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East Farms PTO Meeting Minutes- Wednesday, November 28, 2018 

 

 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting of the East Farms PTO was called to order at 7:04pm in the East Farms cafeteria 

 

Attendance 

An attendance sheet was available for all parents and faculty to sign. There were 17 people in 

attendance: 

 

Principal Renee St. Hilaire 

PTO Officers Kavita Balur, Mike Dennison, Sarah Burns 

Teacher Reps Alexa Mason 

Parents Magdalena Hasiak, Kathy Braga, Katie Kowalchuk, Luisa Kash, Julian 
Kash, Byoungkoo Lee, Ron Patel 

Student Reps Andrew Hasiak, Kasey Braga, Alex Kowalchuk, Sophia Kay Jiang, 
Marcos Kash 

 

 

Acceptance of Last Minutes 

A motion to approve the minutes from the October 4, 2018 PTO meeting was made by Kavita 

Balur. The motion was approved by Sarah Burns and Kathy Braga. 

 

President’s Report – Kavita Balur 

Firstly thanked all the student reps, teachers, PTO board and the parents for attending the 

meeting. For the next meeting, include PTO student reps names on the agenda and pass it to 

them through the student council teachers. 

 

PTO dues collection is at approximately $8,000, reminded everyone of the goal of $14,000 for 

the year. Send another email blast in December to highlight tax savings via donation receipts to 

encourage dues payment. 

 

Highlighted the Wolf Fund contributions to families during Thanksgiving (turkeys and Stop & 

Shop gift cards). Amanda Sirica has consolidated all Wolf Fund programs at East Farms in a 

document.  

 

Principal’s Report – Renee St. Hilaire 

Renee requested the student reps to introduce themselves while filling in the group about the 

background on how the new student role came to be – East Farms is always looking make their 

students leaders, even at young ages. The current student reps are all members of the student 
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council and this year, they were asked to bring up causes they felt strongly about. One of our 

students Andrew wrote a proposal to have student voice in programs beyond the school day via 

the PTO. This was an excellent idea which was put into effect immediately. None of the other 

schools do this yet, East Farms is the first to implement. Initial plan was to have only 2 reps, but 

after reading all the applications all 5 students were chosen. 

Next time there will be a student report to be discussed at the PTO meeting where they can talk 

about things they have done or feedback on PTO sponsored activities.  

 

Student reps introduced themselves – Katie in grade 4 went first, wants her school to be a 

better place; Sophia in grade 4, wants to help our school and students to learn better; Kasey in 

grade 3 said she wants to help her school learn better; Andrew in grade 3 wants to add 

activities; Marcos in grade 3 feels that during the veterans day celebration people who served in 

other countries must also be included. 

 

Renee thanked the student reps again and feels very proud and happy to have student voice in 

the very important PTO committee. 

 

We had a great month and half since the last meeting – reminded everyone about checking for 

weather delays and closings during the winter season. 

 

Thanks for the Halloween Game Night – fun, awesome night with great participation. Math Night 

is scheduled in February – look out for flyers and notices in Friday folders about this family 

night. 

 

 

Teacher’s Report – Alexa Mason 

● Thanks the PTO for the parent teacher conference day treats. It was a pleasant surprise 

and it provided a boost to teachers which was greatly appreciated by all teachers. 

● Mrs Woelfel wanted to remind parents of the annual East Farms Toy Drive which is 

underway and we are collecting new, unwrapped toys until Dec 7. On Dec 8, our student 

council members will be delivering the toys to the NBC toy drive collection and watch the 

TV because we always make the TV. It’s a special celebration that benefits our greater 

community and we appreciate all the donations and spread the word! 

● Appreciative of all the cultural programs funded by the PTO and encouraged the student 

members to share their feelings about the Karim Nagi show. 

○ Marcos liked how he shared the culture. Noticed that they write left to right and 

not right to left. 

○ Andrew liked how he played a lot of different instruments and was happy to see 

the many instruments on the table. The artist showed them how to write in 

Arabic! 

○ Kasey liked how he told to pronounce words in Arabic and that he played 

different instruments. 

○ Sophia found the instruments interesting esp the trick on spinning an instrument. 

○ Katie liked how he showed them how to play the different instruments. 
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○ Renee asked if the students would like the artist to come back for future classes 

and all students were in agreement. 

● Mrs Mason emphasized that these programs would not have been possible with the 

PTO and thanks the PTO for funding the cultural shows. 

● Renee and Mrs Mason mentioned about the Holiday Stars program that goes up on Dec 

3 that asks for specific gifts for needy East Farms family. 

  

Treasurer’s Report – Mike Dennison and Sarah Burns 

● Provided attendees with current budget 

● Dues are the big item and we a little over half way to our goal. We need some more 

help. 

● Everything else is moving on budget. 

● Kavita added that the donations may be tax deductible and donation receipts can be 

requested. Another new thing we are trying this year are the employer matches and if 

any parent wants to try to that – we will be delighted.  

 

Committee Reports  

The following updates were discussed during the meeting: 

 

Communications 

● Skipped this section. 

 

Community 

● Kindergarten Orientation- Date TBD 

● Halloween Game Night- Kathy Braga that led the team was present at the meeting. 

Great turnout and no tickets were charged because the dues models. Both sessions 

were well attended. At 211 for both sessions – much over last year’s event. People 

enjoyed it. There were some changes to the decorations instead of using an expensive 

rental for helium tanks we bought smaller tanks that saved both time and money. Time 

and energy were saved by not having the raffle baskets/tickets this year. We did a 

monster mash and mummy contest this year which was well received. She stated that 

the events do not have to follow the same format, and they can be modified to consider 

the overall expenses. 

● Wolf Fund- Kavita reminded the group about the holiday stars and that all help is 

appreciated. Gift cards for 11 families and turkeys were donated during Thanksgiving 

from the Wolf fund.  

● East Farms 5K Run- Sarah communicated to the group about the charity organization 

suggested by Monika Nelson/Kim Devine. 3 charities, Sandy Hook Promise, Food Share 

or Gifts of Love, were proposed to receive 25% donation from the 5K run. After hearing 

the proposal, Kavita’s original inclination was towards the SH Promise organization as 

they promote safety in schools like the fire drills. The sentiment of parents was to keep 

the funds local and donate either to Food Share or Gifts of Love. There were 6 parents 

in attendance apart from the board. 
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One question came up if this will be communicated to the broader group of all families. 

Kavita said that the PTO meeting is the forum to make this decision and this information 

will be available in the minutes for all families to participate on, if interested. 

Renee gave a background on the Stop the Bleed program which was the first interest to 

donate to – there is a motion for a grant to the district which we did want to compromise 

and requested Monika to consider something else. 

There was also a discussion on the percentage allocated for the charity donation - the 

concern was committing to a number especially because this is the first year we are 

trying the dues model at East Farms. 

One parent, Ron Patel, had specific questions about how exactly the SH promise 

foundation would utilize the funds and how that would help the East Farms community. 

No decision was made as to which charity or how much percentage to donate. 

Unanimous decision to keep the charity local. 

Mrs Mason mentioned that in a recent personal experience there was an option to ask 

people “Would you like to donate more?” when they signed up for a race. Suggested if 

that model would work for our 5K run. 

 

4th Grade Programs  

● T shirts – These are in flight, t shirt sizes are being collected. 

 

Parent/Teacher Partners  

● Birthday Book Club – SUG for the first one is closed and the celebration is coming up 

soon.  

 

Fundraising 

● PTO Dues-  Currently, have received around $8,000 donations to date 

● Box Tops- 2nd collection is coming up mid-December. Box Tops Newsletter is on the 

Friday folder. Mrs Buccacio’s class won the first one. 

● School Store – Kavita said it opened on 11/16 but the student reps/Renee reminded us 

that it was a snow day and the store has not opened yet.  

 

Student Enrichment 

● Kavita thanked the student reps for the feedback on Karim Nagi’s show. 

● Ski Club- This year, it will be offered through Farmington Continued Education.  

 

Closing Remarks 

 

Kavita asked Renee a question from families if they can share resources about healthy living or 

renewable resources at a PTO meeting? Renee said we will have to discuss more, and 

explained that basically any model where students are used to benefit a business are not 

allowed. 

One of the student reps asked if Halloween Game Night could be moved closer to Halloween or 

even have it on Halloween night. The idea was considered and discussed on. Kathy Braga 

explained it is usually planned for the Friday before Halloween and having it on Halloween night 
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would not be feasible so as to allow families to celebrate Halloween with family and neighbors 

instead of at a school event. 

Kasey shared an idea of extra recess for a celebration, which was welcomed. Renee liked the 

idea but explained that needs to be discussed with another committee.  

Renee shared the new program of noticing Acts of Empathy – Paws and Ms St Hillaire will be 

visiting classrooms and reading books where noticing empathy is talked about. 

Next meeting we will have a student report. 

Question from Andrew – could you still sign up for Ski Club? Dates on the program starts 01/08. 

Parents can look up on the Farmington Continuing Education website for signing up. 

One parent congratulated the teachers on the STEAM night – loved all the activities and variety 

offered. This was possible due to a grant and we should try to sustain that. Plan to have 3 big 

family nights – STEAM night, MATH night and Night of Arts & Culture. Renee explained that 

things can be reused and consumable cost is very little. Kavita asked if going forward, would a 

PTO involvement be welcome. Renee said we can talk about it – to introduce guest speakers 

and for cost sharing on consumables. 

Sophia suggested that the extra material around school and re-use them. Very proud to have 

such great ideas at the table!  

Send the next PTO meeting agenda via the student council to reach the students. 

 

Share the agenda to all parents via Friday folder before the next meeting. Kathy Braga 

expressed how happy she is with the idea of student reps and how that encourages more 

parents to attend the PTO meetings. Suggested that the PTO send a reminder email before 

every PTO meeting to all parents. She also shared the idea of having sponsorships for the 

various events or on the communications – Renee explained that there are policies around 

schools advertising even on the website. The challenging part is if we allow one organization or 

party to come then we will have to allow others including those that we may or may not want to 

represent.  

Ron Patel suggested that there may already be a model that we can leverage to handle 

sponsorships. He says that as a business owner, I am inclined to give a free coupon to a meal 

instead of a monetary contribution. 

 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:56pm by Kavita Balur and motion was approved 

by Kathy Braga and Mrs Kash. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Kavita Balur 


