
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
East Farms STEAM Night  
East Farms School hosted their first STEAM Night after receiving a grant from the Farmington 
Public School Foundation.  Miss Connecticut, Bridgit Oei, was in attendance as her platform is 
STEM education for girls.  Community members from Smiths Medical, The Society of Women 
Engineers, UCONN Material Advantage, Mr. Seok-Woo Lee, an East Farms parent, and 
students from the Farmington High School Robotics Team, Women in Business Club and 
members of the Science Olympiad were all on hand to share their expertise. Families 
participated in science, technology, engineering, art, and math activities. Some of these 
included creating liquid nitrogen marshmallows, building catapults, engineering bridges, and 
standing in a the middle of a life-sized bubble.  
 
STEAM education is an integrated approach to learning that encourages students to think more 
broadly about real-world problems.  
 
STEAM education helps students to:  

● question like a scientist 
● design like a technologist 
● build like an engineer 
● create like an artist 
● deduce like a mathematician 

 
Overall, about half the school community attended this special event.  Students, families, 
community members, and teachers thoroughly enjoyed learning through these hands-on 
activities and look forward to participating in this event next year!   

 

ENGAGED LEARNING IN THE 
FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 



French Exchange FHS and WWUES 
On October 26th, a group of seniors from Farmington High Schools visited West Woods to 
share French fairy tales they had recently written. It was a win-win experience for all 
participants! The sixth graders provided the seniors with an authentic audience while our West 
Woods French students practiced their language skills in a fun and engaging way. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hartford Marathon Foundation FitKids in School Final Mile Run 
On October 30th, forty-three fifth and sixth grade students from West Woods Upper Elementary 
School took part in The Hartford Marathon Foundation FitKids In School Final Mile Run at 
Rentschler Field in East Hartford, CT.  Students were invited to go on the trip based on their 
completion of the annual West Woods Summer Fitness Challenge. The HMF FitKids In School 
program challenges children to accumulate mileage towards their personal running goal and 
then run their “Final Mile” together with over 2,000 other teachers and students from across the 
state. The October 30th culminating event showcased self-directed students' -- goal setting, 
training, and determination. Many students completed the distance of a half or full marathon on 
this day!  All finishers received a t-shirt, medal, and snack bag at the completion of the run as a 
celebration of their hard work.  It was a memorable day for all!   
 

  
 



IAR Students - Why Science Phenomenon Happen 
Middle school students began engaged as scientists from the very start of the school year by 
observing and planting corn seeds or building life jackets for action figures. One of the key 
transformations in science instruction with the shift to Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS) is beginning units of study with an anchoring phenomenon. Students start by making 
observations and generating questions about a phenomenon that then guide the instruction that 
follows.  Teachers set up student-centered experiences that provide students the time, space 
and resources to figure out an explanation for the phenomenon. The first NGSS eighth grade 
unit began with the question, “Is a corn seed alive?” prompting students to generate a list of 
criteria for life and then to find evidence of the corn seed exhibiting those criteria. The first 
seventh grade unit began with the question “How and why do life jacket work?”, prompting them 
to wonder why adding more weight to a person helped them to float and to find patterns in 
properties of matter to explain this puzzle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2019 National Merit Scholarship Semifinalist Named 
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation has announced the names of approximately 16,000 
Semifinalists in the 64th annual National Merit Scholarship Program.  These academically 
talented high school seniors have an opportunity to continue in the competition for some 7,500 
National Merit Scholarships worth about $31 million that will be offered next spring. 
 
Congratulations to Farmington High School senior, Pei Chao Zhuo, who has qualified as a 
semifinalist in the 2019 National Merit Scholarship program.  Identified as a result of his 
outstanding performance on the Preliminary SAT, he will now move on in the competition to be 
considered as a finalist.  Finalists will be announced in February.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



National Merit Scholarship Commended Students 
Eleven FHS students have been named Commended Students in the 2019 National Merit 
Scholarship Program.   

They are Alexander Benham, Justin Choung, Kumar Darsh, Jeffrey Duan, Asushka Jami, 
Lakshya Kawatra, Rohit Limaye, Neel Mirani, Lehan Nguyen, Yash Sabarad and Pei Yi 
Zhuo. A Letter of Commendation from the National Merit Scholarship Corporation was 
presented to them. 
 
Of the more than 1.6 million students who took the 2017 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test, 34,000 have been named commended students throughout the 
nation and are being honored for their exceptional academic promise.   
 
Our congratulations to these students who have demonstrated outstanding academic potential 
by their high performance in the extremely competitive National Merit Program. 
 
West District PTO Family Fun Night 
The West District PTO hosted our annual Family Fun Night on Friday, September 28, 2018.  
West District Tigers, alumni, and their families enjoyed a wonderful evening of dancing, playing 
cooperative games, eating good food, and meeting new friends. The event included local food 
trucks, a visit with Roary the West District tiger, and a fourth grade fundraiser. This annual 
tradition is so special and symbolizes the close and caring community that West District 
embodies! 
 
                   
 
 



 
West District PTO 
West District’s first PTO meeting of the year enjoyed a big turnout, with many parents, family 
members, and teachers in attendance.  The Executive Board led the group in developing norms 
and approving a new mission statement for our work.  Superintendent Greider, who attended 
the meeting, talked about Farmington’s mission, vision, and our journey over the past 10 years.  
The PTO will organize several events this year that will provide opportunities for our community 
to come together.  West District is so fortunate to have such a committed and supportive PTO! 
 

 
 
Union School Second Grade Conflict Resolution Unit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second graders have been studying conflict 
resolution in their first Social Studies unit of the 
year. They have learned a lot about how to be 
good friends, how to avoid problems, and how to 



solve problems when they arise. In order to teach others in the school what they have learned, 
students chose modes of presentation to match their topics. Working in groups, students 
created teaching posters for the hallways, tools to help others “de-stress,” skits and puppet 
shows to perform and teach younger children, and written guides.  

 
 

Union School Fourth Grade in the Art Room 
Fourth graders have been creating self-portraits inspired by artist Heather Galler. These works 
of art use color and pattern to show emotion. They are brainstorming favorite and/or meaningful 

places to include in their background. 
These self-portraits are a piece of the 
district’s overall focus on portraiture for 
the select art show this year and will be 
used on the cover of this year’s Union 
School yearbook as well. 
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