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Admi ni strator s

Parent Participation is Key to Student Success

As parents and guardians, we often wonder what kind of involvement will help our
children most? In November, thédmerican School Board Journplblished an arti-
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from a parent involvement study conducted by the National School Boards Associ-
ation. Theresearchersfound that the practices most likely to produce high student
achievement take placeat home:

*  Monitoring homework;

* Making sure children get to school;

*  Rewarding their efforts;

*  Talking up the idea of going to college

These at home routines listed above are linked to better attendance, grades, test
scores, and preparation for college.

When we reflect on the our school goal for this yea¥West Woods: A Community of
Engaged Learnersye consider you, the parents and guardians, key members of

our school community. At home involvement is a proven, researdiased, power-
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ways mentioned above.

Working together in 2012,

~ Mrs. Bowman and Mrs. Evans

Dates to Remember:

« January 25 PTO Meeting, 7:15 p.m.

e February 3 Spirit Day ~ Twin Day

« February 14 Spirit Day ~ Wear Red or Pink



Planning for Success for all Students

Connecticut has mandated that all students create a Student Success Plan beginning in grade 6 by SuB012.
The Student Success Plan (SSP) is an individualized, flexible student driven plan that will be developed to address
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grades 6 through 12 from school to school and district to district. Its intent is for each student to stay connected
in school and to achieve possecondary educational and career goals.

Farmington Public Schools has chosen Naviance Succeed, an online planning tool, to comply with this mandate.

With Naviance Succeed, we will be able to customize the career and college readiness experience for each child at
every school. This year, sixth graders will focus on becoming familiar with navi-
gating the website, completing an online survey exploring their areas of interest,
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demic and personal successes. We hope to inspire your child to dream about what
they wish to become and explore careers that they never considered. This career

and setting both academic and personal goals. The program of Naviance Succeed
will be introduced to sixth grade through developmental counseling lessons in Feb-
ruary led by Robin Jobeless, School Counselor and Jenna Germain, Counseling In-
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exploration aligns with the Farmington Vision of the Graduate. Naviance Succeed
assists with future planning, thus leading to increased engagement, improved academic performance, and

demonstration of 21st century skills.

Geography Bee

On December 1%, a sixth grade
student, Dylan Anthonypillai, won
the West Woods schoolevel com-
petition of the National Geographic
Bee. Forty fifth and sixth graders
participated in the bee. Dylan now
has a chance to win a $25,000 col-
lege scholarship at the national lev-
el.

Many students participated in after

school practice sessions where
Miss Borror and Mr. Forgione re-

viewed the Geography Bee ques-
tion format and conducted practice

quizzes.

The West Woods Top 10 finalists
included Rollie Chamberlain, Tim
Erlikh, Varsha Irvathraya, Avi
Jivanani, Quinn Mahoney, Rohan
Parikh, Aaron Robair, and Jessica
Sardilli. After a tough final round

battle with our runner-up David
Stephenson, Dylan was victorious.

School winners across Connecticut,
including our West Woods champi-
on, take a written qualifying test.

The top 100 scorers in Connecticut
will be eligible to compete in the

State Bee on Friday, March 30,
2012.

The National Geographic Society
will provide an all expenses paid
trip to Washington, D.C. for state
champions where they will partici-

pate in the National Geographic
Bee National Championship on May
22-24, 2012. The first place nation-
al winner will receive a $25,000

college scholarship plus other priz-
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will moderate the televised nation-
al finals on May 24.

Best of luck to Dylan and congratu-
lations to all who participated in
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News from the Nurse,

Sandy Kremer, R.N.

Happy New Year to everyone! | hope
that you all enjoyed a healthy, restful
and fun filled holiday. This January
we are seeing an increase in the
number of colds, upper respiratory
infections and stomach virus. My
best advice is to go over the ways of
avoiding germs with your childrenz
primarily washing hands thoroughly
and often especially before eating,
and avoid touching your eyes, nose
and mouth. If your child is feeling ill

state physical examination forms in
their office and | also have them in
the Health Office. Letters will be
coming home soon to alert you to the
specifics.

If you have any questions, please feel
free to call me at 866284-1230.

7th Grade Immunizations:

According to recent Connecticut leg-

or has a fever, PLEASE keep themislative mandates, students who en-

home until they are feeling better.

Attention Parents/Guardians of
Fifth Grade Students:

According to the State of Connecti-
cut Education Laws and Farmington
Board of Education Policy, all stu-
dents who will be entering sixth
grade during the 20122013 school
year, MUST have a physical per-
formed by a physician betweenlan-
uary 1, 2012 and December 1,
2012 or they may not attend school
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usually get backed up with appoint-
ments by summer, so it is strongly
recommended that you schedule an
appointment for your fifth grade

child soon. Each physician has blue

ter 7t grade will need to have addi-
tional immunizations: a second Vari-
cella vaccine, the Adolescent Tdap
(tetanus, diptheria and pertussis) and
the Meningococcal (meningitis) Vac-
cine. Many & grade students got
these immunizations at their 6"
grade physical, but some did not.
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see if they need to be updated before
the next school year. Feel free to call
me with any questions or concerns.
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Revised Snack List:

In the spirit of the New Year, we
thought it would be

a good time for new starts and
healthy choices. Attached is a re-
vised snack list for approved, safe
shacks. We tried to include a wid-
er variety of healthy snacks to
choose from.
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Some acceptable, healthier alter-
natives to the items on the list
would include
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rganic yogurt Z whole mi

yogurt will sustain a growing
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are free of antibiotics , growth hor-
mones, synthetic food dyes and
high fructose corn syrup.

e Canned fruit in its own juice

e Unsweetened applesauce
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Congratulations to our fifth and sixth grade chorus, orchestra and band students
for a wonderful set of music concerts. Your practice shows. Bravo!
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AFTERSCHOOL AT WEST WOODS



