
 

NONFICTION 
 

Bomb: The Race to Steal and Build the World’s Most Dangerous 

Weapon - Sheinkin, Steven - In 1938, a German chemist discov-

ered the power of splitting uranium atoms.  Immediately after, the 

world began a race to harvest this energy.  This is a story of science, 

spies, and the creation of the atomic bomb.  (2013 Newbery Honor 

& 2013 YALSA Nonfiction Award Winner) 

 
Courage Has No Color - Stone, Tanya Lee - The Triple Nickles 

were created in World War II as America’s first black paratrooper 

unit.  The men were eager to serve, but white serviceman were not 

as ready. (2014 YALSA Nonfiction Honor) 

 

The Mighty Mars Rovers: The Adventures of Spirit and Oppor-

tunity - Rusch, Elizabeth  - Spirit and Opportunity are the names of 
two robots who searched (or are searching) the surface of Mars. 

 This book is the story of their beginnings, their journey, and what 

they have revealed about the potential for life on the red planet. 

 

My Thirteenth Winter: A Memoir - Abeel, Samantha - In 7th 

grade, Abeel was diagnosed with dyscalculia, a math related learn-

ing disability.  She describes her anxiety when she realized her 

mind did not work like others and how she found the courage to 
persist amongst challenges. 

 

The President Has Been Shot - Swanson, James L. - This book 

profiles the lives of President John F. Kennedy and his assassin Lee 

Harvey Oswald in the days before the two had their tragic encoun-

ter. (2014 YALSA Nonfiction Honor) 

 
Red Scarf Girl - Jiang, Ji-li - Jiang was 12 years old when the 

Cultural Revolution began in China in 1966.  This is her memoir of 

the tough choices she had to make between her family and Mao’s 

Communist party.  
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SUMMER READING  

REALISTIC FICTION 
 

Bluefish - Schmatz, Pat - 13-year-old Travis begins a new school 

with a secret: he is a struggling reader.  Travis does not know if he 

should try to keep his secret hidden, or open up to a new friend, a 

girl named Velveeta, with secrets of her own. 

 

Define Normal - Peters, Julie Ann - Antonia, a straight A student, 

signs up to be a peer counselor for troubled teens and gets paired 
with Jazz, a rebel with an eyebrow ring and black lipstick.  Antonia 

wants to quit the program believing that her and Jazz have nothing 

in common, but the girls find out they have more in common than 

ever expected. 

 

I am a Genius of Unspeakable Evil and I Want to be Your Class 

President - Lieb, Josh - Oliver, 12, appears to be a regular boy, but 
is actually an evil genius trying to control the world.  When Oliver’s 

arch nemesis, his father, implies that he could never be elected as 

class president, Oliver decides to to run for office and finds this task 

harder than world domination. (2012 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

One for the Murphys - Hunt, Lynda Mullaly - Carley, 12, is 

placed in foster care after her stepfather’s abuse causes her mother 

to be hospitalized.  Carley misses her mother and is determined to 
be unhappy at the Murphy’s, but as time elapses she warms to the 

possibility of loving and being loved in her new environment. (2015 

Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Pieces of Georgia - Bryant, Jen - 13-year-old Georgia is an artist 

like her mother who passed away.  For her birthday she receives a 

year’s membership to an art museum from an anonymous donor.  
Who would surprise Georgia with such a gift?  Can Georgia handle 

what will be revealed through her art? (2010 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

The Secret Garden - Burnett,  Frances Hodgson- Mary is      

orphaned at the age of 10 and is forced to live with her grumpy 

uncle. Then one day Mary finds a key that unlocks a secret garden 

and secrets about her family. (1909 Classic) 

 
The Skin I’m In - Flake, Sharon - Maleeka is not thrilled to start 

7th grade, even though it will be a distraction from her mother who 

is mourning her father’s passing two years ago.  She is particularly 

not thrilled when the teasing starts again (about her clothing and the 

color of her skin) and a new teacher sees something in Maleeka that 

she doesn’t see in herself. (2000 Coretta Scott King Honor)    
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The House of the Scorpion - Farmer, Nancy - In Opium, a country 
that exists between Mexico and the United States where drugs are 

produced, clones are used not only for agricultural labor, but also for 

their organs.  Matt is the clone of El Patron, Opium’s 142 year leader, 

whose life might dramatically change as El Patron nears his death. 

(2003 Printz & Newbery Honor) 

 

Michael Vey: The Prisoner of Cell 25 - Evans, Richard Paul - 14- 

year-old Michael is surprised to learn that he is not the only one with 
special powers.  Yet when he and his new friend Taylor, who also 

shares electrical talents, try to investigate how they became this way, 

they attract the attention of criminal masterminds with plans of their 

own.  (2014 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 
Princess of the Midnight Ball - George, Jessica Day - A retelling of 

the Brother’s Grimm tale called “Twelve Dancing Princesses,”  Rose 
and her 11 sisters are cursed to dance all night.  Perhaps Galen, a 

former soldier and the castle gardener, will be able to find a way to 

break the magic spell. (2012 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Wolf Brother - Paver, Michelle - Torak, 12, vows to avenge his 

father’s death after he witnesses a demonic bear attack his father.  He 

teams up with an orphaned wolf cub who aids him on his quest. 

 (2009 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

 
SPORTS FICTION 

 
Baseball Great - Green, Tim - 12-year-old Josh loves playing 

baseball on his middle school’s team and is a frustrated when his 

father, who was just kicked off a minor league team, makes him try 

out for a more competitive travel team instead.  Things get more 

complicated when Josh learns that the coach of his new team is 

willing to take dangerous risks to make sure his team stays on top. 

 
Boost - Mackel, Kathy - Savvy, 13, loves basketball and is thrilled 

to be chosen to play on an 18 and under team at such a young age. 

 Dedicated, she practices relentlessly.  But when steroids turn up in 

her locker during a big game, people start to question her innocence 

and her talent.   

 

The Boy who Saved Baseball - Ritter, John H. - Tom is a baseball 

player who lacks confidence in his own abilities.  However, Tom will 
have to step it up; he made a wager that his team will win a baseball 

game against the neighboring town or their baseball field will be 

destroyed by developers. 

 

The League - Heldring, Thatcher - Wyatt wants to reinvent himself 

during the summer before he starts high school so he asks his parents 

to play football instead of attending golf camp.  Thinking he is too 
small, his parents deny his request.  Then his brother offers him an 

opportunity to play in a secret full contact football league as long he 

keeps it a secret from their parents.   

 

 

Travel Team - Lupica, Mike - Danny is crushed when he doesn’t 
make the 7th grade travel basketball team despite being dedicated, 

quick, and skilled at the game.  His father, an ex-NBA player, 

offers to coach others who were cut, but his unreliability challenges 

the team’s potential success.  

 
HISTORICAL FICTION 

 
City of Orphans - Avi - 13-year-old Maks, the son of Danish 

immigrants, is struggling to help his family survive in New York 
City in 1893.  His sister is imprisoned for a crime she did not 

commit, and Maks and Willa, an orphan his family takes in, have to 

solve the mystery to prove his sister’s innocence. (2014 Nutmeg 

Nominee)  

 

Evolution of Calpurnia Tate - Kelly, Jacqueline - Calpurnia is 

growing up in Texas in 1899 in a family with 6 brothers.  Her 
mother is incredibly focused on her becoming a proper lady even 

though Callie would rather spend time with her grandfather 

examining the natural world.  Throughout this novel Callie 

discovers who she wants to be, in spite of the limits her gender 

places on her. (2010 Newbery Honor) 

 

A Long Walk to Water - Park, Linda Sue - In 1985, Salva has to 

run from danger (and his family) after his village in Sudan is 
attacked by an enemy tribe.  Nya, a member of the opposing tribe 

in 2008, walks over two hours twice a day to get water for her 

family.  Nya and Salva’s stories eventually connect in this story of 

survival.  (2013 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Under the Persimmon Tree - Staples, Suzanne Fisher - In 

October 2001, Najmah, an Afghan girl separated from her family, 

decides to flee to Pakistan to find safety. At the same time, Nusrat, 
who runs a school at a refugee camp in Pakistan, waits for her 

husband to return from Afghanistan where he is working as a 

medic. Both are missing their families and their homes when they 

find hope in each other. 

 

War Horse - Morpurgo, Michael - Joey, a horse living in England 

in 1914, is sold to the army during World War I.  Joey wonders if 
he will survive the war, and if he does, if he will ever see his 

master, a farm boy named Albert, again.   

 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963: A Novel - Curtis, 

Christopher Paul - This book is about the weird Watsons, a family 

full of funny characters who live in Michigan in 1963.  The life of 

Kenny, the narrator, changes drastically when his family takes a 

trip to Alabama to visit his grandmother and he experiences the 
civil rights movement first hand. (1996 Coretta Scott King Honor) 

MYSTERY/SUSPENSE/ADVENTURE 
 
Case of the Missing Marquess: An Enola Holmes Mystery - Springer, 

Nancy - Enola Holmes, Sherlock’s younger sister, is determined to 

solve a mystery before him.  Unfortunately, she gets her chance when 

her mother disappears on her 14th birthday.  (2009 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 
Closed for the Season - Hahn, Mary Downing - Soon after 13-year-old 

Logan moves into a new home, he learns from his neighbor, Arthur, that 

the previous owner of the home was murdered.  The two boys try to 

solve the mystery by searching for clues in the house and in an 

abandoned amusement park. (2014 Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Don’t Turn Around - Gagnon, Michelle - Noa is an orphan who uses 

her hacker abilities to live independently.  Peter is also a hacker who has 
just discovered his parents are involved in something that might be 

dangerous.  These two 16-year-olds meet when Noa wakes up in the 

hospital with no recollection of the last 3 weeks of her life.  (2015 

Nutmeg Nominee) 

 

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life - Mass, Wendy - In the month 

before his 13th birthday, Jeremy receives a gift from his father who died 
5 years ago: a box (with four locks) that claims to contain the meaning 

of life.  Jeremy and his best friend Lizzie go on a quest in search of the 

missing keys and, of course, the meaning of life. 

 

The Raft - Bodeen, S.A. - Robie, 15, is in a small cargo plane over the 

Pacific Ocean when a storm hits and the aircraft goes down.  Robie has 

only a raft, a bag of Skittles, and the desire to stay alive. (2015 Nutmeg 

Nominee) 

 

Stormbreaker - Horowitz, Anthony - After Alex’s uncle (and guardian) 

dies in an accident, the British government recruits the 14-year-old to 

take his place as a spy.  Can Alex solve the mystery surrounding his 

uncle's death and save the world? 

 

White Fang - London, Jack - Told mostly from the perspective of a 
half wolf/half dog living in Canada at the end of the 1800’s, this is a 

story of self discovery for both animals and people. (1906 Classic)   

 

 

FANTASY/SCIENCE FICTION 

 
The Alchemyst - Scott, Michael - Two armed men steal an ancient book 

from the bookshop where Josh, 15, works.  Fortunately, Josh was able to 

remove two pages of the book in the struggle, preventing the criminals 

from accessing the magic in the book.  Josh, his twin sister Sophie, and 

his boss, the 14th century alchemist Nicholas Flamel, have to protect the 

pages at all costs.  

 
The Angel Experiment - Patterson, James - Max, 14, and her friends 

are the result of a science experiment where bird and human DNA are 

mixed.  They escape and the scientists are desperate to capture them to 

hide the results of their experimentation.          ...and two additional books. 

Visit the Farmington Public Library 
to check out these books! 


