
 

                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                     

 

Alborough, Jez Watch Out! Big Bro‟s Comin! (or other books by this author)  The 

jungle is aflutter when the news that rough, tough Big Bro is 

coming. 

 

Arnold, Tedd Fly Guy – Series   A boy named Buzz is so surprised that a fly 

knows his name, he adopts him as his new pet, Fly Guy!  Read all 

the adventures of this boy and his amazing pet. 

 

Arquette, Kerry What Did You Do Today?  This rhyming story asks the question 

“What Did You Do Today?” to a number of farm animals. 

 

Bell, Babs The Bridge Is Up!  First the bus, then the car, then the bike -- so 

begins the long line of different vehicles waiting to cross the 

bridge. What a traffic jam!  

 

Capucilli, Alyssa Satin Biscuit - Series  A little, yellow puppy always wants one more 

thing before he will go to sleep. 

 

Carle, Eric The Very Hungry Caterpillar (or other books by this author) 

Follows the progress of a hungry little caterpillar as he eats his way 

through a varied and very large quantity of food until, full at last, 

he forms a cocoon around himself and goes to sleep. 

 

Christelow, Eileen Five Little Monkeys – Series  The well-known antics of the five 

little monkeys are retold by Eileen Christelow. 

 

Clements, Andrew Big Al - and sequel  Shrimpy learns that even though he may be 

small, he can still make a big difference to his friend, Big Al. 

 

Crabtree, Marc Meet My Neighbor series. Books introducing young readers to the 

lives of different people in their neighborhood. In each book, 

children meet adults with various professions in an accessible, 

community-style setting. 

 

Cronin, Doreen Diary of a Worm (or other books by this author)  A young worm 

discovers, day by day, that there are some very good and some not 

so good things about being a worm in this great big world.  

 

 Entering Kindergarten/Grade 1 

Summer Reading List 



Daywalt, Drew The Day the Crayons Quit  When Duncan arrives at school one 

morning, he finds a stack of letters, one from each of his crayons, 

complaining about how he uses them. 

 

Ehlert, Lois Waiting for Wings (or other books by this author)  Simple text and 

bright pictures show how butterflies use flowers and identify 

several types of butterflies. 

 

Feiffer, Jules Bark, George  A dog named George seems to be unable to bark. 

 

Fisher, Doris Happy Birthday to Whooo?  An animal riddle book that describes 

a number of baby animals including elephants, lions, giraffes, blue 

whales, and seahorses. 

 

Fomento, Alison These Rocks Count (and other books by this author) Mr. Tate's 

class is about to learn there's more to rocks than being dirty lumps 

on the ground. On this field trip they're visiting the rocky ridge 

mountains to learn about rocks. At first the children think rocks 

will be boring, but they soon learn that rocks are all around us in 

ways we might not expect--such as glass and toothpaste. 

 

Gibbons, Gail Any non-fiction book by this author  These richly illustrated books 

bring to life a wide range of real world topics. 

 

Harper, Jessica A Place Called Kindergarten  Wondering why their friend Tommy 

has not come to the barn at his usual time, the animals become 

alarmed when the dog tells them that he has gone to a place called 

“Kindergarten”. 

 

Henkes, Kevin A Good Day  (or other books by this author)  A bird, a fox, a dog, 

and a squirrel overcome their problems to have a very good day. 

 

Jenkins, Steve Biggest, Strongest, Fastest (or other books by this author)  Presents 

14 animals that are record holders in such areas as size, strength, 

speed, and age. 

 

Kvasnosky, Laura Zelda and Ivy – Series  In three brief stories, Ivy, the younger of 

two fox sisters, goes along with her older sister‟s schemes, even 

when they seem a bit daring. 

 

Lester, Helen Hooway for Wodney Wat (or other books by this author)  All his 

classmates make fun of Rodney because he can‟t pronounce his 

name, but he becomes popular when he drives away the class 

bully. 

 

 



Lionni, Leo Swimmy (or other books by this author) Children learn how a little 

black fish in a school of red fish figures out a way of protecting 

them all from their natural enemies. 

 

London, Jonathan Froggy – Series  Follow along with Freddy as he goes to school, 

learns to play sports, and participates in many other activities in 

these wonderful read-aloud books. 

 

Martin, Jr., Bill Chicka Chicka – Series  Rhyming books that help children learn 

letters and numbers while enjoying a fun story at the same time. 

 

Mavor, Sally (illustrator)  Pocketful of Posies  A collection of classic nursery rhymes, 

accompanied by illustrations of scenes made from fabric and cloth.  

 

McMullan, Kate I Stink! - Series  A big city garbage truck makes its rounds, 

consuming everything from apple cores and banana peels to 

eftover ziti with zucchini. 

 

Na, Il Sung A Book of Sleep (or other books by this author)  While other 

animals sleep at night, some quietly and others noisily, some alone 

and others huddled together, a wide-eyed owl watches.  

 

Pinkney, Jerry The Tortoise and the Hare (and other books by this illustrator) 

Illustrations and minimal text relate the familiar fable of the race 

between a slow tortoise and a quick but foolish hare. 

 

Reynolds, Aaron Creepy Carrots!  Jasper Rabbit cannot resist pulling fat and crispy 

carrots from Crackenhopper Field to eat --until he begins hearing 

and seeing creepy carrots wherever he goes. 

 

Rosenthal, Amy Krouse Spoon (or other books by this author)  A small spoon, feeling 

rather envious of fork, knife, and chopsticks, gets a lot to think 

about when his mother reminds him of all the things he can do that 

they cannot.  

 

Rylant, Cynthia Poppleton – Series  Follow along with Poppleton, a good-natured 

little pig, as he experiences life‟s many adventures. 

 

Scieszka, Jon Pete‟s Party – Trucktown Series. A zany world of busy trucks with 

fun personalities and exciting adventures. 

 

Schmid, Paul   A Pet for Petunia (or other books by this author)  Petunia so  

    desperately wants a pet skunk that she refuses to believe her  

    parents when they say skunks stink.  

 



Seeger, Laura Vaccaro What If? (or other books by this author)  Imagine different 

scenarios of what could happen after a boy throws a beach ball into 

the ocean. 

  

Shannon, David Duck on a Bike (or other books by this author)  One day, Duck 

gets an idea:  “I bet I could ride a bike.”  He soon inspires all the 

other animals on the farm to ride bikes too. 

 

Slate, Joseph Miss Bindergarten – Series  Readers will delight in these stories 

about a very likeable kindergarten teacher and the many 

adventures and sometimes mishaps she experiences. 

 

Stein, David Ezra  Interrupting Chicken  Little Red Chicken wants Papa to read her a  

    bedtime story, but interrupts him almost as soon as he begins each  

    tale.  

 

Stoeke, Janet Minerva Louise – Series  Hilarious stories about a „happy go 

lucky‟ hen that is forever mistaking objects in the outside world for 

things she has seen on her farm. 

 

Taback, Simms There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly (or other books by 

this author)  Ever-expanding die-cut holes show exactly what is 

happening in the old lady‟s stomach as she swallows an assortment 

of creatures, beginning with a small fly, and ending with a fatal 

horse. 

 

Various Authors Stone Soup  A traditional tale in which a stone is used as a soup 

starter and the benefits of sharing are demonstrated. 

 

Various Illustrators The Little Red Hen  The little red hen finds none of her lazy 

friends willing to help her plant, harvest, or grind wheat into flour, 

but all are eager to eat the bread she makes from it. 

 

Van Leeuwen, Jean Amanda and Oliver – Series  Join siblings Amanda and Oliver, two 

young pigs, as they venture through life, learning the importance of 

friendship. 

 

Wells, Rosemary Max and Ruby – Series  Join ever-responsible Ruby and her 

younger brother Max as they bake a special cake for Grandma, 

shop for new clothes, and play together. 

 

Willems, Mo Don‟t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus (or other books by this author) 

A pigeon that longs to drive a bus sees a chance to make its dream 

come true when the bus driver takes a short break.  

 



Wilson, Karma Bear Snores On – Series  On a cold winter night many animals 

gather to have a party in a cave of a sleeping bear, who wakes up 

and protests that he has missed the food and the fun. 

 

Yolen, Jane How Do Dinosaurs Get Well Soon? – Series  This book uses 

humor and rhyme to describe what a young dinosaur should do in 

order to quickly get over being sick. 

 

 

Nonfiction 

Pebble Plus series Nonfiction titles (by various authors) include topics such as pets, cars, 

countries, maps, sports, and more. Each page of simple text is 

accompanied by a full page photograph. 

 

I Can Read 

Visit the I Can Read section of the Farmington Libraries to find great books for your new reader. 

Books with red dots are easiest, books with yellow dots are moderate, and books with green dots 

are for those readers who are “ready to go!” Ask at the children‟s information desk and a staff 

member will gladly help you choose a “just right” book. 


