
 

 

NONFICTION 
 

Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass: The Story Behind an 

American Friendship - Freedman, Russell - Even though these 

men led two different lives because of the color of their skin, Lin-

coln and Douglass had a lot in common.  They were both born into 

poverty, were self-taught, and had strong convictions about equality 

that helped to shape the history of the United States.   

 
Eruption - Rusch, Elizabeth - This book follows the lives and 

work of scientists as they study volcanoes.  These scientists have to 

travel to dangerous locations and anticipate volcanic activity in 

order to keep millions of people safe.   

 

Lionheart: A Journey of the Human Spirit - Martin, Jesse - Mar-

tin was 18-years-old when he became the youngest person to sail 
around the world in a sailboat in 1999.  In his memoir, he talks 

about his inspirations and the obstacles he overcame to follow his 

dream. 

 

Nazi Hunters - Bascomb, Neal - In this narrative, Israeli operatives 

hunt down Adolph Eichmann, a man responsible for the death of 

millions of Jews during the Holocaust, and force him to stand trial. 

 (2014 YALSA Nonfiction Award Winner) 

 

Never Give Up: My Stroke, My Recovery, and My Return to the 

NFL - Bruschi, Tedy - In 2005, Tedy Bruschi had a stroke that 

almost ended his career as an NFL linebacker.  After having heart 

surgery and overcoming many obstacles in his recovery, Bruschi’s 

persistence allowed him to return to the game in less than nine 

months.   

 

Skywalkers: Mohawk Ironworkers Build a City - Weitzman, 

David - Native Americans from the Mohawk tribe became builders 

of bridges and skyscrapers at the turn of the 20th century.  This 

narrative tells the story of their transition from unskilled laborers to 

experienced ironworkers who made the architectural dreams of their 

time period a reality.    
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The Accidental Genius of Weasel High - Detorie, Rick - Larkin, a 

14-year-old boy, wants nothing more than to become a professional 

filmmaker.  Unfortunately Larkin is pressed for time dodging the 

school bully, arguing with his older sister, and trying to get his best 

friend Brooke to look at him in a different light. (2013 Nutmeg 

Nominee) 

 
Endangered - Schrefer, Eliot - Every summer, Sophie leaves 

Florida to spend time with her mother, who lives at a bonobo sanc-

tuary in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  Yet when Sophie  is 

separated from her mother and a civil war breaks out in the country, 

she has to find a way to get home and save the life of the bonobo 

she loves. 

 
Double Dutch– Draper, Sharon - Eighth grader Delia is very 

excited to compete in a double dutch competition, but is terrified 

that mandatory state testing will reveal her secret and make her 

ineligible to compete: Delia cannot read.   

 

Little Women - Alcott, Louisa May - This novel tells the story of 

four sisters growing up during the mid-1800’s.  Just like girls today, 

the March sisters fall in love, face loss, and have difficulty deciding 
the path they should take in life. (1868 Classic) 

 

Peeled - Bauer, Joan - Hildy, a reporter for her high school paper, 

is assigned to investigate a death at a house that might be haunted. 

 When Hildy discovers the facts, she takes risks to make sure her 

school and community understand the truth. 

 
See You at Harry’s - Knowles, Johanna - Fern feels like her fami-

ly is disconnected from one another.  Each of her siblings are deal-

ing with their own unique issues and her parents are too busy run-

ning the family restaurant to notice.  Yet when a tragedy occurs, 

Fern’s family has to reconsider what is really important and how to 

move forward as a family.  (2015 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Smiles to Go - Spinelli, Jerry -  After walking in on his two friends 
in a lip lock, Will, a high school freshman, has to figure out how he 

feels about Mi-Su and if his friendship with B.T. can survive. 

Speaking of survival, he also has to decide if he can (or should) ride 

his skateboard down Dead Man’s Hill.   

 

Viola in Reel Life - Trigiani, Adriana - Viola’s parents are docu-

mentary filmmakers who are working on a film overseas; thus Viola 

has to be sent to a boarding school for her freshman year. 
 Navigating through new friendships and a new romance might be 

just what she needs to overcome her homesickness. (2012 Nutmeg 

Nominee) 
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Insignia - Kincaid, S.J. - Tom, a 14-year-old virtual reality gamer, 
 is recruited by the U.S. military to fight in World War III, which is 

being fought in space through the use of drones. (2015 Nutmeg 

Nominee) 

 

Rot and Ruin - Maberry, Jonathan - Benny has no interest in 

following in his brother’s footsteps and becoming a zombie hunter. 

Yet he learns there is more to the job than he imagined; Benny and 

his brother have to compete with other zombie hunters and an array 
of monsters to survive.  (2013 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Unwind - Shusterman, Neal - Connor, Risa, and Lev are all 

scheduled to be “unwound;” they are teens whose organs are going to 

be recycled to keep others alive.  But when they escape en route to an 

organ harvesting camp, the three need to decide what they want to do 

with their new lease on life. (2011 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 
Warrior Heir - Chima, Cinda Williams - Jack, 16, forgets to take 

his medicine one day and is overcome with superhuman strength. 

 This is because Jack is actually a Weir, a group of magical 

individuals.  The Weirs have their eyes on Jack to be their warrior in 

an upcoming tournament which will determine who rules the magical 

community. 

 

 

SPORTS FICTION 
 

Batboy - Lupica, Mike - Brian is excited to become a batboy for his 

home team, the Detroit Tigers.  He hopes that his summer job will 

allow him to connect to his idol and reconnect with his divorced dad, 

an ex-MLB pitcher. 

 

Dairy Queen - Murdock, Catherine Gilbert - 15-year-old D.J. took 

over the heavy lifting on her family’s dairy farm after her older 

brothers went to college and her father was injured in an accident. 

 She also is a football fan and decides that she would be an excellent 

candidate for her school’s team.  (2009 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Now is the Time for Running - Williams, Michael - Deo, 14, is 
playing a game of soccer when soldiers arrive in his village in 

Zimbabwe and destroy everything, including his mother’s life. 

 While he and his older brother flee to a refugee camp in South 

Africa, soccer is the only thing that keeps them sane as they fight for 

survival. (2014 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Slam - Myers, Walter Dean - 17-year-old Greg recently transferred 

to a new, more academically competitive magnet school for the arts 
in New York City.  He was the star of his old school’s basketball 

team and now he has to figure where he fits in and how he can shine. 

 (1997 Coretta Scott King Award Winner) 

 

The Running Dream - Van Draanen, Wendelin - Jessica, 16, has 

dreams of becoming a track star until she is in a car accident that 

causes her to lose her right leg.  Jessica has to find a way to live (and 
run again) despite the challenges of using a prosthesis.  (2013 

Nutmeg Nominee) 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
 

Between Shades of Gray - Sepetys, Ruta - Lina, 15, is living in 

Lithuania in 1941.  Her father is taken away by the Soviet police 

and the rest of her family is rounded up and transported to Siberia 

where they have to fight to survive.   

 

Hattie Big Sky - Larson, Kirby - Hattie, a 16-year-old orphan, has 

just learned that she has the opportunity to live on land left to her 
by her deceased uncle in Montana.  Eager for the opportunity to 

find a home, Hattie tries to make it on her own, but it is 1918 and 

World War I makes it difficult for her to know who she can trust in 

her new community. (2007 Newbery Honor) 

 

Iron Thunder: The Battle Between the Monitor and the 

Merrimac: A Civil War Novel - Avi - 13-year-old Tom has to 
support his family after his father is killed in the Civil War.  He 

finds a job working on an iron ship in New York City and 

Confederate spies see him as a target for information.  Tom has to 

decide if it is more important to aid his family or his country, and if 

he has faith in the ship he is helping construct.   

 

Okay for Now - Schmidt, Gary - It is 1968 and Doug’s family has 

recently moved to a new home, but they are hardly getting a fresh 
start.  One of Doug’s older brothers is quickly accused of stealing 

and the other has just returned from the Vietnam War without his 

legs.  Doug has to discover where he fits in with his family and his 

new community.  (2014 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Red Badge of Courage - Crane, Stephen - Henry is a young 

private in the Union Army, but when he faces battle, Henry flees 
the scene fearing for his life.  Can Henry find a way to redeem 

himself and survive the Civil War? (1894 Classic) 

 

The Rock and the River - Magoon, Kekla - Sam, 13, often attends 

nonviolent protests for civil rights in his hometown of Chicago, but 

then he witnesses the beating of a friend by the Chicago Police and 

he wonders if the Black Panthers have a better method for bringing 

about change. (2012 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Witness - Hesse, Karen -  In 1924, the Ku Klux Klan arrives in a 

small Vermont town.  Different narrators, including characters who 

are black, white, Christian, and Jewish, explain their unique 

perspectives through poetry.   

MYSTERY/SUSPENSE/ADVENTURE 
 

The Compound - Bodeen, S. A. - For the last 6 years, 15-year-old Eli 

and his family have been living in a bomb shelter after a nuclear attack. 

But now their food might be running out and Eli discovers an Internet 

signal that makes him wonder if life might exist outside. (2012 Nutmeg 

Nominee) 

 

I am the Cheese - Cormier, Robert - 14-year-old Adam Farmer is 
traveling from Massachusetts to Vermont to deliver a package to his 

father.  The answer to why he is delivering the package, his suspicious 

nature, and his true identity are revealed through flashbacks. (1977 

Classic) 

 

I’d Tell You I Love You But Then I’d Have to Kill You - Carter, Ally - 

15-year-old Cammie is a sophomore at a secret boarding school for 
spies, but then she meets a boy who is not destined to be a spy.  Is a new 

romance worth jeopardizing her secret identity? 

 

Picture Me Gone - Rosoff, Meg - Mila, a British middle schooler, and 

her father were supposed to come to America on vacation.  But now the 

trip has turned into a search for Mila dad’s best friend who abandoned 

his family. 

 
Navigating Early - Vanderpool, Clare - Jack, 13, is sent to a boarding 

school in Maine after his mother passes away.  He feels like an outsider 

until he meets Early, who convinces him to go on a quest on the 

Appalachian Trail in search of a black bear terrorizing the countryside. 

Will the two boys find the bear?  Or something else that they didn’t 

know they were looking for?  (2014 Printz Honor) 

 
Ripper -  Petrucha, Stefan - In this alternative history, Carver, a 14-

year-old orphan has the chance to apprentice a detective on the hunt for 

a serial killer in New York City in 1895.  As Carver searches for clues, 

he learns that the killer might be Jack the Ripper and that Jack might 

know something about the identity of his parents.    

 

Trash - Mulligan, Andy - Rafael, 14, and his friends have been picking 

through the trash since they were toddlers in hopes of finding valuables 
in an unnamed developing country.  Rafael has finally found something 

interesting.  Even though he does not quite understand the significance 

of the object, he won’t give it to the police (or anyone else) until he 

learns the truth. (2013 Nutmeg Nominee) 
 

FANTASY/SCIENCE FICTION 
 

Elsewhere - Zevin, Gabrielle - 15-year-old Liz dies in an accident and 

now resides in Elsewhere, an afterlife where people age backwards until 

their souls are born again. Liz desperately wants to stay connected to her 

family and friends and struggles to accept her new existence.    

 

Grimm Legacy - Shulman, Polly - Elizabeth, a high school student, is 
excited by her new job at a library which lends objects of historical 

significance.  She is particularly intrigued by the Grimm Collection, 

which lends magical items from fairy tales, until a thief begins stealing 

the objects and Elizabeth is the prime suspect. (2013 Nutmeg Nominee) 
         ...and two additional books. 

Visit the Farmington Public Library to check out these books! 


