
Welcome to Farmington High School! 
 

 
 

Summer Reading for English 100 and English 100H, 20152016 
 

You must read at least ONE book over the summer. You may choose a book from the following list, or 
choose a book of your own liking that is of appropriate readability for grade nine. As you read, consider the 
two course essential questions below. Be prepared to speak and write about the text(s) when you come to 
FHS in the fall.   
 
If you are enrolled in English 100 Honors, you must also read Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck and 
complete the assignment on the last page of this packet before school starts.  
 

Essential Questions for English 100 and English 100H:   
● How do authors / writers convey meaning? 
● How do writers use their craft to educate, inspire, and enlighten others? 

 
Action/Adventure/Survival: 
 

Ashfall (Ashfall Trilogy) - Mike Mullin 
After the eruption of the Yellowstone supervolcano destroys his city and its surroundings, fifteen-year-old Alex must journey from 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, to Illinois to find his parents and sister, trying to survive in a transformed landscape and a new society in which all 
the old rules of living have vanished. 
 

In Darkness - Nick Lake 
In the aftermath of the Haitian earthquake, Shorty, a poor, fifteen-year-old gang member from the slums of Site Soleil, is trapped in 
the rubble of a hospital and as he grows weaker, he has visions and memories of his life of violence, his lost twin sister, and of 
Toussaint L'Ouverture, who liberated Haiti from French rule in 1804. 
 

The Living - Matt de la Pena 
After an earthquake destroys California and a tsunami wrecks the luxury cruise ship where he is a summer employee, high schooler 
Shy confronts another deadly surprise. 
 

Classics: 
 

Animal Farm - George Orwell  
Animal Farm is the most famous by far of all twentieth-century political allegories. Its account of a group of barnyard animals who 
revolt against their vicious human master, only to submit to a tyranny erected by their own kind, can fairly be said to have become a 
universal drama. Orwell is one of the very few modern satirists comparable to Jonathan Swift in power, artistry, and moral 
authority; in animal farm his spare prose and the logic of his dark comedy brilliantly highlight his stark message. 
 

The Diary of a Young Girl - Anne Frank 
Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne Frank's remarkable diary has since become a world 
classic—a powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the human spirit. In 1942, with Nazis occupying 
Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, 
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until their whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, they and another family lived cloistered in the "Secret Annex" of an old 
office building. Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, 
and the ever-present threat of discovery and death. In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her experiences during 
this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and amusing, her account offers a fascinating commentary on human courage and frailty 
and a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose promise was tragically cut short. 
 

The Fellowship of the Ring - J.R.R. Tolkien 
The dark, fearsome Ringwraiths are searching for a Hobbit. Frodo Baggins knows that they are seeking him and the Ring he 
bears—the Ring of Power that will enable evil Sauron to destroy all that is good in Middle-earth. Now it is up to Frodo and his 
faithful servant, Sam, with a small band of companions, to carry the Ring to the one place it can be destroyed: Mount Doom, in the 
very center of Sauron’s realm. 
 

Les Miserables - Victor Hugo 
Introducing one of the most famous characters in literature, Jean Valjean—the noble peasant imprisoned for stealing a loaf of 
bread—Les Misérables ranks among the greatest novels of all time. In it, Victor Hugo takes readers deep into the Parisian 
underworld, immerses them in a battle between good and evil, and carries them to the barricades during the uprising of 1832 with a 
breathtaking realism that is unsurpassed in modern prose. Within his dramatic story are themes that capture the intellect and the 
emotions: crime and punishment, the relentless persecution of Valjean by Inspector Javert, the desperation of the prostitute 
Fantine, the amorality of the rogue Thénardier, and the universal desire to escape the prisons of our own minds. Les Misérables 
gave Victor Hugo a canvas upon which he portrayed his criticism of the French political and judicial systems, but the portrait that 
resulted is larger than life, epic in scope—an extravagant spectacle that dazzles the senses even as it touches the heart. 
 

Little Women - Louisa May Alcott 
Grown-up Meg, tomboyish Jo, timid Beth, and precocious Amy. The four March sisters couldn't be more different. But with their 
father away at war, and their mother working to support the family, they have to rely on one another. Whether they're putting on a 
play, forming a secret society, or celebrating Christmas, there's one thing they can't help wondering: Will Father return home 
safely? 
 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream - William Shakespeare 
Magic, love spells, and an enchanted wood provide the materials for one of Shakespeare’s most delightful comedies. When four 
young lovers, fleeing the Athenian law and their own mismatched rivalries, take to the forest of Athens, their lives become 
entangled with a feud between the King and Queen of the Fairies. Some Athenian tradesmen, rehearsing a play for the forthcoming 
wedding of Duke Theseus and his bride, Hippolyta, unintentionally add to the hilarity. The result is a marvelous mix-up of desire and 
enchantment, merriment and farce, all touched by Shakespeare’s inimitable vision of the intriguing relationship between art and 
life, dreams and the waking world. 
 

The Old Man and the Sea - Ernest Hemingway 
The Old Man and the Sea is one of Hemingway's most enduring works. Told in language of great simplicity and power, it is the story 
of an old Cuban fisherman, down on his luck, and his supreme ordeal -- a relentless, agonizing battle with a giant marlin far out in 
the Gulf Stream. Here Hemingway recasts, in strikingly contemporary style, the classic theme of courage in the face of defeat, of 
personal triumph won from loss. Written in 1952, this hugely successful novella confirmed his power and presence in the literary 
world and played a large part in his winning the 1954 Nobel Prize for Literature. 
 

A Separate Peace - John Knowles 
An American classic and great bestseller for over thirty years, A Separate Peace is timeless in its description of adolescence during a 
period when the entire country was losing its innocence to the second world war. Set at a boys’ boarding school in New England 
during the early years of World War II, A Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous parable of the dark side of adolescence. Gene 
is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What happens between the two friends one 
summer, like the war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys and their world. 
 

A Tree Grows In Brooklyn - Betty Smith 
The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
is a poignant and moving tale filled with compassion and cruelty, laughter and heartache, crowded with life and people and 
incident. The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie Nolan and her bittersweet formative years in the slums of Williamsburg 
has enchanted and inspired millions of readers for more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and 
uplifting, the daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans are raw with honesty and tenderly threaded with family connectedness 
-- in a work of literary art that brilliantly captures a unique time and place as well as incredibly rich moments of universal 
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experience. 
 

Culture: 
 

Bamboo People - Mitali Perkins 
Two Burmese boys, one a Karenni refugee and the other the son of an imprisoned Burmese doctor, meet in the jungle and in order 
to survive they must learn to trust each other. 
 

Never Fall Down - Patricia McCormick 
When soldiers arrive in his hometown in Cambodia, Arn Chorn Pond is separated from his family and sent to a labor camp, where he 
works in the rice paddies until he volunteers to learn to play an instrument--a decision that both saves his life and lands him in 
battle.  
 

This Thing Called The Future - J.L. Powers 
Fourteen-year-old Khosi's mother wants her to get an education to break out of their South African shantytown, although she 
herself is wasting away from an untreated illness, while Khosi's grandmother, Gogo, seeks help from a traditional Zulu healer. 
 

Fantasy/Paranormal: 
 

City of Bones (The Mortal Instruments, Book 1) - Cassandra Clare  
Suddenly able to see demons and the Darkhunters who are dedicated to returning them to their own dimension, fifteen-year-old 
Clary Fray is drawn into this bizarre world when her mother disappears and Clary herself is almost killed by a monster.  
 

Daughter of Smoke & Bone - Laini Taylor 
Karou has secrets. Secrets she cannot tell her fellow art students in Prague. Secrets so marvelous that even she will not believe the 
truth behind them. This enchanting novel explores identity and love.  
 

Half Bad - Sally Green 
In modern-day England, witches live alongside humans: White witches, who are good; Black witches, who are evil; and 
sixteen-year-old Nathan, who is both. Nathan's father is the world's most powerful and cruel Black witch, and his mother is dead. He 
is hunted from all sides. Trapped in a cage, beaten and handcuffed, Nathan must escape before his seventeenth birthday, at which 
point he will receive three gifts from his father and come into his own as a witch—or else he will die. 
 

Historical Fiction: 
 

Code Name Verity - Elizabeth Wein 
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great 
courage as she relates what she must to survive while keeping secret all that she can.  
 

Distant Waves:  A Novel of the Titanic - Susanne Weyn 
In the early twentieth century, four sisters and their widowed mother, a famed spiritualist, travel from New York to London, and as 
the Titanic conveys them and their acquaintances, journalist W.T. Stead, scientist Nikola Tesla, and industrialist John Jacob Astor, 
home, Tesla's inventions will either doom or save them all. 
 

Out of the Easy - Ruta Sepetys  
It's 1950, and as the French Quarter of New Orleans simmers with secrets, seventeen-year-old Josie Moraine is silently stirring a pot 
of her own. Known among locals as the daughter of a brothel prostitute, Josie wants more out of life than the Big Easy has to offer. 
She devises a plan get out, but a mysterious death in the Quarter leaves Josie tangled in an investigation that will challenge her 
allegiance to her mother, her conscience, and Willie Woodley, the brusque madam on Conti Street. 
 

Memoir / Autobiography / Non-Fiction: 
 

Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-Year-Old GI: - Ryan Smithson  
Ryan Smithson joined the Army Reserve when he was just out of high school. At age nineteen he was deployed to Iraq. His year in 
combat changed his life. This is his story. It will change the way you feel about what it means to be an American. 
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Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different - Karen Blumenthal 
Chronicles the life and accomplishments of Apple mogul Steve Jobs, discussing his ideas, and describing how he has influenced life in 
the twenty-first century.  
 

Pure Grit: How American World War II Nurses Survived Battle and Prison Camp in the Pacific - Mary Cronk Farrell 
In the early 1940s, young women enlisted for peacetime duty as U.S. Army nurses. But when the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 
1941 blasted the United States into World War II, 101 American Army and Navy nurses serving in the Philippines were suddenly 
treating wounded and dying soldiers while bombs exploded all around them. 
 

Mystery/Thriller: 
 

The Naturals - Jennifer Lynn Barnes  
Seventeen-year-old Cassie, who has a natural ability to read people, joins an elite group of criminal profilers at the FBI in order to 
help solve cold cases. 
 

Shine - Lauren Myracle 
Patrick Truman has been beaten and left for dead at the convenience store where he works. Cat used to be his best friend, and the 
shame she feels for having dropped him propels her to find out just what happened. 
 

Ten - Gretchen McNeil 
Ten teens head to a house party at a remote island mansion off the Washington coast only for them to be picked off by a killer one 
by one. 
 

Poetry / Novels in Verse: 
 

The Crossover -  Kwame Alexander 
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the court as their father ignores his 
declining health. 
 

Silver People : Voices from the Panama Canal - Margarita Engle  
Fourteen-year-old Mateo and other Caribbean islanders face discrimination, segregation, and harsh working conditions when 
American recruiters lure them to the Panamanian rain forest in 1906 to build the great canal.  
 

Tilt - Ellen Hopkins 
Three teens, connected by their parents' bad choices, tell in their own voices of their lives and loves as Shane finds his first 
boyfriend, Mikayla discovers that love can be pushed too far, and Harley loses herself in her quest for new experiences. 
 

Sports: 
 

Foul Trouble - John Feinstein 
College recruiters are clambering to sign up Terrell Jamerson, the #1 high school basketball player in the country. But not all of these 
recruiters are straight shooters, and Terrell will have to think fast if he wants to stay in the game. 
 

Out of Nowhere - Maria Padian 
Performing community service for pulling a stupid prank against a rival high school, soccer star Tom tutors a Somali refugee with 
soccer dreams of his own. 
 

Stupid Fast - Geoff Herbach 
Just before his sixteenth birthday, Felton Reinstein has a sudden growth spurt that turns him from a small, jumpy, picked-on boy 
with the nickname of "Squirrel Nut" to a powerful athlete, leading to new friends, his first love, and the courage to confront his 
family's past and current problems. 
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Realistic Fiction: 
 

Everybody Sees the Ants - A.S. King 
When a teenager prefers to spend his time inside his grandfather’s nightmarish dreams of the POW camps in Vietnam rather than 
face the reality of his life, you know he has it rough.  It’s only when Lucky Linderman realizes that nobody’s life is perfect that he can 
(maybe) find the strength to, well, live. 
 

Graffiti Moon - Cath Crowley 
Told in alternating voices, an all-night adventure featuring Lucy, who is determined to find an elusive graffiti artist named Shadow, 
and Ed, the last person Lucy wants to spend time with except for the fact that he may know how to find Shadow.  
 

The Lucy Variations - Sarah Zarr 
Lucy Beck-Moreau once had a promising future as a concert pianist. Now, at sixteen, it's over. A death, and a betrayal, led her to 
walk away. But without music in her life, Lucy's not sure who she is, or who she wants to be. Then she meets Will, her brother's new 
piano teacher, who is young, kind, and interested in helping Lucy find her way back to piano - not for an audience, but on her own 
terms. 
 

Somebody Up There Hates You - Hollis Seamon 
Dying of cancer in a hospice, seventeen-year-old prankster Richard has big plans for his final days.  
 

Romance: 
 

The Here and Now - Ann Brashares 
Seventeen-year-old Prenna James immigrated to New York when she was twelve. Except Prenna didn't come from a different 
country. She came from a different time--a future where a mosquito-borne illness has mutated into a pandemic, killing millions and 
leaving the world in ruins.  Prenna and the others who escaped to the present day must follow a strict set of rules: never reveal 
where they're from, never interfere with history, and never, ever be intimate with anyone outside their community. Prenna does as 
she's told, believing she can help prevent the plague that will one day ravage the earth. But everything changes when Prenna falls 
for Ethan Jarves. 
 

The Moon and More - Sarah Dessen 
During her last summer at home before leaving for college, Emaline begins a whirlwind romance with Theo, an assistant 
documentary filmmaker who is in town to make a movie. 
 

The Summer I Turned Pretty - Jenny Han 
Belly's never been the kind of girl that things happen to. Year after year, she's spent her summers at the beach house with Conrad 
and Jeremiah. The boys never noticed Belly noticing them. And every summer she hoped it would be different. This time, it was. But 
the summer Belly turned pretty was the summer that changed everything. For better, and for worse. 
 

Science Fiction: 
 

Proxy - Alex London 
Privileged teenager Sid has a proxy, Knox, who receives punishment for Syd's wrongdoings. When Syd kills one of his friends in a car 
crash, it is Knox who is sentenced to death. When the two boys realize they must work together to beat the system, they flee 
looking for answers.  
 

Quarantine: The Loners – Thomas Lex 
When a virus deadly to adults infects their high school, brothers David and Will and the other students soon break into gangs that 
fight each other for survival and the hope of escaping their quarantine.  
 

Red Queen - Victoria Aveyard 
In a world divided by blood--those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman 
abilities--seventeen-year-old Mare, a Red, discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her 
to play the role of a lost Silver princess and betroths her to one of his own sons. But Mare risks everything and uses her new position 
to help the Scarlet Guard--a growing Red rebellion--even as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. 
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To students taking English 100 Honors: 
IN ADDITION to choosing your own book for the assignment above, 
you must also complete the following: 
 
 
English 100H—Summer Reading Assignment 

Of Mice and Men—Typed Notes 
 
For your summer reading you will be completing a formal note journal for Of Mice and Men.  Your notes 
should include relevant quotations, textual support, and your own thinking. Take notes on the following 
topics: 
 
1. CharactersLennie, George, Slim, Curley, Curley’s wife, Candy, Carlson and Crooks 

  
Pay attention to physical traits as well as personality traits. Make note of characters’ behaviors and flaws, 
motivations and interactions with others. 

 
2.  MotifsA motif is an idea, object, or image that recurs in literature. 

  
Make note of the following motifs, where they occur and how they each contribute to the meaning of the 
text. 
 
Light and shadow 
River bank 
Animal images 
Friendship 
American Dream 
Loneliness/Isolation 
Gender roles 
Compassion/Empathy 
Belonging 
Meaning of home 
 
 



  

 


