
This year, the number of students electing to participate in a Capstone 

Course has grown significantly.  We now have 133 students enrolled in one of 

the following courses: 

The Custom Capstone 

Advanced Journalism 

Education Internship 

Art in the Community 

Historian’s Craft Through Local History 

E-Commerce Entrepreneurship 

Science Research 

Sports, Exercise Science and Wellness 

Performer to Podium 

Engineering Design and Development 

 

Students taking one of these courses have committed themselves to a 

challenging independent learning experience focused on a personal passion 

or a possible career.  The work that students do engages them in every one 

of the thinking and learning skills in Farmington’s Vision of the Graduate.  

Students must produce a proposal, a product, a digital portfolio of their 

experiences and process, a substantive reflective paper and a presentation 

before a faculty panel. 

As greater numbers of students take on the challenges of a self-directed 

Capstone project, we are increasingly aware of the thinking skills and learner 

dispositions a student needs in order to be successful at an independent 

level. In addition, we learned from the Cambridge Pre-University course pilot 

that students’ analysis and reasoning skills improve when they are explicitly 

taught how to think critically and how to develop a persuasive argument. Our 

next level of work will include the development of an assured “thinking skills” 

component to our curriculum that will provide a foundation for all students 

to be ready for the intellectual challenges of the Capstone experience. 
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ONGOING PROGRESS 

Instructional Innovation 

FHS students joined teachers 

and administrators in another 

Instructional Rounds 

experience on Friday December 

6, 2013. The student voice in 

this process is highly valued. 

With a focus on student 

engagement in learning, faculty 

and students together deepen 

their understanding of shifting 

roles and responsibilities in the 

classroom. Ideas are generated 

for next steps and shared with 

all faculty.  

Redefine Graduation Standards 

FHS is a founding member of 

the League of Innovative 

Schools in CT along with 

O N G OI NG  PRO G R ES S  

Proposed courses for the 2014-2015 school year include: 

Create & Innovate:  New Pathways in Art & Design 

Psychology Capstone 

American Communities:  The Documentary Experience 

Be the Change:  A Student-driven Approach to Community Action 

Career Pathways:  An Exploration of Professional Skills and 

Opportunities 

Professional Software Design:  From Concept to Application 

Making a Big World Small:  Engaging Students in the Authentic 

Study of Language & Culture. 

 

approximately ten other 

districts. Recently the Gates 

Foundation has taken notice 

of the work this consortium 

of schools has been doing 

relative to Mastery-based 

Learning and is considering 

providing some level of 

funding to support continued 

development of this work in 

local schools. The New 

England Secondary Schools 

Consortium, our umbrella 

organization, recently sent 

state representatives to a 

national conference to 

present our goals and 

progress thus far to the 

Gates Foundation committee. 

At an upcoming meeting we 

will be hearing more about 

the possibilities for 

collaborative funds.   
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