
 

 

Student-Centered Learning 

“The days are gone when basic schooling coupled with ingenuity and hard work was sufficient for America to 

maintain a strong global economic position. The acceleration of technology, hyperconnectivity, and knowledge 

development requires a similar update to the skills individuals will need to support their families and build successful 

communities - - and for the progress of our nation.” Nicholas S. Donahue, President and CEO, Nellie Mae 

Foundation 

Kim Wynne recently attended a symposium at the Harvard Graduate School of Education focused on the 

newly published book, Anytime Anywhere, Student-Centered Learning for Schools and Teachers. Mr. Donahue, 

who wrote the foreword to this book (attached), introduced a panel of scholars and practitioners who 

spoke urgently about the need for transformational changes to public education. They focused primarily 

on the way secondary schools must “raise the bar” and “close the gaps” such that ALL students graduate 

from high school with a diploma that stands for the achievement of critical skills and knowledge rather 

than a certain number of Carnegie units or time spent in class. The panelists each described the features 

of student-centered learning they believed to be most promising as districts strive for equity and 

excellence. The following themes emerged: 

Make high school graduation contingent upon mastery of content and skills deemed necessary for 

college, career, and global citizenship. Allow multiple opportunities for students to 

demonstrate competency which implies rethinking grading policies and practices.  

Broaden the definition of “classroom” to encourage and acknowledge learning that takes place 

outside of the school building. Invite students to explore their talents and interests beyond the 

traditional courses offered at the school. The school must reach out and partner with the local 

and global community to offer extended learning opportunities for students. 

Learn more about theories of motivation and adolescent identity and engage student voices in the 

development of learning experiences that connect with the wide range of student interests and 

backgrounds. This is especially important when thinking about students for whom school has 

become a place to fail.  

Use technology routinely for learning. A “one size fits all” textbook driven curriculum does not 

address the range of needs students present every day. An explosion of research in neuroscience 

is giving us new insights into brain functioning and individual differences in cognition, 

language, and memory that can be addressed with customized learning resources available using 

technology tools.  

These ideas are all embedded in Farmington’s Design Team recommendations: 

Redefine Graduation Standards 

Create Student-driven Learning Pathways 

Bring the World to the Student and the Student to the World 

Leverage Technology as a Tool for Learning 
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Redefine Graduation Standards 

Each department at FHS has identified one 

of the thinking and learning skills of the 

“Farmington Vision of the Graduate” upon 

which to focus their action-research goal 

this year. Departments will be developing 

performances of understanding that allow 

students many opportunities to “show 

what they know and can do” using a 

common rubric to define the attributes of 

high quality. This structure is a component 

of the new EEPD – teacher evaluation 

model. Through this action-research 

process we expect teams of teachers to 

discover and refine innovative 

instructional practices that support student 

growth in the identified skill area. This 

work will also inform the development of 

a mastery-based system of documenting 

each student’s progress and achievement. 

Accelerate Instructional Innovation 

Building off the success of last year’s 

Instructional Rounds with students, the 

high school administrators will facilitate 

“Collaborative Instructional Rounds” 

multiple times over the course of the 13-

14 school year. This protocol will include 

O N G OI NG  PRO G R ES S  

In fact the authors of the Anytime, Anywhere book identified Maine and Connecticut as 

places where they see very good progress toward student-centered learning through the work 

of the League of Innovative Schools.  

Listening to international researchers and highly regarded practitioners in the field 

who speak and write about a national imperative for redesigning secondary education helps us 

to know that we are moving in the right direction.  

We understand that parents, students and the greater Farmington community must 

join the conversation as well and clearly understand our mission and goals. To that end, Dr. 

Silva and Ms. Wynne will be meeting with the PTO groups at each of our K-8 schools to share 

the Design Team work. They will also be meeting with other civic organizations and groups 

with the same purpose. Dr. Silva will include information about the Design Team 

recommendations in his upcoming newsletters and will reach out to his parent advisory board 

to determine other forms of communication that will provide opportunities for dialogue. 

teachers, administrators and many more 

students in looking closely at the level 

of student engagement in classrooms as 

it aligns with Farmington’s Framework 

for Teaching and Learning. The goal of 

these sessions is to amplify the student 

voice in our continuous improvement 

work, to deepen teachers’ 

understanding of specific instructional 

practices that engage students, and to 

develop students’ understanding of 

their responsibilities in the teaching and 

learning process.  
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