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East Farms Math and Art Collaboration in Fourth Grade 
Fourth grade artists really used their heads for this work of art. We welcomed Madame Mindset, 

Mrs. Woelfel our Math Specialist, to the art room and talked about strategies to overcome 

struggles with the tricky multiplication facts. ART TO THE RESCUE! We used the combination 

of math and art in creative tessellations that incorporated the math facts students struggle with 

most. 

 

What is a Tessellation? 

A tessellation is any pattern made of repeating shapes that covers a surface completely without 

overlapping or leaving any gaps. A checkerboard is a tessellation made of squares.  The 

squares meet edge to edge with no gaps and no overlapping areas. The pattern of bricks on a 

wall is also a tessellation made of rectangles. 

 

Making tessellations combines the creativity of an art project with the challenge of problem 

solving in math.  Fourth grade students are so proud of their work.  MATH + ART = 

AWESOME! 
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IAR’s 2018 National Geographic Geography Bee 
The IAR Social Studies Department thanks the 30 students who participated in our school-wide 
Geography Bee on Thursday, January 11.  The top five students from each team participated in 
the School Bee.  Our 2018 school winners are: 
 

 Third Place – Seerat Bath from Team C.  Seerat received a $10.00 gift card to Barnes 
and Noble. 

 

 Second Place – Ethan Roy from Team E.  Ethan received a $15.00 gift card to Barnes 
and Noble.  

 

 First Place – Tyler Grubelich from Team D.  Tyler received a $25.00 gift card to Barnes 
and Noble and is now eligible to compete in the State Geography Bee in April at Central 
Connecticut State University. 

 

Congratulations to all of our winners and a big thank you to all of the students who participated 
in the Bee. 
 

Grade 1 Engineering Project  at  West District School 
As part of the Grade 1 study of geography, students learned how climate affects the way people 
live. Students collaborated in small groups to design and build a house that would be suitable 
for a tropical climate. They tested the houses on a rainy day to see if they stayed dry inside. 
Then students discussed what worked and what they would change to make the houses better. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



NWS Fourth Grade Orchestra Winter Concert 
The Noah Wallace Fourth Grade Orchestra, conducted by Katie Marsan and accompanied by Mrs. Betty 
Kenyon, presented two Winter concerts on January 9th. Our morning concert was held in the gym for all 
students and the evening concert was for family and friends.  Both were an excellent display of the students’ 
hard work, individual responsibility, and persistence. It was wonderful to hear their growth as young musicians 
since the beginning of the school year and their efforts were evident.  
 
The orchestra performed challenging repertoire and displayed their ability to work collaboratively with their 
peers. The program consisted of a variety of musical styles.  Some selections included America, America, the 
Beautiful, Coronation Scene, Rustic Dance, First Scale March and Nutcracker March.  
 
Soloists performed Minut No. 2, The Two Grenadiers, Seitz Concerto No. 5.  
A job well done by our musicians and, as always, a big thank you to all the families for their support that makes 
these events possible! 

 

 


