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Irving A. Robbins Middle School 

School Development Plan 

2015-2016 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

This IAR School Development Plan is prepared annually by the school’s administration, 
faculty and staff.  It serves as the roadmap that our teaching and learning community 
follows as it strives to provide students with a challenging and meaningful education so 
that all students are successful in school and well prepared for further education, life 
and work.  We also incorporate the district’s Framework for Teaching and Learning 
(FTL) and Board of Education’s Five-Year Goals for 2010-15 as a way to improve our 
own practice and help students to achieve the Vision of the Farmington Graduate (VoG).  
This plan also encompasses the district and the school’s missions and goals in this area.  
We will begin the school year by reviewing and analyzing student data, developing 
instructional plans, planning school-based professional development, and reviewing 
plans for implementing our School Improvement Priorities for 2015-16. 
 
This school year the IAR school community will continue to focus its professional 
energies on supporting students to achieve the VoG by having them take greater 
ownership for their own learning as articulated in the Student Learning Expectations of 
the FTL.  Consequently, the IAR school community’s focus will be holistic, involving all 
the skills and dispositions of the VoG (i.e., Critical Thinking & Reasoning, Collaboration & 
Communication, Problem Solving & Innovation, and Self-Direction & Resourcefulness) 
as well as the five principles of the FTL (i.e., Active Learning Community, Challenging 
Expectations, Meaningful Knowledge, Purposeful Engagement, and Individual 
Responsibility). 

 
 

 
* Farmington’s core academic content areas include English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, World Language, Health, Physical Education, Wellness and Music, Fine and Applied Arts. 
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Irving A. Robbins Middle School 

 

Mission Statement 
 

Irving A. Robbins Middle School seeks to support all students to grow 
intellectually, emotionally, socially, and physically and to reach high levels of 
achievement within a standards-led school.  Students will develop the habits of 
life-long learners and the skills to be responsible, contributing global citizens.  By 
learning with and from caring individuals within a respectful environment, all 
students will achieve skills necessary for success in the 21st century. 

 
 

Guiding Beliefs 
 

 Students’ learning is enhanced and their understanding is deepened when 
they have the opportunity to make connections between the curriculum and 
their own lives. 

 
 Students are supported to become respectful and contributing members of a 

global society when they are part of a caring school community. 
 

 Students acquire the skills necessary to continue to learn throughout their 
lives when they practice being independent learners. 

 
 Students’ educational experiences are enriched when teachers collaborate to 

provide meaningful instruction. 
 

 Students are able to make healthy, responsible choices when the school 
community is committed to supporting the intellectual, social, emotional, and 
physical growth of young adolescents. 
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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

“Vision of the FPS Graduate” 

 

Pioneers/Scholars/Contributors/Citizens  
 
 

 

Farmington Public Schools’ Graduates will acquire an understanding of the essential 

knowledge and skills in the core academic disciplines and develop the thinking and learning 

skills necessary to meet the challenges of local, national and global citizenship in a rapidly 

changing world. 

 

 

 

Critical Thinking and Reasoning:  Students access, interpret, analyze, and evaluate 
ideas and information, draw evidence-based conclusions, synthesize new learning 
with prior knowledge and reflect critically on learning.    

 
Collaboration and Communication: Students participate effectively in a variety of 

teams, actively listen and respond to the ideas of others, share responsibility for 
outcomes, articulate ideas clearly in multiple formats and use technology tools to 
enhance communication. 

 
Problem Solving and Innovation: Students recognize problems, analyze data, ask 

questions, utilize a variety of resources, think flexibly, make connections and seek 
practical, innovative and entrepreneurial solutions. 

 
Self-Direction and Resourcefulness:  Students explore interests, take initiative, set 

learning goals, demonstrate persistent effort, adapt to change with resiliency and 
exhibit ethical leadership and responsible citizenship.  
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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY 

 

The Farmington Public Schools are committed to the belief that all children are capable 
of attaining high levels of educational achievement in preparation for productive, 
rewarding lives and responsible citizenship. Students will reach this goal through their 
own diligence and effort, and through a school and school district learning climate that 
responds to individual student academic needs, a curriculum that challenges, adequate 
resources, and skilled, professional instruction. Furthermore, a belief in social equality 
underlies Farmington's commitment to providing a high quality of education for all 
students.  Policy 0000(a) 

The MISSION of the FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

The mission of the Farmington Public Schools is to offer a common standards-based educational 

program that will enable every student to achieve rigorous performance standards.  

 

SCHOOL DISTRICT FIVE-YEAR GOALS 2015-2020 

1.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in critical thinking and reasoning 

and meet rigorous core academic content* standards by accessing, interpreting, 

analyzing, and evaluating ideas and information, drawing evidence-based conclusions, 

synthesizing new learning with prior knowledge and reflecting critically on learning. 

    

2.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in collaboration and 

communication and meet rigorous core academic content* standards by participating 

effectively in a variety of teams, actively listening and responding to the ideas of others, 

sharing responsibility for outcomes, articulating ideas clearly in multiple formats and 

using technology tools to enhance communication. 

 

3.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in problem solving and innovation 

and meet rigorous core academic content* standards by recognizing problems, analyzing 

data, asking questions, utilizing a variety of resources, thinking flexibly, making 

connections and seeking practical, innovative, and entrepreneurial solutions. 

 

4.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in self-direction and 

resourcefulness and meet rigorous core academic content* standards by exploring 

interests, taking initiative, setting learning goals, demonstrating persistent effort, adapting 

to change with resiliency and exhibiting ethical leadership and responsible citizenship. 

 

*Farmington’s Core Academic Content Areas include English/Language Arts, Mathematics, 

Science, Social Studies, World Language, Health, Physical Education, Wellness and Music, 

Fine and Applied Arts.  
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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 CORE ACADEMIC CONTENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 2015-2020: 

  

 
1. All students will meet established English / language arts performance standards 

by demonstrating the skills to read, understand, interpret, discuss and critique 
diverse texts and to communicate effectively through independent and collaborative 
writing for a wide variety of purposes and audiences.  They will take initiative to 
explore interests and respond to problems through research and use their literacy 
skills to exercise leadership and responsible citizenship.   

2. All students will meet established mathematics performance standards by 
demonstrating problem solving and reasoning skills that advance understanding 
and application of essential mathematical concepts.  They will make mathematical 
connections to their lives and use a variety of tools and representations to 
effectively communicate mathematical thinking. 

3. All students will meet established science performance standards by demonstrating 
the critical thinking, technology and inquiry skills in life, physical and earth sciences.  
They will examine natural phenomena, pose and evaluate arguments based on 
evidence, explore interests and make decisions about contemporary issues in 
science. 

4. All students will meet established social studies performance standards by 
demonstrating critical thinking, reasoning and research skills applied to the study of 
history, geography, culture, and political and economic systems in order to make 
informed decisions, pose innovative solutions, and meet the challenges of 
participatory citizenship in an increasingly pluralistic society and interdependent 
world. 

5. All students will meet established world language performance standards by 
demonstrating the linguistic and cultural skills needed to communicate, collaborate 
and connect with people of different experiences and perspectives from around the 
world.   

6. All students will meet established health, physical education, and wellness 
performance standards by demonstrating self-direction and resourcefulness in 
setting goals, solving problems and seeking feedback to develop and maintain a 
personal plan for life-long wellness.    

7. All students will meet established music, fine and applied arts performance 
standards by demonstrating an understanding of the problem solving and 
communication processes of creating, performing and responding.  They will 
acquire an understanding of classical and contemporary arts and their impact in 
diverse cultures.  
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DISTRICT THEORY OF ACTION 

2015 -2016 

 
 

 

1. Student Agency, Identity and Leadership 
 

 

IF we provide varied and repeated opportunities for students to develop the academic mindsets 

and learner dispositions that prepare them for success in college, career and global citizenship 

THEN students will become independent, self-directed, resourceful, and resilient lifelong 

learners in a rapidly changing world.  

 

 

We will… 

 Engage K-12 teachers in identifying and defining critical attributes of self-direction and 

resourcefulness  

  Develop a “learner dispositions profile” for an FPS student that reflects the critical 

attributes appropriate at each level 

 Revise and align report card indicators to provide feedback to students and parents 

 Expand student-led conferences and/or passage portfolios systemically 

 Consider curriculum and instructional strategies that will develop students’ learner 

dispositions 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources of Evidence: 

 

 Are students reflecting on their own learning goals and able to explain strengths and 

needs? 

 Do students feel a sense of ownership and pride in their work habits and dispositions? 

 Can students describe the ways in which their individual efforts contribute to a culture 

of learning in the classroom? 

 Are students exhibiting a growth mindset? 

 Are systems in place to allow students to learn from their mistakes and persist in the 

attainment of learning goals? 

 Does the student survey data indicate strong results in the areas of motivation, 

resourcefulness, independence, and mutual respect? 
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2. Student Voice and Choice in Learning 
 

 

IF we design instruction to include multiple and varied ways for students to make choices about 

the content, process and product of their work THEN students will develop a deeper 

understanding of core content knowledge and skills and exhibit the thinking and learning skills in 

the Vision of the Graduate.  

 

 

We will… 

 Use the collaborative inquiry process to build capacity for instruction that exemplifies all 

aspects of the Framework for Teaching and Learning 

 Expand inquiry-based, project-based and problem-based learning at all levels 

 Increase opportunities for authentic audiences 

 Focus Student Success Plans in grade 6 - 12 more explicitly on the VoG 

 Consider the efficacy of Capstone-like learning experiences at other levels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources of Evidence: 

 Are students demonstrating their learning in different ways instead of a “one-size-fits-

all” approach to summative assessment? 

 Are we seeing students engaged in authentic work with audiences that matter to the 

students? 

 Do we have strong examples of student-driven independent learning at all levels? 

 Are students aware of and interested in developing their own success plans? Do these 

plans aim toward college and career readiness?  

 Does the student survey data indicate increasing opportunities for choice, relevance 

and collaboration in the learning process?  
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3. Student-engaged Assessment Practice 
 

 

IF we design a system of standards-based essential learning targets and student-driven 

demonstrations of understanding in every discipline THEN all students will be able to use 

feedback and their own performance data to achieve academic excellence and pursue personal 

goals. 

 

 

We will… 

 Clarify essential learning targets for every course / grade level 

 Improve the quality of models, critique protocols, and descriptive feedback used in 

classrooms 

 Implement Data Wise practices with students 

 Examine, refine and develop celebrations of learning as opportunities to reflect on and 

strive for academic and personal excellence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources of Evidence: 

 Are we seeing students using learning targets to self-assess and monitor their daily 

work? 

 Do students have models that help them know what good work looks like? 

 Are teachers having regular conversations with students about their performance data 

in a way that develops student ownership for progress? 

 Is effort and resilience celebrated and valued? 

 Is the learning process made public and examined such that students learn from each 

other? 

 Does the student survey data indicate strong results in the areas of goal setting, 

feedback, and high expectations? 
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4. Student Partnerships and Innovation 
 

 

IF we partner with students in the continuous improvement process THEN we will solve our 

most challenging problems of practice and unleash innovative teaching and learning at every 

level. 

 

 

 

We will… 

 Continue to expand Student Rounds in every school 

 Include students in Stakeholder Feedback Survey data protocols 

 Showcase and celebrate student learning in new ways in order to highlight the attributes 

of a growth mindset 

 Regularly engage with Student Focus Groups to gather feedback on Program and School 

Development Plans  

 Interview FPS graduates  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources of Evidence: 

 Are students represented on appropriate district / school improvement committees? 

 Are we asking students about their learning experiences to better understand survey 

results? 

 Do students know how to access opportunities for dialogue, feedback and participation 

in school-based improvement work?  

 Are we listening to “student voice” from a wide and diverse range of students?  

 Do our graduates report feeling well prepared for their first steps beyond high school?   
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Teaching & Learning Priority Goal for 2015-16 

 
To support all IAR students in achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public Schools Graduate (VoG) 
by teaching them to take greater ownership for their own learning, as articulated in the Student 
Learning Expectations of the Farmington Frameworks for Teaching and Learning (FTL). 
 

Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Responsibilities 
Who will do it? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 

progress? 

Instruction – Lessons, Tasks and 
Learning Targets, Homework 
 
Support teachers and teams in:  

Designing and/or refining lessons 
and tasks that promote greater 
student ownership for learning, are 
aligned to the FTL and the VoG, and 
provide more opportunities for 
student choice; 
 
Designing and/or refining high-
quality learning targets aligned to 
Connecticut Core Standards and 
Farmington’s Core Academic Content 
Performance Standards; and 
 
Designing and refining homework 
assignments, and clarifying our 
message to students about the 
purpose and value of homework. 

 
Administrators 
 
Resource Teachers 
 
Faculty 
 
Students 

 
Classroom instruction will be 
increasingly student-centered, 
and students will be deeply 
engaged in meaningful, 
purposeful and challenging 
learning as articulated in the 
FTL. 
 
Teachers and students will 
consistently use high-quality 
learning targets to drive 
instruction and monitor student 
performance and progress.   
 
Students will demonstrate 
progress in achieving the VoG 
as measured by district, school 
and department rubrics. 
 
Students will report more 
opportunities for self-directed, 
highly engaging, meaningful and 
challenging work, as well as 
choice, in their classes. 
 
Improved student perceptions 
of the value of homework as 
indicated in the spring student 
survey. 
 

Coaching & Student Voice 
 
Support Resource Teachers in providing 
high-quality instructional coaching 
focused on the FTL.  Resource teachers 
will use data from coaching visits to plan 
department-based professional 
development. 
 

 
Administrators 
 
Resource Teachers 
 
Faculty 
 
Students 

 
Data and new learning derived 
from instructional rounds and 
student feedback will drive 
continuous improvement 
efforts in the areas of 
curriculum, instruction and 
assessment.  
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Conduct multiple cycles of instructional 
rounds with both teachers and students 
throughout the year focused on student 
ownership for learning.  
 
Solicit feedback from students about 
their learning experiences to better 
understand how to get them to take 
greater ownership for their own 
learning.  This student feedback will be 
shared with and analyzed by the faculty. 
 

 
 
Feedback from participating 
teachers will indicate that 
instructional rounds and 
coaching helped them to 
improve their own practice. 
 
Feedback from students will 
indicate they have more 
opportunities for self-directed, 
highly engaging, meaningful and 
challenging work in their 
classes. 
 

Writing Across the Disciplines 
 
Improve students’ abilities to write both 
informative/explanatory text and 
arguments across a variety of 
disciplines, by: 

Continuing to increase the capacity 
of teachers to provide high-quality 
writing instruction and assessments 
aligned to Connecticut Core 
Standards (CCS),  
 
Continuing to design and revise 
lessons and writing tasks to align to 
CCS, and 
 
Exploring ways to make writing 
more interesting and engaging to 
students, particularly those who are 
reluctant writers. 

  

 
Administrators 
 
Resource Teachers 
 
Literacy Specialist 
 
Faculty 
 
Students 

 
Students will demonstrate 
improvement in writing 
informational/explanatory text 
and arguments text across the 
disciplines.  
 
Regular collaborative analysis 
of student work samples and 
performance data will drive 
instruction and assessment 
decisions about writing. 



13 

 

Climate, Culture & Communication Priority Goal for 2015-16 
 

To promote a positive school climate and culture and strong communication in order to support 
the academic, personal, and social development of all students. 

 
Strategic Actions 

What will be done? 
Responsibilities 

Who will do it? 
Indicators of Success 

How do we know we are making 
progress? 

Respect, Responsibility, Resilience & 
Safety  
 
Continue implementation and evaluation 
of Positive Behavior Interventions & 
Supports (PBIS) to clarify our common 
behavioral expectations. 
 
Continue implementation of the 
Advisory program to help students feel 
more connected to, and invested in, 
school. 
 
Solicit student and faculty input on PBIS, 
Advisory lessons and other activities and 
revise them accordingly. 
 
Explore additional ways to promote 
kindness, compassion and respect 
among students through programming 
and professional development. 
 

 
Administration 
 
Faculty and staff 
 
School Climate 
Committee 
 
Students 

 
Faculty and staff will implement 
PBIS and Advisory with fidelity. 
 
Students will understand and 
demonstrate IAR’s behavior 
expectations.   
 
Surveys of students, parents, 
faculty and staff will show an 
improvement in perceptions of 
positive school climate and 
culture. 

Stakeholder Communications 
 
Develop and implement meaningful and 
ongoing feedback loops with faculty to 
solicit and receive input and ideas on 
ways to improve climate, culture and 
communication at IAR. 
 
Solicit feedback from students about 
their perceptions of climate and culture 
and ways to improve them.  This 
feedback will be analyzed by the School 
Climate Committee and shared with the 
faculty. 
 
Continue ongoing and regular 
communication with parents, the 
community, and the Board of Education, 
through newsletters, presentations, 
Board updates, participation in the 7-12 

 
Administration 
 
Faculty and staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Surveys of students, parents, 
faculty and staff will show an 
improvement in perceptions of 
positive school climate, culture, 
and communication. 
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Design for Continuous Improvement 
Council, and other venues as 
appropriate. 

 



15 

 

English Language Arts Goal 2015-16 
 

Goal: To improve the  literacy performance standards of all IAR students and to support them in 
achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public Schools Graduate (VoG), by teaching them the skills 
required to read, understand, interpret, discuss, and critique diverse texts, and to communicate 
effectively in writing for a wide variety of purposes and audiences.  
 
Narrative: The Connecticut Core Standards (CCS) for ELA are closely aligned with the both the 
VoG and the FTL.   Students are expected to read more complex text with an emphasis on text-
dependent questions, participate in small-group discussions to interpret or dispute findings, 
pursue topics of interest in research, articulate ideas in multiple formats, and use technology tools 
to enhance communication. 
 

BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #1 
All students will meet established English / language arts performance standards by 
demonstrating the skills to read, understand, interpret, discuss and critique diverse texts and to 
communicate effectively through independent and collaborative writing for a wide variety of 
purposes and audiences.  They will take initiative to explore interests and respond to problems 
through research and use their literacy skills to exercise leadership and responsible citizenship.   

 
 

Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Responsibilities 
Who will do it? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 

progress? 
Instruction – Lessons and Learning 
Targets 
 
Teachers will continue to evaluate and 
revise reading, writing, and speaking 
lessons and tasks to support the FTL and 
VoG, and to provide students with more 
opportunities for choice and greater 
ownership for their own learning. 
 
ELA teachers will develop and use 
overarching and daily learning targets 
aligned to the Connecticut Core 
Standards (CCS) for reading, writing, 
speaking, and language. 

 
 
 
Teachers 
 
Students 

 
 
Instruction will be geared 
toward the workshop style, 
which provides more choice, 
collaboration, deeper 
engagement, and challenging 
student-centered lessons 
aligned to the FTL and VoG. 
 
Students will report having 
multiple opportunities for self-
directed, engaged learning that 
provides meaningful and 
challenging tasks, as described 
in the FTL. 
 
Teachers will use common 
overarching and daily learning 
targets to drive instruction and 
monitor student progress 
towards mastery of literacy 
skills. 
 
Students will demonstrate their 
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understanding of overarching 
and daily learning targets as 
they monitor and assess their 
own performance and progress. 
 

Writing 
 
Improve students’ abilities to write in 
three genres: informative, narrative, and 
argument writing, by: 

increasing the capacity of 
teachers to provide high-quality 
writing instruction and 
assessments aligned to the CCS, 
 
engaging in regular writing 
protocols to determine student 
progress towards mastery of the 
learning targets, and 
 
exploring ways to engage 
reluctant writers. 

 
 

 
 
Teachers 

 
Literacy Specialist  

 
Students 

 
 
Teachers will apply new and 
effective teaching strategies for 
engaging students in the writing 
process. 
 
Students will participate in 
writing protocols to receive 
feedback from peers. 
 
Teachers will use student work 
to begin developing a 
progression of writing samples 
for each writing genre. 
 
Students will demonstrate 
improvement in their writing by 
monitoring their own 
performance through the use of 
learning target checks and 
trackers throughout the year.   
 
Teachers will analyze student 
data from writing assessments 
given during the year to 
determine student growth.  
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Mathematics Goal 2015-16 
 

Goal: To improve the academic performance of all IAR students in applying mathematics concepts 
and to support them in achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public Schools Graduate (VoG), 
through a multiple-year implementation of the Connecticut Core Standards (CCS) for Mathematics 
and a continued focus on the VoG skills of Self-Direction and Resourcefulness. 
 
Narrative:  CCS, which continues to change the rigor and focus of IAR’s math program, is closely 
aligned to the VoG and the Farmington Frameworks for Teaching and Learning (FTL).  CCS’s 
Standards for Mathematical Practice describe ways in which students should engage with 
mathematics in deeper ways as they grow in mathematical maturity and expertise throughout the 
elementary, middle, and high school years. 
 

BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #2 
All students will meet established mathematics performance standards by demonstrating problem solving 
and reasoning skills that advance understanding and application of essential mathematical concepts, 
making mathematical connections to their lives and to the world and by using a variety of tools and  
representations to effectively communicate mathematical thinking. 

 
 

Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Responsibilities 
Who will do it? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 

progress? 

Instruction  
 
Teachers will collaborate to implement 
new the CCS-aligned curricula for 
Advanced Algebra 8. 
 
Teachers will collaborate to continue 
implementing and revising the CCS-
aligned curricula for other IAR math 
courses that are in their 2nd or 3rd year of 
implementation. 
 
Teachers will collaborate throughout the 
year to develop instructional materials 
that align to, support, and promote CCS, 
the FTL, and the VoG. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Resource Teacher 
 
Teachers  

 
 
Year 3 results of common 
assessments for Math 7 & Pre-
Algebra 7 will show the growth 
in student performance and 
help define needs.  
 
Year 2 results of common 
assessments for Advanced Pre-
Algebra 7, Math 8, and Algebra 
8 will show the growth in 
student performance and help 
define needs.  
 
Baseline results of common 
assessments for Advanced 
Algebra 8 will help define 
student performance strengths 
and needs in the new curricula. 
(The growth will be seen after 
multiple years of implement-
tation.) 
 
Teachers’ descriptive examples 
and peer observations will 
show evidence of more student-
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centered learning experiences 
that foster student achievement 
of the VoG and CCS and that 
align to the FPS Teacher 
Practice Rubric. 

 
Self-Direction and Resourcefulness 
 
Teachers will design and/or refine high- 
quality learning targets aligned to the 
CCS.  
 
Teachers will design and/or refine 
lessons and tasks that promote greater 
student ownership for learning. 
 
 

 
 
Teachers 
 
Students 

 
Teachers and students will 
consistently use high-quality 
learning targets to drive 
instruction and monitor student 
performance and progress.   
 
Students will have more 
opportunities for self-directed 
work.  
 
Students will demonstrate 
progress in taking greater 
ownership for their own 
learning. 
  
The 2015-2016 Math 
Department’s TARG-IT data will 
provide evidence of this growth 
and help define future growth 
needs. 
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Science and Applied Physics and Engineering Goal 2015-16 

 

Goal: To improve the academic performance of all IAR students in evidence-based writing and to 
support them in achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public Schools Graduate (VoG), through 
development of the Challenging Expectations dispositions of the Framework for Teaching and 
Learning in order to support students’ ability to become more self-directed learners.  

 
Narrative:  Science and APE students will engage in instruction that guides them to construct 
their own meaning about science and engineering concepts through the writing of scientific 
arguments. Teachers will provide strategies and choices for students to evaluate their own 
progress toward, and mastery of, science and engineering learning targets. 
 

BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #3 
All students will meet established science performance standards by demonstrating the critical thinking, 
technology and inquiry skills in life, physical and earth sciences.  They will examine natural phenomena, 
pose and evaluate arguments based on evidence, explore interests and make decisions about contemporary 
issues in science. 
 

 
Strategic Actions 

What will be done? 
Responsibilities 

Who will do it? 
Indicators of Success 

How do we know we are making 
progress? 

Instruction 
 
Teachers will develop common 
overarching and daily concept-based 
learning targets for each course 

 
Teachers will develop a common K-11 
Science/Engineering Practices Learning 
Target Continuum. 
 
Teachers will develop a repertoire of 
learning target checks and will revise 
lessons to involve students in evaluating 
their own progress towards mastery. 
 
Teachers will develop a coherent Body 
of Evidence that aligns Cornerstone 
tasks, K-11 Science and Engineering 
Practice Learning Target Continuum, 
Vision of the Graduate, Connecticut Core 
Standards and rubrics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Science and APE 
teachers 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Students will become more 
involved in choosing what they 
need to do to master a learning 
target. 
 
Learning target checks will be 
embedded seamlessly in 
classroom practices with 
increased student ownership of 
the process.  
 
Revised lessons will include 
more opportunities for student 
reflection and revision during 
the learning progression, rather 
than after assessment. 
 
Coherent set of common 
assessments and rubrics will be 
explicit in curriculum maps. 
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Evidence-Based Writing 
 
Teachers will implement the recently 
revised argument writing rubric. 

 
Grade-level teams will share student 
writing samples to identify common 
weaknesses and design instructional 
interventions. 
 
Grade-level teams will develop rubrics 
for Engineering Challenge prompts that 
were implemented last year. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Science and APE 
teachers 

 
 
Students will be able to include 
identification and explanation 
of outliers in their scientific 
arguments. 
 
 
Students will improve their 
performance on written 
responses to investigations and 
engineering challenges as 
measured by common grade-
level assessments. 
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Social Studies Goal 2015-16 
 

Goal: To improve the academic performance of all IAR students related to argument writing and 
to support them in achieving the Vision of the Farmington Graduate (VoG), through the use of 
instructional strategies that allow students to take more ownership for their own learning by 
generating their own learning goals and monitoring their own progress.    
 
Narrative:  Our goal is to improve students’ skills related to argument writing with a focus on 
improving their abilities to properly explain how their evidence supports their claims.  Students 
will create their own learning goals based on teacher feedback and then chart their progress 
related to specific argument writing skills.  The department will focus on improving students’ 
abilities to write an effective argument essay as measured by a modified FPS Opinion/Argument 
Writing Rubric for Grades 6-12. 

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard # 4 

 All students will meet established social studies performance standards by demonstrating 
critical thinking, reasoning and argument writing skills applied to the study of history, geography, 
culture, and political and economic systems in order to make informed decisions, pose innovative 
solutions, and meet the challenges of participatory citizenship in an increasingly pluralistic society 
and interdependent world. Students will demonstrate greater sense of individual responsibility 
making choices about and taking responsibility for their own learning goals related to argument 
writing. 

 

 
Strategic Actions 

What will be done? 
Responsibilities 

Who will do it? 
Indicators of Success 

How do we know we are making 
progress? 

Instruction – Lessons, Tasks, Learning 
Targets, Homework 
 
Teachers will continue to design and/or 
refine lessons and tasks that promote 
greater student ownership for learning, 
are aligned to the FTL and the VoG, and 
provide more opportunities for student 
choice. 
 
Teachers will continue to design and/or 
refine high-quality learning targets 
aligned to Connecticut Core Standards 
and Farmington’s Social Studies 
standards 
 

 
 
 
Teachers 
 
Resource Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Students will take more 
ownership for their own 
learning.  Learning tasks and 
assessments will provide 
students with more choice. 
 
 
Classroom instruction will be 
driven by the use of high-
quality learning targets.  
Students will monitor their own 
performance against these 
learning targets. 
 

Coaching & Student Voice 
 
Teachers will participate in school-wide 
instructional rounds throughout the 
year. 

 

 
 
Teachers 
 
Resource Teacher 
 

 
 
Teachers will share best 
practices observed in rounds in 
grade-level and department 
meetings. 
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Teachers will continue to participate in 
department coaching opportunities by 
observing each other’s classes 
throughout the year.  Teachers will 
share feedback with their colleagues 
using the Coaching Instrument related to 
learning targets. 

 
Teachers will solicit feedback from 
students about their experiences with 
key argument writing learning tasks.  
Student reflections for key argument 
writing learning tasks will provide 
feedback to teachers about how their 
experiences were helpful to their 
personal learning. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lessons will reflect the high-
quality use of learning targets in 
classrooms. 
 
Student reflections will help to 
provide input for how 
instruction and assessment can 
provide more student voice and 
choice. 

Writing Across the Disciplines 
 
Teachers will continue to increase their 
capacity to provide high-quality writing 
instruction and assessments aligned to 
Connecticut Core Standards (CCS).  

 
Teachers will continue to develop high-
quality lessons related to argument 
writing focusing on specific skills such as 
providing relevant evidence to support a 
claim, explaining how specific evidence 
supports a claim, and refuting 
counterclaims. 

 
Teachers will pilot individual writing 
conference for a cohort of students after 
the first argument writing assessment of 
the year.  This conference will help to 
provide direction and focus for what 
each student should work on for their 
argument writing learning targets for 
the rest of the year. 
 
 

 
 
Teachers 
 
Resource Teacher 
 
Literacy Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Classroom instruction related to 
argument writing will improve 
and allow for more 
differentiation based on 
students’ self-identified needs. 
 
Classroom instruction will 
demonstrate the use of these 
mini-lessons related to 
argument writing. 
 
Student argument writing will 
improve from the Fall to the 
Spring. 
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World Languages Goal 2015-16 

 

Goal: To improve the academic performance of all IAR students in proficiency skills and to 
support them in achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public Schools Graduate (VoG), by 
teaching students to take more ownership of their own learning.  
 
Narrative:  By focusing on student ownership and learning targets, students will lead their own 
learning to improve their sustained interpersonal communication skills in the target language.  
Students will engage in authentic spontaneous interpersonal communication tasks and develop 
their critical thinking and reasoning skills, self-direction and resourcefulness.  

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #5 

All students will meet established world language performance standards by demonstrating the linguistic 
and cultural skills needed to communicate, collaborate and connect with people of different experiences 
and perspectives from around the world.   

 
 

Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Responsibilities 
Who will do it? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 

progress? 

Instruction – Lessons, Tasks, Learning 
Targets, Homework 
 
Teachers will design and/or refine 
lessons and tasks that promote greater 
student ownership for learning, are 
aligned to the FTL and the VoG, and 
provide more opportunities for student 
choice.  
 
Teachers will design and/or refine high-
quality learning targets aligned to 
ACTFL standards. 
 
Teachers will design and/or refine 
homework assignments and clarify our 
message to students about the purpose 
and value of homework.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Teachers 

 
 
 
Students will be at the center of 
instruction that is engaging, 
meaningful, purposeful and 
challenging relating to spoken 
communication in the target 
language. 
 
Students will have more 
opportunities for choice and 
personalization in their classes. 

 
Students will consistently use 
learning targets to self-monitor 
their performance and 
progress.   
 
Students will be given 
meaningful and purposeful 
homework.   
 

New Proficiency Assessments 
 
Teachers will design and/or refine 
lessons, tasks, assessments, and rubrics 
that are aligned to, support, and 
promote ACTFL’s Modified Oral 

 
 
Teachers  

 
 
Data from common tasks 
and/or assessments in 
spontaneous and sustained 
interpersonal communication 
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Proficiency Interview (MOPI), and that 
promote student proficiency in the 
target language.   
 

skills will demonstrate student 
growth over time. 

Writing Across the Disciplines  
 
Teachers will reinforce literacy skills of 
the Connecticut Core Standards (CCS) 
and Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA) 
with a focus on informational/ 
explanatory and arguments texts. 
 
Teachers will revise or develop common 
writing tasks, assessments, and rubrics 
that are aligned to, support, and 
promote the CCS and SBA. 
 
 
 

 
 
Teachers  

 
 
Data from common tasks 
and/or assessments will 
demonstrate student growth 
over time.   

Instructional Rounds & Coaching  
 
Teachers will engage in instructional 
rounds at WWUES and/or FHS that are 
focused on student ownership for 
learning and proficiency assessments. 
 
Resource teacher will perform coaching 
focused on student ownership for 
learning and proficiency assessments. 
 
Teachers will participate in K-12 rounds 
to determine strengths and needs as the 
department moves toward proficiency. 
 

 
 
Teachers  
 
Resource Teacher 
 
  

 
 
Weekly grade-level meetings 
will focus on ways to increase 
student ownership for learning 
and proficiency-based 
instruction. 
 
Regular coaching visits will 
show that classroom instruction 
is increasingly student-centered 
and proficiency based.  
 



25 

 

 

Library and Technology Goal 2015-16 
 

Goal: To support all IAR students in achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public Schools 
Graduate by improving students’ ability to conduct meaningful research, use critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills, and effectively use online applications to complete inquiry-based learning 
tasks. 
 
Narrative:  By the end of 8th grade, all students will be able to effectively and efficiently conduct 
research, solve problems, think critically, and use a variety of technology applications while 
engaging in inquiry and project-based learning.  Students will be able to create, edit, and share 
files to collaborate with their peers and teachers and demonstrate their understanding in 
technology-based assessment tasks. 

 
Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Responsibilities 
Who will do it? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are 

making progress? 
Inquiry 
 
Identify the steps of inquiry-oriented 
tasks that support the VoG and that 
provide opportunities for students to 
take greater ownership for their own 
learning. 
 
Collaborate with content-area teachers 
to align instruction with the inquiry 
process, new technologies, and project-
based learning.   
 
 
 

 
 
Students 
 
Classroom Teachers 
 
Library Media 
Specialist 
 
Technology Specialist 
 

 
 
Teachers will have a better 
understanding of inquiry.  
Teachers will begin to include 
inquiry, self-direction and 
resourcefulness skills into 
assessment rubrics. 
 
Students will have more 
opportunities to engage in tasks 
aligned to an inquiry model in 
the Team A’s project- based 
learning pilot and Paideia 2.0. 
 
Through expanding apps, 
students will have more choice 
on how they demonstrate their 
learning. 
 

Professional Development 
Continue to offer content-specific 
technology professional development 
for all faculty and staff. 
 
WeVideo training - online video editing 
and collaborating app 
 
Lynda.com - training 
 
What’s new with Google (Google’s 
interactive newsletter) 

 
Technology Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Library Media 
Specialist 
 

 
Teachers will add WeVideo as 
an assessment option.   
 
Teachers will have an 
opportunity to explore a wide 
range of technology related 
applications and software.   
 
Teachers of all disciplines will 
utilize the new inquiry 
standards in the development of 
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Swivel/iPad - recording devices 
 
New Inquiry Standards 
 
 

 new research assignments and 
the revision of current ones.   
 
Students will have more 
opportunities to engage in tasks 
aligned to an inquiry model and 
new/revised rubrics for these 
assignments should reflect 
these expectations. 
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Health & Physical Education Goal 2015-16 
 

Goal: To improve the academic performance of all health and physical education students at IAR 
in taking greater ownership for their own learning, and to support them in achieving the Vision of 
the Farmington Public School Graduate (VoG), through the continued implementation of the 
Farmington Frameworks for Teaching and Learning (FTL).  

 
Narrative:  The Health & Physical Education department is continuing to develop and revise tasks 
and assessments to support all students to achieve the VoG.  Physical education and health 
students will take greater ownership for their own learning while exploring their own interests 
and setting meaningful personal goals. 
 

BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #6 
1. A   All students will meet established health, physical education, and wellness performance standards by 

de demonstrating self-direction and resourcefulness in setting goals, solving problems and seeking  
2.       feedback to develop and maintain a personal plan for life-long wellness. 

 
 

 
Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Responsibilities 
Who will do it? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are 

making progress? 
Instruction & Rounds 
 
Health and Physical Education teachers 
will help students to improve their 
ability to make connections to topics 
discussed in class, and to explain in their 
writing the significance of the topic as it 
relates to health and wellness. 
 
Health and Physical Education teachers 
will participate in instructional rounds 
to observe the implementation of these 
tasks in colleagues’ classes. 
 

 
Teachers 
 
Students 
 
Library Media 
Specialist 
 
Literacy Specialist 

 
Students will be engaged in 
meaningful and purposeful 
learning as articulated in the 
FTL, will have more 
opportunities to make 
connections to topics discussed 
in class, and explain in their 
writing the significance of the 
topic as it relates to health and 
wellness. 

Writing  
 
Improve students’ abilities to write 
informational text by: 

continuing to deepen our collective 
understanding of the expectations 
for informational writing articulated 
in Connecticut Core Standards (CCS), 
as it applies to Physical Education 
and Health; 
 
reviewing, researching, and 
rewriting units to promote more 

 
 

Teachers 
 

Students 

 
 

Students will demonstrate 
improvement in informative 
writing in Physical Education 
and Health. 
 
 
Students will demonstrate 
improvement in writing by 
using checklists and feedback 
during the revision process. 
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CCS-aligned informational writing; 
and 
 
continuing to develop and revise 
tasks and assessments, including 
editing and writing tasks, for 
alignment to CCS. 
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Music Goal 2015-16 

 
Goal:  To support students in taking greater ownership of their own learning by evaluating their 
performance, setting personal goals, designing strategies for improving solo technique and sight 
reading skills (proficiency in playing an instrument or voice).  Through written analysis, self-
reflection, critique, goal setting and persistent effort, students will progress towards successfully 
achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public Schools Graduate (VoG). 

 
Narrative: The music department’s goal will support students in achieving the VoG, specifically 
Self-Direction and Resourcefulness and Framework for Teaching and Learning Principal #5 
Individual Responsibility.  Teachers will provide opportunities to increase independent 
musicianship while taking greater ownership for their own learning and progress.  In addition, 
students will strive to achieve the Connecticut Core Standards (CCS) in writing and the 
Farmington Music Arts Graduation Standard 6 (“Students perform expressively, with appropriate 
interpretation and technical accuracy, and in a manner appropriate to the audience and context.”) 

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #7 

 
All students will meet established music, fine and applied arts performance standards by 
demonstrating an understanding of the problem solving and communication processes of creating, 
performing and responding.  They will acquire an understanding of classical and contemporary arts and their 
impact in diverse cultures.   

 
Strategic Actions 

What will be done? 
Responsibilities 

Who will do it? 
Indicators of Success 

How do we know we are making progress? 
VoG & FTL 
 
Teachers will guide students to improve 
their solo technique and sight reading 
performance skills in music as follows: 

Teachers and students will gather data 
on individual solo technique and sight 
reading skills through assessment, 
critical observation of ensemble 
performance and self-reflection. 
 
Students will set personal 
performance goals. 
 
Students will take ownership of their 
own learning by creating and 
implementing a plan for their own 
improvement and using data to track 
progress. 

 
Teachers will engage in professional 
development related to student 
ownership of learning in music (i.e. 

 
Teachers 
 
Students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment data will show 80% of 
students will meet standard or 
improve by one to two points on 
the Cornerstone Solo Technique 
and/or Sight Reading Assessment 
Rubric. 
 
Students will evaluate their 
improvement, continue to refine 
goals, track personal data, and use 
strategies that reflect progress 
towards greater Self-Direction and 
Resourcefulness and Individual 
Responsibility. 
 
Teachers will continue to 
implement new strategies, collect 
student exemplars, and develop 
rubrics. 
 
Professional development will 
include data analysis.  Teachers 
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collaboration, observation, teaching 
websites, Leaders of their Own Learning, 
Better Learning Through Structured 
Teaching: A Framework for the Gradual 
Release of Responsibility, and video 
examples of student performances. 

will learn to give feedback to 
students through data. Students 
will learn to set personal goals 
according to the data from their 
assessments. 
 
Students and teachers will 
evaluate student utilization of the 
department’s Self-Direction, 
Resourcefulness and Individual 
Responsibility rubric.  80% of 
students will meet standard or 
improve by one to two points. 
 
Students will demonstrate 
Individual Responsibility by 
documenting their efforts outside 
of class (i.e. practice charts, goal 
progress), learning their music 
independently, performing in 
rehearsals, instrumental lessons 
and concert performances. 
 

CCS Writing 
 
Teachers will refine established writing 
tasks to provide students opportunities to 
self-reflect and critique their own 
performances as well as demonstrate their 
knowledge of music history, performance 
practice and technique using specific 
music vocabulary to appropriately reflect 
student or group performance.  
 
Students will evaluate and refine personal 
and ensemble performances, individually 
or in collaboration with others. 
(NCAS, Performing: Rehearse, Evaluate 
and Refine) Farmington Public Schools 
Music Standard #5 
 

 
Teachers 
 
Students 

 
Students will critique their own 
performance using 
appropriate music vocabulary and 
demonstrate their knowledge of 
correct performance technique 
and musical elements. 
 
Students will  improve their 
ability to analyze, write goals, 
revise and reflect on their work, as 
measured by the Music 
Department Writing rubric. 
 
Students will critique individual 
performances of a varied 
repertoire of music, including 
melodies, repertoire pieces, and 
chordal accompaniments selected 
for performance, and identify 
practice strategies to address 
performance challenges and refine 
the performances. (NCAS:MU: 
 Pr5.1.H) 
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Art Goal 2015-16 
 

Goal: To improve the academic performance of all IAR students in art and to support them in 
achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public Schools Graduate (VoG), by pushing them to take 
greater ownership for their own learning as articulated in the Student Learning Expectations of 
the Farmington Frameworks for Teaching and Learning (FTL). 

 
Narrative:  Students will become more independent and resourceful with open-ended design 
problems that require them to develop self-directed goals and look for multiple solutions.  They 
will discuss their work, their thinking and creative processes, and their final results in peer 
critiques, which will support them in achieving Connecticut Core Standards (CCS) by having them 
write and speak about their work and the work of others, and grounding their statements in visual 
evidence.  
 

BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #7 
 

All students will meet established music, fine and applied arts performance standards by demonstrating 
an understanding of diverse cultures through the communication processes of creating, performing and 
responding, visual literacy in global arts, contemporary media and communication, and creative problem 
solving in design applications. 

 

 
Strategic Actions 

What will be done? 
Responsibilities 

Who will do it? 
Indicators of Success 

How do we know we are making 
progress? 

Instruction – Lessons & Tasks 
  
Define and/or refine lessons and tasks 
that promote greater student ownership 
for learning, are aligned to the FTL and 
the VoG, and provide more 
opportunities for student choice. 
 

 
Teachers  

 
Students will take greater 
ownership for their own 
learning. 
 
Students will exhibit greater 
voice and choice within lessons. 
 
Students are able to articulate 
the learning target that they are 
working toward in class. 

Student Voice 
 
Solicit feedback from students about 
their learning experience to better 
understand how to get them to take 
greater ownership for their own 
learning in art. 
 
 
 

 
Students 

 
Feedback from students will 
inform our practice. 

CCS Writing 
 

Tasks will be developed to provide 
students with opportunities to critique 

 
Teachers 

 
 

Students will be able to critique 
and write using specific and 
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and then write about their work using 
specific and relevant details based on 
the elements and principles of design. 

 
Tasks will be developed to provide 
students with opportunities to write 
about their work using content-specific 
vocabulary to appropriately reflect the 
purpose/intent of the work. 
 

relevant details based on the 
elements and principles of 
design. 

 
Students will write about their 
work using appropriate art 
vocabulary that appropriately 
reflects upon the purpose/ 
intent of their work. 
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Special Education Department Goal 2015-16 
 

Goal: To improve the academic performance of all IAR students receiving special education and 
related services and to support students in achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public Schools 
Graduate (VoG), by empowering them to take greater ownership of their own learning as 
articulated in the Student Learning Expectations of the Framework for Teaching and Learning 
(FTL).  
 
 

Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Responsibilities 
Who will do it? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 

progress? 

Instruction – Lessons, Tasks, Learning 
Targets, Homework 
 
Continue to deepen teacher’s ability to 
identify, design, and differentiate lessons 
to promote the VoG, and eliminate 
“ableism” through the use of effective 
classroom strategies.  
 
Case managers will develop 
independence goals for all students who 
receive paraprofessional support as part 
of their Individual Education Plans 
(IEPs). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Resource Teacher 
 
Case Managers  
 
Related Services 
Personnel  
 
 

 
 

Data and new learning derived 
from instructional rounds and 
student feedback will drive 
learning strategies instruction 
and paraprofessional training. 

 
Students will demonstrate 
progress in achieving the VoG 
by showing increased 
independence in the classroom, 
as evidenced by district, school, 
and department rubrics.  
 

Writing Across the Disciplines 
 
Analyze student performance data 
(writing assessments, SBA, independent 
work samples) to determine trends in 
student performance data, and identify 
instructional strategies to close gaps in 
performance. 
 
Continue to increase the capacity of 
teachers to provide high-quality writing 
instruction in all settings (general 
education classes, self-contained classes, 
and resource classes). 
 

 
 
Case Managers 
 
Literacy Specialist 
  

 
 
Students will demonstrate 
improvement in writing 
informational/explanatory text 
and arguments text across the 
disciplines. 

 
Students will demonstrate 
progress by mastering writing 
objectives identified in their 
Individual Education Plans.  

 

Professional Development, Coaching, 
Instructional Rounds 
 
Case managers will receive training and 

 
 
 
Resource Teacher 

 
 
 

Case managers will be able to 
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practical experience administering and 
interpreting the Kaufman Test of 
Educational Achievement, Third Edition 
(KTEA-3), an individually administered 
assessment of key academic skills 
(Pearson Clinical).  
 
Case managers will continue to receive 
training in the use of the State Education 
Resource Center’s Individual Education 
Plan (IEP) Rubric, for the purpose of 
self-evaluating the quality of the IEPs 
they write.  
 
Conduct instructional rounds with 
special education case managers 
focusing on students’ ownership for 
their own learning, and the VoG.  
 
 

 
Case Managers 

analyze and interpret KTEA-3 
data to help inform decision 
making regarding student 
programming and eligibility.  

 
IEPs will score in the Promising 
Practice range on the State 
Education Resource Center IEP 
Rubric (for all areas addressed 
in training). 

 
 

 
Stakeholder Communications 
 
Offer parents and other stakeholder 
information sessions addressing topics 
of concern such as helping students with 
disabilities achieve the VoG, fostering 
independence, and understanding and 
supporting students who learn 
differently.  
 

 
 
 
Director of Special 
Services 
 
Case Managers 
 
 

 
 
 

Parents of students with IEPs 
will be feel supported and 
knowledgeable of resources. 
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ACADEMIC INDICATORS 
 

GRADE-LEVEL STANDARDS – GRADE 7 
 

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding Grade-Level Standard in Grade Seven 
 

Subject 2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Reading 85 87 82 84 87 83 
Writing 85 86 82 83 85 84 

Mathematics 97 90 88 95 91 89 
Science 92 96 91 93 97 94 

Social Studies 91 92 94 92 90 90 
World 

Language 
91 88 86 89 89 92 

 
GRADE-LEVEL STANDARDS – GRADE 8 

 
Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding Grade-Level Standard in Grade Eight 

 
Subject 2009-

10 
2010-

11 
2011-

12 
2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Reading 82 86 81 81 88 91 
Writing 78 81 78 77 82 83 

Mathematics 80 85 87 86 92 90 
Science 85 85 87 87 90 91 

Social Studies 83 83 83 85 93 89 
World Language 90 85 79 79 90 88 
 

SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENT 
 

Percentage of Students Meeting / Exceeding State Goal – 2015* 
Subject Grade 7 Grade 8 

English Language Arts 77 83 
Mathematics 65 74 

 
*This is the first year that student level data is available therefore no longitudinal data is reported. 

 
CONNECTICUT MASTERY TEST – GRADE 8 

 
Percentage of Students Meeting / Exceeding State Goal 

Subject 2009-
10 

2010-
11 

2011-
12 

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

Science 86 90 87 80 92 86 
 (CMTs were eliminated for all subjects other than Grade 5 and Grade 8 Science.)    
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Board of Education 5-Year Goal Indicators 
 

Critical Thinking and Reasoning 
 

Students access, interpret, analyze, and evaluate ideas and information, draw evidence-based conclusions, 
synthesize new learning with prior knowledge, and reflect critically on learning. 

Data indicates the percent of students At/Above Goal 
 2012 2013 2014 2015 

SS Gr. 8 Critical Stance (2) 85% 83% 86% 82% 

 
Communication and Collaboration 

 
Students participate effectively in a variety of teams, actively listen and respond to the ideas of others, share 
responsibility for outcomes, articulate ideas clearly when writing and speaking, and use technology tools to 
enhance communication. 

Data indicates the percent of students At/Above Goal 
 2012 2013 2014 2015 

ELA Gr. 7 Discussion & Oral Presentation (2) 90% 89% 90% 93% 
WL Gr. 8 Oral and Written Communication Project (1) 80% 90% 93% 93% 

SS/Tech Gr. 8 Technology Proficiency (1) 88% 91% 88% 96% 
 

Problem Solving and Innovation 
 
Students identify problems, analyze data, ask questions, utilize a variety or resources, think flexibly, make 
connections and seek practical, innovative, and entrepreneurial solutions to complex problems. 

Data indicates percent of students At/Above Goal 
 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Math Gr. 7 Strategic Problem Solving (2) 83% 91% 86% 87% 
ELA Gr. 8 Social Activism Project (1) 86% 89% 95% 92% 

 
 

Self-Direction and Resourcefulness 
 

Students explore interests, take initiative, set goals, demonstrate persistent effort, adapt to change with 
resiliency, and exhibit ethical leadership and responsible citizenship. 

Data indicates percent of students At/Above Goal 
 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Sci Gr. 7 Design an Experiment (1) 90% 92% 94% 98% 
Health Gr. 8 Decision-making and Wellness (2) 57% 93% 92% 93% 

 
Key to performance indicators: 
(1)  Performance Task 
(2)  Report Card Standard 
(3)  Benchmark Performance 
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Positive School Climate Indicators 
 

Student & Parent Survey Data 
 

Student Responses 
Indicator 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

The adults at this school treat 
me with respect. 

86% 83% 90% 

I feel safe when I am at school. 92% 93% 93% 
Adults enforce the rules fairly. 69% 67% 74% 
I feel safe on the bus. 86% 87% 89% 
Students treat each other with 
respect at this school.* 

n/a 65% 61% 

 
Parent Responses 

Indicator 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 
The school is a safe place for 
my child. 

98% 99% 100% 

Teachers at this school care 
about my child. 

93% 95% 98% 

The school promotes 
understanding among 
students from different 
backgrounds. 

98% 94% 95% 

The school’s behavior 
expectations are clearly 
communicated.* 

n/a 97% 96% 

Students are nice to each other 
at this school.* 

n/a 84% 85% 

 (* = Questions introduced in 2014 survey) 

 
Student Discipline Data 

 

    Numbers of Suspensions 
 09-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 

In-School 7 22 20 4 20 17 
Out-of-
School 

19 18 8 3 5 7 

Total 26 40 28 7 25 24 
 

Number of Different Students Suspended 
 09-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 

In-School 7 14 17 3 17 12 
Out-of-
School 

16 11 8 3 4 7 

 
  


