
Summer Work - Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
 

The AP English Language and Composition course focuses primarily on the development of critical thinking skills 

and machinery of thought.  As a foundation for this course we must develop an awareness of how we think, how 

we learn, and how the contexts surrounding our thinking and learning shape us.  Our guiding philosophy is akin 

to the old cliche that you can “lead a horse to water, but you cannot make her drink” in that your experience is 

defined by your investment and willingness to mindfully approach your work in this class.  To facilitate these 

goals, you are being asked to recognize that you are inherently thirstier than you realize; you are being asked to 

acknowledge your thirst and drink up.  
 

Required Summer Reading and Writing 
 
Writing Task: 
After carefully reading and considering the following texts, craft a written statement defining your own 
philosophy of education.   Address/evaluate the purpose of education and examine what role you play in 
achieving this larger purpose.  

 

Required texts: 
Full Book: 

1. The Autobiography of Malcolm X, by Malcolm X and Alex Haley  

 

Articles: 

2. “The Case Against Grades,” by Alfie Kohn 

3. “I Know Why the Caged Bird Cannot Read,” by Francine Prose  

4. “Against School,” by John Taylor Gatto  

5. “Why Johnny Can’t Fail,” by Jerry Jesness  

6. “This Is Water” - Kenyon College Address, by David Foster Wallace   

 

Please feel free to supplement these texts with any others that you feel are relevant or interesting.  Or feel free 

to peruse a couple of other texts we have found interesting, such as The Smartest Kids in the World, by Amanda 

Ripley, or Mark Slouka’s article, “Dehumanized” from Harper’s Magazine.  

 

In addition to reading these required texts, you should: 

1) take notes on how each text explores the broad topic of education  

2) clarify your thoughts about these texts in relation to your own thinking about the purpose and  

meaning of your education.  

 

We strongly encourage you to use a composition notebook to record your thoughts and reflections on the texts 

as you read through them.  We expect you to be able to engage in thoughtful conversation about these pieces 

when you begin the course in August, therefore, your interactions with the text are vital.  Thorough annotations, 

marking of key passages, reflections, etc. will help you more fully prepare for these discussions. 

 

 

This task is your first opportunity to truly invest in this portion of your education.  Please allow yourself 

enough time to thoughtfully complete this work.  
 

http://www.alfiekohn.org/article/case-grades/
http://lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/2376/I%20know%20why%20the%20caged%20bird%20cannot%20read.pdf
http://www.wesjones.com/gatto1.htm
http://www.hoover.org/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/0817928723_132.pdf
http://www.metastatic.org/text/This%20is%20Water.pdf
http://harpers.org/archive/2009/09/dehumanized/1/

