provide, obtain and 
understand information? 

• How does our ability to communicate depend upon non-verbal as well as verbal 
signals and expressions? 

• How would our lives be different if we lived in another culture? 
• How does knowing another World Language improve our understanding and 

perspectives of another culture? 
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 Knowledge and Skills 
 
Knowledge 
 
The students will: 
 

• Identify vocabulary related to food and beverages (ex: croquet-monsieur, jus 
d’orange) 

• Identify vocabulary related to nuclear family (ma mère, mon père) 
• Identify expressions to make suggestions (on prend…? Tu voudrais..?) 
• Identify expressions to order food and beverages (vous désirez?) 
• Use expressions to get somebody’s attention (Excusez-moi) 
• Use expressions to inquire and express likes and dislikes (C’est délicieux)  
• Use numbers in the context of a bill (C’est combien?) 
• Use the possessive adjectives for first person (mon, ma, mes) 

 
 
Skills/Processes  
 
Students will be able to express through oral and written language how to: 
 

• Conjugate the new verb Prendre 
• Communicate likes and dislikes related to food and beverages 
• Formulate sentences to make suggestions  
• Order food and beverages 
• Ask for a check in a café and pay correct amount 
• Locate necessary information from a variety of resources – nonfiction, reference, 

online databases 
• Extract required information and record information in their own words 

 
Thinking Skills 
 
The students will: 
 

• Value cultural differences in foods and beverages 
• Demonstrate tolerance for other culture’s point of view in order to communicate 

in a French café 
• Demonstrate that they are beginning to understand how to behave in a French café 

 
Stage Two: Assessment Package 
 
 
Authentic Performance Task 
 
As a result of this unit the students will begin to understand how to behave in a French 
café.  
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Goal:  Your goal is to prepare and perform a dialogue in a café where you go with your 
nuclear family during your vacation in Paris.  At the café you will discuss the menu with 
your family and you will order food and beverages.  You will discuss your likes and 
dislikes regarding the French foods and beverages.  You will then ask for the check and 
pay it.  Subsequently, you will write a letter to your class back home describing your 
experience at a French café.   
 
Role:  Your family and you are ordering foods and beverages in a French café 
 
Audience:  Your audience is your family and the waiter of the café 
 
Situation:  During your family vacation to Paris you go to a French café and you have to 
order food and drinks and pay the check.   
 
Product/Performance:   
 

a. The skit (for this activity you may use props):  Using the following prompts you 
will write and perform a skit with your three or four partners: 

• You and your family will discuss the menu 
• You will all discuss how much you like and dislike the food and beverages 

offered at the café 
• You will get the waiter’s attention 
• You will order something to eat and drink from the waiter 
• You will ask and pay the check 

b. The letter 
• Greetings 
• Find a name for the café 
• Describe what you had at the café 
• Describe your overall experience at the café 
 

Self-evaluation of the skit: 
Each group of three students will evaluate their readiness before the performance.    
 
Evaluating the letter: 
The students will peer edit the letter before handing it to the teacher. 
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Additional evidence 
 
All assessments will be performed informally or by use of rubrics. 
 
Speaking assessments: 

• Using transparency or food props have students identify French café foods 
• Using Holt website, www.gohrw.com, have students record answers 
• With question bottle or cards have students listen to questions regarding choice in 

a restaurant and price recognition on bill and  answer in complete sentences 
• Café Scene:  In a meaningful situation of the French café, the teacher sets up 

props for the students to choose (foods and euros).  The teacher is the customer 
and the student is the waiter/waitress.  Student is assessed orally on how well 
he/she responds in meaningful utterances. 

• Students will recite rhymes, poems or songs related to French foods and family 
• Informal assessment during games which incorporate speaking skills 

 
Writing assessments: 

• Students will complete writing activities in two workbooks (Chapter 5 of Cahier 
d’activités and Travaux pratiques de grammaire) 

• Dictée on sentences in context regarding food and family 
• Students will prepare a French menu 
• Students will prepare a restaurant bill 
• Assorted word searches, crossword puzzles and other games requiring writing 
• Power Point Presentation Students (working in small groups) will prepare a 

power point of a skit on the French café.  The will incorporate looking at the 
menu and selecting foods, commenting on likes and dislikes, asking for, paying 
and commenting on the bill. 

• Mini-project:  Students draw 8 pictures on a page with eight sentences.   They 
must include what each family member orders in a café. Ma tante prend la glace. 

 
Listening assessments: 

• Various listening assessments Chapter 5 in Listening Activities booklet of Allez, 
viens! 

• Café Scene ( See above under speaking assessments). The student is evaluated on 
how well he comprehends ( if he serves the right foods and beverages requested 
by the “customer”,  brings the bill etc) 

• Listening assessments with the computer or recording 
• Teacher-made Power-point assessements 

 
Listening-viewing: 

• Activity Masters 1,2, and 3, Chapter 5 of Video Guide booklet of Allez, viens! 
• DVD and Video viewing sheets from school library and Yale Resource Center 
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Reading assessments: 
• Reading assessments taken from Standardized Assessment Tutor Chapter 5 of 

Allez-viens! 
• “Les Croissants” (short reading and assessment) from Joie de Lire 
 

Cultural Elements: 
 There are components of the above assessments which incorporate cultural 
knowledge and understanding.  For example in the Café Scene,  (listening and speaking) 
the students must recognize the props of cultural foods such as camembert and mousse au 
chocolat as opposed to hotdog and popsicle.  In the Power Point Presentation the students 
must include pictures of French foods and French cafés.  In theVideo viewing (videos 
from Allez-viens, school library and Yale Resource Center. 
The assessements include the three parts to cultural understanding: 

• Products – identifying foods, beverages, menus, euros 
• Practices – How to behave in a French restaurant (ex. include a tip or 

not) 
• Perspectives – Why the French spend time at a café as opposed to 

eating and running 
 

Effort: 
• Daily effort in class (oral and written participation) 
• Practice at home (vocabulary and structures) 
• Extra props and decorations for skits and powerpoints 
• Drawing and preparing other artwork 
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Stage Three: Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 
Lesson Topic:  The café as a staple of Parisian life                  Duration: 3 days 
Guiding Questions: 
 
What is the importance 

of the café in the 
Parisian life? 

Suggested Sequence of Learning Experiences and Instruction: 
• Have students talk abut any experiences they may 

have had in American coffee shops.  When do people 
go to a coffee shop?  Tell students that in French 
cafés, people can also order lunch or dinner, unlike at 
most American coffee houses.  Also explain that in the 
past, coffee houses were the meeting places for artists 
and philosophers. Insist on using proper courtesies 
with the adults (ex: vous) 

• WHERE: Show menus and pictures of French cafes 
as a hook for a future family trip to Paris.   

• Chapter opener videos showing Paris and its major 
highlights. 

• DVD (Yale resource center) showing family in café 
presented with active viewing sheet. 

• Research in media center regional café foods 
 

Lesson Topic: Recognizing French café foods                         Duration: 6 days 
Guiding Questions: 
What types of food can 
you and your family 
order in a French café? 

Suggested Sequence of Learning Experiences and Instruction: 
• With either transparencies or props (both plastic and 

culturally authentic) present foods to class. Students 
repeat and write down vocabulary. 

• Students review verbs with new vocabulary: j’aime, je  
n’aime pas, j’aime mieux.  

• Students conjugates the verb prendre.  They use 
prendre in meaningful sentences with food 
vocabulary: je prends un croque-monsieur. 

• Dictée with new expressions 
• Students recite poems, rhymes or songs related to 

French food. 
• Read  authentic menus and in groups of two or three, 

design your own café menu 
• Present the basic family members and possessive 

adjectives: Maman (ma mère), Papa (mon père), mon 
frère, ma sœur, ma tante, mon cousin, ma cousine, mes 
cousins, mon grand-père, ma grand-mère. 

• Combine the new vocabulary in meaningful sentences 
in a game.  Use possessive adjectives, family 
members, foods and beverages.  Ex. Mon père prend 
un  steak-frites. 

• Mini-project:  Students draw 8 pictures on a page with 
eight sentences.   They must include what each family 
member orders in a café. Ma tante prend la glace 
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Lesson Topic: Making suggestions in a café                                                   5 days 
Guiding Questions: 
How would you make 
suggestions to your 
family members in a 
French café? 

Suggested Sequence of Learning Experiences and Instruction: 
 

• Revisit expressions they know such as Je voudrais  
• Present new expressions such as on prend or on va  
• Accept a suggestion: D’accord, bonne idée 
• Express regrets: je suis désolé and je regrette 
• Using transparencies (5-A and 5-B) play a chain 

game: I am hungry, I would like…. Create a sentence 
adding a food to the sentence of your friend.  Same 
thing with the beverages.  I am thirsty, I would like.... 

• Listening activity Chapter 5, #9 Ecoutons 
• Additional listening activities Chapter 5, #5-1, 5-2 and 

5-3 
• Reading activities from Standardized Assessment 

Tutor, Chapter 5, B and C 
• Write a short paragraph about a food of your choice 
• Bring food photo and, before the class explain why 

you like it or not. 
 

Lesson Topic: Getting waiter’s attention and ordering in a French café        5 days 
Guiding Questions: 
 
How should you interact 
in a French café? 
 

Suggested Sequence of Learning Experiences and Instruction: 
• Present new expressions to get the waiter’s attention: 

Monsieur, Madame, Mademoiselle 
• Revisit expression Est-ce que…? 
• Vous avez? Qu’est-ce que vous avez comme boissons? 

Qu’est-ce qu’il y a boire? 
• Expressions to order:   

o Je voudrais 
o Je vais prendre 
o Donnez-moi 
o Apportez-moi 
o Un sandwich, s’il vous plaît 

• Café Scene:  In a meaningful situation of the French 
café, the teacher sets up props for the students to 
choose (foods and euros).  The teacher is the customer 
and the student is the waiter/waitress.  Student is 
assessed orally on how well he/she responds in 
meaningful utterances. 

• Reading: Activity A p. 17 and Scholastic magazine  
• Listening:  Listening Activity 14 and Additional 

Listening Activity 5-3, 5-4 
• Viewing of video: Qu’est-ce qu’on prend and 

accompanying activities 
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Lesson Topic:    Inquiring and expressing likes and dislikes                      6 days 
Guiding Questions: 
 
How do you inquire 
about, express likes and 
dislikes and pay the 
check in a French café? 

Suggested Sequence of Learning Experiences and Instruction: 
• Present new vocabulary to inquire and express likes 

and dislikes with respect to café food 
• Using the pictures of food scanned by teacher, play a 

game to incorporate new expressions 
• Present new vocabulary to be able to ask and pay the 

check  
• Explain that in France the tip is included in the check  
• Review numbers playing bingo and other games 
• “Les Croissants” (short reading and assessment) from 

Joie de Lire 
• Viewing of second part of video and accompanying 

activities 
• In groups of three come up with similar situation 
• Illustrate this situation in a PP presentation, poster 

board or big book 
• Memorize the lines 
• Present the skit to the class 
• Listening: Listening activities 21 and 25 and 

Additional activities 5-5, 5-6 
 
 

 
Lesson Topic:  Dans un café de Paris                        3 days 
Guiding Questions: 
 
How does one behave in 
a French café? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Read menu(s)  
Reflect and rethink:  
Discuss difference and similarities of experiences in 
French and American cafés.   
• Form groups of three and discuss what you want to 

order in a French café with your family 
Evaluate and exhibit: 
• Prepare skit  
• Evaluate yourself 
• Present skit with props 
• Write letter individually 
• Peer edit 
• Answer in English the Essential Questions 
• Discuss these answers in class 
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Appendices 
 
Appendix 1  Student hand out of authentic performance task – Pages 15-16 
 
Appendix 2                  Rubrics (teacher, self and peer) - Page 17 thru 19  
 
Appendix 3  Hand-out from Allez-viens! and ancillary materials-  
    Pages 20 thru 48 
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Nom _______________________ Date ___________________________ 
Classe______________________ 
 

Dans un café de Paris 
 

In groups of three you will pretend that you are spending a vacation in Paris with 
your family.  Tired of looking at the monuments, you all decide to stop at a café. 

• After reading the menu, each of you will decide what to order to eat and 
to drink 

• The group will prepare a skit about your discussion.  Make sure that you 
use the vocabulary and the structures to express likes and dislikes.  You 
will make suggestions and finally you will call the waiter to order. 
Don’t forget to ask for the check and to pay before leaving!! 

• You will present the skit to the class with props 
• Finally, you will write individually a letter to your class back home 

describing your experience at the café. 
 

Make sure that the skit includes: 
• Vocabulary related to food and beverages that you can have in a French 

café 
• Expressions to make suggestions (On prend …? Tu voudrais... ?) 
• Expressions to get somebody’s attention (Excusez-moi, Monsieur !) 
• Expressions for ordering food and beverages (Qu’est-ce que vous avez 

comme boissons?) 
• Expressions to communicate your likes and dislikes (C’est bon, 

délicieux,  pas terrible) 
• Family member words when you address them 

 
Individually, write a letter that includes 

• Greetings 
• A name for the café 
• Description of  what you had at the café 
• Description of your overall experience at the café 
 

Self-evaluation : 
• Each group will evaluate himself or herself before the performance before 

the class based on the rubrics for speaking attached. 
• Evaluating the letter:  The students will peer edit the letter before handing it 

in to the teacher. 
 
Afterwards answer thoughtfully in English three of the following questions: 

• How does our command of language affect our ability to provide, obtain and 
understand information? 

Authors: Moraga & Bettega                          DRAFT: June 2004                  Farmington Public Schools   15



• How does our ability to communicate depend upon non-verbal as well as verbal 
signals and expressions? 

• How would our lives be different if we lived in another culture? 
• How does information available only in the world language help us improve our 

understanding and perspectives? 
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