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2013 SUMMER READING LIST 

 

 

The purpose of our summer reading list is to give suggestions of books you may enjoy reading.  You 

are not required to read any particular title, but we do want you to read.  Most of the authors of 

the books listed below have written many other titles.  So, if these books are not available at the 

library or bookstore, try other books by the same author or in the series. 

 

 

Abbott, Tony  Underworlds: The Battle Begins 

Owen Brown, a fourth grader, watches his best friend Dana disappear through the floor of the school, and 

he sets out with Jon and Sydney to find her. 

 

Alvarez, Julia  How Tia Lola Came to Visit Stay 

   Although ten-year-old Miguel is at first embarrassed by his colorful aunt, Tia Lola, when she   

   comes to Vermont from the Dominican Republic to stay with his mother, his sister, and him   

   after his parents' divorce, he learns to love her. 

 

Anderson, Laurie Chains 

  Halse   After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the 

   Revolutionary War. 

 

Applegate,  The One and Only Ivan 

Katherine When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby 

elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides that he must find her a better life. (2013 Newbery) 

 

Avi  City of Orphans 

In 1893 New York, newsboy Maks, 13, teams up with Willa, a homeless girl, to clear his older sister Emma 

of charges that she stole from the new Waldorf Hotel, where she works. 

 

Baggott, Julianna The Prince of Fenway Park 

In the fall of 2004, twelve-year-old Oscar Egg is sent to live with his father in a strange netherworld under 

Boston's Fenway Park, where he joins the fairies, pooka, banshee, and other beings that are trapped there, 

waiting for someone to break the eighty-six-year-old curse that has prevented the Boston Red Sox from 

winning a World Series. 

 

Bartoletti, Susan The Boy Who Dared 

  Campbell  In October, 1942, a seventeen-year-old Helmuth Hubener, imprisoned for distribution anti-Nazi leaflets, 

   recalls his past life and how he came to dedicate himself to bring the truth about Hitler and the war to the 

   German people. 

 

Barton, Chris  The Day-Glo Brothers : the true story of Bob and Joe Switzer's   

   bright ideas and brand-new colors  

   Illustrations and easy-to-follow text describe how brothers Bob and Joe Switzer invented   

   fluorescent paint and colors; and explain how fluorescence works.  Biography 

 

Berger, Lee R. The Skull in the Rock: How a Scientist, a Boy, and Google Earth opened a 

new window on Human Origins 

Tells the story of how Professor Lee Berger and his nine-year-old son used Google Earth to find a new way 

to study the history of human evolution.  Nonfiction 

 

Berlin, Eric  Potato Chip Puzzles 

Winston and his friends enter an all-day puzzle contest to win fifty-thousand dollars for their school, but 

they must also figure out who is trying to keep them from winning. Puzzles for the reader to solve are 

included throughout the text. 

 

Bishop, Nic  Snakes 

Naturalist Nic Bishop provides an in-depth examination of snakes, featuring full-color images, and sharing 

details on the characteristics, habitats, and abilities of various species of reptiles.  Nonfiction 

 



Bruel, Nick  Happy Birthday Bad Kitty 

   Bad Kitty's birthday fun is disrupted when someone takes off with her parents and an unexpected guest 

   arrives for the party. 

 

Carbone, Eliza  Blood on the River : Jamestown 1607 

   Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the page to Captain John Smith, twelve-year-old orphan Samuel 

   Collier settles in the new colony of James Town, where he must quickly learn to distinguish between friend 

   and foe. 

 

Chin, Jason  Island: A Story of Galapagos 

A history of the Galapagos Island, describing how the island formed and animals came to inhabit it.  

Nonfiction 

 

Clements, Andrew No Talking    

 The noisy fifth grade boys of Laketon Elementary School challenge the equally loud fifth grade girls to a 

"no talking" contest. 

 

Cody, Matthew Powerless 

Soon after moving to Noble's Green, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Daniel learns that his new friends have 

super powers that they will lose when they turn thirteen, unless he can use his brain power to protect 

them. 

    

Colfer, Eoin  Eoin Colfer's legend of-- Spud Murphy 

When their mother starts dropping them off at the library several afternoons a week, nine-year-old William 

and his brother dread boredom and the overbearing librarian, but they are surprised at how things turn 

out. 

 

Collier, James  The Mark Twain You Never Knew 

   Presents a biography of American author Mark Twain, discussing his childhood and family, his work as a 

   printer's apprentice, a riverboat pilot, a prospector, and a journalist, and looking at how his experiences 

   provided him with inspiration to write his now classic novels.  Biography 

 

Dahl, Roald Charlie & the Chocolate Factory 

 Each of five children lucky enough to discover an entry ticket into Mr. Willy Wonka's mysterious chocolate 

factory takes advantage of the situation in his own way. 

 

Davies, Jacqueline The Bell Bandit 

 Jessie gets ready to celebrate the New Year at his grandmother's house, except things are different this year 

after the fire and his grandmother having to go to the hospital, but when the New Year's bell is stolen from 

atop Lovell Hill, Jessie wonders how they will manage to ring in the new year without it. 

 

Durgano, Julia Under the Mambo Moon 

 Contains poems about the different people who stop by Marisol’s father’s music store on a hot summer 

night, looking for just the right songs to make their hearts fly home. 

 

Flake, Sharon G. The Broken Bike Boy and the Queen of 33
rd
 Street 

 Ten-year-old Queen learns valuable life lessons about being a good friend when Leroy, a new kid in the 

neighborhood, comes to Queen's school. 

 

Florian, Douglas Poetrees 

 A collection of poetry and colorful drawings by American artisit Douglas Florian in which he explores the 

world of trees in a humorous and whimsical manner.  

  

Frazier, Sundee Brendan Buckley’s Universe and Everything In It. 

 Brendan Buckley, a biracial ten-year-old, applies his scientific problem-solving ability and newfound interest 

in rocks and minerals to connect with his white grandfather, the president of Puyallup Rock Club, and to 

learn why he and Brendan's mother are estranged. 

  

Frazier, Angie The Midnight Tunnel 

 In 1905, Suzanna is in training to be a well-mannered hostess at a Loch Harbor, New Brunswick, hotel, but 

her dream of being a detective gets a boost when a seven-year-old guest goes missing and Suzanna's uncle, 

a famous detective, comes to solve the case. 

 

 



Giff, Patricia Reilly Wild Girl 

 When twelve-year-old Lidie leaves Brazil to join her father and brother on a horse ranch in New York, she 

has a hard time adjusting to her changed circumstances, as does a new horse that has come to the ranch. 

 

Gifford, Peggy Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Stuart Little  

 With summer coming to an end, about-to-be-fourth-grader Moxy Maxwell does a hundred different things 

to avoid reading her assigned summer reading book. 

 

Goldberg, Enid Genghis Khan : 13
th
 Century Mongolian Tyrant  

 A Wicked History Series - A biography of thirteenth-century Mongolian leader, Genghis Khan that describes 

his life and ruthless destruction of cities, villages, and farms. Biography 

 

Gormley, Beatrice Barack Obama : Our 44
th
 President 

 Briefly describes the life and political career of Barack Obama, discussing his childhood, family, education, 

wife, work as a senator, and presidential campaign.  Biography 

 

Graff, Lisa Tangle of Knots 

In a slightly magical world where everyone has a talent, eleven-year-old Cady is an orphan with a 

phenomenal talent for cake baking. Fate has set her on a journey from the moment she was born and leads 

her to a mysterious address that houses a lost luggage emporium, an old recipe, a family of children 

searching for their own talents, and a Talent Thief who will alter her life forever.   

 

Gutman, Dan Jackie and Me: a baseball card adventure 

 With his ability to travel through time by using baseball cards, Joe goes back to 1947 to meet Jackie 

Robinson, turning into a black boy in the process. 

 

Hahn, Mary Closed for the Season 

  Downing When thirteen-year-old Logan and his family move into a run-down old house in rural Virginia, he 

discovers that a woman was murdered there and becomes involved with his neighbor Arthur in a 

dangerous investigation to try to uncover the killer. 

 

Hamilton, Bethany Soul Surfer 

 Bethany Hamilton shares the story of her lifelong love of surfing, and tells how she was able to recover 

and return to competition with the help of her family, friends, and faith, after losing her arm in a shark 

attack at the age of thirteen.  Biography 

 

Hendrix, John John Brown : His Fight for Freedom 

 Explores the life of nineteenth-century abolitionist John Brown and his dedication to freeing the slaves and 

ending slavery.  Biography 

 

Hiaasen, Carl Flush 

 With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey, must 

gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the protected waters 

around their Florida Keys home.   

 

Kehret, Peg Animals Welcome: A Life of Reading, Writing and Rescue 

 Author Peg Kehret shares her experiences living on a small wildlife sanctuary and provides facts about a 

variety of animals.  Nonfiction 

 

Klise, Kate Regarding the fountain : a tale, in letters, of liars and leaks 

 When the principal asks a fifth-grader to write a letter regarding the purchase of a new drinking fountain 

for their school, he finds that all sorts of chaos results. 

 

Korman, Gordon On the Run#1: Chasing the Falconers 

 Aiden and Meg Falconer must escape from a juvenile detention center in order to prove their parents 

innocent of charges which would put them in jail for life. 

 

Lai, Thannha Inside Out & Back Again 

 Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, 

and her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama.  Novel in Verse 

 

 

 

 



Lin, Grace Where the Mountain meets the Moon 

 Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish, and then joins a dragon who 

cannot fly on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing life to Fruitless Mountain and 

freshness to Jade River. 

 

Macy, Sue Bylines : A Photobiography of Nellie Bly 

 A photo-illustrated biography of American journalist, author, industrialist, and charity worker Nellie Bly.  

Photobiography Series by National Geographic.  Biography 

    

McMann, Lisa  The Unwanteds 

In a society that purges thirteen-year-olds who are creative, identical twins Aaron and Alex are separated, 

one to attend University while the other, supposedly Eliminated, finds himself in a wondrous place where 

youths hone their abilities and learn magic. 

 

Meloy, Colin Wildwood 

When her baby brother is kidnapped by crows, seventh-grader Prue ventures into the forbidden Impassable 

Wilderness finds herself involved in a war among the various inhabitants. Don’t let the cover discourage 

you from this outstanding title. 

 

Mikaelsen, Ben Rescue Josh McGuire 

   When thirteen-year-old Josh runs away to the mountains of Montana with an orphaned bear cub destined 

   for laboratory testing, they both must fight for their lives in a sudden snowstorm. 

 

National Geographic 125 True Stories of Amazing Animals 

  Kids "Meet a tiger that befriends a pig, a walrus that does sit-ups, a tree-climbing dog, a kayaking otter, and 

many more amazing animals. Packed with 125 heartwarming, hilarious, and inspiring animal anecdotes, 

these truth-is-stranger-than-fiction stories are paired with ... photos and loads of animal facts"-- Nonfiction 

 

O’Connor, Barbara The Small Adventures of Popeye and Elvis 

 In Fayette, South Carolina, Popeye's summer gets interesting when he meets Elvis and they discover why 

strange boats float down the creek. 

 

O’Connell, Caitlin The Elephant Scientist 

 A scientist studies elephants in the Namibia desert. Scientists in the Field series.  Nonfiction 

 

Osborne, Mary Tales from the Odyssey  

 Retells the part of Homer's "Odyssey." 

 

Patent, Dorothy Dogs on duty : soldiers' best friends on the battlefield and beyond 

 Hinshaw Explains the many ways that dogs are used in the military and how they are trained and cared for.  

Nonfiction 

 

Paulsen, Gary Lawn Boy 

 Things get out of hand for a twelve-year-old boy when a neighbor convinces him to expand his summer 

lawn mowing business.  

 

Peirce, Lincoln  Big Nate in a Class by Himself 

   Supremely confident middle school student Nate Wright manages to make getting detention from every 

   one of his teachers in the same day seem like an achievement.   

 

Phelan, Matt  Storm in the Barn 

   Eleven-year-old Jack Clark struggles with everyday obstacles while his family and community contend with 

   the challenges brought on by the Dust Bowl in 1937 Kansas. graphic 

 

Pinkney, Andrea  With the Might of Angels 

  Davis   In 1955 Virginia, twelve-year-old Dawnie Rae Johnson, a tomboy who excels at baseball and at her  

   studies, becomes the first African American student to attend the all-white Prettyman Coburn School,  

   turning her world upside down.  Includes historical notes about the period. 

 

Preller, James  Six Innings   

   Earl Grubb's Pool Supplies plays Northeast Gas & Electric in the Little League championship game, while 

   Sam, who has cancer and is in a wheelchair, has to call the play-by-play instead of participating in the  

   game. 

 



Preus, Margi  Heart of a Samurai 

   In 1841, rescued by an American whaler after a terrible shipwreck leaves him and his four companions  

   castaways on a remote island, fourteen-year-old Manjiro, who dreams of becoming a samurai, learns new 

   laws and customs as he becomes the first Japanese person to set foot in the United States 

  

Raczka, Bob  Guyku : a Year of Haiku for Boys 

   A collection of haiku poetry for boys that features poems about tree-climbing, kite-flying, and other related 

   topics. 

 

Rhatigan, Joe White House kids : the perks, pleasures, problems, and pratfalls of the Presidents' 

children 

 Discusses many of the Presidents' children that have been raised in the White House and discusses the 

benefits and problems for the children.  Nonfiction 

   

Rubin, Susan  Delicious : The Life & Art of Wayne Thiebaud 

   Chronicles the life and career of American painter Wayne Thiebaud, discussing his depictions of foods,  

   people, farms, cities, and other subjects. Biography 

 

Schmidt, Gary  Trouble    

   Fourteen-year-old Henry, wishing to honor his brother Franklin's dying wish, sets out to hike Maine's  

   Mount Katahdin with his best friend and dog, but fate adds another companion--the Cambodian refugee 

   accused of fatally injuring Franklin--and reveals troubles that predate the accident.  Challenging 

 

Selznick, Brian  Wonderstruck 

   Relates the stories of twelve-year-old Ben, who loses his mother and his hearing in a short time frame and   

   decides to leave his Minnesota home in 1977 to seek the father he has never know in New York City; and 

   Rose, who lives with her father but feel compelled to search for what is missing in her life.  Ben’s story is 

   told in words; Rose’s in pictures. 

 

Sidman, Joyce  Dark Emperor & Other Poems of the Night 

   A collection of poems that celebrates the wonder, mystery, and danger of the night and describes the many 

   things that hide in the dark. 

 

Silverstein, Shel Every Thing On It 

   Over 100 never-before-seen poems and illustrations by the beloved American artist pulled by his family 

   from his personal archives. 

 

Simon, Seymour Seymour Simon’s Extreme Earth Records 

Examines extreme weather conditions throughout the world, discussing the hottest, coldest, rainiest and 

driest places on Earth.  Nonfiction 

 

Singer, Marilyn Mirror Mirror : a Book of Reversible Verse 

   A collection of short poems which, when reversed, provide new perspectives on the fairy tale characters 

   they feature. 

 

Snicket, Lemony Who could That Be at this Hour? 

 Thirteen-year-old Lemony Snicket begins his apprenticeship with S. Theodora Markson of the secretive 

V.F.D. in the tiny dot of a town called Stain'd By The Sea, where he helps investigate the theft of a statue. 

 

Tarshis, Lauren Bombing of Pearl Harbor 1941 

 Eleven-year-old Danny Crane witnesses the bombing of Pearl Harbor and must find his way home in the 

midst of the terror, smoke, and chaos of the attack.  (I Survived series) 

 

Testa, Maria Becoming Joe DiMaggio 

 Joseph Paul grows up following the career of baseball great Joe DiMaggio and learning the rules of the 

game from his grandfather and dreaming of becoming a famous baseball player himself, and somehow 

healing his grandfather's broken heart.  Novel in Verse 

 

Tougas, Shelley Little Rock girl 1957 : how a photograph changed the fight for integration 

 Recounts the events surrounding the 1957 photograph taken by Will Counts that captured one of nine 

African-American students trying to enter an Arkansas high school while being taunted by an angry white 

mob and discusses how the photo brought the civil rights movement to the forefront of the nation's 

attention.  Nonfction 

 

 



Trumbauer, Lisa A Practical Guide to Dragons 

 Presents a practical guide to a variety of dragons through colorful illustrations and drawings.  Nonfiction 

 

Ursu, Anne Breadcrumbs 

 Hazel and Jack are best friends until an accident with a magical mirror and a run-in with a villainous queen 

leaves Hazel on her own at the threshold of an enchanted wood with hope to save Jack's life. 

 

Velázquez de León,  20 Soccer Superstars 

  Mauricio When one of the worlds most loved and highly-recognized soccer stars, David Beckham, moved to 

America, it created a new stir in our nations love of the sport. This book takes a look at todays greatest 

soccer players, and how they’re bound to become legends.  Collective Biography 

 

Williams-Garcia.  One Crazy Summer 

  Rita In the summer of 1968, after travelling to Oakland, California, to spend a month with their estranged 

mother, Delphine and her two younger sisters get a cold welcome as their mother makes them attend a 

Black Panther summer camp. 

 

Wright, Betty Ren Christina’s Ghost 

 Christina's summer in a spooky, isolated Victorian house with her grumpy uncle turns into a ghostly 

adventure. 


