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Farmington Public Schools
“Vision of the FPS Graduate”

Farmington Graduates:  Reaching Global Standards of Achievement, 
Leadership and Citizenship

Farmington Public Schools’ Graduates will acquire an understanding of the essential 
knowledge and skills in the core academic disciplines and develop the thinking and 
learning skills needed to meet the challenges of local, national and global citizenship 
in a rapidly changing world.

Critical Thinking and Reasoning: Students access, interpret, analyze, and
evaluate ideas and information, draw evidence-based conclusions, synthesize 
new learning with prior knowledge, and reflect critically on learning.

Students who demonstrate critical thinking and reasoning skills…
• Ask questions to revise or adjust understanding
• Use critical reading strategies to develop meaning from text
• Support arguments with clear and compelling evidence
• Make connections between new information and prior knowledge
• Analyze and evaluate data to draw conclusions
• Recognize values, beliefs, bias and perspective
• Acknowledge different opinions to foster new insight
• Notice patterns and analyze cause and effect 

Communication and Collaboration: Students participate effectively in a 
variety of teams, actively listen and respond to the ideas of others, share 
responsibility for outcomes, articulate ideas clearly in multiple formats and 
use technology tools to enhance communication.

Students who effectively communicate and collaborate…
• Write and speak clearly for a variety of purposes 
• Demonstrate an awareness of audience and adjust style and tone accordingly
• Use language effectively to enhance meaning and impact
• Use a variety of technology tools to enhance communication
• Access diverse perspectives and expertise to accomplish a goal 
• Establish and adhere to group norms that facilitate effective performance
• Listen to and value the contributions of others on the team 
• Adapt to and perform a variety of roles and responsibilities within a group
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Problem Solving and Innovation: Students identify problems, analyze 
data, ask questions, utilize a variety of resources, think flexibly, make 
connections and seek practical, innovative and entrepreneurial solutions 
to a variety of problems. 

Students who are problem solvers and innovators…
• Notice, examine and reframe problems
• Ask questions and brainstorm ideas
• Detect patterns and anomalies in data
• Embrace contradictions and divergent ideas
• Relate the apparently unrelated
• Produce novel and creative solutions and products
• Take risks and go beyond conventional parameters
• Employ strategic processes to learn from success and failure

Self-direction and Resourcefulness: Students explore interests, take
initiative, set goals, demonstrate persistent effort, adapt to change with 
resiliency, and exhibit ethical leadership and responsible citizenship.

Self-directed and resourceful students…
• Act on curiosity and pursue interests
• Manage time and organize tasks
• Work to overcome obstacles and learn from mistakes
• Seek feedback and new resources to accomplish a goal
• Reflect on learning experiences
• Transfer knowledge and skills from one context to another
• Find opportunities for civic engagement and leadership
• Make ethical, responsible decisions
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We believe that all students are capable of learning at high levels and meeting high aca-
demic, civic, and social standards.  We are, therefore, committed to providing challenging,
varied, and engaging opportunities for all of our students to learn within a community of re-
spect and personal responsibility. 

Thus, we are committed to providing the circumstances, support and experiences that will
lead our students to:

Academic:
•   Acquire a solid foundation of knowledge and skills based on essential 
understandings in each discipline.

•   Learn to reflect, think critically, and reason with evidence.
•   Learn to communicate effectively.

Civic: 
•    Become aware of the multiplicity of the human experience and of how 
they can positively affect the world.

•    Cultivate their individual talents and intentions while discovering how 
they can contribute to the common good. 

Social:
•     Understand the great power that lies in choice, the connection between 
action and result, and the importance of personal responsibility. 

•     Act with tolerance, respect, courtesy, and compassion.

Farmington
High School

Mission Statement
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GENERAL INFORMATION
DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS

English 4 Credits All students will be required to meet a literacy 
performance standard in reading and writing.
*See description below.

Mathematics 3 Credits All students will be required to meet a 
performance standard in mathematics.
*See description below.

Physical Education/ 2 Credits 2 Credits of P.E./Health.
Health Senior courses can not substitute for

Wellness 9, 10 or 11.

Science 3 Credits 3 credits of laboratory science, one of which 
must be biology.  Single semester science 
electives do not satisfy the science requirements.
All students will be required to meet a
performance standard in science.
*See description below.

Social Studies/ 3.5 Credits .5 credit in Civics and American Government
History and 1.0 credit in U.S. History are required 

for all students.

Vocational or 
Fine Art 1 Credit

World Languages     See note   Passing the Farmington Language Standards
Test (FLST) is required for graduation.

Required Total Credits: 22

GRADE PLACEMENT
FHS credits required to advance from:
Grade 9 to 10 5.0 credits
Grade 10 to 11     10.5 credits
Grade 11 to 12   15.5 credits

CREDIT LOAD
6.0 credits minimum
(including Physical Education and
excludingWork Experience and/or
Independent Study)

*Students need to meet graduation performance standards.  To achieve these standards, a FHS stu-
dent must (a) Meet state goal on the CAPT Reading OR Writing sections and on the Math and Science
CAPT; OR (b) Meet standard on the Farmington High School Internal Discipline Assessments; OR (c)
Meet standard in the senior literary, math, and science courses.

OPPORTUNITIES TO EXTEND YOUR LEARNING:
• Take approved courses at local institutions of higher education (See Page 9).
• Take advantage of vocational training programs (See Page 10).
• Experience a career-related internship through the Career Center (See Page 23).
• Participation in The FHS Capstone Program (See Page 12).

REQUIREMENTS
FOR

GRADUATION
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PLANNING YOUR PROGRAM

SCHOOL COUNSELING
INFORMATION FOR 

STUDENTS
AND PARENTS

One of the most important goals of the School
Counseling Department is to assist you in reaching
your potential.  The Program of Studies is provided
to enable you to:
•   Understand the Farmington High School 
course offerings.

•   Select courses to meet Farmington High 
School’s graduation requirements.

•   Be well prepared for post-secondary educa-
tion and/or work.

In planning your program, you should involve
your parent(s) and school counselor to help you se-
lect courses that are of interest to you and meet
graduation requirements.   You will develop a four-
year educational plan, which you can review and
update each year with your school counselor.   This
plan will establish a focus and direction for you,
while providing flexibility if your educational and
career goal(s) change.

Your counselor’s will help you reach your max-
imum potential and assist you in personal, educa-
tional and career decision-making.  Counselors can
be most helpful when you and your parents are ac-
tively involved in the planning process.

You and your counselor will discuss your four-
year educational plan and selection of appropriate
courses.  Past academic performance and data from
standardized tests such as the Connecticut Mastery
Test (C.M.T.), Connecticut Academic Performance
Test (C.A.P.T.), PSAT, and SAT are also helpful in
program planning.  Your future college and career
plans are important in course selection. 

Each year, counselors will provide developmen-
tal counseling lessons that focus primarily on ca-
reer exploration, planning and decision-making.
You will have the opportunity to discover and re-
flect upon your values, interests and aptitudes as
well as to investigate various career clusters.

CAREER CENTER

To assist you in exploring options, the Career
Center offers computer resources with career, col-
lege and financial aid information. In addition, you
can use interest inventories to assist in the career-
planning process.  The center is located in Room
161.  It is open during the school day and a school-
to-career counselor is available to help you.  
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PREPARATION FOR CAREERS
Since you will eventually enter the job market, it is important to begin exploring your career interests

in high school.  In addition to taking courses required for graduation, choose courses to explore your ca-
reer interests and develop new skills.  By participating in work experience and career education programs,
you will have a better understanding of your career options and learn important employability skills.
A variety of resources and programs are available to assist FHS students in career exploration and plan-

ning.  (See Career Exploration Programs p. 23)
Doing well in your high school courses and developing positive workplace skills and attitudes are keys

to success in any endeavor.  Discuss your options with your counselor and visit the Career Center when
making your future plans.
Your Student Success Plan is a tool to help you plan a program of study that includes FHS courses and

co-curricular activities that match your individual interests and future goals.

CAREER PATHWAYS
You and your counselor should discuss how you can being to explore your career interests through

your coursework.  There are many offerings in this book that are very relevant to the many career
choices you will have after high school.  Here are some career clusters that you might want to consider
and discuss with your counselor and Career Center personnel.
•  Agriculture, Food &Natural Resources
•  Architecture & Construction
•  Arts, A/V Technology & Communication
•  Business & Finance

•  Education & Human Services
•  Government, Law & Public 
Administration
•  Health Science
•  Hospitality & Tourism

•  Information Technology
•  Manufacturing
•  Transportation
•  Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Math (STEM)

EXPLORING CAREER PATHWAYS
The Career Center provides a range of opportunities for students to learn and apply their skills in

real-world settings. It connects them with adult role models in the workplace who can guide them as
they begin to think about higher education and future careers. These experiences give FHS students a
competitive advantage as they apply to college and prepare for careers and leadership roles in the com-
munity.

Career Center Resources Career Exploration Opportunities Special Programs

The Career Center, located adjacent to
the counseling office, offers a variety
of online and print resources related to
careers, college and other post-sec-
ondary programs.

•   Career library including
print and online resources

•   Personal learning style 
and personality inventories

•   Career interest inventories
•   Job Postings & working 
papers

FHS Career Center personnel work
closely with employers, students,
school counselors and teachers to
design and coordinate career explo-
ration programs that connect stu-
dents’ educational goals and career
interests. 

•   Career Talks
•   Company Tours
•   Career Days 
•   Job shadows
•   Internships

The Career Center helps to coordi-
nate special academic and commu-
nity service programs which help
students gain real-world experi-
ence.

•   Education Internship 
•   FHS Capstone Programs
•   Hartford Health 
Careers Collaborative

•   Math & literacy 
Tutoring Programs
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OTHER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Independent Study Program - In recognition of the fact that learning is not limited to the classroom, Farm-
ington High School offers an Independent Study Program, designed to supplement the school curriculum.  All
projects must have a faculty advisor, who serves as a mentor. 
Credit is granted for successful completion of Independent Study projects.  Pass/Fail or a letter grade for your

project will appear on your transcript.  (Letter grades are not calculated into the grade point average.).  If you fail to
complete or do not formally withdraw from Independent Study by the midpoint of your project, you may receive a
failing grade.

Since Independent Study is designed to supplement the school program, you are required to carry the normal
course load of 6 credits in addition to your Independent Study project.  Further, Independent Study projects or courses
cannot be used to fulfill a graduation requirement.
If you are interested in applying for Independent Study, see Ms. Kapcinski, the Assistant Principal for Curricu-

lum and Instruction, for an application.  After your application is reviewed and approved by the Independent Study
Committee, which meets periodically, you must complete and submit an Independent Study Contract.

College Level Courses At Nearby Colleges - You may enroll in courses on campus or online at Tunxis Com-
munity College to receive both high school and college credit for work completed successfully.  You may also take
advantage of similar arrangements at Central Connecticut State University, the University of Hartford, Trinity Col-
lege and St. Joseph College.  A semester course at the college level is generally equal to half a credit at the high school
level.  Similar to the Independent Study Program, these courses are meant to supplement the high school curricu-
lum and your grade in the course will be added to your transcript but will not be used to calculate your grade point
average.  If you are interested, contact your counselor.  Prior administrative approval is required to receive high
school credit.

Greater Hartford Academy for Math and Science (GHAMAS) - GHAMAS is a public, magnet school man-
aged by the Capital Region Education Council (CREC).  It is located adjacent to Trinity College.  The Academy pro-
vides a specialized honors level curriculum in the natural sciences and mathematics taught by master teachers and
practicing scientists.  The curriculum is founded in laboratory experiences in physics, chemistry, biology, biochem-
istry and molecular genetics, earth science, astronomy, electronics and engineering.  Mathematics and computer sci-
ence are taught through applications to scientific experimentation.  As a student at the Academy, you are afforded
opportunities in research at the surrounding institutes of higher education as well as the research labs. The school
has been designed to be fully integrated into the world’s information network.
The magnet school is conducted as a half-day session with courses in mathematics, health/biomedicine and sci-

ence.  All other courses are provided by Farmington High School.  In order to be successful, you should possess a
strong motivation for pursuing math and science and have an aptitude for inquiry-based learning.
Information regarding this opportunity can be found at www.crecschools.org or by phone at 860-524-4096.

Greater Hartford Academy For The Performing Arts (GHAPA) - The Greater Hartford Academy for the Per-
forming Arts in Hartford offers an honors two-credit, elective programs in music, dance, visual arts and theater and
a full day program.   If you are interested in the Academy, information can be found at www.crecschools.org or by
phone at 860-524-4096.
As a participating student in either the GHAMAS or the GHAPA half-day programs, you are required to fulfill

all established Farmington High School graduation requirements.  Because you leave Farmington High School after
period six, it may be difficult to schedule required courses and/or sequential electives. 



10

Bristol Technical School - The Bristol Technical School offers tuition-free, vocational training programs that
prepare students for employment in trade and technical fields.  Participating students receive 7 credits toward grad-
uation.  Programs are available in the following areas:  Machine Tool CNC; Welding Technology; Computer-
Aided Drafting; Automotive Technology; Air-Conditioning, Refrigeration and Heating Systems; Digital
Electronics; and Food Trades/Baking.

Farmington Continuing Education - The Farmington Continuing Education Program sponsors a variety of
enrichment courses in academics, industrial arts, business, computers, creative arts, exercise and dance.  An SAT
I preparation course is also offered.  The Director of Continuing Education encourages you to call 860-404-0290,
for registration information.  The Fall term is from September to December, and the Spring Term runs from Feb-
ruary to May.

Summer School - If you need to take a summer school class to make up for losing a credit during
the school year and that class is offered at Farmington High School, you must take that class at Farm-
ington High School.  Please see your counselor about summer school opportunities and obligations.

Community Service Opportunities - Students are encouraged to volunteer to help others.   A list
of opportunities can be obtained through the Counseliing Office.

Early Graduation - If you wish to graduate early and/or apply for early admission to college, see
your counselor to discuss the process and obtain an application.  The application and scheduling process
must be completed before student course selection in the sophomore year.

Auditing Courses - Students who choose to audit a course for no credit are responsible for meet-
ing the same academic (homework, assignments, tests) and attendance requirements as students re-
ceiving course credit.  Report cards and transcript will have the course listed as “audit” with no grade
or credit.  Requests for audit status must be made within 20 days of the beginning of the course.
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COURSE RELATED INFORMATION

GRADE WEIGHTING FOR HONOR ROLL
In order to provide the most appropriate pathway to assist you in reaching standard in your classes, and

to encourage you to take classes that challenge you, Farmington High School weights courses for honor
roll.
There are three (3) levels of classes.  Each course in this booklet has a course level indicated next to its

title.  Below are descriptions of these levels.

Level 1 Advanced Placement classes (AP).
Level 2 Classes in which learning is accelerated (Honors).
Level 3 College preparatory classes (College Prep).

Honor Roll
While actual grades do not change per course, 5 points are added to level 1 grades and 2 points are

added to level 2 grades in calculating the quarterly honor roll average.

Course Changes -Since you should choose courses with the help of your parents and counselor, pro-
gram changes should rarely occur.  Due to course failure or other circumstances, however, changes may
become necessary.

Dropping or Adding a Course - If you wish to drop or add courses, see your counselor during
study hall, lunch or before or after school.  If a course change is warranted, a course add/drop form must
be completed and signed by your counselor, a parent, the teacher of the course being dropped, and the
teacher of the course being added.  You must continue to attend the course for which you are scheduled until
you are issued a new schedule by your counselor.  The new schedule is your official “ticket” into the new
course or study hall.

Course Record of Dropped Courses - If you drop a course within the first 20 school days, the
course will not appear on your report card or transcript.  If you drop a course after the 20th school day, a
“W” for withdrawn will appear on your permanent transcript.  

Loss Of Credit Under The Attendance Policy - If you pass a course but lose credit due to excessive
absences based on the attendance policy, the course will not count toward required graduation credits or
distribution requirements.
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FHS CAPSTONE PROGRAM

Students taking one of the following capstone courses have committed themselves to a challenging inde-
pendent learning experience focused on a personal passion or a possible career.  The primary goal of each of the
courses within the Captone family is to provide students with an opportunity to do the following:
•  Design a project in an area of deep personal, academic or professional interest.
•  Manage their own time and select their own resources.
•  Work with a teacher or advisor who can respond to, but not direct, their work.
•  Make a meaningful connection with an expert in their field of study.
•  Showcase their talents and hard work to an audience beyong the classroom.
•  Reflect upon their learning; both academic and personal.
•  Meet the district’s standards as articulated in the Vision of the Graduate.

Rather than being graded on a traditional 100 point scale, in each Capstone course, students will show evidence
that they have met standard by producing the following documentation, to be scored by a faculty panel rather than
the students’ individual teachers or advisors.
•  A proposal
•  A product
•  A digital portfolio
•  A reflective paper
•  A final presentation

Students will earn 1 credit and be recognized as Capstone Scholars at graduation for meeting standard
in any one of the following capstone courses. All students enrolled in these courses will be required to complete
the Capstone components.  For this year, the Capstone family of courses includes the following:

The Custom Capstone
The custom capstone is the most open-ended

and independent course offered through the Cap-
stone program.  In this course, students have an op-
portunity to design their own project using the
following project pathways as a guide:
•  Thesis paper
•  Innovation
•  Art Exhibition
•  Community Service
•  Internship
In collaboration with an advisor or mentor in

the field, students set their own goals, find their
onw resouces and design their own product.  (In-
terested students should see Mrs. Burr in the library
for further information.)
Custom Capstone is open to seniors only.

Advanced Journalism
(2013-2014 Pilot Course)

Advanced journalism is designed for students
interested in exploring journalism in the 21st Cen-
tury.  Candidates will write a proposal focusing on
a particular passion related to journalism.  These
proposals may provide candidates with the oppor-
tunity to build connections with the community,
reach out to professional news organizations, par-
ticipate in internships, publish in professional jour-
nals and/or conduct in-dept research.  All capstone
candidates will also be expected to take a leader-
ship role in the production and public distribution
of the newspaper - either in print or electronic
form.  Capstone students who choose to be edic-
tors will also be highly involved in using the pro-
fessional layout program QuarkXPress to do layout
and copyediting.  (See page 29 for a complete de-
scription.)
Open to juniros and seniors.
Prerequisite:   At least one year of Journalism                                
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Anthropology and Archaeology Research
(2013-2014 Pilot Year)
Anthropology and Archaeology Research is de-

signed to provide students with an opportunity to
conduct in-depth research into the fields of anthro-
pology and archaeology.  In this course, students
could further their studies in fields such as :  bio-
logical and forensic anthropology; cultural
anthropology and  ethnographic studies; paleoan-
thropology; classical, biblical, historical, and in-
dustrial archaeology; and lastly, the diverse field of
linguistics.  (See page 52 for a complete descrip-
tion).
Open to juniors and seniors.

Education Internship
Students seriously interested in pursuing a ca-

reer in education spend a minimum of 60 intern-
ship hours exploring this interest with the guidance
of a mentor teacher in on of the Farmington public
schools.  This is an outstanding way to learn about
the teaching profession before you commit to a col-
lege level program.  (See page 23 for a complete
description.)
Open to seniors only.

Art in the Community
(2013-2014 Pilot Year)

In this course, students will create a body of
work that examines an idea/area of interest in depth
through studies, reflections and a culminating ex-
hibition within the Farmington community.  An
artist statement that defines the artist’s intent and
new learning throughout the creative process will
be included as part of the exhibition.  (See page 21
for a complete description.)
Open to juniors and seniors.
Prerequisite:  1 full credit in Art

Historians Craft through Local History
(2013-2014 Pilot Year)

This course will focus on historical research
skills.  “Historians Craft through Local History”
will have students “do” history through the dis-
covery and examination of primary sources, dis-
secting historians’ arguments, and most
importantly, creating original interpretations of
historical problems.  (See page 54 for a complete
description.)
Open to juniors and seniors.

E-Commerce Entrepreneurship
Develop your entrepreneurial, web develop-

ment, and marketing skills in this innovative course
that allows you and your classmates to create and
develop all aspects of a mock company.  Comple-
tion of Marketing and/or Web Design is suggested
but not required.  (See page 23 for a complete de-
scription.)
Open to juniors and seniors.

Science Research
This Senior Science Research course offers stu-

dents, especially those who are interested in careets
in medicine, biochemistry, molecular biology or re-
search, a chance to be actively engaged in the pur-
suit of their own ideas.  Consequently, they will
deepen their understanding of real science.  (See
page 46 for a complete description.)
Open to seniors only.
Prerequisite:  Biology
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Sport, Exercise Science and Wellness
(2013-2014 Pilot Year)

The Sport, Exercise Science and Wellness
course will provide students with the research skills
and internship experiences needed to deeply ex-
plore an area of interest in these allied fields.  Pos-
sible internship experiences may include:
coaching and teaching, health and wellness pro-
motion, athletic training, physical therapy, personal
training and others.  (See page 40 for a complete
description.)
Open to seniors only.

Performer to Podium
(2013-2014 Pilot Year)
This music capstone is designed for the student

to pursue a personal interest in creative artistry,
leadership, or community.  Music students would
utilize their advanced performance skills to design
a novel role in their project as conductor, com-
poser, arranger, or leader.  (See page 38 for a com-
plete description.)

Open to juniors and seniors who are enrolled
in Chamber Singers, Wind Ensemble, Sym-
phonic Strings or Women’s  Ensemble.

Engineering Design and Development
(2013-2014 Pilot Year)

In this engineering research course, students
work in teams to research, design and construct a
solution to open-ended engineering problems.  This
is the fourth course in a four-course pre-engineer-
ing sequence.  (See page 48 for a complete de-
scription.)
Open to seniors only.
Prerequisite:  Two prior Project Lead the Way
Courses.

Music Composing and Arranging 
for Business
(2013-2014 Pilot Year)

This Capstone Course will challenge the stu-
dent musician to design a project for developing
original music for a current media business.  Stu-
dents will experiment with song creation by ana-
lyzing the current music of their business interest
such as television, movies, commercials, and video
games.  (See page 38 for a complete description.)
Open to juniors and seniors.
Prerequisite:  Students must have fluency in
ready music notation and perform musically.

For more information about the FHS Cap-
stone Program...Contact Ms. Kapcinski (Assis-
tant Principal, kapcinskil@fpsct.org) or Ms. Burr
(Library Media Specialist, burrm@fpsct.org), or
speak to your school Counselor.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ART & TECHNOLOGY ~ The Fine and Applied Arts ~
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Essential Understandings in Art

1.  Production. As a result of the Farmington Public School’s K-12 Art Program, all students will un-
derstand that making  visual arts enables people to develop and express perceptions, ideas, and 
feelings about themselves and the world.

2. Perception. As a result of the Farmington Public School’s K-12 Art Program, all students will un-
derstand that skilled perception enables individuals to fully experience and interpret their natural and
man-made environments.

3.  Reflection. As a result of the Farmington Public School’s K-12 Art Program, all students will un-
derstand that the process of reflection enables individuals to develop criteria by which they value and
judge art and technology.

4.  Work Ethic. As a result of the Farmington Public School’s K-12 Art Program, all students will un-
derstand that seriousness of purpose toward the production and valuing of art and technology results
in higher achievement.

Recommended Sequence of Study

These are recommended sequences, however, courses without prerequisites can be taken in any year.

Multimedia Art and Design Comprehensive 
Technology

Web Design
Photo Design
Animation

Studio
Three Dimensional

Design

Construction Industries

Transportation Technology

Digital Photo

Arts Through 
Technology

Advanced Studio H Construction Industries II

Designing Minds

Alternative Energy 
Vehicular Design 

Senior Capstone
Project

Honors Portfolio

A.P. Portfolio

Alternative Energy
Vehicular Design

Inclusive Architectural 
Design

Drawing, Painting & Design

Ceramics

Crafts

Photo Design

Three Dimensional Design

(Semester courses in italics.)

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

Media Arts                  Fine Arts                    Applied Arts             
Sequence                    Sequence                       Sequence               Life Arts Sequence
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FOUNDATION COURSES

ART AND DESIGN
Level 3            1 Credit

This is a year-long course which provides in-depth in-
struction in the principles of design and elements of art. Stu-
dents will explore drawing with graphite, conté, charcoal, and
ink, painting with watercolor and acrylic, monoprints and re-
lief printmaking, collage, sculpture, ceramics, digital art, and
artist’s books.  Through direct experience with arts materials
and resources such as prints, books, and the internet, students
begin to recognize their creative potential and individual
strengths.
Specific studies focus on portraiture, natural forms, land-

scape and plein aire drawing, human-made forms and 
concept-driven art. The communication of ideas and feelings
are important goals for this course.

No prerequisite Grades 9-10-11-12

DRAWING, PAINTING, AND DESIGN
Level 3            1/2 Credit
This is a semester long course which provides instruction

in the elements of art and principles of design. 
A goal of this course is for students to develop a unique

interpretation of the assignments and confidence in creating
and critiquing their work.  Students who have taken year-long
art courses at the high school are not eligible for this class.
Specific studies focus on portraiture, landscape, design and
still life, and communication of ideas and feelings that repre-
sent one’s intellectual, emotional, and physical self.

No prerequisite Grades 9-10-11-12

STUDIO
Level 3                                                                 1 Credit
Studio is a sequential course, which builds upon the con-

cepts and skills taught in Art and Design.  Continued study is
offered in contemporary art in the areas of visual arts design,
fine arts and applied arts, as well as art appreciation.  Units of
study include visual design, drawing, painting, printmaking
and sculpture. Specific activities and techniques include col-
lage design, still life, animal and portrait drawing, acrylic
painting, relief printing, and metal sculpture. This course of-
fers a broad range of experiences and is intended for fine arts
majors as well as students who have a general art interest.  

Prerequisite:  Art and Design or teacher 
recommendation Grades 10-11-12

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY
Level 3 1 Credit
In this introductory course students will explore the four

major areas of technology: Construction, Communications,
Transportation, and Manufacturing, through a series of proj-
ects and activities. Some of these activities include: Ortho-
graphic (multi-view) drawings, building vehicles, use of
energy, catapults, aerodynamics, hot air balloons, CADD
(Computer Assisted Drafting and Design), fabrication using
brazing, welding, cutting, small gas engines, bridge building,
residential construction, solid fuel rockets and more. These
activities will prepare students for future vocational and recre-
ational pursuits, and explore important concepts and tech-
niques.

No prerequisite Grade 9
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CRAFTS
Level 3 1/2 Credit
This introductory semester-long course enables students to

explore the purpose and meaning of craft in our culture as well
as global cultures. Students explore degrees of form and func-
tion through the use of traditional crafts media: fiber, metals,
glass, paper maché, etc. 
Emphasis is on the development of artistic thinking, skills

and techniques as well as an appreciation and understanding
of contemporary, historic and cultural influences.  There is a
$25 lab fee.

No prerequisite Grades 9-10-11-12

CERAMICS
Level 3 1/2 Credit
This is an introductory study of ceramic techniques, skills

and concepts with an emphasis on artistic exploration.  Stu-
dents will gain experience in the design and construction of
both sculptural and functional forms.  Students will learn to
use the three basic hand building techniques as well as several
glazing and surface treatments.  An introduction to wheel
throwing is available to the serious student outside of class.

No prerequisite Grades 9-10-11-12

MULTIMEDIA 
Level 3                                                                   1/2 Credit

Multimedia is a one-semester Fine Arts course that intro-
duces students to the creation of interactive digital content.
Students will learn to use new media tools and processes to
design web pages, presentations, and explore other real world
applications. Students will apply both the aesthetic and tech-
nical aspects of design for multimedia platforms. Through ex-
periences in Multimedia, students learn to produce, rather than
simply to consume, technology-mediated content. 

Multimedia is an introduction to the Fine and Applied Arts
Department’s New Media sequence of courses leading to fur-
ther study in digital media and processes. 

No prerequisite                                    Grades 9-10-11-12

ANIMATION
Level 3 1 Credit

Animation is a yearlong Fine Arts course that challenges
students to further explore digital media as a tool for creating
original artwork. This course provides students with instruc-
tion and real world experience in various animation tech-
niques, including storyboarding, illustration, model
construction, life drawing, digital video and audio editing, and
more. Students will learn to transfer skills and knowledge of
traditional techniques into digital means of presentation to
communicate ideas.  Animation is a complex process; students
need to demonstrate the ability to adapt to and perform a va-
riety of roles and responsibilities as part of a production team,
which depends on the collaboration of tasks.

Animation is an intermediate level course in the Fine and
Applied Arts Department’s New Media sequence. 

Prerequisite: at least one course in Art & Design, and/or
any Media Arts course

Grades 10-11-12

WEB DESIGN
Level 3 1/2 Credit

Web Design is a one-semester Fine Arts course that chal-
lenges students to further explore emerging digital technolo-
gies in the creation of original and innovative designs for the
Web. This course provides students with advanced instruction
and real world experience in generating and formatting digi-
tal content, including HTML and CSS, graphic design, and
writing for the Web. Emphasis will be placed on students to be
self-reliant, motivated learners in pursuit of planning and re-
alizing complex projects.

Web Design is an intermediate level course in the Fine and
Applied Arts Department’s New Media sequence. 

Prerequisite:  Multimedia                    Grades 10-11-12

ELECTIVES
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3-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN
Level 3 1 Credit

3-Dimensional Design is a special interest course that  
focuses on sculptural form, relief, and architectural design.
Students will explore the principles of 3-dimensional design
through such media as clay, plaster of Paris, metal, wood,
found objects, and paper mache.  This is a very physical
course studying in depth art  using 3-D forms to express artis-
tic concepts and personal content.  There is a $25 lab fee.

No prerequisite Grades 9-10-11-12

PHOTO DESIGN
Level 3 ½ Credit
Photo Design  is a semester-long course in traditional black

and white film photography.  Students study photo history and
terminology, SLR camera controls, lighting requirements, film
processing, and darkroom techniques.  Assignments vary in
order for students to develop technical mastery of a range of
photographic skills, including depth of field, exposure, and
composition.  Throughout this course, students will develop
an appreciation for photography as an art form as well as a vi-
sual means of communication.  There is a $25 lab fee. 
A 35mm film camera is required.
Photo Design is an introductory level course in the Fine and

Applied Arts Department.

No prerequisite Grades 10-11-12

ARTS THROUGH TECHNOLOGY 
Level 3 1 Credit
Arts through Technology is a yearlong Fine Arts course that

challenges students to further explore emerging digital tech-
nologies in the creation of original and innovative work. This
course provides students with advanced instruction and expe-
rience in digital video, sound manipulation, web design, pod-
casting, and other digital media being used by contemporary
artists now. Emphasis will be placed on students to be self-di-
rected, motivated learners in pursuit of realizing complex proj-
ects based on individual interests. Students will explore in
depth the influence of art on technology and technology on
art in a variety of ways as they develop a sense of technolog-
ical media and its possibilities.
Arts through Technology is an advanced level course in the

Fine and Applied Arts Department’s New Media Sequence.  

Prerequisites: at least two media arts courses
Grades 10-11-12

DESIGNING MINDS - H
Level 2 1 Credit
The Designing Minds program has been created to provide

a core experience in general design and model making in
preparation  for the fourth quarter student design portfolio ex-
perience.  Students use popular software to build and design
their photorealistic virtual models.  Drawing and computer
skills are useful for this program, but not required.  
Students experience class-centered design concepts, team-

centered design practicums, and individual focus in a number
of design areas including Alternative Vehicular, Architectural,
Fashion, Interior, and Landscape to name a few. 

No Prerequisite                  Grades 10-11-12

TRANSPORTATION TECHNOLOGY
Level 3 1 Credit
In this full year course, students will explore the main areas

of transportation through a series of projects and activities.
These activities include safety and tools, propulsion and
mouse-trap cars, hydraulics and pneumatics through robotic
arms, automotive repair and diagnosis, including lubrication,
engine performance, brakes, steering and suspension, ignition
and electrical, tire repair and maintenance, mechanical sys-
tems, using energy in transportation, welding and fabrication,
small gas engine diagnosis and repair.

No Prerequisite Grades 10-11-12
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ADVANCED STUDIO H
Level 2 1 Credit

Advanced Studio is an honors course for the serious art
student.  Instruction and assignments build upon previous ex-
perience in Art and Design and Studio.  In addition, intensive
instruction and practice sessions are devoted to drawing from
life through figure drawing and painting for the first semester;
silkscreen and intaglio printing the second semester.  Students
will be required to evaluate their work as well as others’ work.
Investigation of historical developments, exposure to con-
temporary trends, and exploration of careers in art are in-
structional activities, which are integrated within unit
assignments.
As students complete assigned problems, they are expected

to develop a body of work, which reflects imagination, and
continuity of style, feeling or mood.  Additional studio time
will be required beyond the daily class period to achieve this
goal. Departmental open studio support is provided.
To expose students to the expertise of different faculty

members, two instructors will each teach one semester of this
course.

Prerequisite:  2 credits in Art, including Art and Design
and teacher recommendation

Grades 11-12

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES
Level 3 1 Credit
This course is designed to familiarize students with current

construction designs and advanced technological materials
used in the world of construction in both residential and com-
mercial buildings.  Practical application of these principles
will be done with construction of various storage sheds and
garages as well as the set for the FHS plays and musicals. 
Skills and concepts taught include:  safe and proper use of

construction equipment, blueprint reading and construction
layout from the architects’ communication network known as
CAD design, cabinetmaking, and interior trim fundamentals.

No prerequisite Grades 10-11-12

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
Level 3                                                                  1 Credit

Digital Photography is a yearlong Fine Arts course that
introduces students to the study and production of digitally
produced and edited imagery. Students will learn design skills
essential to creating a successful body of work, such as com-
position, exposure, and lighting. Additionally, students will
learn practical digital darkroom skills, such as scanning, edit-
ing, and printing. Students will identify and research an area 
of personal interest to explore over the course of the year and
develop a cohesive body of work based on their on-going,
self-directed inquiry. Students will be expected to take cre-
ative risks and push themselves and their peers to go beyond
the conventional photographic expression that is evident in
mass media imagery.

Digital Photography is an intermediate level course in the
Fine and Applied Arts Department’s “New Media” sequence. 
Course fee:  $25.00.

Prerequisite: Photo Design Grades 11-12

INCLUSIVE ARCHITECTURE DESIGN
Level 3                                                                    1 Credit
This course is designed for anyone interested in architecture

as a career or as a savvy home owner.  This course has a foun-
dation in hand drawing, followed by mechanical drawing in
AutoCad software, which is the industrial standard for Archi-
tects.  Architectural schools will tell you that freehand draw-
ing and sketching are probably the most important courses
that you should take in High School to prepare for a career in
Architecture.  
Students will be learning about house styles, how houses

are constructed and designed; create complex mechanical
drawings and three dimensional house models.  To further
their understanding of architecture, students will be design-
ing and creating models for a 4th quarter school-wide show.

Grades  10-11-12

ADVANCED COURSES
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CONSTRUCTION  INDUSTRIES II
Level 3 1 Credit
This course is designed for a third year of woodworking

experience.  Cabinet construction, millwork, material and ma-
chining practices will be covered during the year.  Students
will design and construct furniture during the course. Students
are expected to gain mastery over contemporary techniques
and practices in cabinet and furniture making.

Prerequisites: Construction or permission of the 
instructor

Grades 11-12

ART IN THE COMMUNITY
(2013-2014 Pilot Capstone Course) 1 Credit
In this course, students will create a body of work that ex-

amines and idea/area of interest in dept through studies, re-
flections and a culminating exhibition within the Farmington
community.  An artist statement that defines the artist’s intent
and new learning throughout the creative process will be in-
cluded as part of the exhibition.  This course meets the re-
quirements of the Capstone Program.  (See page 13 for further
information.)

Prerequisite:  1 full credit in Art
Grade 11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PORTFOLIO
Level 1 1 Credit
With teacher guidance, students compile either a Design or

Drawing Portfolio for AP submission.
AP students will be required to create teacher assigned

Breadth works for their portfolio as home based and class
based assignments until Thanksgiving. From this point you
will develop a concentration for in-depth exploration and cre-
ate 12 new works of art on this theme. You must adhere to the
AP portfolio preparation guidelines, and submit a portfolio for
review by the AP Board. As part of the class, you will also
complete three summer assignments given at the end of the
school  year prior to the class.  Photo students will have a $25
lab fee.

Prerequisite:  3 credits in Art and teacher 
recommendation                                              Grade 12

ALTERNATE ENERGY VEHICULAR DESIGN
Level 3 1 Credit
The Alternate Energy Vehicular Design pro-gram is for any

student grades 11-12.  This program will incorporate conven-
tional automotive theory with a project designed to enable stu-
dents to apply their knowledge of science and math to the
highly technical alternative power applications for the vehi-
cles of the future.  The students in the program will design
and build vehicles that will meet specifications for alternative
energy vehicle challenges sponsored by Electrathon America
competition rules.  The testing and culminating events will be
to enter and drive the vehicles in the Connecticut Electrathon
America road race at Lime Rock Park and National Speed Tri-
als at the Loudon Speedway in New Hampshire. There is a
$30 lab fee.  Visit: http://portal.fpsct.org/fhs/aevd/

Prerequisite:  Transportation Technology or teacher 
approval

Grades 11-12
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BUSINESS EDUCATION

BUSINESS EDUCATION, CAREER EXPLORATION

Today, most careers that offer growth, challenge and earning potential require skills that extend beyond the traditional class-
room.  Strong literacy and communication skills, technical competencies, especially with computers, problem solving, critical
thinking skills and teamwork are all requisites for post-secondary education and employment.  In today’s highly competitive
global marketplace, it is important for students to explore all types of careers and learn valuable real-world skills.

Allied Health Business Education
Registered Nurse Certified Public Accountant
Physical Therapist Financial Analyst
Physician Marketing Representative
Emergency Medical Tech.     E-Commerce Officer

Internships Student Teaching Internship
Microbiology Researcher         Early Childhood Educator
Firefighter Middle School Principal
Social Worker Special Education Teacher
Office Manager School Administrator
Artist

Food Service
Chef
Events Planner
Caterer
Hotel & Restaurant Manager
Clinical Dietitian

OFFICE APPLICATIONS
Level 3                                                                  ½ Credit

Using Microsoft Office, students learn comprehensive
computer applications.  Students will spend half of the course
becoming familiar with Microsoft Excel, learning techniques
to manage, format, chart and analyze data.  The second half of
the course will examine Microsoft Word, Access and Power-
Point.  Advanced skills in creating queries, forms, reports and
presentations will be taught focusing on proper business ap-
plications and statistical analysis.
Prerequisite:  None                                 Grades 9-10-11-12

ACCOUNTING I
Level 3 ½ Credit
In this one semester course, students learn the double-entry

accounting cycle for a sole proprietorship and corporation.
Students prepare journals, ledgers and statements.  Students
use computers for selected assignments.  Through this course,
students become familiar with the language of business.  Sev-
eral computerized accounting simulations will be completed
by students. Preparation of basic Federal Income Tax forms
will be covered.
Prerequisite:  None Grades 10-11-12

ACCOUNTING II
Level 3 ½  Credit
Students who intend to make accounting their career or in-

tend to pursue accounting in college will benefit from this
course.  In addition to notes, depreciation, inventory, payroll
and other adjustments, the voucher system, partnerships and
corporation accounting are part of this course.  Students use
computers as an integral part of the curriculum.
Prerequisite:  Accounting I                     Grades 11-12

MARKETING
Level 3 ½ Credit
Marketing is a coordinated system of business activities,

which relies on the performance of people.  Students will learn
how to sell, price, buy, finance, and develop advertising for 
various types of businesses.  Merchandising techniques used
in business, including channels of distribution and free eco-
nomic marketing, will also be discussed. 
Prerequisite:  None Grades 11-12

COMPREHENSIVE BUSINESS TOPICS H
Level 2 1 Credit
This course is a comprehensive and accelerated business

course intended for students who wish to acquire business
skills and knowledge in a short period of time.  It will provide
a sound base in business for achievement at the collegiate 
level.  Topics covered include international business, business
law, management, economics, accounting, entrepreneurship,
communications, business organization, taxes, and finance.
Students will have the opportunity preview all potential busi-
ness majors, participate in many group and computer-based
activities, develop presentation skills, examine ethical ques-
tions and form a mock start-up company.

Grade 12
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PERSONAL FINANCE
Level 3                                                               ½ credit
This single semester course focuses on life skills in per-

sonal financial management.  Students will learn about the ba-
sics of taxes, saving, spending, borrowing money, insurance,
checking accounts (debit cards) and portfolio management.
This course uses interesting and contemporary learning mate-
rials that will teach students to identify and prioritize their per-
sonal money management goals, develop a budget, track their
income and spending to stay within their budget, comprehend
the impact of time on the value of money, understand the cost
of using credit and protect their assets as they begin to accu-
mulate money.  In addition, students will develop computer
and research skills, participate in the stock market game and
complete real-life simulations.
Prerequisite:  None                                       Grades 11-12

E-COMMERCE ENTREPRENEURSHIP H 
1 Credit

Students will develop their entrepreneurial, web devel-
opment, and marketing skills in this innovative course that
allows them to create and develop all aspects of a mock
company.  Students will create a product or service, develop
a business plan, create a company website, and design all
the marketing tools.  During the course of the year students
will have a chance to develop and use collaboration, com-
munication, leadership, and project management skills.
Completion of Marketing and/or Web Design is suggested,
but not required.  This course meets the requirements of the
Capstone Program.  (See page 13 for further information.

Grades 11-12

HEALTH CAREERS
COLLABORATIVE PROGRAM

Level 3 2 Credits
This program is for juniors and seniors who are interested

in gaining knowledge of allied health occupations, i.e., nurs-
ing, histology, pathology, physical and occupational therapy,
x-ray technicians, etc.  Students attend class and clinicals at
Hartford and St. Francis Hospitals with transportation being
provided by the school.  Five students from FHS will be se-
lected to participate in the program along with students from
the greater Hartford area.  They will attend periods 1-6 at FHS

and then be transported to the hospitals for the Health
class/clinical each day.  Interested students should obtain an
application from their guidance counselor.

Prerequisite: Recommendation by guidance counselor and
approval by Health Careers Collaborative Board Mem-
bers

Grades 11-12

CAPSTONE EDUCATION INTERNSHIP
1 Credit

This course is designed for students interested in explor-
ing the teaching profession.  Students will be placed with a
mentor teacher at a school within the Farmington district.
Four days a week, the student intern will work in the class-
room helping the mentor teacher with planning, instruction
and assessment.  Early in the semester each student will spend
a full day shadowing his/her mentor teacher to increase un-
derstanding of the broader responsibilities of a classroom
teacher.  One day a week, students will meet with their fellow
interns to present their week’s work.  The classroom assign-
ments include several written reflections, an introduction to
their class, a small research assignment and a digital portfolio
of their experience, including an overview of one of their les-
sons.  This course meets the requirements of the Capstone Pro-
gram.  (See page 13 for furthr information.)

Prerequisite: A serious interest in entering the teaching
profession and recommendation by guidance counselor

Grade 12

CAREER EXPLORATION 
PROGRAMS
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ENGLISH

English courses in high school can lead you to opportunities in every career cluster.  What kinds of organizations hire 
people with strong English skills and talents? What type of work might you find if you major in English?

Business Education
Sales and Marketing Manager English Teacher
Public Relations Officer                  Theater Arts Teacher
E-commerce Coordinator                Journalism Teacher
Technical Writer College Professor
Training and Development 
Consultant 

Government
Attorney
Paralegal Assistant
Public Administrator
Grant Writer
Speech Writer

Print/Web Media Theater, Television & Film
and Publishing Actor

Editor Author
Journalist Screenwriter
News Writer Producer
Press Secretary Events Manager
Webmaster Creative Consultant

Aligned with Farmington’s K-12 Language Arts Standards, the Farmington High School English department
program emphasizes the reciprocal nature of reading and writing, and strives to fulfill the Farmington Public
Schools five-Year Goal in English and Language Arts:  All students will improve their abilities to read, analyze,
interpret, discuss, and create texts in a wide range of genre and to communicate clearly and effectively for a va-
riety of purposes and audiences.  The department’s mission is to prepare students to live meaningful lives as pro-
ductive and literate citizens by improving their abilities to think, read, write, and speak effectively.
Opportunities to meet the Farmington literacy requirements for graduation include meeting standard on the

CAPT Reading or Writing Across the Disciplines during sophomore year, the Farmington Literacy Proficiency
Assessment or CAPT re-take during junior year, or the Literacy Portfolio class senior year.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS

1.   Students will acquire knowledge of sounds, letters, words, and the conventions of language to 
use in all literacy work.

2.   Students will use strategies to sustain meaning within the text.

3.   Students will use strategies to expand meaning beyond the text.

4.   Students will use strategies to think critically about text.

5.   Students will use recursive processes to compose text.

6.   Students will apply the traits of writing to analyze and compose text.

7.   Students will study the craft of writing to effectively compose text in a variety of genre.
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ENGLISH 100
Level 3                                                             1 Credit
What do effective readers and writers do? What does liter-

ature reveal about what it means to be a human being, about
the tensions between individuals and groups, and about the
importance of empathy? Why do we read and write literature,
and how do authors create meaning? These are the overarch-
ing essential questions students explore in English 100, an in-
troduction to the basic essential reading and writing
understandings and skills required to be successful in high
school English and to meet standard on standardized assess-
ments. Throughout the year, students read and write for a va-
riety of purposes, including personal narrative, literary
analysis, response to literature, research, and persuasion. Texts
include Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, Shakespeare’s Romeo
and Juliet, Wiesel’s Night and a variety of short stories, non-
fiction texts and poetry. 

No prerequisite Grade 9

ENGLISH 100 H
Level 2 1 Credit
English 100H is a foundation honors course where students

explore the human condition as presented in literature and de-
velop skills necessary to be successful in high school English
and on the CAPT, SAT and AP exams. Students read, analyze,
and write about complex texts in a variety of genres including
contemporary and Victorian fiction, Shakespearean poetry and
drama, classical and modern poetry and non-fiction. Students
will analyze basic rhetorical strategies in order to write per-
suasively as well as conduct research. Students will also ex-
plore the fundamentals of creative writing, particularly the use
of poetic device and structure, and will learn to construct clear
and arguable thesis statements in a variety of forms and then
support their arguments with strong and relevant evidence in-
cluding selection and incorporation of direct quotation and
paraphrase. Texts include Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men,Dick-
ens’ A Tale of Two Cities and Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.

No prerequisite Grade 9

ENGLISH 200
Level 3 1 Credit
How does literature help us explore the struggle between

being an individual and being a member of the community?
This overarching essential question is explored and examined,
throughout the course of the year by using a variety of texts
and personal reflections.  By responding to literature in writ-
ing and discussion, students will strengthen their analytical
skills.   Students will learn and use a variety of reading strate-
gies, allowing them to become more critical readers.  Students
will also learn the elements of persuasion and how to use per-
suasion effectively in creating an argument based upon re-
search.  Students will use persuasive elements in creating
Animoto videos to persuade other students to read a particu-
lar book for independent reading.  Vocabulary development
and preparation for the CAPT are important on-going activi-
ties of this class.   Texts include Alexie’s The Absolutely True
Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Simon’s Brighton Beach Mem-
oirs, Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird, a variety of independent
reading books, short stories, and poetry. 

Prerequisite:  English 100 and teacher recommendation
Grade 10

ENGLISH 200 H
Level 2 1 Credit
This honors course challenges students to analyze how au-

thors communicate ideas about human nature: whether we are
innately good or evil and how a variety of forces influence
our daily decisions. Using a variety of genre, including nov-
els, plays, poems and films, students will critically analyze
how writers convey a message about our inherent humanity.
By studying historical, allegorical, and Shakespearean litera-
ture, students will develop interpretations and apply the traits
of writing to analytical essays. With each major work of liter-
ature, students will articulate in speaking and writing their in-
terpretation of the author’s thesis about human nature.
Students will be able to articulate each author’s philosophy,
while analyzing how the literary craft employed in each work
enhances meaning, and will eventually develop their own phi-
losophy of human nature. Texts include Lee’s To Kill a Mock-
ing Bird, Golding’s Lord of the Flies, Bradbury’s Fahrenheit
451, Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front, Shake-
speare’s Macbeth and a variety of shorter texts. 

Prerequisite:  English 100 H and/or teacher 
recommendation Grade 10
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AMERICAN LITERATURE
Level 3 1 Credit
The purpose of this course is to engage students in an

exploration of the American identity through analyzing a
variety of American texts (literature, poetry, non-fiction,
film, music, etc.) and to improve students as critical
thinkers and effective communicators through multiple and
varied reading and writing tasks. Students will analyze how
authors respond to the opportunities and challenges of our
nation’s history, how they both reflect and shape the Amer-
ican identity as it has evolved, and how they effectively
persuade their audiences. Ultimately, by reading, ques-
tioning, and creating a diversity of texts, students will be
able to determine their role as readers, writers, thinkers,
citizens and consumers and producers of texts in Ameri-
can society. Students will develop their understanding of
how American literature reflects and shapes an American
identity while developing their reading, writing, speaking,
viewing, and analyzing skills toward articulating answers
to the overarching course Essential Questions.

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation            
Grade 11

AMERICAN LITERATURE H
Level 2 1 Credit
Throughout this honors level course, students will study
and explore what it means to be American by analyzing
and evaluating how American texts portray the American
identity, the tensions between the individual and American
society and perspectives on the American dream. Students
will use authentic historic documents, fiction and non-fic-
tion literature, poetry, music, radio and television broad-
casts, internet sources, and each other as resources to
explore American cultural perspectives. Students will be
able to distinguish between each author’s purpose by ana-
lyzing the literary craft in each work and how it enhances
meaning. Examining and composing a variety of writing
genres, including: narrative, expository, rhetorical and cre-
ative, students will articulate answers to the overarching
course Essential Questions.  Texts include Twain’s The Ad-
ventures of Huckleberry Finn, Hurston’s Their Eyes Were
Watching God, Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, Miller’s The
Crucible, Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye, Hansbury’s A
Raisin in the Sun and a variety of poetry, short 
stories,speeches and historical documents.

Prerequisite:  English 200H and/or teacher 
recommendation Grade 11

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
& COMPOSITION

Level 1                                                             1 Credit
Effective skills in analytical reading, persuasive writing,

civil discourse and synthesis are essential both to rich and
rewarding lives as readers and writers and to a healthy
democracy; AP English Language prepares 11th graders
to become “effective citizen rhetoricians” (College-
board.com). Throughout the course, students improve in
their ability to think, read, write, speak, and present effec-
tively, critically, analytically and persuasively in a variety
of purposes and genre and for a variety of audiences. As
students journey toward this goal along the road of Amer-
ican literature, they will also be able to synthesize and ar-
ticulate what “American” means, as revealed in a wide
variety of non-fiction, fiction, poetic, dramatic, and visual
texts. 

Prerequisite:  English 200H and/or Teacher 
recommendation Grade 11

CONTEMPORARY LITERARY TEXTS
Level 3                       1 Credit
This course examines contemporary values and beliefs

expressed through a variety of texts. This class is struc-
tured to encourage open-mindedness and flexibility in con-
temporary poetry, contemporary novels and plays
exploring family and society, comedy and humor.
Throughout the course, students will concentrate on vo-
cabulary development, literary analysis and a research
paper will be required.  

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation           Grade 12
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WORLD LITERATURE H    
Level 2                                                           1 Credit
Through a variety of texts, students will explore several dif-

ferent cultures to examine how and why humans have at-
tempted to understand their purpose, bring meaning to their
lives, and convey their experiences. The course encourages
students to think critically about the world and clearly com-
municate their understandings and beliefs through reading and
writing about literature, independent reading and research, and
personal reflection. Students will critically read a variety of
texts, including texts of their own choosing, and process their
understandings of text through critical analysis, creative writ-
ing, and self-reflection. In addition to texts such as George
Orwell’s Nineteen Eight Four, Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall
Apart, and Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner, among oth-
ers, students will explore a variety of contemporary texts
through guided discussion and through independent reading
and research.
Prerequisite:  American Literature H and/or teacher 
recommendation         Grade 12

BRITISH LITERATURE H
Level 2                                                                   1 Credit
Through a variety of texts, including those of their own

choosing, British Literature H asks students to identify and
explore why this particular genre has emerged as a corner-
stone of Western writing and thought. Featured works include
Beowulf, Frankenstein, Romantic and Victorian poetry, The
Canterbury Tales,Hamlet, and A Clockwork Orange. Through
a variety of reading, writing, and performance tasks, includ-
ing an independent research project, students will ultimately
answer the overarching essential question for the course: How
does British literature contribute to the evolution of English?
Prerequisite:  American Literature H and/or teacher 
recommendation                                            Grade 12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 
LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

Level 1                       1 Credit
This course is for seniors who have demonstrated high ac-

ademic achievement, strong skills in written expression and
literary analysis, and a strong interest in the area of English.
It is designed to provide challenging instruction on a college
level and to prepare students for the A.P. English Literature
examination, which may lead to credit for or placement in
higher-level college English courses. In order to gain skill in
the critical analysis of literature, students will study represen-
tative works from several genres: the novel, short story,
drama, poetry, and the essay. The study of language and com-
position will be an integral part of all units. 

Prerequisite:  A.P. English Language/ American Litera-
ture H/and teacher recommendation          Grade 12

LITERACY PORTFOLIO
Level 3 ½ Credit

This course is a one-semester program designed for stu-
dents who have not met the literacy standard for graduation.
Students will be taught a variety of comprehension strategies
to improve their critical reading skills. Students will read and
analyze a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts to read ac-
curately for information and to develop interpretations of the
texts. Students will also learn how to relate these texts to
themes of human nature or to show how these texts address
universal ideas. This course will also concentrate on the es-
sential writing skills students need to be effective writers. For
successful completion of this course, students will need to
demonstrate that they can read critically and communicate ef-
fectively through various forms of writing.
Note: This course will be taken in addition to the student’s
regular 12th grade English course. 

Prerequisite: Students not meeting the FHS literacy 
standard for graduation                          Grade 12

LITERACY LAB
1/4  Credit

Literacy Lab is a course designed for students who are
reading one to two grade levels below standard and are expe-
riencing difficulty successfully completing reading and writ-
ing assignments in core courses. The primary goal of Literacy
Lab is to accelerate each student’s growth as an independent
reader and writer.  In small group settings of no more than
eight students, the course will:

•   Teach essential reading and writing strategies to help 
students become confident, independent learners.

•   Allow students time to practice and refine their 
reading  and writing skills with frequent feedback and 
guidance.

•   Provide differentiated instruction based on assessment
results and adapt instruction to meet students’ needs.

•   Monitor student progress regularly and re-teach as 
necessary.

Students who consistently demonstrate the independent
use of reading and writing strategies to improve their under-
standing of text will be given the option to exit the program
after one semester. Students will be required to enroll in a sec-
ond semester of Literacy Lab if they do not meet the exit cri-
teria. Students will earn a ¼ credit each semester they are
enrolled in Literacy Lab.

Prerequisite: Identified Students
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LITERACY WORKSHOP
Level 3                                                                  1 Credit
Reading Workshop is an intensive, required course for

students who are identified for additional reading support
based on standardized test scores, performance in content
area classes, and teacher recommendation.  The primary
goal of Reading Workshop is to accelerate each student’s
growth as a reader.  Students will receive personalized in-
struction based on individual need.  Progress will be mon-
itored and shared with classroom teachers.  Students in this
class will have opportunities to: 

•   Choose texts of personal interest for independent 
reading.

•   Read interesting texts at an appropriate (independent) 
reading level.

•   Learn and utilize reading strategies to think about and
make meaning of text before, while and after reading.

•   Write and talk about their thinking to aid their compre-
hension of text.

•   View reading as pleasurable and as a valuable source 
of  information about the world.

•   Spend a significantly greater amount of time  reading. 

This course does not count towards the English 
requirement for graduation.                         Grades 9-10

ELECTIVE COURSES
(The following courses do not satisfy graduation

requirements for English.)

THEATRE  I
Level 2 or 3               ½ Credit
Theatre I is a one-semester course that is a prerequisite

to further course work in theatre. The course emphasizes
the development of basic acting skills needed for students
to appear on stage as well as an understanding of how other
elements—sound, costume, arrangement of space, and stag-
ing—communicate meaning in theatre. Voice, movement,
and acting exercises develop focus, creativity, spontaneity,
trust, teamwork and self-reflection while more formal proj-
ects teach the essentials of creating characters and devel-
oping original scenes. Theatre terminology is incorporated
throughout the course so students learn the vocabulary nec-
essary for continued work in theatre. Students keep an
actor’s notebook throughout the semester in which they re-
flect on their own progress and critique performances. 
Level 2 students should be prepared to undertake addi-

tional assignments.

No prerequisite. Grades 9-10-11-12
This course satisfies the fine arts requirement.

THEATRE II H
Level 2                                                                ½ Credit
Theatre II H is a one-semester course for more serious

theatre students. Text work on scenes from existing plays is
the main work of the class with some improvisational tech-
niques used in rehearsals. All students explore and take on
the many responsibilities of the actor and director in re-
hearsal and performance. Students will be expected to read
plays, analyze text, and actualize their ideas in well-re-
hearsed performances of scenes. One of the culminating
projects is an evening performance for a public audience
and students should be prepared to commit to some re-
hearsal time outside of class. The ability to work as a mem-
ber of a creative team on challenging projects is an essential
ingredient for success in the class. Students keep an actor’s
notebook throughout the semester in which they reflect on
their own progress and critique performances. 

Prerequisite:  Theatre I                      Grades 9-10-11-12
This course satisfies the fine arts requirement.

SPECIALIZED PERFORMANCE 
STUDIES

Level 2 ½ Credit
Specialized Performance Studies is a one-semester

course offered once per year and requires Theatre I and
Theatre II as prerequisites. Each year this class will exam-
ine the theatre of a particular style, period, or playwright
with an emphasis on its unique features as well as its rela-
tionship to historical context. Students will create a mini-
production, which reflects the particular topic being
studied. When possible, the yearly topic will align with a
chosen production at a professional theatre company so that
viewing a relevant production becomes part of the curricu-
lum. Because the focus each year will be different, students
can repeat the course.

Prerequisite:  Theatre I and Theatre II   
Grades 10-11-12

This course satisfies the Fine Arts requirement.
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PLAY PRODUCTION LABORATORY
Level 2 ½ Credit

Students will receive credit for participation in theatre
productions. For the actor, it demands the analysis of text,
decision-making about character, commitment to rehearsal
time, and grace and concentration during performance.
Throughout rehearsal, students have to learn their lines and
blocking and work cooperatively with other actors and the
director. Those involved with the technical elements of the
play have to apply those same intelligences to bring to life
the visual and aural world of the play. Students will also
have the opportunity to stage-manage. All roles require a
commitment to after school rehearsal time. Students must
audition in the fall for the play and the musical

Prerequisite: Theatre I and Theatre II
Grades 9-10-11-12

This course satisfies the fine arts requirement.

WRITERS’ WORKSHOP H
Level 2 ½ Credit

Writer’s Workshop is a one-semester course offered to
sophomores, juniors and seniors who have a particular in-
terest or talent in examining the potential of writing as a
means of exploration, investigation, expression, creativity,
and communication. Students in Writers’ Workshop will be
provided the time to engage in daily writing practice. The
course will emphasize building the confidence necessary for
writers to participate in writing competitions and to submit
works for publication. Since there is a heavy writing re-
quirement, students should be self-motivated. Students will
write journals, memoirs, biographies, fictional pieces,
poems, interview, plays, and essays. 

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation      
Grades 10-11-12

JOURNALISM H
Level 2 1 Credit
Journalism is a full-year course designed for students who

are interested in writing for publication and can work inde-
pendently. It offers concentrated study in news writing and
production, and fosters the development of critical thinking
skills. Since there is a heavy writing requirement, students
should be self-motivated and willing to work collaboratively
with other students in contributing to the school’s newspa-
per. Students should feel confident with their writing skills
before taking this course. 
In addition to enhancing writing and editing skills, this

course will improve students’ abilities to question intelli-
gently, to substantiate arguments, and to consider ethical
questions related to journalism.

Areas of writing emphasized are news, features, inter-
views, sports, editorials, critical reviews, current events, as-
pects of layout, photography, and headline writing. 

Students work with specialized software in producing
regular editions of the high school newspaper, The Voice.
For editors, this course requires after school participation in
the production of the newspaper. 

Prerequisite:  Teacher  recommendation  
Limited enrollment                                Grades 10-11-12

ADVANCED JOURNALISM
(2013-2014 Pilot Capstone Course)              1 Credit
Advanced journalism is designed for students interested

in exploring journalism in the 21st Century.  Candidates will
write a proposal focusing on a particular passion related to
journalism.  These proposals may provide candidates with
the opportunity to build connections with the community,
reach out to professional news organizations, participate in
internships, publish in professional journals and/or conduct
in-dept research.  All capstone candidates will also be ex-
pected to take a leadership role in the production and public
distribution of the newspaper - either in print or electronic
form.  Capstone students who choose to be edictors will also
be highly involved in using the professional layout program
QuarkXPress to do layout and copyediting.  This course
meets the requirements of the Capstone Program.  
(See page 12 for further information.)

Prerequisite:   At least one year of Journalism
Grades 11-12



30

MATHEMATICS

Critical thinking, analyzing, reasoning, problem-solving, modeling, and communication are es-
sential skills that are developed through the study of mathematics at the secondary level.  Whether plans
for the future lead toward a four-year college, a two-year college, or directly to the world of work, a strong
foundation in mathematics is crucial to achieving these goals. You are encouraged to focus on successful
completion of your required three years of mathematics.  Additionally, you are encouraged to include a sen-
ior math elective as well.

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics courses in high school are the basis for developing the financial skills that are criti-
cal in any business environment.  If you choose to major in math in college, you will find many ca-
reers open to you, especially in the following career clusters: Business and Finance, Health and
Biosciences, Construction Technologies and Design, Environmental, Natural Resources and Agri-
cultural, and Technologies: Manufacturing, Communication and Repair. 

What kinds of organizations hire people with strong math skills and talents?  What type of work
might you find if you major in math?

Computer Industry
Database Development

Computer Applications Engineer
Software Designer
Programmer

Computer Technician

Engineering
Aerospace Engineer
Electrical Engineer
Mechanical Engineer
Photonics Engineering - 

(Fiberoptics, telecommunications)

Education
Elementary Teacher
Secondary Teacher
College Professor

Financial and Insurance Institutions
Systems Analyst
Financial Planner 
Accountant
Actuary

Underwriter

Government
Auditor
Researcher

Public Relations

Healthcare
Physical Therapist
Biostatistician

Health Policy Consultant

Retail
Technical Sales

Business Development
Buyer

Sales and Marketing 
Manager
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The Essential Understandings in Mathematics

As a result of a K-12 education in Farmington, students will acquire the following essential understandings in mathematics:
1. Algebraic Reasoning:  Patterns and Functions. Patterns and functional relationships can be represented and

analyzed using a variety of strategies, tools and technologies.
2. Numerical and Proportional Reasoning. Quantitative relationships can be expressed numerically in

multiple ways in order to make connections and simplify calculations using a variety of strategies, tools
and technologies.

3. Geometry and Measurement. Shapes and structures can be analyzed, visualized, measured and transformed
using a variety of strategies, tools and technologies.

4. Working with Data:  Probability and Statistics. Data can be analyzed to make informed decisions using a
variety of strategies, tools and technologies.

Typical Math Pathways - Grades 6-12

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Math 6 Math 7 Math 8 Algebra 1
(L3)

Geometry(L3) Integrated 
Math III (L3)

Precalculus (L3)
Statistics (L3)

Elements of Algebra and Trig. (L3)
Math Portfolio

Math 6 PreAlgebra
7

Algebra I Geometry
(L3)

Geometry H
(L2)

Integrated Math III (L3)

Algebra 2H (L2)

Precalculus (L3)
Precalculus H (L2)

Elements of Algebra & Trig
(L3)

AP Calculus AB (L1)
AP Calculus BC (L1)

Statistics (L3)
AP Statistics (L1)
Math Portfolio

PreAlgebra
7

(accelerated)

Algebra I
(accelerated)

Geometry H Algebra 2H Precalculus H (L2)
Precalculus (L3)

AP Calculus AB (L1)
AP Calculus BC (L1)
AP Statistics (L1)

AP Calculus AB (L1)
AP Calculus BC (L1)

Statistics (L3)
AP Statistics (L1)

L1 = Level 1 L2 = Level 2 L3 = Level 3

Successful completion of Algebra I in Grade 7 or 8 is a prerequisite for Physics 9H in Grade 9.
Successful completion of Integrated Math I satisfies the prerequisite for honors level science courses in Grade 10.
Integrated Math I, II and III replaces Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II at Level 3.  This sequence includes all major topics in 
Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II as well as topics in probability and statistics and discrete mathematics.  Successful completion of         
this sequence prepared students for advanced college preparatory courses including Precalculus, AP Statistics, and AP Calculus.
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ALGEBRA 1
Level 3 1 Credit
This course is the first high school course in mathematics.

Its focus is on linear, exponential, and quadratic functions.
Students develop fluency analyzing, writing, and interpreting
equations and inequalities.  They learn how to analyze data,
use modeling techniques to solve problems, use function no-
tation, and define domain and range values for theoretical and
real world applications.

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation         Grades 9-10

GEOMETRY
Level 3 1 Credit
This course formalizes and extends students’ geometric expe-

rience.  Topics include triangle congruence, quadrilaterals, simi-
larity, geometric construction, inductive and deductive proof,
perimeter, area and volume of polygons, Pythagorean theorem,
special right triangle relationships, circles, and coordinate geom-
etry.  In addition, students will learn about probability, including
theoretical and experimental probabilities, using geometric prob-
ability models, and solving problems involving probability.

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 Grades 9-10-11

INTEGRATED MATH 3
Level 3                                                                    1 Credit
This course is the third in a series of three integrated math

courses. Completion of the three-year sequence prepares stu-
dents for Precalculus. The course will develop and extend top-
ics in algebra and functions, geometry and trigonometry,
statistics and probability, and discrete mathematics. The
course emphasizes mathematical modeling through data col-
lection, representation, prediction, and simulation. 

Prerequisite: Integrated Math 2
Grades 10-11-12

GEOMETRY H
Level 2                                                                    1 Credit
This course formalizes and extends students’geometric ex-

perience.  Topics include triangle congruence, quadrilaterals,
similarity, geometric construction, inductive and deductive
proof, perimeter area and volume of polygons, Pythagorean
theorem, special right triangle relationship, circles and coor-
dinate geometry.  In addition, students will learn about prob-
ability, including theoretical and experimental probabilities,
using geometric probability models, and solving problems in-
volving probability.

Prerequisite:  Algebra I and teacher recommendation
Grades 9-10

ALGEBRA 2H
Level 2                                                                   1 Credit
This course formalizes and extends students’ algebra ex-

perience.  Topics include functions and relations, linear and
quadratic functions, inverse functions, trigonometry, systems
of linear equations and inqualities, exponential and logarith-
mic functions, rational functions, complex numbers, and conic
sections.

Prerequisite:  Geometry H and teacher recommendation
Grades 9-10-11-12

STATISTICS
Level 3                                                                   1 Credit
This project-oriented course extends concepts from prior

courses in probability and statistics.  Topics include funda-
mental probability theory, types of distribution, graph theory,
randomness, applications of the normal curve, data collection
and analysis, and regression analysis.

Prerequisite: Precalculus or Geometry B/Algebra 2BH
or Integrated Math 3                                         

Grade 12

ELEMENTS OF ALGEBRA AND
TRIGONOMETRY

Level 3 1 Credit
This course is offered for students who need review of basic

concepts in algebra. In addition, the course includes an intro-
duction to trigonometry and applications. Students should
consider taking this course if performance in Integrated Math
3 was below standard. This course is not intended for students
who met standard in Integrated Math 3.

Prerequisite:  Integrated Math 3 and teacher 
recommendation Grades 11-12
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PRECALCULUS
Level 3 1 Credit
This course is a challenging introduction to advanced math-

ematical study.  Students will develop understanding of the
concepts through problem-solving, and communication. Top-
ics of study include linear, exponential, logarithmic, trigono-
metric, parametric, polynomial and rational functions.  In
addition, students will study circles, ellipses, hyperbolas and
parabolas, as well as an introduction to limits.  This course is
intended to prepare students for success in either A.P. Calcu-
lus – AB, A.P. Statistics, or Statistics.

Prerequisite: Integrated Math 3 or 
Geometry B/Algebra II BH                   Grades 10-11-12

PRECALCULUS H
Level 2 1 Credit

This course is a challenging preparation for the study of
A.P. Calculus - BC.  Emphasis is placed on advanced analy-
tical problem-solving.  Students apply analytical, graphical
and numeric methods of solving problems.  Topics include al-
gebraic, rational trigonometric, polar, parametric, exponential
and logarithmic functions.  Additional concepts include sys-
tems, sequences and series, conics, complex numbers, vec-
tors, and an introduction to limits.

Prerequisite:  Geometry B/Algebra 2BH (at least 85%)
and teacher recommendation

Grades 10-11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS
Level 1                                                                 1 Credit
This course is intended for students whose interests lie in

not only mathematics, but also in the social, physical and life
sciences. Topics include exploratory data analysis, summa-
rizing distributions of univariate data, comparisons of uni-
variate data sets, exploring bivariate data, exploring
categorical data, an overview of methods of data collection,
planning an conducting surveys, designing simulations confi-
dence intervals, and confirming models of statistical infer-
ence. Students who enroll in the course will be expected to
take the A.P. Statistics exam in the spring. 

Prerequisite: Precalculus or Precalculus H 
Grades 10-11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
CALCULUS – AB

Level 1                                                                   1 Credit
This course is intended for students who have a thorough

understanding of college preparatory mathematics, including
algebra, analytic geometry, trigonometry, and precalculus.
Students apply analytical, graphical, and numerical methods
to solve problems.  Topics include limits and continuity, de-
rivatives and integrals and their applications.  This course is
the equivalent of one semester of college calculus.  Students
are expected to take the A.P. Calculus exam in the spring.

Prerequisite:  Precalculus or Precalculus H
Grades 11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
CALCULUS – BC

Level 1                                                                    1 Credit
This course is intended for students who have a thorough

understanding of college preparatory mathematics, including
algebra, analytic geometry, trigonometry, and precalculus.
Students apply analytical, graphical, and numerical methods
to solve problems.  Topics include limits and continuity, de-
rivatives and integrals and their applications.  This course is
the equivalent of two semesters of college calculus.  Students
are expected to take the A.P. Calculus exam in the spring.

Prerequisite:  Precalculus H                       Grades 11-12

MATH PORTFOLIO
Level 3                                                              ½ Credit
This course is required for all seniors who have not met the

FHS performance standard in mathematics.  The four essen-
tial understandings in mathematics are reviewed in depth with
special emphasis on individual area of weakness.

Note: This course is taken in addition to the three math
courses required for graduation.

Prerequisite:  Seniors who have not yet met the FHS math
performance standard for graduation.

Grade 12
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MUSIC

The mission of the Farmington High School Music Department is to improve students’ abilities to com-
municate independently through the musical processes of performing, creating, and responding in a vari-
ety of genre and audiences.  These acquired skills are apparent in reading, notating, analyzing, and
evaluating music.  The intent is to prepare students to become citizens who participate fully in a diverse,
global society and who understand their own historical and cultural heritage and those of others, within and
beyond their communities, through music.
To realize this mission, the department offers a rigorous, relevant curriculum that provides students with

multiple and varied opportunities to perform high quality music literature that stimulates the musical
processes of creating, performing, and responding.  Students analyze, question, and evaluate ideas within
the musical works, assume partnership and leadership roles in the classroom and community, engage in col-
laborative and individual inquiry into the elements of high quality texts developing the habits of thinking
musicians.

U.S. Employers rate creativity and innovation among the top five skills that will increase in impor-
tance in the workforce.  The demand for creative workers is expected to increase as U.S. firms pursue in-
novation.  The Conference Board of the Americans for the Arts and the American Association of School
Administrators stated that 97% of the superintendents in this study say that music electives develop cre-
ativity with collaboration in high school students.

Music Courses in high school can lead you to opportunities in many career clusters.  What kinds of
organizations and types of work involve creativity and innovation?

Contemporary Writing
 and Production

Business and Management Production 
and Engineering

Education/Health Care

Producer
Entertainer
Film Scorer
Arranger
Conductor
Media Composer
Music Critic

Advertising
Booking Agent
Music Publisher
Professional Manager
Tour Coordinator
Concert Promoter
Arts Administrator

Studio Manager
Program Director
Music Sequencer
Recording Engineer
Radio Promoter

Music Therapist
Music Teacher
College Professor
Community Health Director
Geriatric Activities Director
Professional Accompanist
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The Essential Understandings in Music
As a result of the K-12 education in Farmington, students will acquire the following Essential Under- 
standings in music.

1. The three ways of experiencing music are by creating, performing, and responding.
--  creating is the process of inventing music.
--  performing is the act of making music.
--  responding is the process of listening, analyzing, describing, and evaluating music.

2. Specific musical knowledge and skills must be acquired to create, perform, and/or respond to
music.

3. Music is a distinct form of communication.
4. Music is a means of self-expression.
5. Music uniquely illuminates the culture in which it is produced.
6. Music is related to other disciplines.
7. An appreciation of music allows people to realize how music can influence their lives.

CONCERT BAND
Level 3 1 Credit
Concert band is offered to all students with previous expe-

rience on a traditional band instrument.  Continued emphasis
is given to the development of musicianship and basic skills
through a large repertoire of appropriate level band literature.

In addition to Concert Band, students may participate in
marching band activities for the home football games and the
Memorial Day parades.  Student involvement in concert and
performance activities will be part of the grading process for
this course.  Periodically there are special events, rehearsals or
concerts during non-school hours.  Participation in such ac-
tivities is an essential extension of the requirements. An in-
strumental class is part of this course offering.

Prerequisite:  Instrumental proficiency as determined by
placement audition.                              Grades 9-10-11-12

SYMPHONIC BAND H
Level 2                                                                     1 Credit
Symphonic Band is offered to all students with experience

on a traditional band instrument.  Continued emphasis is given
to the development of musicianship through orchestral tran-
scriptions and a challenging repertoire appropriate for an en-
semble of  90-120 musicians.

In addition to Symphonic Band, students may participate
in marching band activities for the home football games and
the Memorial Day parades.  Student involvement in concert
and performance activities is part of the grading process for
this course.  Periodically there are special events, rehearsals or
concerts during non-school hours.  Participation in such ac-
tivities is an essential extension of classroom learning and, as 
such, is a mandatory part of the course requirements.  The ma-
jority of after-hour rehearsals will take place during Septem-
ber and October, during marching band season.  These
rehearsals will be held from 5:30-7:30 p.m., once a week.
An instrumental class is part of this course offering. 

Prerequisite:  Instrumental proficiency as determined by
placement audition.                              Grades 9-10-11-12

JAZZ BAND H
Level  2 ½ Credit
Jazz Band is a select instrumental organization.  Students

learn the techniques of swing, jazz and popular style music.
Since rehearsals and performances are held outside of the
school day, attendance at these activities is a required part of
the course.  

Prerequisite:  Teacher permission/audition. Wind players
must be enrolled in the band program.

Grades 9-10-11-12
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WIND ENSEMBLE H
Level 2 1 Credit
Wind Ensemble is comprised of a select group of instru-

mental music students who thrive on the challenge of diffi-
cult wind literature.  The literature performed is designed for
an ensemble of fewer than sixty-five players and focuses pri-
marily on contemporary music.  In addition to Wind Ensem-
ble, students participate in marching band activities for the
home football games and the Memorial Day parades.  Student
involvement in concert and performance activities will be part
of the grading process for this course.  Periodically, there are
special events, rehearsals, or concerts during non-school
hours.  Participation in such activities is an essential exten-
sion of classroom learning and, as such, is a mandatory re-
quirement.  An instrumental class is part of the course
offering.  The majority of after-hour rehearsals will take place
during September and October, during marching band season.
These rehearsals will be held from 5:30-7:30 p.m., once a
week.  Students in this honors level class are required to mas-
ter the state regional music literature and audition to partici-
pate as soloists in the Northern Region Conference Festival.

Prerequisite:  Audition only               Grades 9-10-11-12

CONCERT STRINGS
Level 3                                                                   1 Credit
Concert Strings is offered to students with previous expe-

rience on a traditional string instrument.  Continued emphasis
is given to the development of musicianship skills, aural and
technical facility, through a large repertoire of string orches-
tra literature (primarily levels 3 & 4) and technical studies.
Selected Symphonic Band members will be invited to join this
ensemble on occasion to form a Concert Orchestra.  Student
involvement in concert and performance activities will be part
of the grading process for this course.  Periodically there are
special events, rehearsals or concerts during non-school hours.
Participation in such activities is an essential extension of the 
requirements.  

Prerequisite: Proficiency on a string instrument demon-
strated by audition, evaluated by the instructor

Grades 9, 10 (Grades 11 & 12 by exception)

SYMPHONY STRINGS H
Level 2                                                                     1 Credit

Symphony Strings is offered to students with previous
string experience.  Its purpose is to study and perform standard
string and limited full orchestra literature of varying styles.
An advanced proficiency level is necessary in order to pre-
pare literature (primarily level 5 & 6).  Periodically there are
special events, rehearsals or concerts during non-school hours.  

Participation in such activities is an essential extension
of the course and will be considered in the grading process.
Students in this honors level class are required to master the
state regional music literature and audition to participate as
soloists in the Northern Region Conference Festival.

Prerequisite:  Proficiency on a string instrument demon-
strated by audition, evaluated by the instructor

Grades 11-12 (Grades 9 & 10 by exception)

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA H
Level 2 ½ credit
Chamber Orchestra is a selected ensemble offered to stu-

dents with advanced string experience.  Its purpose is to study
and perform chamber orchestra literature of varying styles
from the archives of standard repertoire.  Performance activ-
ities, including special events, rehearsals, and concerts during
non-school hours, are an essential part of the course and will
be considered in the grading process.  Select winds, keyboard
and/or percussion will be invited to join this ensemble on oc-
casion as instrumentation dictates.   Participation in such ac-
tivities is a mandatory part of the course requirements.

Prerequisites:  Proficiency on a string instrument demon-
strated by audition, evaluated by the instructor

Grades 9-10-11-12

TREBLE CHOIR 
Level 3                                                                    1 Credit

Treble Choir is comprised of a select number of female
singers. This ensemble will explore various styles of chal-
lenging two-, three-, and four-part repertoire for treble voices.
Students will analyze, listen to, notate music, and understand
the relationship of history and culture to choral music. In-
volvement in several annual concert and performance activi-
ties will be one component in the grading process.
Periodically, there will be a need to rehearse for concerts or
special events during non-school hours. Participation in such
activities is an important extension of classroom learning and
is an essential part of course requirements. 

Prerequisites:  Placement audition and vocal/choral pro-
ficiency, as determined by the instructor  

Grades 9-10-11-12
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STRING ENSEMBLE H
Level 2                                                                   1 Credit
Concert Strings is offered to students with previous expe-

rience on a traditional string instrument.  Continued emphasis
is given to the development of musicianship skills, aural and
technical facility, through a large repertoire of string orches-
tra literature (primarily levels 3 & 4) and technical studies.
Selected Symphonic Band members will be invited to join this
ensemble on occasion to form a Concert Orchestra.  Student
involvement in concert and performance activities will be part
of the grading process for this course.  Periodically there are
special events, rehearsals or concerts during non-school hours.
Participation in such activities is an essential extension of the
requirements.

Prerequisite: Proficiency on a string instrument demon-
strated by audition, evaluated by the instructor

Grades 9, 10 (Grades 11 & 12 by exception)

WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE H
Level 2                                                                   1 Credit
Women’s Ensemble is designed to provide challenging lit-

erature for advanced female vocalists.  The ensemble will con-
tinue the development of musicianship skills and essential
vocal production techniques.  Members of the Women’s En-
semble music have a foundation in music reading, exceptional
blend and leadership skills.

Student achievement is demonstrated through the per-
formance of the choral music studied in class.  Concert per-
formances and rehearsals are scheduled throughout the year
during non-school hours and are an integral part of the grad-
ing process.  Participation in concerts, rehearsals and special
events are an important extension of the classroom learning
and an essential requirement of the course.  Students in this
honors level class are required to master the state regional
music literature and audition to participate as soloists in the
Northern Region Conference Festival.

Prerequisites:  Placement audition will include music notation
reading as well as vocal/choral proficiency skills as determined
by the instructor                                              Grades 9-10-11-12

MEN’S ENSEMBLE
Level 3 1 Credit
This ensemble is designed to offer male singers an oppor-

tunity to explore repertoire specific to their voices, develop
the skills for healthy singing particular to the male voice, and
enhance their understanding and appreciation of the art of
choral music. 

Student involvement in concert and performance activities
will be part of the grading for this course. Periodically there
are special events, rehearsals or concerts during non-school
hours that are associated with this course. Participation in such
activities is an important extension of classroom learning and
is an essential requirement of the course. All students enrolled
in this course should possess the skill of matching pitch in
order to be a member of the choral ensemble.

Prerequisites:  Placement audition and vocal/choral 
proficiency, as determined by the instructor

Grades 9-10-11-12

CHAMBER SINGERS H
Level 2                                                                   1 Credit
The Chamber Singers is a select choral organization. The

size of the group will be determined by vocal balance through
auditions. This ensemble studies advanced choral literature.
Members of the Chamber Singers must be proficient in music
reading skills and vocal production.  Additionally, all students
must demonstrate leadership within the ensemble for the per-
formance of small chamber works.  

Student achievement is demonstrated through the per-
formance of the choral music studied in class.  Concert per-
formances and rehearsals are scheduled throughout the year
during non-school hours and are an integral part of the grad-
ing process.  Participation in concerts, rehearsals and special
events are an important extension of the classroom learning
and an essential requirement of the course.  Students in this
honors level class are required to master the state regional
music literature and audition to participate as soloists in the
Northern Region Conference Festival.

Prerequisite: Placement audition includes music reading,
vocal/choral proficiency, as determined by the instructor

Grades 10-11-12 (Grade 9 by exception)

MADRIGAL SINGERS H
Level 2                                                                   ½ Credit
This is the most select singing group in the school. The en-

semble consists of twelve singers and specializes in music of
the Renaissance. The Madrigal Singers sing in a large number
of performances. These require the ability to sight-sing well
and learn literature quickly. Rehearsals and many perform-
ances are held outside of the school day, and attendance at
these activities is a required part of the course. 

Prerequisites: Membership in Chamber Singers, auditions con-
ducted in September                                         Grades 10-11-12
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ORIANA SINGERS
Level 2 1/2 Credit
This selective ensemble of vocalists sing a varied reper-

toire from the 16th to 21st centuries.  The group rehearses
one night a week in the evening.  This ensemble presents
many school and community performances and students
must be available for these events.  Attendance at rehearsals
and concerts is a course requirement.  In addition, students
must be able to learn music quickly and sight read compe-
tently.

Prerequisites:  Membership in Womens’s Ensemble
and auditions                                                     Grades 10-11-12

ELEMENTARY GUITAR
Level 3                                                                ½ Credit
The purpose of this one-semester course is to study basic

chord structure, note-reading, elementary finger-picking,
and rock guitar. 
The course is designed for students with NO experience

on the guitar. Students must own or rent an acoustic guitar.

No prerequisite                 Grades 9-10-11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY 
Level 1                                                                 1 Credit
Music Theory begins with a general review of basic mu-

sicianship. In addition, the course includes scale construc-
tion, intervals and their inversions, triads and chords,
harmonic analysis and progressions, and beginning com-
position. Ear training, sight-singing and dictation exercises
will reinforce the fundamental material studied and will
constitute a significant portion of instruction. Although
there is no prerequisite for this course, previous experience
in music is essential.  Students are expected to take the Ad-
vanced Placement exam in May.

Approval of Instructor         Grades 10-11-12

CAPSTONE Courses in Music

PERFORMER TO PODIUM CAPSTONE

(2013-2014 Pilot Course)                         1 Credit
This music capstone is designed for the student to pur-

sue a personal interest in the artistic, innovation, or com-
munity service pathway.  Music students would utilize their
advanced performance skills to design a novel situation in-
volving leadership, creative artistry or community service
in their project.

Students entrolled in the Chamber Singers, Wind En-
semble, Symphony Strings and Women’s Ensemble may
elect to complete this independent capstone course.  These
projects generally will involve other students who are en-
rolled in the ensemble classes for the completion of the in-
dividual student’s capstone.  Examples of music capstones
are:  composer of a choral work, conductor of a brass choir
or string quartet, and leader of a community service event.  
This course meets the requirements of the Capstone Pro-
gram.  (See page 14 for further information.)
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Chamber Singers, Wind
Ensemble, Symphonic Strings or Women’s Ensemble

Grades 11-12

MUSIC COMPOSING AND 
ARRANGING FOR BUSINESS

(2013-2014 Pilot Course)                            1 Credit
This Capstone Course will challenge the student musi-

cian to design a project for developing original music for a
current media business.  Students will experiment with
some creation by analyzing the current music of their busi-
ness interest such as television, movies, commercials, and
video games.  Included in the examination of the creative
process of composition is song structure, lyric writing,
transportation, collaborative music making, recording ap-
plications, and sources of inspiration.  The expectation is
that the student will compose a piece that will create musi-
cal patterns in memorable melodies and lyrics that forge an
emotional connection with the  listener or consumer.

Once the original work is composed for a specific
medium, the student will assemble marketing materials.
These materials will include a mini commercial with pos-
sible video and music backup for use in networking and a
unique selling proposition such as an elevator pitch.  The
student composer will devise a bio for a mock press release.
This course meets the requirements of the Capstone Pro-
gram.  (See page 14 for further information.)
Prerequisite:  The student must demonstrate prior to
enrolling a basic knowledge of music notation as it re

Grades 11-12



39

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH

Physical Education and Health are an integral part of the total educational program and together work to
promote individual student wellness.  The goal of the physical education program is the development of
competence, confidence and persistence as it relates to educating students in, about and through move-
ment to promote physical activity for a lifetime.  The health program is designed to develop a student’s
health literacy by increasing their skills, knowledge and awareness of the factors and choices that promote
healthy living.  The physical education and health programs draw on knowledge from the physical, bio-
logical and behavioral sciences.

FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS CONTENT LITERACY GOAL SETTING & PLANNING
Essential Understanding #1

The development of 
foundational physical, 
communication, 
evaluation, and analysis 
skills are necessary 
competencies for 
healthy and balanced 
living.

Essential Understanding #2

Literacy related to physical 
activity and health promotion is 
necessary for students to be able 
to use core content information 
from various sources to achieve 
overall wellness.

Essential Understanding #3

Students need to be able to
implement realistic plans that 
demonstrate self management 
and an understanding of concepts 
that support life long wellness.   
This includes the ability of students 
to advocate for the value of healthy 
and balanced living for themselves, 
their families, schools and communities.

Taking physical education courses in high school can lead you to careers in Government, Education
and Human Services, Health and Biosciences, or Retail, Tourism, Recreation, and Entrepreneurial Clus-
ters. What type of work might you find if you major in physical education? 

Athletic Coach
Athletic Trainer
Camp Director
Chiropractor
Occupational Therapist
Physical Fitness Instructor

Physical Education Teacher
Sports Management
Sports Reporter
Occupational Safety Instructor
Occupational Therapist
Public Health Engineer
Activities Director – School/
Senior Center

Personal Trainer
Recreation Leader
Practical or Registered Nurse
Physical Therapist/Sports Medicine
X-ray Technician
Public Health Educator
School Health Educator

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH SEQUENCE
GR. 9         WELLNESS 9 GR. 11      PERSONAL WELLNESS
GR. 10       WELLNESS 10 GR. 12      PE ELECTIVE
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WELLNESS 9:
PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH

Level 3                                                               ½ Credit
This required course meets for the full year and encom-

passes classroom and physical activity experiences.  In Health,
the emphasis is on self-responsibility for wellness, decision-
making skills, refusal skills and life management skills.  In
Physical Education the students learn to analyze and apply the
concepts of wellness and physical activity as they develop
competence in a variety of movement activities and reflect on
their own behaviors in terms of personal and social responsi-
bility during physical activity.

Grade 9

WELLNESS 10
PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH

Level 3                                                                  ½ Credit
This required course meets for the full year and encom-

passes classroom and physical activity experiences.  In Health,
the focus is on empowering students with the skills and tools
to take charge of their own lives, to respect the mind and body
of others, and to make responsible choices about their behav-
ior, relationships and bodies.  In Physical Education, students
work to evidence increased competence in performing and un-
derstanding physical activity as well as learn to set goals and
to reflect on their own progress.

Grade 10

PERSONAL WELLNESS 11

Level 3     
Credit – 1/2 towards graduation requirement in HPE

This required course is designed to help students to be-
come health literate by increasing their knowledge, under-
standing and self-management skills as they explore the
concepts of personal wellness.  Students will focus on well-
ness in relationship to their own lives and their emerging au-
tonomy.  In addition, students will have an opportunity to
utilize a model of behavioral change and goal settings as well
as access information about community based resources to en-
hance their wellness.  The essential question of the course is
designed to have students thinking about their future wellness
beyond the doors of FHS.  This course will be classroom
based with physical activity lab experiences.

Grade 11

SPORTS, EXERCISE SCIENCE 
AND WELLNESS CAPSTONE

(2013-2014 Pilot Course)                                        1 Credit
The Sport, Exercise Science and Wellness Capstone course

is designed to provide students with the research skills and in-
ternship experiences needed to form a line of inquiry under
the broad heading of Sport, Exercise Science and Wellness.
The study of Sport, Exercise Science and Wellness encom-
passes a wide range of academic research areas and profes-
sions for students to choose from and allows for some rich
cross-curricula integration, including the biological sciences,
psychology, sociology and history, as well as business and
marketing.  Within the FHS community, Farmington and the
region, students will have ample access to experienced prac-
titioners, expert advice, and rewarding internship experiences
across a wide range of fields.  The structure of the course will
require students to utilize an internship experience in a chosen
field to inform an inquiry question and a survey of research in
a chosen area, culminating in a modified review of literature.

Possible internship experiences may include:  coaching
and teaching, health and wellness promotion, athletic train-
ing, physical therapy, personal traning and others.   This
course meets the requirements of the Capstone Program.  (See
page 14 for further information.)            

Grade 12

SENIOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION

GAME FORMS
Level 3        
Credit – ¼ towards graduation requirement in HPE
This course is designed for those students who have a strong

interest in increasing their skill, knowledge, and tactical un-
derstanding of invasion type games (ultimate Frisbee, basket-
ball, flag football, “end ball”, etc.).  Students will work to
improve individual competence, analyze performance in self
and others as well as peer coach.  Students will investigate
fundamental skills inherent in each activity, analyze particu-
lar skills and reflect on how these activities fit into an active
lifestyle.  Students will make connections as to how this form
of physical activity relates to the Physical Activity Pyramid
and their personal physical plan.  In addition, students will
have an opportunity to monitor their performance opportuni-
ties to participate in physical activities.

Grade 12
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SOCIAL DANCE 
Level 3
Credit – ¼ towards graduation requirement in HPE
These courses are designed for those students who have a

strong interest in increasing their skill and knowledge of dance
in the context of physical fitness, wellness and social com-
munication.  Students will work to improve individual com-
petence, analyze performance in self and others, as well as
peer coach.  Students will investigate fundamental skills in-
herent in each activity, create a short sequence of movement
in a particular style and reflect how these activities fit into an
active lifestyle.  Students will make connections as to how
this form of physical activity relates to the Physical Activity
Pyramid and their personal physical activity plan.  In addi-
tion, students will access information about community based
opportunities to participate in these activities.  Each course
will focus on different styles of dance including Waltz, Fox
Trot, Swing, Line, and a variety of ethnic dances.                                                

Grade 12

STRENGTH & CONDITIONING
Level 3
Credit – ¼ towards graduation requirement in HPE

This course is designed for those students who have a
strong interest in increasing their skill, knowledge, and un-
derstanding related to strength and conditioning training.  Stu-
dents will work to improve individual competence, analyze
performance in self and others and act in the role of “trainer”
to help others plan a personal program.  In addition, students
will have an opportunity to monitor their performance related
to physical fitness components and access information about
community based opportunities to participate in these activi-
ties.

Grade 12

AEROBIC EXERCISE & CONDITIONING
Level 3      
Credit – ¼ towards graduation requirement in HPE
This course is designed for those students who have a strong

interest in increasing their skill, knowledge, and understand-
ing related to aerobic exercise and conditioning.  Students will
work to improve individual competence, analyze performance
in self and others and act in the role of “trainer” to help oth-
ers plan a personal program.  In addition, students will have
an opportunity to monitor their performance related to physi-
cal fitness components and access information about commu-
nity based opportunities to participate in these activities.
Students will also make connections as to how this form of
physical activity relates to the Physical Activity Pyramid and
their personal physical activity plan.

Grade 12

UNIFIED PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Level 3
Credit - 1/4 towards graduation requirement in HPE
This course would extend the Unified Sports model into the

instructional setting with “special partners” who would pro-
vide additional members to an activity, provide peer coach-
ing/modeling, and provide an opportunity for socialization
and inclusion for all.  This course will follow the general cur-
riculum of the General PE offering with units in games, fit-
ness/resistance training and dance.  One section of this course
will be offered per semester.

Grade 12
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SCIENCE

Vision for Science Education in the Farmington Schools

Farmington Public School students will actively engage in the practices of science and engineering in
order to develop a deep understanding of the disciplinary core ideas and the cross-cutting concepts.  As a
result, they will develop the thinking skills required to be critical consumers of scientific information re-
lated to their everyday lives, engage in public discussion on science related issues, and continue to learn
about science throughout their lives.

SCIENCE

Science courses in high school can lead to exciting professions, many in cutting edge areas.  Examples
of these are in the area of biotechnology, nanotechnology, engineering disciplines, robotics, medical and
health sciences, communications, and the environment.  Here is a short ist of organizations who hire peo-
ple with strong science backgrounds and skills and the professions in each field.

Animal Care
Veterinarian
Kennel Care

Marine Biologist

Government Agencies & Law
Lawyer

Forensics Specialist
Conservation Scientist
Public Health Director

City Planner
Defense System Specialist

NASA Employee
Police Officer
Detective

Patent Attorney
Astronaut

Media and Publishing 
Science Writer or Editor

Medical/ Health/Science Reporter
Technical Writer

Health Care
Physical Therapist

Physician
Physician’s Assistant

Surgeon
Nurse

Emergency Medical Technician

Manufacturing/Engineering
Engineer:

(Mechanical, Electrical, Civil, 
Aerospace)

Photonics Specialist
Fiberoptics Specialist

Telecommunications Specialist
Computer Scientist
Programmer

Recycling Specialist
Hazard Evaluator
Safety Officer
Metallurgist

Pharmaceutical Engineer
Materials Engineer

Scientist
Biologist
Chemist
Physicist
Geologist

Genetic Engineer
Astronomer

Biomedical Engineer
Biochemist
Astrophysicist

Genetic Researcher
Inventor

Meteorologist
Space Scientist

Teacher
College Professor

Other
Agriculture Specialist
Technical Sales Person
Water Quality Inspector

Soil Scientist
Landscape Designer

Architect
Web Site Designer
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The Essential Understandings in Science
As a result of a K-12 education in Farmington, students will acquire the following Essential Understandings in science:

ESU #1 Scientific Inquiry, Literacy, and Numeracy 
How is scientific knowledge created and communicated?

ESU #2 Properties of Matter
How does the structure of matter affect the properties and uses of materials?

ESU #3 Energy Transfer and Transformations
What is the role of energy in our world?

ESU #4 Forces and Motion
What makes objects move the way they do?

ESU #5 Matter and Energy in Ecosystems
How do matter and energy flow through ecosystems?

ESU #6 Structure and Function
How are organisms structured to ensure efficiency and survival?

ESU #7 Heredity and Evolution
What processes are responsible for life’s unity and diversity?

ESU #8 The Changing Earth
How do materials cycle through the Earth’s systems?

ESU #9 Energy in the Earth’s Systems
How do external and internal sources of energy affect the Earth’s systems?

ESU #10 Earth in the Solar System
How does the position of Earth in the solar system affect conditions on our planet?

ESU #11 Science and Technology in Society
How do science and technology affect the quality of our lives?

Common Sequences of Study in Science

GRADE ACADEMIC SEQUENCE
(Level 3)

HONORS SEQUENCE
(Level 2) / AP (Level 1)

9th Grade Physics Physics H

10th Grade Chemistry Chemistry H or
AP Chemistry

11th Grade Biology Biology H or
AP Biology

12th Grade

Science Electives,  
AP Science Courses or Scientific

Principles of 
Technology

AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Physics C
AP Physics B

AP Environmental Science
or Science Electives (AP Courses)

Note:  Student achievement may warrant a transfer between the academic and honors levels at various
points in the sequences listed above.  Upperclassman entering F.H.S. from another district will be placed
in our sequence in accordance with their science background.
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PHYSICS
Level 3   1 Credit
This course is designed to help students answer the funda-

mental question:  “Why do things in the physical world hap-
pen the way that they do?”  Students will investigate topics
such as  motion, forces, energy, momentum, electricity, mag-
netism, sound, and light.
Students will use basic mathematics to solve problems, an-

alyze lab data, and fully understand the relationships between
the concepts taught in class.  More importantly, a conceptual
understanding of the major ideas will be emphasized.  In ad-
dition to attaining a clear conceptual understanding, students
will be asked to apply the concepts and ideas taught in class
to a wide variety of similar situations.
The concepts and skills learned in this course will help pre-

pare students for the 10th grade CAPT Science exam.

No prerequisite                              Grade 9

PHYSICS H
Level 2              1 Credit

This course is designed to help students answer the fun-
damental question:  “Why do things in the physical world
happen the way that they do?”  Students will investigate top-
ics such as  motion, forces, energy, momentum, electricity,
magnetism, sound, and light.
In Physics H, students will use algebra to solve problems,

analyze lab data, and fully understand the relationships be-
tween the concepts taught in class.  In addition to attaining a
clear conceptual understanding, students will be asked to
apply the concepts and ideas taught in class to a wide variety
of similar situations.
The concepts and skills learned in this course will help pre-

pare students for the 10th grade CAPT Science exam.

Prerequisite:  Algebra I or Co-enrollment in Integrated Math II
Recommendation:  Co-enrollment in Geometry H or 
Geometry B/Algebra 2B

Grade 9

CHEMISTRY
Level 3 1 Credit
This introductory college preparatory course is intended to

provide a challenging background for students in the basic
principles of chemistry in a context of authentic contempo-
rary issues.  There is an emphasis on cultivating problem-solv-
ing and critical-thinking skills related to key chemical and
physical processes, the Laws of Conservation of Matter and
Energy, thermodynamic principles, reaction rates, and chem-
ical equilibria.  Students will gain a greater appreciation and
understanding of chemistry in their daily lives and how it im-
pacts their future.

No Prerequisite Grade 10

CHEMISTRY H
Level 2 1 Credit

This course is designed as a challenging introduction to
the principles basic to all fields of chemistry.  Strong empha-
sis is placed on the development of problem-solving skills
both in the laboratory and the classroom.  Students are chal-
lenged to think independently and critically about experiments
and relevant, real-world situations.  By examining the struc-
ture and composition of matter and its interaction with energy,
students will interpret, explain, and make predictions about
key chemical and physical processes, the Laws of Conserva-
tion of Matter and Energy, thermodynamic principles, reac-
tion rates, and chemical equilibria.
Successful completion of this course will provide the stu-

dent with a strong preparation for college chemistry and a
framework for understanding our complex world.

Recommended:  Successful completion of Physics 
Grade 10

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY
Level 1                                          1 Credit
This course is intended to provide a challenging introduc-

tion into basic chemistry principles at the college level.
Strong emphasis is placed on the development of problem-
solving and critical-thinking skills.  Students will study the
structure and composition of matter, predict the products of
various chemical reactions, use the Laws of Conservation of
Matter and stoichiometric principles to make predictions,
study atomic structure, the periodic table and bonding, basic
thermochemistry, gases, solids, liquids, aqueous solutions and
all of the applicable laws and theories.  In the second semes-
ter, particular attention is given to acids and bases, equilib-
rium in solutions, rates of reactions, Thermodynamics, and
electrochemistry.
In the laboratory students will physically manipulate ma-

terials and equipment, make observations and collect data to
draw valid conclusions and verify chemical principles.  They
will be able to communicate and compare their results with
each other and to the teacher.  Successful completion of this
course will prepare students to take Advanced Placement Bi-
ology.  ALL students are expected to take the Advanced Place-
ment Exam in the spring.

Recommended:  Successful completion of Biology H 
or Physics H  Grades 10-11-12



45

BIOLOGY
Level 3  1 Credit
This introductory course in biology emphasizes the cell as

the basic unit of life.  The structure and function of living
things, ranging from very simple one-celled examples to more
complex forms, are explored.  Emphasis is placed upon un-
derstanding the relationship between the structure and func-
tion of the human body.

Students conduct a variety of laboratory investigations.
Dissections, which are integrated with classroom anatomical
studies, are also part of the course.

Recommended:  Successful completion of Chemistry
Grades 11-12

BIOLOGY H
Level 2 1 Credit
This challenging survey of basic topics in biological sci-

ence builds upon cellular structure and function.  In-depth
studies of energy transformations, heredity transmission, evo-
lution, molecular biology and anatomy are presented.  A
weekly laboratory experience includes biochemistry, biotech-
nology, physiology and dissection.

Recommended:  Successful completion of Chemistry
Grades 11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY
Level 1 1 Credit
This course is a college-level investigation of biology.  Stu-

dents should have a keen interest in biology and should have
proven academic achievements in science.
The subject matter is divided into four broad areas: molec-

ular and cell biology, plant and animal physiology, develop-
ment and reproduction, and population biology.  In-depth
laboratory experiences parallel the class work.  
The students use a college textbook and will be expected

to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May.

Prerequisite:  Chemistry H or AP Chemistry
Grades 11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Level 1                                      1 Credit
This is a college-level course that focuses on the “real sci-

ence” behind environmental problems and issues.  The course
is designed to provide students with the scientific principles,
concepts, and methodologies required to understand the in-
terrelationships of the natural world; to identify and analyze
environmental problems (both natural and human-made); to
evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems; and 

to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or prevent-
ing them.  Laboratory and field studies are important elements
of this course.
The major content areas of this course include scientific

analysis, interdependence of Earth’s systems, human popula-
tion dynamics, renewable and non-renewable resources, en-
vironmental quality, global changes and their consequences,
environment and society, and choices for the future.  
The students use a college textbook and will be expected

to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May.

Prerequisite:  Chemistry & Biology H
Grades 11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS B
Level 1                                   1 Credit

This college-level course in physics is designed for stu-
dents who wish to pursue advanced studies in physics at the
non-calculus level.  The course provides a systematic investi-
gation of the fundamental principles of physics and empha-
sizes the development of conceptual understanding and
problem solving ability using algebra and trigonometry.  Top-
ics in both classical and modern physics will be investigated.
The major units include Newtonian Mechanics, Thermal
Physics, Electricity and Magnetism, Waves and Optics, and
Atomic and Nuclear Physics.
Laboratory investigations will be a key component of stu-

dent learning.
The students use a college textbook in preparing for the Ad-

vanced Placement Examination in May.

Prerequisite:  Biology H
Recommended:  Precalculus                      Grades 11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS C
Level 1                               1 Credit
This  college-level physics course is calculus-based, which

is what sets it apart from AP Physics B.   The first semester is
an in-depth investigation of mechanics while the second se-
mester focuses on electricity and magnetism. Emphasis is
placed on sequential reasoning, critical thinking and most im-
portantly, problem solving.   Students will use a college text-
book in preparation for the Advanced Placement Examination
in May.

Prerequisite: Physics and Completion of Calculus AB or
Concurrent Enrollment in Calculus BC

Grade 12                                                                                                
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ELECTIVES
SENIOR SCIENCE RESEARCH

1 Credit 
Many of our seniors apply to competitive colleges.   These

schools look for students that have gone “above and beyond”
the scope of the traditional curriculum.  This Senior Science
Research course will offer students, especially those who are
interested in careers in medicine, biochemistry, molecular
biology or research, a chance to be actively engaged in the
pursuit of their own ideas.   Consequently, they will deepen
their understanding of real science.  Additionally, the course
will satisfy the requirements for an FHS Capstone Project.
Students enrolled in Senior Science Research can expect to
understand sophisticated experimental designs by reading
peer reviewed journal articles, apply their skills to address
complex, teacher-generated topics, evaluate and critically re-
view the literature in a chosen field of study and write a high
quality senior thesis in a scientific topic of their choice.
This course meets the requirements for the Capstone Pro-
gram.  (See page 13 for further information.)

Grade 12
Prerequisite:  Biology

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY I
Level 3                                                              ½  Credit
This course is intended for students interested in extend-

ing their understanding of the systems of the human body
beyond the introduction given in biology courses.  The fol-
lowing topics are included in this course:  an orientation to
the human body, cells, tissues, integumentary system, skele-
tal system, muscular system, nervous system and the diges-
tive system.  The course is designed to help prepare students
for more advanced courses in health-related fields such as
physical therapy, sports medicine, and physical education.

Prerequisite: Biology  (may be concurrent)
Grades 11-12

ASTRONOMY
Level 3           ½ Credit
This one-semester introductory course will capitalize on

our basic curiosity to understand where we came from and
where we are going.  It will address several essential ques-
tions, including:  What is our place in the universe?  Is there
a beginning and an end to our universe?  Does life exist only
on Earth?  Will humans ever walk on Mars?
The content of this course will begin with a tour of our 

own solar system and expand outward to the stars in our
galaxy and eventually to the other galaxies in our universe.
Mathematics will be used on occasion to help describe the
scope and vastness of the planets, the solar system, galax-
ies, and the universe.  This course emphasizes basic physics
and chemistry concepts learned in previous years.

Prerequisite: Physics & Chemistry             Grades 11-12

ASTROPHYSICS H
Level 2 ½ Credit

This is a one-semester course designed to help students
gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the charac-
teristics, processes, and evolution of the Earth, solar system,
stars, and galaxies.  The major theme throughout the course
is that the fundamental principles and techniques of physics
provide the underpinnings of our modern interpretations of
the universe.

After using physical laws to analyze and interpret data,
students are expected to communicate and defend their find-
ings.  Mathematical techniques (algebra and geometry) are
used regularly to aid in the interpretation of physical data.
Astronomical content topics include historical perspec-

tives, the Earth, the Sun, stars, stellar evolution, supernovae,
black holes, the Milky Way Galaxy, and expansion of the
Universe.
Astrophysics is offered as an Independent Study for stu-

dents simultaneously enrolled in Astronomy.

Prerequisite:  Physics and Chemistry          Grades 11-12

BIOTECHNOLOGY H
Level 2 ½ Credit

The theme of this single semester course is DNA, the
master molecule of life.  Students study and evaluate the
ability to engineer DNA in ways that make it possible to alter
the genetic makeup of organisms to solve problems and de-
velop beneficial products.  This requires the use of current
laboratory methods and technology to investigate advances
in molecular genetics.  The content of this inquiry-based cur-
riculum includes the history of biotechnology, tools and
techniques of DNA science, microbiology, genetics, im-
munology, forensics and related issues.  Emphasis will be
on an increased understanding of the scientific process
through interpretations of experimental results and quanti-
tative analysis of data.  Students gain an appreciation of the
applications of biotechnology as they design experiments
relevant to real-world problems.

Prerequisite:  Biology                  Grades 11-12
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Level 3 ½ Credit
This one-semester course is designed to provide students

with an overview of the science behind the environmental is-
sues facing society today, and how to present these scientific
concepts to an audience.  Students select three major issues
on which to focus.  Background environmental concepts are
woven into each topic by the instructor providing a depth of
knowledge on which the students build their independent re-
search.  Working in groups and ultimately independently, stu-
dents conduct their research in preparation for each
presentation.  These presentations are critiqued and refined
for delivery to an outside audience.  Problem solving, syn-
thesis of information across the disciplines, critical thinking,
and communication skills are emphasized throughout the
course.
Prerequisites:  Physics, Chemistry, and Biology
(may be concurrent) Grades 11-12

FORENSIC SCIENCE
Level  3                                                                  ½ Credit
This one-semester survey course is designed to allow students
to study many aspects of forensic science and how it is used
in the criminal justice system.  Through an examination of sci-
entific information, use of laboratory activities, and a study
of real-life cases, students will understand how forensic sci-
entists do their jobs.  Topics covered include:  dealing with
the crime scene, determining cause and time of death, finger-
prints and impression evidence, blood spatter and DNA analy-
sis, forensic anthropology, ballistics and glass-shatter analysis,
handwriting and document analysis.  This course will help
prepare students for advanced course work and careers in sci-
ence, law enforcement, criminology, biotechnology, and
forensic science.
Prerequisite:  Physics, Chemistry and Biology
(may be taken concurrently)                       Grades 11-12

COMPUTER SCIENCE H
Level 2 ½  Credit
This half-year course is a gentle, but exciting, introduction

to solving real world problems like a computer scientist.  Stu-
dents are immersed in computational thinking activities as
they solve problems both off and on the computer.  As part of
the course, students create complex interactive animations
using a fun and engaging learning environment called Alice.
Finally, students are introduced to the basics of a modern ob-
ject-oriented programming language known as Java.  This
course combines classroom and laboratory activities.  This
course does not require previous programming experience and
is useful to students interested in all career paths.  This course
can be used as an effective preparation for our AP Computer
Science course.

Prerequisite: Algebra I or Integrated Math I
or instructor’s approval                                    Grades 10-11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPUTER SCIENCE
Level 1 1 Credit
This full-year course is equivalent to one semester of col-

lege level Computer Science.  Students learn the advanced as-
pects of the Java programming language, as well as
object-oriented concepts, including encapsulation, abstraction,
inheritance, and polymorphism.  In addition, there is an em-
phasis on the analysis and application of algorithms and data
structures. 
This course is based on collaboration.  Students are ex-

pected to function as contributing team members.  Projects
typically require a “division of labor” and coordination of  re-
sources.  Students are required to present their own work and
explain and demonstrate it in depth to others.  Each student
spends at least 50 percent of the time in hands-on lab activi-
ties.  The course effectively prepares students for the AP Com-
puter Science A examination.

Prerequisite:  Computer Science H or instructor’s 
approval                                                    Grades 10-11-12

SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES OF
TECHNOLOGY

Level 3                   1 Credit
This laboratory course is designed to prepare students for

scientific careers and for future technical training.  Students
will develop a better understanding of how physics principles
apply in the real world.  The content includes the study of the
basic principles of force, work, rate resistance, energy, force
transformers and power, and how they relate to the four main
energy systems (fluid, thermal, electrical and mechanical).
The course uses a laboratory approach and involves intensive
hands-on experiences and the use of algebra.

Prerequisite: Algebra I or Integrated Math I
Grades 11-12

SCIENCE PORTFOLIO
Level 3          ½ Credit
Science Portfolio provides an opportunity for students to

meet Farmington’s science graduation requirement.  The
course is based on the teaching of processes and skills of sci-
entific literacy within the context of the Farmington Essential
Science Understandings.  As a result of this course, students
produce a portfolio of their work demonstrating mastery of
essential science content standards, understandings and skills
required of college students.  Students who have not met the
science graduation performance standard by the end of their
junior year are automatically placed into this senior course.

Grade 12
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High School Pre-Engineering 
Curriculum

1. Introduction to Engineering Design H
2. Principles of Engineering H
3. Digital Electronics H
4.      Engineering Design & Development

This is a sequence of courses which, when combined with
mathematics and science courses, introduces students to the
rigor and discipline of engineering.  Those intending to pur-
sue further formal education will benefit greatly from the
knowledge and logical thought processes that result from tak-
ing some or all of the courses provided in the curriculum.

INTRODUCTION TO 
ENGINEERING DESIGN H

Level 2 1 Credit
Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) is a unique

course that is designed to be fun and interesting, and spark an
interest in Engineering as a potential career.  IED will teach
problem-solving skills using an engineering design develop-
ment process.  The students will use the design process and
their imaginations to conceptualize, design, create, and im-
prove various products.  Models of the product are created,
analyzed and communicated using solid modeling computer
design software called AutoDesk Inventor.   

More information about the IED course and the Project
Lead the Way  program can be found on the Internet at
www.PLTW.org.

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation    
Grades 9-10-11-12

PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING H
Level 2 1 Credit
This course is designed to provide a real experience for

what it is like to be an engineer.  Students will learn a engi-
neering design process, and then use this process in a team
setting to analyze and design solutions to everyday problems
and challenges.  Students will explore the connection among
mathematics, science, and technology to solve engineering
problems.  Some of the projects entail student designs that are
actually built in the classroom.  Skills students will learn in-
clude teamwork, 3-D computer modeling, communications,
robotics design, and stress analysis of structures.

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation

Recommended:  Concurrently taking Integrated Math II
or higher                                              Grades 9-10-11-12                                       

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS H
Level 2                                                                    1 Credit

This course requires students to apply electronic circuits
and devices with computer simulation software that leads to
actual construction.  Students will use mathematics in real-
world engineering problems such as smart circuits found in
watches, calculators, video games and computers.  This is the
third course in a four-course pre-engineering sequence.

Grades 11-12

ENGINEERING DESIGN AND
DEVELOPMENT

CAPSTONE ENGINEERING COURSE

(2013-2014 Pilot Course)             1 Credit
This is an engineering research course in which students

work in teams to research, design and construct a solution to
an open-ended engineering problem.  Students apply princi-
ples developed in the preceding Project Lead The Way
courses and are guided by a community mentor.  Students
must present progress reports, submit a final written report
and defend their solutions to a panel of outside reviewers at
the end of the school year.  This is the fourth course in a
four-course pre-engineering sequence. 
This course meets the requirements for the Capstone  Pro-
gram.  (See page 14 for further information.)

Prerequisite: Two prior Project Lead The Way Courses 
Grade  12 

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Courses in history and social studies emphasize essential core understandings and skills, which you should master in order
to function as an effective citizen in a democratic society and a globally interdependent world.  You are encouraged to work be-
yond the required credits to expand and deepen your core knowledge of our nation’s heritage, to understand other cultures, and
to acquire important social science concepts and life skills.

Three and a half credits in social studies are required for graduation. The first course required in ninth grade is World His-
tory.  The second course credit is earned in tenth grade, World History II.  These two courses will also prepare you for the CAPT
reading and writing across the disciplines. Meeting goal in one of these tests is part of the graduation requirement.  One year of
United States History in the junior year is the third required credit.  A ½ credit in Civics/Government is also required and can
be taken any time between Grades 10-12.  However, it is strongly encouraged that the civics requirement be taken in the soph-
omore year for background to U.S. History.  It is recommended students take either Government and Law or Advanced Place-
ment Government and Politics to fulfill the Civics requirement.  Students interested in pursuing further knowledge of government
are encouraged to take Government and Law II, now called Criminal and Civil Law.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Business
Attorney

Government Relations
Lobbyist

Human Resources
Consulting

Corporate Communications

Education
Social Studies, History and Humanities

Teachers
College Professor
Grant Writer

Government
Attorney

Paralegal Assistant
Public Administrator
Police Officer
Social Worker
Political Advisor

Foreign Service, Peace Corps Advocacy
Elected Official

Arts/Media
Historian
Archivist

Museum Curator
Editor
Journalist

Press Secretary

Social studies courses in high school can lead you to opportunities in many career clusters, especially those in the Government,
Education and Human Services cluster.  What kinds of organizations hire people with a background in social studies? What type
of work might you find if you major in social studies or history?  Here is a partial list. 
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THE ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS IN SOCIAL STUDIES

THE ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS IN SOCIAL STUDIES
As a result of a K-12 education in Farmington, students will acquire the following Essential Understandings 
in social studies:

1.   Democratic Ideals and Practices. Democratic citizenship requires active participation in the
constitutional system of the United States government.

2.   Political Systems. People create and change the structure of power and government to regulate the
balance between individual rights and societal needs.

3.   Development of Human Civilization. The study of history explains how civilizations have been
profoundly influenced by ideals and belief systems.

4.   Time, Continuity and Change. The process of historical inquiry develops a perspective on how 
both the past and change relate to one's own life experience. 

5. Cooperation and Conflict. People resolve conflicts by choosing between aggression, compromise
and cooperation, which changes the course of human events.

6. Global and Community Interdependence.All people are mutually dependent, joined by economic,
social, cultural, and civic concerns, as part of a global community.

7.   Geography and Society. Human settlements and migration are influenced by their physical and 
cultural environment.

8.   Identify and Belonging. Individuals grow and develop relationships within the context of a 
culture, and in turn, their actions influence that culture.

9.   Cultural Diversity. The multiple perspectives that emerge from diverse cultures are both a resource
for nations and a source of conflict.

10. Economic Decision-Making. The use and distribution of economic resources structures group, 
national, and international relationships.

11. Science, Technology and Society. Scientific and technological developments impact people's lives
and the environment and transform societies.

WORLD HISTORY I: THE RISE OF
HUMAN CIVILIZATION

Level 3                                                                    1 Credit
This survey course emphasizes the development of major

civilizations from ancient times up to the modern era.  Stu-
dents explore ancient, classical and medieval history in a num-
ber of areas including Europe, Asia, and Africa.  They focus
on essential themes and understandings including political
systems; time, continuity and change; and the development of
human civilizations with an emphasis on how belief systems
influence civilizations.  Students study the uniqueness of
Western and non-Western cultures, and the political, social,
and economic links connecting them.  Students develop an
appreciation for the historical development of democratic val-
ues and institutions from a Western perspective.  

They also learn and apply critical reading, writing, and
thinking skills through primary source analysis, academic re-
search, essay writing, mock trials, and debates.

No prerequisite                                                     Grade 9

WORLD HISTORY I H: THE RISE OF
HUMAN CIVILIZATION 

Level 2                                                                  1 Credit
The core content is the same as World History I described

previously, although the material is presented in greater depth
than in the level-three course.

Prerequisite: Recommendation by 8th grade 
Social Studies teacher                                        Grade 9
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WORLD HISTORY II: THE MODERN WORLD
Level 3                                                               1 Credit
This course is a continuation of the freshman World His-

tory I course. Goals of the course include developing a world
perspective and the ability to engage in civic discourse.  World
History II examines how science, the ideals of the Enlighten-
ment and industrialization have impacted different countries
over the past three centuries. Essential understandings include
the growth of human rights, economic development and mod-
ernization, conflict and cooperation, and globalization and
progress. Students will learn how to write and speak persua-
sively and reason with evidence through short essays, debates
and historical role plays.

Prerequisite: World History I                         Grade 10

WORLD HISTORY II H: THE MODERN WORLD
Level 2                                                                 1 Credit
The core content is the same as World History II described

previously, although the material is presented in greater depth
than in the level-three course.

Prerequisite: Recommendation by 
World History I teacher                                   Grade 10 

UNITED STATES HISTORY
Level 3                                                                1 Credit

This course prepares students for active citizenship in a
democracy by developing a deeper understanding of, and ap-
preciation for, those people, events, institutions and turning
points that have shaped American history and that continue to
influence the  nation and students’ lives today.  Throughout
the course, students will explore the degree to which over the
past 250 years Americans have successfully developed, pro-
tected, supported and encouraged the democratic principles
established in the Declaration of Independence.  Students also
will examine how one’s perspective can shape historical in-
terpretations. In addition, the course seeks to encourage stu-
dents to think critically by developing reading, writing and
communication skills through historical inquiry so that stu-
dents will develop a sense of national identity and understand
for themselves what it means to be an American citizen.

Prerequisite: World History II                       Grade 11

UNITED STATES HISTORY H
Level 2                                                                1 Credit
The core content and approaches of this course are the same

as United States History described above. The course material
is presented at a quicker pace with more depth of historical
content than in the Level 3 course. 

Prerequisite: Recommendation of World 
History II teacher                                                Grade 11

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
UNITED STATES HISTORY

Level 1                                                                     1 Credit
This course is designed for students who are highly inter-

ested in studying history. Students will have the opportunity
to do advanced work in history. The course fulfills the one-
year of United States history required for graduation.  A sum-
mer reading and writing assignment is a prerequisite for the
course.
Students will be prepared for and encouraged to take the

A.P. exam, which, if successfully passed, could result in col-
lege credit. The course explores various topics in depth and
emphasizes the skills of essay writing, research, historiogra-
phy and discussion.
Students are admitted on the recommendation of their 10th

grade teacher or by approval of the department leader. 

Prerequisite:  Recommendation of WHII teacher; 
Civics credit recommended Grades 11-12

GOVERNMENT AND  LAW
Level 3                                                                  ½ Credit
This course is designed to give students a thorough under-

standing of the structure, function and purpose of government
in the United States, including the American political and legal
systems.  Students also will understand their rights under the
U.S. Constitution and the responsibilities that accompany
those rights.  This course will lead students to a better under-
standing of their civic responsibility and their role as partici-
pating citizens of the United States. 

This course fulfills the Civics graduation requirement.
No prerequisite                                     Grades 10-11-12



CAPSTONE ANTHROPOLOGY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGY RESEARCH

(2013-2014 Pilot Course)                                     1 Credit
The Capstone Anthropology and Archaeology Research

course is designed to provide Junior and Senior students
with an opportunity to conduct in-depth research into the
fields of anthropology and archaeology. The study of an-
thropology and archaeology naturally lends itself to active,
enriching, and authentic learning experiences. It also con-
sists of a broad academic field within which numerous other
social and physical sciences can, and often must, be utilized.
In this course, students could further their studies in fields
such as; biological and forensic anthropology; cultural an-
thropology and ethnographic studies; paleoanthropology;
classical, biblical, historical, and industrial archaeology; and
lastly the diverse field of linguistics. There are vast re-
sources and dozens of experts in each of these disciplines
throughout the state of Connecticut, as well as the possibil-
ity of collaborating with researchers from all over the world. 
This course allows students to deepen their understand-

ing of a field that they have already been exposed to in An-
thropology and Archaeology H.  The ability of students to
conduct long-term and detailed research into a field of their
own interest will provide them with the prospect of personal
and intellectual growth and is a feature of this course.   This
course meets the requirements for the Capstone Program.
(See page 13 for further information.)

Prerequisite:  Anthropology and Archaeology H
Grades 11-12

ELECTIVES
Note:  Many of the following courses are open to sopho-
mores (except where noted).  Juniors and seniors are
highly encouraged to participate in the Social Studies elec-
tive program.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
EUROPEAN HISTORY

Level 1                                                                   1 Credit
This course is designed for college-bound students who

have a high interest in the study of history and have suc-
cessfully completed two years of World History and one
year of U.S. History.  In this class,  students will have the
opportunity to do advanced work and potentially earn col-
lege credit.
The course examines the rise of modernity from the Ren-

aissance to the present day. It stresses the themes of intel-
lectual and cultural history, political and diplomatic history,
and social and economic history. The course also provides
training in essay writing, historiography and historical de-
bate. 
Students are admitted upon recommendation of a social

studies teacher or with the approval of the department
leader. 

Prerequisite:  Two years of World History and
one year of U.S. History                     Grade 12
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT
MACROECONOMICS 

Level 1 ½ Credit
The purpose of this course is to give students a thorough

understanding of the principles of economics that apply to our
economic system as a whole.   This course is for students who
want the opportunity to do advanced work and potentially earn
college credit.  The course is a half-year with the A.P. exam
held in May.  Students are expected to attend review sessions
prior to the exam.
This course places particular emphasis on the study of na-

tional income and price determination as well as government
policy.  The topics of various economic performance meas-
ures, economic growth, and international economics are also
stressed.  Other basic economic concepts, such as scarcity and
opportunity costs, are reviewed.
Students are admitted upon the recommendation of a 

social studies teacher or by successful completion of
Economics H.

Prerequisite:  Economics H or recommendation
of Social Studies teacher                         Grades 10-11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
UNITED STATES

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Level 1                                                                   ½ Credit
This Advanced Placement course in U.S. Government and

Politics is designed to give juniors and seniors a thorough un-
derstanding of the role of government in the United States.
This course involves critical analysis of both historical and
contemporary events in the study of the underpinnings, ide-
ology, groups and institutions of American government.   Stu-
dents will be expected to take the A.P. exam in May.  
This course fulfills the Civics graduation requirement.

Prerequisite:  Recommendation by Social
Studies teacher Grades 11-12

ANTHROPOLOGY AND ARCHAEOLOGY H
Level 2                                                                  ½ Credit
The focus of this course is the study of human beings and

human culture, both in the past and today.  The areas of con-
centration include physical and cultural anthropology, as well
as the field of archaeology.  Physical anthrophology traces the
origin and development of human beings and human society,
with an emphasis on the fossil evidence in support of evolu-
tionary theory.  The dispute between evolutionists and cre-
ationists is also addressed.  As part of cultural anthropology,
students study the values, norms, ideals, and learned behaviors
of people as far-ranging as the Inuit, Amish, Bedouin, and
modern Americans.  The course includes guest speakers,  mu-
seum trips, training in the use of archaeological methods and,
when possible, a hands-on experience with a current archae-
ological investigation.

No prerequisite                                      Grades 10-11-12

CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LAW
Level 3                                        ½ Credit

This course is designed for students who wish to extend
their study of law beyond the topics studied in civics classes
(but students do not need to have completed their civics re-
quirement before taking this class).  Students will study crim-
inal, family and tort law, as well as learn how to navigate the
basics of consumer law.  Current events, notable cases, and
documentaries will supplement the course text.  Additionally,
students will have the opportunity to participate in career ex-
ploration with guest speakers and field trips.  Students should
consider taking this course whether they may be thinking of a
career in the legal field (such as attorney, paralegal, law en-
forcement or corrections officer) or are just interested in the
justice system.

No prerequisite                                      Grades 10-11-12
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ECONOMICS H
Level 2                         ½ Credit
This course is designed to introduce students to the work-

ings of the American capitalist system.  Students will learn
about the role of entrepreneurs, producers, labor and con-
sumers in our current economic system.  In addition, the world
of business will be emphasized including the role of major
corporations, investment, and the stock and bond markets.
Government as a player in the economy in setting monetary,
fiscal, and trade policy will also be studied.  Students will gain
a better understanding of the interdependent nature of the
global economy and investigate current economic issues such
as child labor, migration, and environmental rules.  

No prerequisite                                       Grades 10-11-12

HUMANITIES H
Level 2                                                                  ½ Credit
This senior seminar focuses on three-essential questions:

What does it mean to lead a “good” life?  How do different
cultures define it?  How do individuals achieve a good life?
Students begin their inquiry by analyzing literary and sacred
texts, and art and music from the major (and some minor) re-
ligions and philosophies of Asia and the Mediterranean.  Stu-
dents will research, present and discuss on traditional answers
to such questions as:  How do we learn?  How do we love?
How do people deal with pain and death?  What role does
artistic expression play in different culture?  How do different
cultures determine what is “just”?  Short, independent re-
search in the computer lab will enable students to generate
their own questions about the human condition and ethical and
moral questions, and to make connections to their lives and
the contemporary world.  By the  end of the course, students
will have researched, written and presented their own inter-
pretations of the course’s essential questions to their peers.
Guest speakers and field trips may be provided to enricch stu-
dent learning.

No prerequisite                                                  Grade 12

PSYCHOLOGY
Level 3                                                                 ½ Credit 
Are you interested in why you and other people behave the

way they do?  If so, this is the course for you.  Psychology is
the study of behavior and mental processes. This course at-
tempts to describe, explain, predict, and possibly control,
human behavior. Topics include a historical overview of the
science, research methods, learning, memory, intelligence,
emotions, sexuality, dreams, personality theory, and psycho-
logical disorders.  Throughout the course, students will be
challenged to examine their own motivations and behavior, as
well as those of the individuals in their lives.  Active partici-
pation in discussions is highly encouraged.
No prerequisite                                              Grades 11-12

SOCIOLOGY
Level 3                                                                  ½ Credit
How much of your behavior is influenced by your parents,

friends, the media, or society at large?  Sociology is the study
of society and group behavior.  It explains how social forces
impact us.  This course is designed to equip students with a
working knowledge of the concepts and methods used by so-
ciologists.  The course investigates human societies and so-
cial behavior in an attempt to better understand how people
relate to one another and influence each other’s behavior.
Topics include a historical overview of the science, culture,
social structure, prejudice and discrimination, institutions,
conformity and deviance.  In addition, students will be chal-
lenged to reflect on how society and social problems affect
their own personal lives.  Active participation in class discus-
sions is highly encouraged.

No prerequisite                                            Grades 11-12

HISTORIANS CRAFT 
THROUGH LOCAL HISTORY

(2013-2014 Pilot Capstone Course) 1 Credit
This course will focus on historical research skills.  Open

to Junior or Senior students, this course will have students
“do” history through the discovery and examination of pri-
mary sources, dissecting historian’s arguments, and most im-
portantly creating original interpretations of historical
problems.    

This course is built on local history and Connecticut His-
tory for three important reasons.  First, students have access
to countless resources in the state of Connecticut including
the Farmington Library’s Farmington Room, The Connecti-
cut Historical Society, The Dodd Research Center, Connecti-
cut State Library and other libraries around Connecticut that
have authentic and unique historical sources.   Second, stu-
dents will conduct their own investigations around accessible
content.  Finally, students will research topics that have not
been fully or even partly investigated--- which will allow stu-
dents to work on specific topics for which there is not an over-
whelming level of historical interpretation.  In short, students
will be the historians in this course. The Capstone product will
be determined by the student and the instructor. This course
meets the requirements of the Capstone Program.  (See page 13 for
further information.)

Prerequisite:  Permission of the instructor     Grades 11-12
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WORLD LANGUAGES

Parlez français!  ¡Hablen español!

Why study world languages?  Proficiency in a modern language enables direct communication with people of other cultures,
in addition to helping you gain insight into yourself and your own language.  Career opportunities in business, law, medicine,
and engineering are enhanced by knowledge of a world language.  Spanish and French are among the most common non-Eng-
lish languages used in international commerce. 

Your placement in world language classes is based primarily on teacher recommendation, which depends on your previous
classroom performance.  Success in another language is the result of a combination of ability and personal interest in a world
language, along with your ability in the five content/skill areas of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture. Homework,
class work and class performance are other reliable indicators that provide information for placement recommendations. Your
world language teacher will advise you of the placement recommendations for the following year.  Should you wish to challenge
yourself, be aware that a summer packet of materials may need to be completed in order for you to be prepared to continue in
the higher level.

You will benefit greatly from learning one world language for as many years as possible. The longer you study, the higher
the standard you will be able to reach, and ultimately the greater your overall proficiency in that world language. You should
plan to take, as a minimum, a three-year sequence of one language in high school.  Colleges and universities are increasing their
world language entrance requirements. If you plan to continue language study or international studies in college, you should take
language during your senior year.

WORLD LANGUAGES

Learning a second language in high school can lead you to a variety of opportunities in all eight career clusters.  What kinds of
organizations hire people who are multilingual? What type of work might you find if you continue in world languages?

Business
E-Commerce Developer
International Sales &
Marketing Officer

International Investment
International Banking Officer

Education
Elementary School Teacher
Middle School Teacher
High School Teacher
School Administrator
College Professor
Social Worker

Government
Foreign Service Officer
Intelligence Agent
Customs Official
Court Interpreter

Healthcare
Interpreter

Healthcare worker

Manufacturing
Biotechnology Researcher
Software Programmer

Retail
Import/Export Agent

Sales & Marketing Manager

Media
Journalist

Public Relations Specialist
Telecommunications

Translator
Reporter

News Commentator

Museums & Galleries
Art Conservator

Docent
Museum Director

Tourism
Travel Agent

Hotel Management
Tour Guide
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THE ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS IN WORLD LANGUAGES

MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of the Farmington World Languages Program is to 
prepare students with the linguistic and cultural knowledge, skills, competencies and dispositions
needed to successfully act as global citizens of the 21st century.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS

Full engagement and thoughtful participation in a diverse and mutually dependent
world requires knowledge of other languages, people and cultures.

COMMUNICATION
1.  The purposes of communication include exchanging information, expressing ourselves, and getting  to know 

others  through the skills of reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and gesturing.
CULTURES

2.   The study of culture enables us to communicate more effectively because it helps us understand  how other 
people interpret behavior and both verbal and non-verbal messages.

3.  The study of other cultures enriches our understanding of the human experience and encourages  personal growth.
COMPARISONS

4.   Studying one or more other languages will improve mastery of English or of the student’s first language.

5.  Comparing our culture to another raises our awareness of the diverse ways people make sense of the world.
CONNECTIONS

6.   The acquisition of a world language reinforces and expands knowledge of other areas of study.

7.   The acquisition of information only available in the world language leads to understanding of distinctive 
viewpoints and allows for a more meaningful connection to the rest of the world.

COMMUNITIES
8.     The acquisition of a world language facilitates active and effective participation in the economic, social, cultural, 

and civic aspects of globally interdependent communities.

Proficiency Graduation Requirement in World Languages

You must demonstrate proficiency in a second language in order to graduate from Farmington High School. The Farming-
ton Language Standards Test (FLST) provides the opportunity to measure how well you reach the district standards in world
languages. The five components of the FLST assess the essential content/skills of speaking, listening, reading, writing and cul-
ture.  This skill-based test is administered to you as a major part of your final exam in French III/III H and Spanish
III/III H. Most students complete this requirement in one of these classes.  If you believe that you are capable of meeting the
five standards (especially reading and writing) in a world language other than French or Spanish, you need to speak with your
guidance counselor and the department leader.
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WORLD LANGUAGES

IAR—FHS Pathways in French and Spanish

French 8 students               continue in French III       or French III Honors

Spanish 8 students             continue in Spanish III     or Spanish III Honors

Intro to Spanish students   continue in Spanish I        or Spanish II

FRENCH I
Level 3 1 Credit
This course is designed as an introduction to the French

language and the cultures of the French-speaking world.   You
will begin to learn to comprehend spoken French, and to ac-
tively communicate in the language within the framework of
the units taught.   All five content/skill areas (speaking, lis-
tening, reading, writing, and culture) are practiced and devel-
oped.  Vocabulary and grammatical concepts are strengthened
through a variety of media and authentic resources.  You will
enhance your language skills through practical communica-
tion about French home and school life.  The class will be
taught in French.

No Prerequisite                                   Grades 9-10-11-12

FRENCH II
Level 3 1 Credit
You will continue to learn how to speak and write in French

about yourself, your life, friends and family.  You will also
read about and listen to French-speaking people as they de-
scribe their lives. You will learn about housing, school, food,
transportation, shopping, and clothing, and about life in
French-speaking countries around the world, including France
and Martinique. Being an active listener and an active partic-
ipant in class will help you communicate about the present
and past, and you will expand your language skills by using a
variety of authentic media and technological resources.  The
class will be taught in French.

Prerequisite:  French I                      Grades 9-10-11-12

FRENCH II H
Level 2                                                                   1 Credit
You will continue to learn how to speak and write in French

about yourself, your life, friends and family.  You will also
read and listen to French-speaking people as they describe
their lives.  You will learn about daily living, housing, school,
food, shopping, transportation, clothing, and about life in
French-speaking countries around the world, including in
France and Martinique.  You will be expected to speak in
French as much as possible in class.  You will use a wide range
of technology and media, and you will learn by being involved
in a variety of activities.  This class moves quickly and in-
cludes material beyond the expectations of the French II class.
The class will be taught in French.

Prerequisite:  French I & teacher 
recommendation Grades 9-10-11-12

FRENCH III
Level 3 1 Credit
You will expand your ability to communicate on a wide

range of topics in French. Being an active listener and an ac-
tive participant in class will help you improve your skills.  You
will learn about France and Francophone Africa.  Conversa-
tion will center on school, train and plane travel, castles, good
health, childhood, future plans and Francophone Africa.
Grammar and vocabulary will be taught and used in cultural
contexts, with a focus on listening and speaking skills and
reading and writing about the culture.  The class will be taught
primarily in French.
You will take the FLST as a major part of the final exam.

Prerequisite French 8, French II
Grades 9-10-11-12
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FRENCH III H
Level 2 1 Credit
You will expand your ability to communicate on a wide

range of topics in French.  The themes of this course will pro-
vide you with the opportunity to expand your vocabulary, con-
verse in more complex situations, comment with your
opinions and feelings, and narrate events in the present, past
and future.  Being an active listener and an active participant
in class will help you improve your skills.  You will learn
about France and Francophone Africa.  Conversation will cen-
ter on school, train and plane travel, castles, good health,
childhood, future plans and Francophone Africa.  You will
plan a virtual trip to a French speaking city using technology
and media.  Grammar and vocabulary will be taught and used
in cultural contexts, with a focus on listening and speaking
skills and reading and writing about the culture.  The class
will be taught primarily in French.
You will take the FLST as a major part of the final
exam.

Prerequisite:  French 8, French II*,
French II H and teacher recommendation

Grades 9-10-11-12

*With successful completion of required summer work

FRENCH IV 
Level 3 1 Credit
You will continue to develop the four communication skills

of listening, speaking, reading and writing, within the context
of culture in the French-speaking world.  Multimedia presen-
tations and internet communications will allow you to explore
topics such as French regions, hotel and lodging, environ-
mental issues and clothing and style.  Students will view films
pertaining to regionalism and the French-speaking world.
Emphasis is on active learning and demonstrating your knowl-
edge in everyday situations.  Grammar and vocabulary will
be reviewed and used in context.  The class will be taught in
French.

Prerequisite: French III, French III H
Grades 10-11-12

FRENCH IV H
Level 2 1 Credit
In this advanced course you will more fully develop all four

communication skills -- listening, speaking, reading and writ-
ing -- within the context of culture in the French-speaking
world.  You will fine tune your conversational skills through
situational activities, interviews, and blogs with French stu-
dents.  You will read short stories, newspaper and magazine
articles.   You will improve and develop your writing skills
through a study of more advanced grammar and a review of
basic structures.  You will be expected to actively participate
orally in French.  The class will be taught in French.

Prerequisite: French III*, French III H
Grades 10-11-12

*With successful completion of required summer work

FRENCH V
Level 3                                                                  1 Credit
You will continue to focus on communication within the

context of culture by developing your listening, speaking,
reading and writing skills, along with the cultural perspectives
necessary to live and work in a global society.  Class presen-
tations will develop your ability to communicate on an in-
creased practical and more spontaneous level.  Topics include
an in-depth study of Paris and Provence, family, hospitality,
traditions and celebrations in Northern Africa, and animal leg-
ends and folk-tales of French Africa.  The class will be taught
in French.

Prerequisite:  French IV or IV H           Grades 11-12

FRENCH V H
Level 2 1 Credit
In this advanced course, you will integrate all four skills of

listening, reading, speaking and writing as well as explore lin-
guistic and cultural differences through intense analysis and
evaluation of authentic material and media.  Within the frame-
work of the units, you will further develop the ability to ex-
press yourself orally and in writing, using advanced
grammatical structures and expanded vocabulary.  You will
be expected to actively participate in French as you prepare
for  college-level study of the language.  The class will be
taught in French.

Prerequisite:  French IVH and teacher 
recommendation Grades 11-12
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FRENCH VI H
Level 2                                                                   1 Credit
This course is intended for students who have completed

French V or VH and who do not wish to take AP French in
their senior year. The focus will be on using the language to
communicate about French culture in this advanced course.
Topics include French film, restaurant behavior and food, the-
ater, fairy tales, and technology through a variety of authen-
tic media.  You will develop the ability to participate fully in
casual conversations expressing facts, giving instructions, de-
scribing places, people and things, and reporting on events.
You will be creative with the language, make inquiries and
provide answers about past, present and future events, and en-
gage in sustained discussions of your opinions, while becom-
ing more knowledgeable about the culture of the
French-speaking world.  The class will be taught in French.

Prerequisite:  French V or VH                          Grade 12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Level 1                                                                    1 Credit
AP French Language and Culture is a college level course

for students who have completed a sequence of French IIIH -
French VH Honors in high school.  A total immersion in
French allows students to integrate previous and new knowl-
edge with the four skills (listening, speaking, reading and writ-
ing).  French is spoken exclusively in the classroom.  When
communicating, students in the AP French Language and Cul-
ture course demonstrate an understanding of the Francophone
cultures, using the target language in real life situations.  Stu-
dents are expected to participate in blogs, read on-line maga-
zines, and listen to French TV, podcasts and radio.  Discussion
will be primarily student centered and speaking performances
will be assessed through dialogues, debates, presentations and
role-plays.  Although students who enter this course have a
strong foundation of grammar, additional grammatical units
are chosen throughout the year based on the needs of the stu-
dents and concepts to review and reinforce.

Prerequisite:  French V H and teacher
recommendation Grade 12

SPANISH I
Level 3                                                                    1 Credit
This course is designed as an introduction to the Spanish

language and the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world. You
will begin to comprehend spoken Spanish and to actively
communicate in the language within the framework of the
units taught.  All five content/skill areas (speaking, listening,
reading, writing and culture) are practiced and developed.  Vo-
cabulary and grammatical concepts are strengthened through
a variety of media and authentic resources. You will enhance
your language skills through practical communication about
Hispanic home and school life.  The class will be taught in
Spanish.

No prerequisites Grades 9-10-11-12

SPANISH II
Level 3 1 Credit
Through the continued study of the Spanish language, you

will explore similarities and differences in the cultures of
Spain and Latin America, as compared with those of the
United States.  Thematic units will include sports and leisure
time activities, food and cooking, shopping, and traveling in
a city.  Being an active listener and an active participant in
class will help you communicate about the present and past,
and you will expand your language skills by using a variety of
authentic media and technological resources.  The class will
be taught in Spanish.

Prerequisite:  Spanish I or Introduction to 
Spanish 7 and 8                                     Grades 9-10-11-12

SPANISH II H
Level 2                                                                    1 Credit
Through the continued study of the Spanish language, you

will explore similarities and differences in the cultures of
Spain and Latin America, as compared with those of the
United States.  Thematic units will include sports and leisure
time activities, food and cooking, shopping, and traveling and
transportation.  In addition to using a range of technology, you
will read a short story, which will be discussed in Spanish in
class. You will be expected to speak Spanish as much as pos-
sible in class.  This class moves quickly and includes material
beyond the expectations of the Spanish II class.  The class will
be taught in Spanish.

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Spanish 7 and 8, or 
Spanish I, with teacher recommendation

Grades 9-10-11-12
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SPANISH III
Level 3 1 Credit
You will continue to develop the five content areas/skills of

listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture, as you dis-
cover more about the cultural heritage of Spain and Latin
America.  The themes of this course will provide you with the
opportunity to expand your vocabulary, converse in more
complex exchanges, describe and react to everyday situations,
comment with your opinions and feelings, and narrate events
in the present and past. Being an active listener and an active
participant in class will help you improve your skills. As you
engage in activities that use a variety of Spanish media, you
will learn to talk about healthy habits, getting around in a city,
and shopping.  Other topics will invite you to explore daily
life in the schools of Spanish speakers, the blending of the
modern world with the market economies of indigenous Latin
America, and a contrast of Spanish and Puerto Rican culture.
The class will be taught in Spanish.
You will take the FLST as a major part of the final
exam.

Prerequisite:  Spanish 8, Spanish II 
Grades 9-10-11-12

SPANISH III H
Level 2 1 Credit
You will continue to develop the five content areas/skills of

listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture, as you dis-
cover more about the cultural heritage of Spain and Latin
America.  The themes of this course will provide you with the
opportunity to expand your vocabulary, converse in more
complex exchanges, describe and react to everyday situations,
comment with your opinions and feelings, and narrate events
in the present and past.  You will be expected to actively com-
municate in Spanish in the class.  As you engage in activities
that use a variety of Spanish media, you will learn to talk
about healthy habits, getting around in a city, and shopping.
Other topics will invite you to explore daily life in the schools
of Spanish speakers, the blending of the modern world with
the market economies of indigenous Latin America, and a
contrast of Spanish and Puerto Rican culture.  You will also
use a video series to expand your conversational Spanish, and
a short novel to increase your reading ability. 
The class will be taught in Spanish.
You will take the FLST as a major part of the final
exam.

Prerequisites:  Spanish 8, Spanish II*, Spanish II H and
teacher recommendation.                    Grades 9-10-11-12

*With successful completion of required summer work

SPANISH IV 
Level 3    1 Credit
You will continue to develop the five content/skill areas of

speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture, through
everyday topics presented thematically. The topics include
family life, food in Spain and Argentina, shopping for food,
ordering in restaurants, and Mexican artists.  The resources
provided will help you improve your skills in both personal
and practical conversational activities.  You will increase your
ability to understand spoken Spanish by using the Spanish
video series, Destinos.  Authentic cultural materials related to
individual units will also be used. The class will be taught in
Spanish.

Prerequisite: Spanish III, Spanish III H
Grades 10-11-12

SPANISH IV H
Level 2                                                                  1 Credit
In this advanced course, you will continue to perfect all

four skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing, as well
as explore linguistic and cultural differences, through intense
study of practical and situational material, short stories, and
newspaper and journal articles.  Within the framework of the
units, you will further develop the ability to express yourself
orally and in writing, using advanced grammatical structures
and expanded vocabulary.  A variety of media and technolog-
ical connections are used, including an introduction to the
video series Destinos.  You will be expected to actively par-
ticipate orally in Spanish.  The class will be taught in Spanish.

Prerequisites:  Spanish III*, Spanish III H
Grades 10-11-12

*With successful completion of required summer work
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SPANISH V
Level 3 1 Credit
You will continue to focus on communication within the

context of culture by developing your listening, speaking,
reading and writing skills, along with the cultural perspectives
necessary to live and work in a global society.  Class presen-
tations will develop your ability to communicate with in-
creasing fluency and spontaneity.  Topics include stereotypes
and cultural perspectives, transportation and travel, Hispanic
homes and home life, professions, and immigration.  Several
Hispanic films will be used to inspire discussion.  The class
will be taught in Spanish.

Prerequisite:  Spanish IV or IVH                Grades 11-12

SPANISH V H    
Level 2                                                                    1 Credit     
In this advanced course, you will integrate all four skills of

listening, reading, speaking and writing as well as explore lin-
guistic and cultural differences through intense analysis and
evaluation of authentic material and media.  Within the frame-
work of the units, you will further develop the ability to ex-
press yourself orally and in writing, using advanced
grammatical structures and expanded vocabulary.   You will be
expected to actively participate in Spanish as you prepare for
college-level study of the language.  The class will be taught
in Spanish.

Prerequisites:  Spanish IV H and teacher 
recommendation

Grades 11-12

SPANISH VI H
Level 2                                                                  1 Credit
This course is intended for students who have completed

Spanish V or VH and who do not wish to take AP Spanish in 
their senior year.  The focus will be on using the language for
practical purposes in this advanced course.  Topics include
travel, pop culture, media, music and dance.  Hispanic film
and current events are also studied through a variety of au-
thentic media.  You will develop the ability to participate fully
in casual conversations expressing facts, giving instructions,
describing places, people and things, and reporting on  events.
You will be creative with the language when confronted with
a “survival situation,” make inquiries and provide answers
about past, present and future events, and engage in sustained
discussions of your opinions, while becoming more knowl-
edgeable about the history and current status of the Spanish-
speaking world.  The class will be taught in Spanish.

Prerequisite:  Spanish V or VH                           Grade 12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Level 1                                                                  1 Credit
AP Spanish Language and Culture is a college level course

for students who have successfully completed Spanish IIIH -
Spanish VH.  As students are immersed in the language, they
acquire additional vocabulary and a deeper understanding of
the complex grammatical structures and verb tenses.  Students
increase their proficiency in oral and written communication
as their fluency and accuracy improve.  Class discussions, de-
bates,  conversations, and presentations are based on newspa-
pers, magazine articles, Spanish-language websites, essays
and literature.  Students interpret and respond to authentic
audio, visual, and text sources.  To prepare for the AP exam,
students take test simulations throughout the year.

Prerequisites:  Spanish V H and teacher 
recommendation                                               Grade 12
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SUPPORTIVE SERVICES FOR STUDENTS

TUTORIALS

The following tutorials, staffed by teachers, are available
for your use during the school day.  Where appropriate, if you
need remedial assistance, you will be assigned to certain tu-
torials as part of your schedules.

• English Tutorial
• Math Tutorial
• Science Tutorial
• CAPT Tutorials in Literacy, Math,
and Science

SUMMER LEARNING ACADEMY

A number of summer learning opportunities are available
to extend your learning and to better prepare you for the chal-
lenging work of the next school year, and to assist you in
meeting standards in all major disciplines.  Past offerings have
included:

• Bridge to Algebra II H
• Bridge to Geometry H
• Civics
• English 100
• English 200
• French Language Proficiency Institute
• Integrated Math I
• Integrated Math II
• Integrated Math III
• Physics
• SAT Math
• Spanish Language Proficiency Institute
• World History I and II
• Writing Proficiency Institute

EXTRA HELP AFTER SCHOOL

Teachers are available after school each day during a des-
ignated Student Support Period until 2:55.  Of course, you
may schedule to meet with teachers at other mutually con-
venient times.

COMPUTER LABS

Several computer labs are open daily during and after
school. You may use labs for various computer applications
including word processing, graphics, databases, and spread-
sheets.

LIBRARY SERVICES

The library media staff assists you in becoming inde-
pendent users of information and ideas through instruction,
consultation, and collection development.  The library pro-
gram promotes a love of reading, an appreciation of books,
magazines and other media, and the development of informa-
tion literacy.

You participate in a library orientation program and learn
information problem solving and decision-making processes
in conjunction with curriculum-based research assignments.

The library’s collection provides you with a wide range of
materials in traditional and computer formats.  Computer
workstations and a well-stocked Career Center are also avail-
able for your use.  The library is open on school days from
7:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  Visit the library frequently.

To assist you in being as successful as possible in meeting standards in all subject areas and in the Connecticut Academic Per-
formance Test, Farmington High School offers an array of academic support services, including:
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ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY

Administration
Tim Breslin, B.S., M.L.A., Ph.D., Principal

Curt Pandiscio, B.A., M.A., 6th Year Certificate, Assistant Principal
Lisa Kapcinski, B.A., M.A., 6th Year Certificate, Assistant Principal
Mary Lundquist, B.S., M.S., 6th Year Certificate, Dean of Students

School Counseling
Department Leader:  Brooke Stanziale, B.S., M.Ed, CAGS

Rebecca Atkins, B.A., M.A.
Judi Gallinoto, B.S., M.S.

Kimberly Hudock, B.S., M.S.
Christopher Loomis, B.A., M.S., 6th Year Certificate

Mary Sobin, B.S., M.S.
Kimberly Toledo, B.A., M.S.

Art & Technology
Department Leader:  Leslie Flowers, B.F.A., M.S., 6th Year Certificate

Timothy Barron, B.S., M.Ed.
James Corrigan, B.S.

Marguerite French, B.A., M.S., M.F.A.
Andrew Minor, B.A.

Richard Mulcunry, B.S., M.S.
Earl Procko, B.A.

Avis Turner, B.S., M.F.A.

Business/Career Exploration
Jeffrey Daddio, B.S., M.A.
Deirdre Dyreson, B.S., M.S.

English
Department Leader: Dianne Holst-Grubbe, B.A., M.A., 6th Year Certificate

Nelle Andrews, B.A., M.A.L.S.
Tracey Barlow, B.A., M.S.

Ted Bartolotta, B.A., M.A.L.S.
Ingrid Bevz, B.S.

Katie Buckley, B.A., B.S., M.A.
James Carter, B.A. M.Ed.
Russell Crist, B.A., M.A.T.
Virginia Gillis, B.A., M.A.
Jamahl Hines, B.A., M.A.
Susan Holcombe, B.S., M.S.

Debra Jeffers, B.A.
Melissa Lukanik, B.A.
Audra Mika, B.A., M.S.

Mary Katherine Miller, B.A.
Lauren Preleski, B.S., M.A.

Michelle Tardif, B.A., M.A., M.A.T.



64

Mathematics
Department Leader:  Mary Lundquist, B.S., M.S., 6th Year Certificate

Jacqueline Broomall, B.S., M.Ed.
Pamela Clarke, B.A., M.S.
Maureen Cop, B.S., M.A.
Julie Hughes, B.S., M.S.
Laura Lanza, B.S., M.S.

Christina Lepi, B.A., M.S., 6th Year Certificate
Mary Lindgren, B.A.

John Meerse, B.A., M.A.
Joseph Narus, B.S., M.A.

Sanjay Rambhia, B.S., M.S.Ed.
Pamela Rose, B.S.,  M.S.
Karen Skokan, B.S., M.S.
Robert Thomas, B.S., M.Ed.

Music
Department Leader:  Leslie Imse, B.M., M.A., M.M.

Christen Hernandez, B.S., B.M.
Thomas Johnston, B.M., B.M.Ed., M.A.
Paul Pierce, B.M., M.M., D.M.A.

Physical Education/Health
Department Leader:  Ed Manfredi, B.S., M.S., 6th Year Certification

Ryan Flaherty, B.S., M.S.
Courtney Landheer, B.S., M.S.
Bonny Lynch, B.S., M.S.

Christopher Machol, B.S., M.S.
Kelly Stokoe, B.S., M.S.
Duane Witter, B.S., M.S.

Athletics
Director of Athletics:  Jack Phelan, B.A.
Athletic Trainer:  Eric Misko, B.A., M.S.
Athletic Trainer:  Kelly Stokoe, B.S., M.S.

Science
Interim Department Leader:   James Compton, B.S., M.S., 6th Year Certificate

Timothy Barron, B.S., M.Ed.
Antonella Bona, B.S., M.S.
Laura Butterfield, Ph.D.

Martin Connors, B.A., M.A., B.S.
Gary Crisanti, B.S., M.S.

William Degan, B.S., M.S., 6th Year Certificate
Charles Forstbauer, B.S.

Andrew Marshall, B.S., M.S.
Alexandra Moore, B.S., M.A.T.
Walter Nakonechny, B.S., M.S.
Heather Schreiber, B.S., M.Ed
Rebecca Shomo, B.A., M.A.T.
Debbie Tebbetts, B.A. Ed.M.
Vincent Tokarz, B.S., M.S.
Nyla Tresser, B.S., M.A.
Eric Tucker, B.A., M.A.T.
Timothy Walsh, B.S., M.A.T.
Joanne White, B.S., M.S.
Julie Yimoyines, B.S., M.Ed
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Social Studies
Department Leader: Joel Nick, B.A., M.A., 6th Year Certificate

Michael Baxer, B.A., M.A.
Louise Campbell, B.A., M.A., M.A.T.

Jefferson Gawle, B.A., M.S.
Lance Goldberg, B.A., M.Ed.

Deborah Holland, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.
Carl Johnson, B.A., M.A.
Kara Mitchell, B.A., M.A.
Jessica Nardine, B.A., M.A.

Diane Parese-Holland, B.A., M.A.L.S.
Sarah Robitaille, B.S., M.A.
Jeremy Pilver, B.A., M.A.
Emma Tuthill, B.A., M.A.

Farrell Vogelhut, B.A., M.A., J.D.
Jennifer Wood, B.A., M.A.T.

Special Services
Department Leader:  Linda Tuzzio, B.A., M.Ed., Ed.D.

Katie Cartnick, B.A., M.S.W., Plus 30
Christopher Garrahan, B.A., M.S.W., Plus 30
Amy Gaudet, B.S., M.A., 6th Year Certificate

Marybeth Griffin, B.S., M.A.
Carol Hodder, B.A., M.S., 6th Year Certificate

Jeremy Kalafus, B.A., M.A.
Judy Livingston, B.A., M.S., 6th Year Certificate
Jeff Naparstek, B.S., M.Ed., 6th Year Certificate

Michael O’Connell, B.S., M.Ed.
Kristin Paye-Baker, R.N.
EmmaLee Smith, B.S., M.S.
Aimee St. Thomas, B.A., M.S.
Kerry Tharpe, B.S., M.A.

World Languages
Department Leader (5-12):  Jeri Chamberlain, B.S., M.A., 6th Year Certificate

Olga Acosta, B.A., M.A.
Janet Alejandro, B.A.
Laura Arena, B.A., M.A.
Aimee Cotto, B.A., M.A.
Colleen Crowe, B.A.

Barbara Ferrer, B.A., M.A.
Thomas McGinnis, B.S, M.A.
Stefanie Pagano-Kor, B.A.
Fabricio Suarez, B.S., M.A.
Kelly Vaughn, B.A., M.A.

Linda Zabor, B.A., M.A., 6th Year Certificate



66

COURSE LISTINGS
SUBJECT LEVEL CREDIT GRADES

Art and Design 3 1 9-10-11-12

Drawing, Painting, and Design 3 ½ 9-10-11-12

Studio 3 1 10-11-12

Comprehensive Technology 3 1 9

Crafts 3 ½ 9-10-11-12
Ceramics 3 ½ 9-10-11-12

Multimedia 3 ½ 9-10-11-12

Animation 3 1 10-11-12

Web Design 3 ½ 10-11-12

3-Dimensional Design 3 1 9-10-11-12

Photo Design 3 ½ 10-11-12

Arts Through Technology 3 1 10-11-12

Designing Minds H 2 1 10-11-12

Transportation Technology 3 1 10-11-12

Advanced Studio H 2 1 11-12

Construction Industries 3 1 10-11-12

Digital Photography 3 1 11-12

Inclusive Architecture Design 3 1 10-11-12
Construction Industries II 3 1 11-12

Art In The Community (2013-2014 Pilot Capstone Course) 1 11-12

Advanced Placement Portfolio 1 1 12

Alternative Energy Vehicular Design 3 1 11-12

BUSINESS EDUCATION, CAREER EXPLORATION
Business Education:

Office Applications 3 ½ 9-10-11-12

Accounting I 3 ½ 10-11-12

Accounting II 3 ½ 11-12

Marketing 3 ½ 11-12

Comprehensive Business Topics  H 2 1 12

Personal Finance 3 ½ 11-12
E-Commerce Entrepreneurship H 1 11-12

Career Exploration Programs:

Health Careers Collaborative Program 3 2 11-12

Education Internship 1 12

ART & TECHNOLOGY



67

SUBJECT LEVEL CREDIT GRADES

English 100 3 1 9

English 100 H 2 1 9

English 200 3 1 10

English 200 H 2 1 10

American Literature 3 1 11

American Literature H 2 1 11

AP English Language and Composition 1 1 11

Contemporary Literary Texts 3 1 12

World Literature H 2 1 12

British Literature H 2 1 12

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 1 1 12

Literacy Portfolio 3 ½ 12
Literacy Lab ¼ Identified Students

Literacy Workshop 3 1 9-10

Theatre I 2 or 3 ½ 9-10-11-12

Theatre II H 2 ½ 9-10-11-12

Specialized Performance Studies 2 ½ 10-11-12

Play Production Laboratory 2 ½ 9-10-11-12

Writers’ Workshop H 2 ½ 10-11-12

Journalism H 2 1 10-11-12
Advanced Journalism (2013-2014 Pilot Capstone Course) 1 11-12

MATHEMATICS

Algebra 1 3 1 9-10

Geometry 3 1 9-10-11

Integrated Math 3 3 1 10-11-12

Geometry H 2 1 9-10

Algebra 2H 2 1 9-10-11-12

Statistics 3 1 12

Elements of Algebra and Trigonometry 3 1 11-12

Precalculus 3 1 10-11-12

Precalculus H 2 1 10-11-12
Advanced Placement Statistics 1 1 10-11-12

Advanced Placement Calculus - AB 1 1 11-12

Advanced Placement Calculus - BC 1 1 11-12

Math Portfolio 3 ½ 12

ENGLISH
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SUBJECT LEVEL CREDIT GRADES
MUSIC

Concert Band 3 1 9-10-11-12
Symphonic Band H 2 1 9-10-11-12
Jazz Band H 2 ½ 9-10-11-12
Wind Ensemble H 2 1 9-10-11-12
Concert Strings 3 1 9-10
Symphony Strings H 2 1 11-12
Chamber Orchestra H 2 ½ 9-10-11-12
Treble Choir 3 1 9-10-11-12
String Ensemble H 2 1 9-10
Women’s Ensemble H 2 1 9-10-11-12

Men’s Ensemble 3 1 9-10-11-12
Chamber Singers H 2 1 10-11-12
Madrigal Singers H 2 ½ 10-11-12
Oriana Singers 2 ½ 10-11-12
Elementary Guitar 3 ½ 9-10-11-12
Advanced Placement Music Theory 1 1 10-11-12
Performer To Podium (2013-2014 Pilot Capstone Course) 1 11-12
Music Composing & Arranging For Business (Pilot Capstone) 1 11-12

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH
Wellness 9: Physical Education and Health 3 ½ 9
Wellness 10: Physical Education and Health 3 ½ 10
Personal Wellness 11 3 ½ 11
Sports, Exercise Science & Wellness (2013-2014 Pilot Capstone) 1 12

Game Forms 3 ¼ 12
Social Dance 3 ¼ 12
Strength & Conditioning 3 ¼ 12
Aerobic Exercise and Conditioning 3 ¼ 12
Unified Physical Education 3 ¼ 12

SCIENCE
Physics 3 1 9
Physics H 2 1 9
Chemistry 3 1 10
Chemistry H 2 1 10
Advanced Placement Chemistry 1 1 10-11-12
Biology 3 1 11-12
Biology H 2 1 11-12
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SUBJECT LEVEL CREDIT GRADES
Advanced Placement Biology 1 1 11-12
Advanced Placement Environmental Science 1 1 11-12
Advanced Placement Physics B 1 1 11-12
Advanced Placement Physics C 1 1 12
Senior Science Research (2013-2014 Pilot Capstone Course) 1 12
Anatomy and Physiology I 3 ½ 11-12
Astronomy 3 ½ 11-12
Astrophysics H 2 ½ 11-12
Biotechnology H 2 ½ 11-12
Environmental Science 3 ½ 11-12
Forensic Science 3 ½ 11-12
Computer Science H 2 ½ 10-11-12
Advanced Placement Computer Science 1 1 10-11-12
Scientific Principles of Technology 3 1 11-12
Science Portfolio 3 ½ 12
Project Lead the Way
Introduction to Engineering Design H 2 1 9-10-11-12
Principles of Engineering H 2 1 9-10-11-12
Digital Electronics H 2 1 11-12

Engineering Design & Development (2013-2014 Pilot Capstone) 1 12

SOCIAL STUDIES
World History I 3 1 9
World History I H 2 1 9
World History II 3 1 10
World History II H 2 1 10
United States History 3 1 11
United States History H 2 1 11
Advanced Placement United States History 1 1 11-12
Government and Law 3 ½ 10-11-12
Anthropology & Archaeology Research (2013-2014 Pilot Capstone) 1 11-12

Advanced Placement European History 1 1 12
Advanced Placement Macroeconomics 1 ½ 10-11-12
Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics 1 ½ 11-12
Anthropology  and Archaeology H 2 ½ 10-11-12
Criminal and Civil Law 3 ½ 10-11-12
Economics H 2 ½ 10-11-12
Humanities H 2 ½ 12
Psychology 3 ½ 11-12
Sociology 3 ½ 11-12
Historians Craft Through Local History (2013-2014 Pilot Capstone) 1 11-12
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SUBJECT LEVEL CREDIT GRADES
WORLD LANGUAGES

French I 3 1 9-10-11-12

French II 3 1 9-10-11-12

French II H 2 1 9-10-11-12

French III 3 1 9-10-11-12

French III H 2 1 9-10-11-12

French IV 3 1 10-11-12

French IVH 2 1 10-11-12

French V 3 1 11-12

French V H 2 1 11-12

French VI H 2 1 12

Advanced Placement French Language & Culture 1 1 12

Spanish I 3 1 9-10-11-12

Spanish II 3 1 9-10-11-12

Spanish II H 2 1 9-10-11-12

Spanish III 3 1 9-10-11-12

Spanish III H 2 1 9-10-11-12

Spanish IV 3 1 10-11-12

Spanish IV H 2 1 10-11-12

Spanish V 3 1 11-12

Spanish V H 2 1 11-12

Spanish VI H  2 1 12

Advanced Placement Spanish Language & Culture 1 1 12
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NOTES

PARENTS / GUARDIANS / STUDENTS:

The selection of courses is an important process that should reflect the combined efforts of the student, guid-
ance counselor and parents/guardians.  Every effort will be made to schedule course requests.  However,
we reserve the right to balance classes and to drop low enrollment courses.  In addition, once the Course
Selection Form is returned with a parent/guardian signature, students will not be permitted to change
courses.

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Jody Gottier for her production work on this Program of Studies.

FHS Art students for the artwork/photographs.

As we continue to improve the Program of Studies, we welcome your feedback.
Please contact Lisa Kapcinski at 673-2514 with comments or suggestions.

In compliance with regulations of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 1964, Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Civil Rights Act of 1987, and
American with Disabilities Act of 1991, the Farmington Board of Education has policies to ensure equal ed-
ucation opportunities for all students at Farmington High School. Students have the right to participate fully
in classroom instruction regardless of age, sex, race, religion, national origin, color, handicapping conditions
or sexual orientation or any reason not related to his/her individual capabilities.


