
Live the Adventure 
 

 

Rosoff,  Meg  

How I Live Now  

Daisy was sent to England to live with her relatives, but her father had no way of 

knowing that war would sweep over Europe, leaving Daisy alone with her cousins and no 

adults to help them. 

 

 

Framer, Nancy  

A Girl Named Disaster  

While fleeing from Mozambique to Zimbabwe to escape an unwanted marriage, Nhamo, 

an eleven-year-old Shona girl, struggles to escape drowning and starvation and in so 

doing comes close to the luminous world of the African spirits. 

 

 

White, Robb  

Deadwatch  

Needing money for school, a college boy accepts a job as guide  

on a desert hunting trip and nearly loses his life. 

 

 

 

Brown, Dan  

Angels & Demons  

World-renowned Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon is summoned to a Swiss research 

facility to analyze a mysterious symbol seared into the chest of a murder victim, where he 

discovers evidence of the resurgence of an ancient brotherhood with a vendetta against the 

Catholic Church. 

 

 

Hearn, Lian  

Across the Nightingale 

In ancient Japan, Takeo, a sixteen-year-old saved from a massacre by the mysterious 

Lord Otori, struggles to reconcile his dual nature--the one given him by the Hidden, the 

pacifist people among whom he was born and raised, and the one inherited from his 

father, a celebrated assassin. 

 

Biography 
 

 

Armstrong,  Lance  

It's Not about the Bike: My journey back to life 

The unbelievable story of Lance Armstrong's battle against cancer and his first of six 

victories in the Tour de France. 

 

 

 

Gantos,  Jack  

Hole in My Life 

This successful author struggled as a teen and spent time in jail for running drugs; 

serving time gave Gantos a determination to make something of himself and helped to 

focus on his love for writing. 
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McBride,  James  

The Color of Water: A black man's tribute to his white mother 

McBride describes growing up in an all-black Brooklyn housing project, one of twelve 

children of a white mother and a black father. 

 

 

Myers,  Walter Dean 

Bad Boy: A memoir 

In his Harlem neighborhood, reading wasn't cool so Myers secretly satisfied his love for 

reading and writing. Years later, Myers remembered a teacher's advice to never give 

up on his writing no matter what. 

 

 

 

Runyon,  Brent  

The Burn Journals 

After school one day, Brent attempted suicide by setting himself on fire and is saved 

when his brother calls 911. With 85% of his body covered in burns, it is a long and 

painful recovery. 

 

 

 

Satrapi,  Marjane  

Persepolis 

When the Shah of Iran is overthrown, Marjane's parents are at first pleased with the 

new government until it becomes more and more restrictive and their family and 

friends become targets. 

 

 

Thompson,  Craig  

Blankets 

Drawing and his brother's friendship keep Craig sane during an often lonely childhood 

filled with strict parents. 

 

 

 

 

Zailckas,  Koren  

Smashed: Story of a drunken girlhood 

Koren's drinking began in junior high and it took many alcohol-fueled mistakes to realize 

her drinking had gone too far. 

 

 

 

 

Jiang,  Ji-li  

Red Scarf Girl: A memoir of the Cultural Revolution 

A highly successful student, Ji-Li's life begins to unravel during the Cultural Revolution 

when her family wants her to turn down a chance to be trained by the Chinese 

government as a gymnast. 

 
 

 
 
Fantasy 
 



 

 

Black,  Holly  

Tithe: A Modern Faerie Tale 

From the time she was a little girl, faeries visited Kaye who thought she was never part 

of their world, until now.... 

 

 

 

Bray,  Libba  

A Great and Terrible Beauty 

After her mother dies, 16-year-old Gemma is sent to a finishing school in Victorian 

England. There, she and her new friends learn how to enter a magical world filled with 

deadly secrets. First in a series. 

 

 

 

Napoli,  Donna Jo 

Beast 

The story of Beauty and the Beast seen through the eyes of Orasmyn, a prince who has 

been cursed to live as a lion. 

 

 

Nix,  Garth  

Sabriel 

Traveling through the land of the Dead to save her father and her land, Sabriel battles 

the greatest enemy ever, but how do you kill the Dead? First in a trilogy. 

 

 

 

Oppel,  Kenneth  

Airborn  

A cabin boy aboard an enormous airship, Matt finds himself in the middle of an 

adventure involving pirates, a young heiress, and mysterious creatures rumored to live 

in the clouds. Sequel is Skybreaker. 

 

 

Pattou,  Edith  

East 

Rose cannot deny her destiny and thus follows the mysterious bear to the ends of the 

earth in order to save her family. 

 

 

Westerfeld,  Scott  

The Secret Hour 

In an extra hour hidden after midnight, a group of teens has special powers while 

everyone else is frozen in time. Unfortunately, they aren't the only creatures awake. 

First in the Midnighters Trilogy. 

 

 

 

Wooding,  Chris  

The Storm Thief 

Two teenaged thieves try to survive on the city island of Orokos, where unpredictable 

probability storms continually change both the landscape and the inhabitants 

 



 

Teen Reality (Her) 
 

 

 

Cohn,  Rachel  

Cupcake 

Cyd has finally made it to New York, working as a barista and making plans for culinary 

school. Nothing can stand in her way - except maybe her ex-boyfriend. Sequel to 

Gingerbread and Shrimp. 

 

 

Dessen,  Sarah  

Just Listen 

Annabel's friends aren't speaking to her - they don't know what really happened to her 

last summer. Meanwhile, her sister isn't eating and Annabel is becoming friends with 

Owen, the mysterious school loner. 

 

 

 

Lion,  Melissa  

Upstream 

Marty's boyfriend dies in the Alaskan bush before their senior year. She deals with his 

loss and her own future with the support of the strong women in her life. 

 

 

Lockhart,  E.  

The Boyfriend List 

Ruby broke up with her boyfriend, lost all her girlfriends, and started having panic 

attacks. So why does her shrink think that making a list of past boyfriends will help? 

 

 

 

Murdock,  Catherine Gilbert  

Dairy Queen 

In this sweet, funny novel, jock girl DJ juggles countless hours of work on her father's 

farm with trying out for the football team and dealing with a crush on the rival team's 

quarterback.  

 
 

 

 

Zevin, Gabrielle  

Elsewhere 

Fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is looking forward to earning her driver's license, graduating high 

school and attending college. But on the way to help her best friend shop for a prom dress, 

Liz is killed by a hit-and-run driver. End of story? Not even close. In Gabrielle Zevin's witty 

and wise new novel, Liz awakens on a cruise ship bound for the afterlife 
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Teen Reality (His) 
 

 

Chbosky,  Stephen  

The Perks of Being a Wallflower 

In letters to an unknown receiver, Charlie reveals his struggles to defy his instinct to be 

a wallflower, always watching and never doing. 

 

 

Ehrenhaft,  Daniel  

Tell it to Naomi 

Dave writes an advice column, but everyone thinks the advice is coming from his 

glamorous older sister, Naomi. 

 
 

 

 

Lyga,  Barry  

The Amazing Adventures of Fanboy and Goth Girl 

Can comics and an interesting goth girl save one teen from the torments of cruel 

classmates and the violent thoughts they provoke? 

 
 

 

Lynch,  Chris  

Inexcusable 

Was it really a "misunderstanding" or was it a rape? Keir feels like a "good guy," but it 

is never that simple. 

 

 

 

Myers,  Walter Dean 

Autobiography of My Dead Brother 

Jesse loses his older "brother" Rise to drugs, then to violence, but finally finds a way to 

honor him and keep him real even if he has passed on. 

 

 

Trueman,  Terry  

No Right Turn  

Joyriding in his mom's boyfriend's vintage Corvette is the only thing that makes Jordan 

feel good after his father's suicide. But how far can he go before he gets caught? 

 

 

Werlin,  Nancy   

Rules of Survival 

After years of protecting his younger sisters from their abusive mother, Matthew has 

learned one thing: "Expect danger around every corner."  

 



 

 

Yang,  Gene Luen  

American Born Chinese 

In this graphic novel, three stories involving a Chinese American teen, a Monkey King, 

and a popular high school student connect to tell a bigger story about racism and 

friendship. 

 
 

Horror 
 

 

 

Anderson,  M.T.  

Thirsty 

Are Chris' feelings of alienation, sleeplessness, and unquenchable thirst merely 

symptoms of a typical tortured adolescence? 

 

 

 

Atwater-Rhodes,  Amelia  

In the Forests of the Night 

Risika, a teenage vampire, wanders back in time to the year 1684 when, as a human, 

she died and was transformed against her will. 

 

 

Cormier,  Robert  

Tenderness 

A psychological thriller told by a teenage serial killer and the runaway girl who falls in 

love with him. 

 
 

 

 

DeLint,  Charles  

Blue Girl 

Imogene hopes to leave her bad reputation behind and start over with her move to 

Newford, but dreams don't always come true! 

 
 

 

Klause,  Annette Curtis 

Blood and Chocolate 

Gabriel is raw and sharp like blood; Aiden is rich and smooth like chocolate. It's Aiden 

whom Vivian thinks she desires, but he is a "meat-boy," a human, and Vivian is a 

werewolf. 

 

 

Plum-Ucci,  Carol  

The Body of Christopher Creed 

Torey Adams struggles with doubts and questions surrounding the mysterious 

disappearance of the class outcast. 

 



Classic Horror 
 

 

 

King,  Stephen  

Carrie 

It's never good to make fun of your classmates. 

 

 

 

Shelley,  Mary Wollstonecraft 

Frankenstein 

Monstrous beginnings. 

 

 

Stoker,  Bram  

Dracula 

One of the first stories of a bloodsucker. 

 
 
 

LOL Funny 
 

 

 

Earls,  Nick  

48 Shades of Brown 

When Dan has to decide between moving with his parents to Geneva or staying with his 

cool, twenty-something sister in Australia to finish school, it's not a difficult decision. 

 

 

Green,  John  

An Abundance of Katherines 

After being dumped for the nineteenth time by a girl named Katherine, Colin sets off on 

a road trip with his best friend to try to find some new direction in life. 

 

 

Korman,  Gordan  

Born to Rock 

Leo's career path through the Young Republicans and Harvard will take a turn for the 

weird when he discovers his father is a famous punk rocker. 

 

 

 

Lubar,  David  

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie 

While navigating his first year of high school and awaiting the birth of his new baby 

brother, Scott loses old friends and gains some unlikely new ones as he hones his skills 

as a writer. 



 

 

Martinez,  A. Lee  

Gil's All Fright Diner 

Loretta's diner is attacked by zombies, but they're no match for Earl and Duke, a 

vampire and a werewolf. Enter Tammy, Queen of the Night. 

 

 

 

Moriarty,  Jaclyn  

The Year of Secret Assignments 

When three girls are assigned three boys as pen pals from a rival school, it's not long 

before misunderstandings lead to subpoenas and even an all-out war between the two 

schools. 

 

 

Rees,  Douglas  

Vampire High 

Cody should have known that nothing would be normal in his new high school with a 

name like Vlad Dracul Magnet School. 

 
 

 

Vizzini,  Ned  

Be More Chill 

Jeremy knows the power of cool. Because he doesn't have it, he swallows a tiny 

supercomputer that instructs him on how to get the girl of his dreams. 

 
 

Mysteries and Thrillers 
 
 

 

 

Flinn,  Alex  

Nothing to Lose 

Michael is on the run as a carny after one too many abuses by his stepfather, but now 

his mother is on trial for killing his stepfather and he knows he must return home. 

 

 

Giles,  Gail  

Shattering Glass 

When Rob, the charismatic leader of the senior class, turns the school nerd into Prince 

Charming, his actions lead to unexpected violence. 

 

 

Horowitz,  Anthony  

Stormbreaker 

After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, Alex Rider is coerced to continue 

his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6. First in a series. 

 



 

Jaffe,  Michelle  

Bad Kitty 

While vacationing with her family in Las Vegas, Jasmine stumbles upon a murder that 

she attempts to solve with the help of her friends. 

 

 

McNamee,  Graham  

Acceleration 

Working in the subway's lost and found for the summer, Duncan discovers the very 

twisted diary of a serial killer. 

 
 
 

Romance 
 

 

 

Cabot,  Meg  

Ready or Not: An all-American girl novel 

238 p. 

Now a high school junior, Samantha tries to decide whether she is ready to have sex 

with her boyfriend, who happens to be the President's son. 

 

 

 

Garfinkle,  Debra  

Storky: How I lost my nickname and won the girl 

184 p. 

Fourteen-year-old high school student Michael "Storky" Pomerantz's journal describes 

his freshman year, from dealing with his mother's dating his dentist to attempting to 

win the heart of the girl he loves. 

 

 

Levithan,  David  

Boy Meets Boy 

185 p. 

Love is not easy for Paul, even after he meets Noah, the boy who changes everything. 

 

 

 

Moriarty,  Jaclyn  

The Year of Secret Assignments 

340 p. 

Three female students from Ashbury High write to three male students from rival 

Brookfield High as part of a pen pal program, leading to romance, humiliation, revenge 

plots, and war between the schools. 

 

 

 

Rennison,  Louise  

Then He Ate My Boy Entrancers 

312 p. 

After trying to take the United States by storm when her family vacations in Memphis, 

Georgia returns home to deal with the attentions of too many boys, weird parents, and  

 



 

 

Roberts,  Laura Peyton 

The Queen of Second Place 

324 p. 

Smitten with a new boy at school, California high school sophomore Cassie spends 

months trying desperately to win him over before she finally regains some perspective. 

 

 

 

Sones,  Sonya  

What My Mother Doesn't Know 

259 p. 

Sophie describes her relationships with a series of boys as she searches for Mr. Right 

 
 
Science Fiction 
 

 

Anderson,  M.T.  

Feed 

In a future where most people have brain implants to control their environment, Titus 

meets a girl whose questions about the implant lead her to serious trouble. 

 

 

Card,  Orson Scott  

Ender's Game 

After a devastating alien invasion, Ender Wiggin is taught how to play a virtual war 

game that will prepare him for war with the aliens. But is the game really a game? First 

in a series. 

 

 

 

Farmer,  Nancy  

The House of the Scorpion 

In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone 

of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico 

and the United States. 

 

 

 

Nix,  Garth  

Shade's Children 

In a future where everyone over 14 is taken apart and added onto one of the war 

machines that stalk the planet, young Gold-Eye finds help from Shade, an all-too-human 

hologram who may have a hidden agenda. 

 

 

 

Pfeffer,  Susan Beth  

Life As We Knew It 

After a meteor hits the Moon, Miranda and her family struggle to survive as Earth is hit 

with earthquakes, tsunamis, and new volcanoes. 

 



 

Westerfeld,  Scott  

Uglies 

In a future where everyone gets plastic surgery at age 16, Tally is disturbed by her 

new friend's belief that there is a better society where no one gets the surgery. First in 

a trilogy. 

 

 

 

Keyes, Daniel  

Flowers for Algernon 

A mentally disabled man whose experimental quest for intelligence mirrors that of Algernon, 

an extraordinary lab mouse. In poignant diary entries, Charlie tells how a brain operation 

increases his IQ and changes his life. As the experimental procedure takes effect, Charlie's 

intelligence expands and seems to be a scientific breakthrough --- until Algernon begins a 

sudden deterioration. Will the same happen to Charlie? 

 
 

Sports 
 
 

 

Crutcher,  Chris  

Running Loose 

Louie loses his place on the football team when he takes a stand against the coach, but 

when his girlfriend is killed in an accident, his whole senior year takes a turn for the 

worse. 

 
 

 

 

Crutcher,  Chris  

Whale Talk 

Although he's a star athlete, TJ shuns school sports until he decides to form a swim 

team out of the school outcasts. 

 

 

Deuker,  Carl  

High Heat 

When Shane's dad is arrested for money laundering, his life of pitching at a private 

school starts to fall apart. 

 

 

Deuker,  Carl  

Night Hoops 

While trying to prove that he is good enough to be on his high school's varsity basketball 

team, Nick must also deal with his parents' divorce and the erratic behavior of a troubled 

classmate who lives nearby. 
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de la Peña,  Matt  

Ball Don't Lie 

Sticky has the potential to join the NBA, but his past and his undiagnosed disability 

threaten to stifle his dream 

 
 

Vampires 
 
 

 

Atwater-Rhodes,  Amelia  

Demon in My View 

Jessica, a teen author, creates a world of witches and vampires. But when the irresistible 

Alex and the mysterious Caryn show up at school, the pages of her novels suddenly 

come to life. Second in a series. 

 

 

Cary,  Kate  

Bloodline 

A new generation of Dracula's descendents fight to find their own paths, while 

discovering horrifying family secrets in this gothic horror/mystery/romance novel. 

 

 

Klause,  Annette Curtis 

The Silver Kiss 

Zoe's mom is dying of cancer, her father is distracted, and her best friend moved away. 

She feels utterly alone until she meets Simon, who wants to avenge his own mother's 

death, over 300 years ago. 

View this book in the catalog  

 

 

 

Meyer,  Stephenie  

Twilight 

When Bella moves to Forks, Washington with her dad she is immediately attracted to 

Edward Cullen, a vampire who has trained himself to eat only animals - but he is not 

the only vampire in town.  

 

 

 

Schreiber,  Ellen  

Vampire Kisses 2: Kissing Coffins 

Romance is complicated for goth-girl Raven. Not only is her true love, Alexander 

Sterling, a vampire, but now he's disappeared and hunting him down could be 

hazardous to her health. Second in a series. 

 

 

 

Westerfield,  Scott  

Peeps 

In a world where a parasite turns people into vampires, reformed party boy Cal 

Thompson learns that he is a carrier. He must now track down all the girls he 

unknowingly infected before they create more ghouls. 
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King,  Stephen  

Salem's Lot 

You can never go home again, unless you are a vampire! 

 

Nonfiction 
 
 

 

 

Hamilton,  Bethany  

Soul Surfer: A true story of faith, family, and fighting to get back on the board 

How many people who survive a shark attack would want to return to a life of surfing? 

 

 

 

Nelson,  Peter  

Left for Dead: The USS Indianapolis and a young man's search for justice 

In World War II, what should have been a story of heroism and patriotism turned into a 

nightmare for hundreds of young sailors on a secret mission. 

 
 

 

 

Ralston,  Aron  

Between a Rock and a Hard Place 

How does a young rock climber survive a bad fall when he is forced to amputate his 

own arm? 

View this book in the catalog  

 
 
 

Historical Fiction 
 

 

 
Living in Germany during World War II, young Liesel Meminger scratches out a meager 

existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can't resist --- books. 

With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen 

books with her neighbors during bombing raids. 

Zusak, Markus 

Book Thief 

 
 

 

 
In 1939 New York, a young artist who also has been trained in the art of Houdini-esque 

escape, teams up with his cousin teams up with his cousin to create a great American 

literary product --- the comic book. As the shadow of Hitler falls over Europe and ultimately 

the world, the boys end up immersed in the Golden Age of Comic Books, finding greater 

fame and more trouble than they could ever have imagined. 

Chabon, Michael 

The Amzaing Adventure of Kavalier and Clay 
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Sijie, Dai 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress 

In 1971, as Mao's Cultural Revolution sweeps across China, two teenage boys are branded 

"ractionary intellectuals" and sent to live on a remote mountain. When they bargain their 

way into obtaining a forbidden Balzac novel from a friend, it opens up a new and dizzyingly 

vast world --- and leads to unexpected consequences that propel the novel to its stunning 
conclusion. 

 

 

 
A woman brutally kills her infant daughter rather than allow her to be enslaved. The woman 

is Sethe, and the novel --- part ghost story, part history lesson, part folk tale --- traces her 

Morrison, Toni 

Beloved 

journey from slavery to freedom during and immediately following the Civil War. 

 

 

 

Wounded Confederate soldier Inman's trek across the disintegrating South brings him into 

converse with slaves and marauders, bounty hunters and witches, both helpful and malign. 

At the same time, Ada, the woman he loved years before and is trying to reach, is desperate 

to revive her father's derelict farm and learn to survive in a world where old certainties have 

been swept away. 

Frazier, Charles 

Cold Mountain 

 
 

 

 

Copper Sun 

Fifteen-year-old Amari is taken from her village in Africa by pale-faced strangers and 

ent across the ocean to America. She is sold to a plantation owner in the Carolinas 

who wants a birthday present for his son. Here Amari meets Polly, an indentured white 

girl, and the two girls from different ends of

Draper, Sharon 

s

 the earth bond together in order to survive 

--- and their friendship just might help them fight their way to freedom. 

 

 

 
G

tr

Chevalier, Traci 

Girl With a Pearl Earring 

IRL WITH A PEARL EARRING tells the story of sixteen-year-old Griet, whose life is 

ansformed by her brief encounter with genius...even as she herself is immortalized in 

canvas and oil. 
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