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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
“Vision of the FPS Graduate” 

 
Farmington Graduates: 

Reaching Global Standards of 
Achievement, Leadership, and Citizenship 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Critical Thinking and Reasoning:  Students access, interpret, analyze, 
and evaluate ideas and information, draw evidence-based conclusions, 
synthesize new learning with prior knowledge and reflect critically on learning.  

 

 Collaboration and Communication:  Students participate effectively in a 
variety of teams, actively listen and respond to the ideas of others, share 
responsibility for outcomes, articulate ideas clearly in multiple formats, and use 
technology tools to enhance communication. 

 

 Problem Solving and Innovation:  Students identify problems; analyze 
data, ask questions; utilize a variety of resources; think flexibly; make 
connections; and seek particle, innovative, and entrepreneurial solutions. 

 

 Self-Direction and Resourcefulness: Students explore interests, take 
initiative, set learning goals, demonstrate persistent effort, adapt to change with 
resiliency, and exhibit ethical leadership and responsible citizenship. 

 

Farmington Public Schools’ Graduates will acquire an 
understanding of the essential knowledge and skills in the core 
academic disciplines and develop the thinking and learning skills 
necessary to meet the challenges of local, national, and global 
citizenship in a rapidly changing world.   
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The Farmington Public Schools are committed to core beliefs that  
guide our work.  These beliefs frame our goals, program development,  
and support systems.  These beliefs focus instruction, curriculum, and 
assessment to ensure that all students achieve at high levels.  Farmington 
communicates its rigorous expectations through its programs and core 
content standards. 

 
Expectations Matter:  Teachers maintain high expectations for all students 
through continual encouragement, specific and timely feedback, tenacity in 
providing targeted support, and through communicating that all students have the 
capacity to meet district standards.  We believe that maintaining high expectations 
leads to higher levels of student achievement.   
 
Effort Matters:  Students in the Farmington Public Schools succeed at high levels 
through their own efforts and the collective efforts of their parents, educators, and 
the community.  It is through students’ own hard work and dedication to the 
pursuit of excellence that they will succeed. We believe that increasing effort leads 
to higher levels of student achievement. 
 
Instruction Matters:  Teachers refine their teaching craft through ongoing study 
and action research, observation of instruction, and collaboration with colleagues.  
Teachers are actively engaged and committed to applying proven instructional 
strategies to reach every student.  All educators demonstrate their commitment to 
instructional and curricular development for the classroom, team, school, and 
district through their leadership in improvement efforts.  We believe that 
improving instruction leads to higher levels of student achievement.   
 
Relationships Matter:  All staff members create and maintain an environment 
that promotes respect, trust, and understanding, and fosters communication and 
problem-solving.  We nurture the whole child and ensure that each student 
receives a new opportunity every day to perform at his/her best. We believe that 
developing caring and supportive relationships between and among educators, 
students, and parents leads to higher levels of student achievement.  
 
Results Matter:  Administrators, teachers, and students measure progress toward 
meeting and exceeding defined standards and goals.  Through the ongoing and 
collaborative analysis of student work and data, we hold students and each other 
accountable for continuous improvement.   We believe that sharing and using 
results to inform our decisions about instruction, resources, curriculum, and 
program development leads to higher levels of student achievement. 
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EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY 
The Farmington Public Schools are committed to the belief that all children are capable of 
attaining high levels of educational achievement in preparation for productive, rewarding lives 
and responsible citizenship. Students will reach this goal through their own diligence and effort, 
and through a school and school district learning climate that responds to individual student 
academic needs, a curriculum that challenges, adequate resources, and skilled, professional 
instruction. Furthermore, a belief in social equality underlies Farmington's commitment to 
providing a high quality of education for all students.  Policy 0000(a) 

     

The MISSION of the FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

The mission of the Farmington Public Schools is to enable all students to achieve academic and 
personal excellence, exhibit persistent effort and live as resourceful, inquiring, and contributing 
global citizens.  

 

SCHOOL DISTRICT FIVE YEAR GOALS 2010-2015 
 

1.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in critical thinking and 
reasoning and meet rigorous core academic content* standards by actively accessing, 
interpreting, analyzing, and evaluating ideas and information, drawing evidenced-based 
conclusions, synthesizing new learning with prior knowledge and reflecting critically on 
learning experiences and processes.   

  
2.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in communication and 

collaboration and meet rigorous core academic content* standards by articulating 
ideas clearly in multiple formats, listening and responding to new ideas, sharing 
responsibility and participating effectively in a variety of teams, using technology tools 
to enhance communication and valuing the contributions of others. 

 
3.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in problem solving and 

innovation and  meet rigorous core academic content* standards by identifying and 
solving a variety of problems, asking clarifying questions, generating conventional, 
innovative, and entrepreneurial solutions, thinking flexibly and taking initiative. 

 
4.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in self-direction and 

resourcefulness and meet rigorous core academic content* standards by exploring 
interests, setting goals and seeking feedback, demonstrating persistent effort, 
responsibility, citizenship and self-direction, adapting to change with resiliency and 
demonstrating ethical leadership.   

 
*Farmington’s Core Academic Content Areas include English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, 
World Language, Health, Physical Education, Wellness and Music, Fine and Applied Arts. 
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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 CORE ACADEMIC CONTENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 2010-2015:  

 
 

1. All students will meet established English / language arts performance standards by 
demonstrating the skills to read, understand, interpret, discuss and critique diverse 
texts and to communicate effectively through independent and collaborative writing for 
a wide variety of purposes and audiences; and by taking the initiative to explore 
interests and respond to problems through research and reflective and innovative 
thinking, reading and writing. 

2. All students will meet established mathematics performance standards by 
demonstrating problem solving and reasoning skills that advance understanding and 
application of essential mathematical concepts, making mathematical connections to 
their lives and to the world and by using a variety of tools and  representations to 
effectively communicate mathematical thinking. 

3. All students will meet established science performance standards by demonstrating 
the critical thinking, technology and inquiry skills in life, physical and earth sciences 
necessary to understand natural phenomena, to pose and evaluate arguments based on 
evidence, to explore interests, and to make decisions about contemporary issues. 

4. All students will meet established social studies performance standards by 
demonstrating critical thinking, reasoning and research skills applied to the study of 
history, geography, culture, and political and economic systems in order to make 
informed decisions, pose innovative solutions, and meet the challenges of participatory 
citizenship in an increasingly pluralistic society and interdependent world. 

5. All students will meet established world language performance standards by 
demonstrating the linguistic and cultural skills needed to communicate, collaborate, 
innovate, and connect with people of different backgrounds who have different ideas 
and perspectives.   

6. All students will meet established health, physical education, and wellness 
performance standards by demonstrating an understanding of health and wellness 
concepts and acquiring the skills and resourcefulness necessary to develop a personal 
plan to achieve life-long wellness. 

7. All students will meet established music, fine and applied arts performance standards 
by demonstrating an understanding of diverse cultures through the communication 
processes of creating, performing and responding, visual literacy in global arts, 
contemporary media and communication, and creative problem solving in design 
applications.  
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Irving A. Robbins Middle School 

Mission Statement 
 
Irving A. Robbins Middle School seeks to support all students to grow 
intellectually, emotionally, socially, and physically and to reach high levels of 
achievement within a standards-led school.  Students will develop the habits of 
life-long learners and the skills to be responsible, contributing global citizens.  By 
learning with and from caring individuals within a respectful environment, all 
students will achieve skills necessary for success in the 21st century. 
 

 
 

 
Irving A. Robbins Middle School 

Guiding Beliefs 

 Students’ learning is enhanced and their understanding is deepened when 
they have the opportunity to make connections between the curriculum and 
their own lives. 

 Students are supported to become respectful and contributing members of a 
global society when they are part of a caring school community. 

 Students acquire the skills necessary to continue to learn throughout their 
lives when they practice being independent learners. 

 Students’ educational experiences are enriched when teachers collaborate to 
provide meaningful instruction. 

 Students are able to make healthy, responsible choices when the school 
community is committed to supporting the intellectual, social, emotional, and 
physical growth of young adolescents. 
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Teaching & Learning Priority Goal 2012-13 
 

To improve the academic performance of all IAR students, and to support them in achieving the Vision 
of the Farmington Public School Graduate (VoG), through the continued implementation of the 
Farmington Frameworks for Teaching and Learning (FTL).  In particular, we will engage all 
stakeholders in implementing VoG Goal #3: Problem Solving & Innovation and FTL Principle #4: 
Purposeful Engagement. 

 
Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are 

making progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

 
Vision of the FPS Graduate 
Deepen stakeholder 
understanding of the VoG by 
supporting teachers and teams 
in developing, revising and 
sharing lessons and tasks that 
are aligned to and promote 
the VoG, particularly Problem 
Solving and Innovation, and 
provide opportunities for 
students to reflect on their 
own progress toward 
achieving the VoG. 

 

 
 Students will be 

purposefully engaged in 
learning tasks that foster 
their achievement of the 
VoG. 

 Students will self-assess 
their progress in 
achieving the VoG. 
 

 
Professional development 
focused on: 
 developing and evaluating 

lessons and tasks that foster 
Problem Solving and 
Innovation,  

 examining the VoG through 
the lens of Common Core 
State Standards and the FHS 
Capstone program, and  

 examining, revising and 
piloting tasks and rubrics 
aligned to the VoG, 
particularly Problem Solving 
and Innovation. 
 

Ongoing administrator 
messaging to stakeholder groups 
about the VoG, as appropriate. 

 
Student survey indicates we 
must do more to teach students 
about the VoG; students 
provided feedback on how to 
improve in this area.  Students 
also completed baseline self-
assessment of their progress in 
Self-Direction and 
Resourcefulness. 
 

Purposeful Engagement 
Develop a common 
understanding among faculty of 
Purposeful Engagement, and 
deepen teachers’ capacity to 

 
 Teachers and students 

will have a shared 
understanding of the 
Teaching Expectations 

 
Professional development 
focused on: 
 unpacking Purposeful 

Engagement and 
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design and deliver lessons that 
promote Purposeful 
Engagement, by: 

 Sharing examples of high-
quality instruction that 
promotes Purposeful 
Engagement. 

 Aligning EEPD goals and 
plans to focus on 
Purposeful Engagement. 

 Having faculty develop and 
use a Purposeful 
Engagement classroom 
observation tool and 
engage in lesson- and 
feedback-calibration 
activities. 

 Engaging Resource 
Teachers in instructional 
coaching focused on 
Purposeful Engagement. 
 

and Student Learning 
Expectations associated 
with Purposeful 
Engagement.  

 Students will be 
purposefully engaged in 
meaningful learning 
tasks. 

 The annual FTL student 
survey will show an 
increase in Purposeful 
Engagement. 

understanding inquiry-type 
teaching and learning 
through development of 
observation tools that faculty 
used to analyze and evaluate 
lessons and tasks, 

 interdisciplinary lesson 
sharing and make-overs 
focused on inquiry-type 
tasks, 

 reviewing feedback from DLC 
Instructional Rounds which 
focused on Purposeful 
Engagement and inquiry-type 
learning, and 

 participation in Question 
Formulation  Technique 
training (based on Rothstein 
& Santana’s Make Just One 
Change: Teach Students to Ask 
Their Own Questions). 

 
Resource Teachers participate in 
DLC Instructional Rounds 
process and instructional 
coaching focused on Purposeful 
Engagement. 

 
All department goals and EEPD 
plans were strategically aligned 
to Purposeful Engagement and 
Problem-Solving and Innovation. 

 
DataWise 
Deepen Resource Teachers’ 
understanding of the analysis 
and use of student performance 
data to improve instruction by: 
 Reading and discussing 

excerpts from the DataWise 
book. 

 Developing a school-wide 
assessment calendar. 

 Collaboratively developing 
an instructional 
improvement plan based 
on the results of selected 

 
Faculty will use the DataWise 
process in department and 
team meetings to focus and 
drive instruction. 

 
Resources teachers and 
administrators:  
 engaged in DataWise book 

study and professional 
discussions, including review 
of current data collection and 
analysis practices, 

 engaged in an inter- 
disciplinary review of 
assessments aligned to 
Common Core State 
Standards, 

 began to identify and 
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student performance data 
following the DataWise 
model. 

 Having Resource Teachers 
share their new learning 
with teachers in their 
departments. 
 

evaluate assessments  to 
track student writing 
progress across grades and 
disciplines next year, and 

 shared new understanding of 
DataWise with department  
colleagues.  
  

Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) 
Familiarize all faculty with the 
requirements of CCSS and 
Smarter Balanced 
Assessments and its 
implications for all disciplines 
by: 

 Examining the connection 
to the VoG and Purposeful 
Engagement. 

 Sharing CCSS-based 
lessons and tasks and 
examining student work 
across departments. 
 

 
 Teachers will understand 

CCSS and their role and 
responsibility in 
preparing students for 
CCSS. 

 Students will be engaged 
in more tasks aligned to 
CCSS.  

 
Professional development 
focused on: 
 connecting CCSS, the VoG and 

Purposeful Engagement, 
 unpacking and 

understanding the CCSS 
reading standards and 
discussing implications for all 
disciplines, 

 examining model CCSS and 
SBAC assessments, 

 conducting initial analysis of 
curriculum units to evaluate 
alignment with CCSS 
expectations, and 

 administering online math 
and/or literacy SBAC practice 
tests to all faculty members 
to familiarize them with the 
test questions and format and 
to identify implications for 
curriculum, instruction and 
assessment. 
 

Resource Teachers deepened 
their understanding of CCSS 
writing expectations by 
analyzing them against current 
writing assessments. 

    
Parents were updated on CCSS 
through principal’s newsletters, 
presentations to PTAB, and 
revision of Program of Studies. 

 
Students participated in an 
online SBAC-like testing offered 
by State Department of 
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Education (writing test for Gr. 7, 
math test for Gr. 8) to prepare 
them for new testing format.     
 
Select Language Arts, Science 
and Social Studies teachers 
collaborated with West Woods 
teachers to examine 5-8 reading 
and writing tasks and examine 
alignment with CCSS. 

 
Scientific Research-Based 
Interventions (SRBI) 
Continue to refine the SRBI 
process to ensure all IAR 
students achieve at high levels 
by working with teams to: 
 Improve Tier 1 

interventions that focus on 
specific student learning 
needs, and  

 Develop targeted 
assessments to evaluate 
the effectiveness of Tier 1 
interventions. 
 

 
Students will receive 
high-quality tiered 
interventions to address 
their specific learning 
needs. 

 
Teams performed initial and 
ongoing case reviews of 
“students of concern” identified 
through universal screens and 
provided targeted interventions 
in the general education 
classroom.  
 
Reading specialist shared new 
targeted Tier-1 reading and 
vocabulary interventions and 
strategies with faculty.   
 
Enhanced communication 
between teams and reading 
specialists regarding 
interventions and formative 
assessments to evaluate specific 
learning targets. 
 
Gr. 7 Language Arts teachers 
developed new progress 
monitoring reading probes.   
 
Refined Academic Support 
Process to better align with SRBI 
(performance targets and 
progress monitoring). 
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Positive School Climate & Culture Priority Goal 2012-13 
 

To foster a positive school climate and culture, and to develop a sense of community across the 
school and within teams and classrooms, by emphasizing the “3 R’s:  Respect, Responsibility and 
Resilience” for all IAR students. 

 
Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are 

making progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

Positive Behavior 
Interventions & Supports 
(PBIS).  
 Study the PBIS system and 

develop a plan for 
implementation in 2013-14. 

 Raise stakeholder 
awareness and 
understanding of PBIS. 
 

 
Faculty and staff will 
understand PBIS and be 
prepared to implement it in 
2013-14. 

 
PBIS Committee: 
 participated in PBIS and 

School-Wide Information 
System (SWIS) training,  
through the State Education 
Resource Center and visited 
other PBIS schools, 

 developed incident reporting 
form for SWIS data collection 

 developed common school-
wide expectations for 
hallways, cafeteria, buses, 
bathrooms, etc., 

 developed PBIS lessons and 
materials which have been or 
will be piloted in 2013 or 
2013-14, 

 began collection and analysis 
of student behavior data 
through SWIS; results shared 
with faculty, and 

 regularly updated and 
trained faculty and staff on 
PBIS implementation. 

 
Parents advised of progress 
toward PBIS implementation 
through the principal’s 
newsletter and presentations to 
the PTAB. 
 
SERC baseline evaluation of IAR: 
Score of 90% in teaching of 
expectations and overall score of 
75% (score of at least 80% on 
teaching expectations and 
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overall score of 80% indicate full 
implementation of PBIS). 
 

“3 R’s: Respect, Responsibility 
and Resilience” 
 Raise stakeholder 

awareness and 
understanding of positive 
school climate and culture 
and the 3 R’s theme. 

 Align “Roadie” student 
recognition program to 3 R’s 
theme. 
 

 
 Surveys of student, 

faculty and staff will 
show an improvement in 
perceptions of positive 
school climate at IAR. 

 There will be a decrease 
in student discipline 
referrals. 

 
Students learned about the 3 R’s 
through: 
 classroom and advisory 

lessons, team activities, 
school-wide assemblies and 
administrator messages, 

 tighter alignment of Roadie 
program to the 3 R’s theme, 

 foyer bulletin board and 
Roadies “wall of fame,” and 

 3 R’s posters in classrooms, 
 
Parents informed of the 3 R’s 
theme through the principal’s 
newsletters and Open House and 
PTAB presentations. 

 
Advisory 
 Develop new Advisory 

lessons aligned to the Vision 
of the Farmington Graduate 
and promoting the 3 R’s 
theme.  

 Pilot small-group Advisory 
lessons and activities to help 
students feel more 
connected to and invested in 
school. 

 Develop a scope and 
sequence of Advisory 
lessons and activities 
aligned to the VoG and the 3 
R’s theme (summer 2013). 

 

 
 Advisory lessons will be 

delivered with fidelity.  
 Feedback from faculty 

and students will show 
the effectiveness of the 
new Advisory lessons 
and the small-group 
Advisory format. 

 Surveys of student, 
faculty and staff will 
show an improvement in 
perceptions of positive 
school climate at IAR. 

 
“IAR Connect” small-group 
advisory program launched.  All 
students and faculty assigned to 
IAR Connect group.  IAR Connect 
advisories met three times for 
lessons on Respect. 
 
School Climate Committee 
developing series of IAR Connect 
lessons for 2013-14.  
 
Parents informed of IAR Connect 
through principal’s newsletters 
and PTAB presentations. 
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Language Arts/Reading Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal: To improve the literacy of all students through the implementation of the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) for reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language. 
 
Narrative: The CCSS for English/Language Arts were adopted by the State Department of Education 
in July 2010.  Over the past year, teachers have become more familiar with the CCSS as we begin to 
incorporate them into our district reading and writing units of study.  At IAR, we are developing and 
revising curriculum documents to align with CCSS, which will support all students in achieving the 
Vision of the Farmington Pubic Schools Graduate (VoG). 

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #1 

All students will meet established English / language arts performance standards by demonstrating the 
skills to read, understand, interpret, discuss and critique diverse texts and to communicate effectively 
through independent and collaborative writing for a wide variety of purposes and audiences.  They will take 
initiative to explore interests and respond to problems through research and use their literacy skills to 
exercise leadership and responsible citizenship. 

 
Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are 

making progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

Purposeful Engagement 
Build capacity of teachers to 
provide engaging literacy 
instruction.  All teachers 
will: 
1. Encourage students to 

explore personal 
interests by allowing on-
going opportunities to 
choose their own texts for 
reading and topics for 
writing. 

2. Plan or assign authentic 
learning tasks which may 
include multi-media and 
technology. 

3. Stimulate critical and 
creative thinking as 
students engage in reading 
and writing tasks. 

4. Provide opportunities for 
students to develop 
leadership skills by 
encouraging 
independence during 
reading discussions and 

 
 Teachers and students will 

have a shared 
understanding of the 
Teaching Expectations and 
the Student Learning 
Expectations associated 
with Purposeful 
Engagement. 

 Students will be more 
engaged in meaningful 
learning tasks. 

 Students will demonstrate 
mastery of reading and 
writing skills 

 
Students: 
 had more opportunities to 

select own topics for major 
research assignments, 

 utilized a variety of 
technology to enhance oral 
presentations (Prezi, 
PowerPoint, Glogster, and 
Movie Maker) and improve 
research and note-taking 
(Noodletools, databases),  

 had more responsibility and 
accountability for managing 
their writing conferences, 
and 

 engaged in more student-led 
fishbowl-style literature 
discussions. 
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writing conferences. 
 

Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) 
Deepen teachers’ common 
understanding of student 
literacy performance 
expectations of the CCSS and 
Smarter Balanced 
Assessments by: 
1. Examining the connection 

to the VoG and Purposeful 
Engagement, 

2. Sharing CCSS-based 
lessons and tasks and 
examining student work 

3. Provide coherence, 
consistency, and 
continuity in literacy 
instruction and student 
learning within and across 
grades by reviewing, 
revising, and enriching 
reading and writing units 
of study to align to CCSS.  
All units of study will 
include: 
1. Clearly articulated 

standards and 
knowledge and skills 
expectations 

2. Unit overview 
narratives to help 
teachers envision 
teaching and learning 
structures 

3. A menu of teaching 
points that differentiate 
instruction as needed 

4. Common assessments 
to check student 
understanding related 
to essential questions 
 

 
 Teachers will understand 

the CCSS and their role and 
responsibility in preparing 
students for the CCSS. 
 

 Students will be engaged in 
tasks aligned to the CCSS 

 

 
Professional development 
included:  
 reading Pathways to the 

Common Core and 
discussing the implications 
for aligning units of study to 
CCSS, 

 aligning current reading and 
writing units to CCSS,  

 examining sample 
performance tasks, rubrics 
and exemplars aligned to 
CCSS, 

 developing and revising 
lessons and assessments to 
better align to CCSS, and 

 reading and discussing 
excerpts from Write Like 
This: Teaching Real-World 
Writing Through Modeling 
and Mentor Texts 
(Gallagher) and adapting 
strategies for student 
revision of writing. 

Scientific Research-Based 
Interventions (SRBI) 
Continue to develop the 

 
 Teachers will address the 

needs of students through 

 
 Classroom teachers 

provided Tier 1 reading and 
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capacity of teachers to ensure 
that all students achieve high 
standards of literacy by: 
1. Expanding our toolkit of 

strategies for Tier I 
Interventions which focus 
on individual student 
learning needs, 

2. Monitor the progress of 
students receiving the 
targeted instruction 
during grade-level and SOC 
meetings,  

3. Supporting the transfer of 
learning between a Tier II 
or III intervention and 
regular classroom 
teachers 

small-group instruction in a 
Tier I, II, or III setting. 
 

 Students will receive the 
necessary 
instruction/intervention  to 
demonstrate improved 
learning 

writing interventions, and 
engaged in progress 
monitoring of students 
needing additional support. 

 Reading teachers provided 
materials for close reading 
strategies (CCSS) to content-
area teachers to improve 
transfer of skills between 
intervention and the 
classroom. 

 Writing tutor provided on-
going updates to classroom 
teachers about students’ 
progress.  

 Reading teachers provided 
more targeted interventions 
to address students’ specific 
needs. 

 Reading teachers 
administered F&P 
Benchmark Assessment 
throughout the year to 
students receiving Tier II or 
III interventions and 
updated grade-level teams 
on student progress. 

 Increased movement of 
students between Tiers. 
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Math Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal: To improve the mathematics performance of all IAR students and to support them in 
achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public School Graduate (VoG), through a multiple-year 
implementation of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Mathematics and a focus on 
Problem Solving and Innovation of the Vision of the Farmington Graduate (VoG) and the Standards 
for Mathematical Practice from the CCSS. 
 
Narrative:  The CCSSM is changing the rigor and focus of our math program at IAR. The CCSSM is 
closely aligned with the Farmington Frameworks for Teaching and Learning (FTL) and the VoG, and 
the Standards for Mathematical Practice describe ways in which students should engage with 
mathematics in deeper ways as they grow in mathematical maturity and expertise throughout the 
elementary, middle and high school years.  

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #2 

All students will meet established mathematics performance standards by demonstrating problem solving 
and reasoning skills that advance understanding and application of essential mathematical concepts, 
making mathematical connections to their lives and to the world and by using a variety of tools and  
representations to effectively communicate mathematical thinking. 

 
 

 

Implementation Steps 
What will be done? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 
progress? 
 

End-of-Year Report 

Initial Implementation of 
CCSS 
 Teachers will work 

collaboratively as they 
implement the new CCSS-
aligned Geometry Honors 
curriculum in 8th and 9th 
grade.  

 Teachers will work 
collaboratively as they 
implement the CCSS-aligned 
units that were developed 
for Math 7 and Math 8.  

 Instructional materials will 
be developed throughout 
the year that align, to 
support and promote CCSS, 
the FTL  and the VoG 
 

 
 Results of common 

assessments by course 
 Examples of how the new 

Math 7 and 8 units require 
more rigorous learning 
outcomes for students than 
in the past. 

 Students are purposefully 
engaged in learning tasks 
that foster their achievement 
of the VoG and CCSS. 

 
Geometry teachers: 
 collaborated with FHS 

teachers to align the course 
to CCSS and to share lessons 
and resources.   Teachers 
from both schools met to 
examine student work, 
discuss student 
performance, and develop 
common assessments. 

 developed new instructional 
strategies to support student 
achievement by reducing 
scaffolding, strengthening 
use of precise mathematical 
thinking and vocabulary, and 
reinforcing study habits and 
strategies appropriate to 
high school honors-level 
math course work, providing 
opportunities for self-
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reflection and peer editing, 
and requiring students to 
defend their thinking and 
analyze the thinking of 
others. 

 
 Teachers piloted new units 

for Math 7 (Ratios and 
Proportions) and Math 8 
(Pythagorean Theorem) that 
were written last summer to 
align to CCSS.  Teachers 
continued to revise lessons 
designed during the summer 
while they taught the unit. 

 
Long-Term Implementation 
CCSS 
 Continue to develop, 

implement, and revise as 
needed the long-term plan 
to transition to a math 
curriculum fully aligned to 
CCSS 

 
 At least one more IAR math 

course will have a CCSS-
aligned curriculum in 
September 2013 
 

 
 Teachers worked with the 

district Math Vertical Team 
to develop a detailed plan to 
transition all IAR math units 
and courses to CCSS over 
time. 

 Teachers will develop a 
CCSS-aligned curriculum 
map for Pre-Algebra 7 in the 
summer. 

 Teachers reviewed and 
selected CCSS-aligned 
textbooks (Math in Focus) 
for next year. 
 

Standards for Mathematical 
Practice & CCSS 
 Ongoing training for math 

teachers on Standards for 
Mathematical Practice 
(SMPs) and CCSS and its 
connections to the VoG and 
FTL. The department will 
use online training 
resources and will read 
literature on implementing 
CCSS into instruction. 
Teachers will evaluate 
lesson through the lens of 
CCSS, the FTL and VoG.  

 Teachers will understand 
the CCSS and their role and 
responsibility in preparing 
students for CCSS. 

 Students will be engaged in 
more tasks aligned to CCSS 
that foster their 
achievement of the VoG. 

 Examples of how teachers 
are aligning instructional 
practices with CCSS, the 
FTL and VoG. 

 
 Teachers examined the eight 

SMPs sample Smarter 
Balanced math tasks for 
Grades 7 and 8.   

 Teachers analyzed CCSS 
standards and tasks for 
similarity, slope and graphs 
of linear functions through 
the lens of the VoG and the 
FTL, particularly Purposeful 
Engagement.   

 EEPD teams regularly 
discussed and devised 
common instructional 
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strategies to support CCSS, 
the VoG and Purposeful 
Engagement.  

 Teachers reviewed the 
Piedmont Community 
College ed2go online course 
for Singapore Math, Model 
Drawing Grades 1-6 to better 
understand the CCSS 
program introduced in the 
elementary schools this year. 

 Teachers examined a draft 
scoring rubric for the SMP. 

 Teachers participated in a 2-
day Dan Meyer workshop 
about creating meaningful 
inquiry-based math tasks. 

 Teachers increased the level 
of rigor and their 
expectations for students in 
all math courses to prepare 
them for CCSS.   
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Science and Applied Physics & Engineering (APE) Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal: Students will continue to improve their abilities to develop understanding of core science and 
engineering concepts through engagement in the science and engineering practices of the Next 
Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and implementation of the Discovery Education Science Tech 
Book.  
 
Narrative: The recently released Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) include eight science 
and engineering practices intended to promote student-led inquiry. These eight practices will 
support students in attaining the Vision of the Graduate through Problem Solving and Innovation.  
Implementation of Discovery Education Tech Book learning tasks and instructional techniques will 
help to promote Farmington Teaching and Learning Principle #4: Purposeful Engagement, 
particularly through “the use of multimedia and technology tools to enhance learning outcomes. 
 

BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #3 
All students will meet established science performance standards by demonstrating the critical 
thinking, technology and inquiry skills in life, physical and earth sciences necessary to understand 
natural phenomena, to pose and evaluate arguments based on evidence, to explore interests, and 
to make decisions about contemporary issues. 

 
 

Implementation Steps 
What will be done? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 

progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

NGSS and CCSS 
 Complete Vertical team  

audit of NGSS practices  
 

 Embed practices used least 
into current  grade 7-8 
science and APE tasks 

 
 Familiarize all teachers with 

requirements of Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS) 
for reading, writing and 
research and discuss 
implications for science and 
NGSS 

 
 Increased student success on 

common performance tasks 
utilizing NGSS science and 
engineering practices 
 
 

 
Teachers examined draft NGSS 
and analyzed our existing 
science and APE curricula 
against NGSS’s Science and 
Engineering Practices.  Our 
curriculum is closely aligned to 
five of the Practices, and 
somewhat aligned to two more  
Practices.   
 
More work needs to be done to 
ensure curriculum alignment 
to the “Developing and Using 
Models” Practice of NGSS.  To 
begin to address this, teachers 
used more models through 
virtual labs on Discovery 
Education Science Techbook 
and other visual media. 
 
Teachers examined sample 
SBAC assessments and 
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research tasks. 
 
Teachers shared their new 
learning from SERC Science 
Literacy Training on best 
practices to support CCSS. 
 

Problem Solving and 
Innovation/Purposeful 
Engagement 

 
 Teachers will understand 

how to use Discovery 
Education Science Techbook 
to promote Purposeful 
Engagement among students 
(through training sessions 
led by Discovery Education 
staff and focusing on 
assignment builder tools and 
implementation models) 

 
 Collaborative development 

of new multimedia lessons 
that: 

a) Supplement core 
teaching with 
differentiated resources 
from Science Techbook 
to allow students to 
construct their own 
meaning about core 
concepts and explore 
their own interests 

b) Develop student 
abilities to employ 
strategic processes to 
learn from success and 
failure through use of 
immediate feedback on 
formative Techbook 
assignments  

 

 
 
 Increased opportunities for 

students to construct their 
own meaning and explore 
their own interests in 
science 
 

 Increased student success on 
common summative 
assessments 
 

 Increased number of 
students meeting goal on the 
grade 8 Science CMT test 
 
 

 
 

Teachers developed TechBook-
based multimedia lessons and 
assignments, including self-
assessments that give 
immediate feedback, allow for 
re-takes, and suggest media 
resources to review for re-
learning.  Some assignments 
provide content for “flipped” 
classroom instruction.  Sample 
lessons include the density 
virtual lab, a mixtures 
exploration; a skin/muscles/ 
bones exploration; a 
homeostasis exploration, and a 
task about bridges and 
earthquake resistance. 
 
Teachers used the TechBook to 
develop a self-paced Science 
CMT review with immediate 
feedback and re-learning 
opportunities.  Many students 
took CMT Science practice quiz 
on the TechBook more than 
once on their own initiative. 
 
Student achievement on T-1 
assessments of content related 
to TechBook lessons was 
higher than content taught 
without the TechBook. 
 
Many students used the Tech-
Book to research information 
for projects and to satisfy their 
own curiosity about subjects 
not in the current curriculum. 
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Social Studies Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal: All students will be supported to achieve the Vision of the Farmington Public School Graduate 
(VoG) through continued implementation of the Farmington Frameworks for Teaching and 
Learning (FTL).  Students in social studies will deepen their understandings of the United States 
history and government, as well as Asian cultures, by being purposefully engaged in authentic 
learning tasks that require them to hypothesize, analyze, question, and evaluate new ideas, and to 
actively seek answers to their own questions through the research process.  Students will also work 
collaboratively to develop practical and innovative solutions to world problems by thinking 
critically and using reasoning skills.  
 
Narrative: A major focus of the IAR Social Studies Department will be to improve student research 
skills by supporting students to (1) actively seek answers to their own questions, (2) locate, 
evaluate, and synthesize relevant information, and (3) think critically to demonstrate and 
communicate their understanding of social studies content.  Seventh and eighth grade social studies 
students are required to conduct social science research several times a year as part of our 
curriculum assessments and report card standards.  In 2011-12 between 18 to 38 % of our students 
did not meet standard on the last research assessment because they lacked the necessary skills to 
be effective independent researchers.  Becoming better researchers helps to support the VoG as 
well as the FT&L principal of Purposeful Engagement. 

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #4 

All students will meet established social studies performance standards by demonstrating critical 
thinking, reasoning and research skills applied to the study of history, geography, culture, and 
political and economic systems in order to make informed decisions, pose innovative solutions, 
and meet the challenges of participatory citizenship in an increasingly pluralistic society and 
interdependent world. 

 
Implementation Steps 

What will be done? 
Indicators of Success 

How do we know we are making 
progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

Student Research 
Experience 
 Conduct a book study using 

the book Make Just One 
Change – Teach Students 
to Ask Their Own 
Questions by Dan 
Rothstein and Luz Santana 
that will help improve 
instruction related to 
improving students 
questioning skills. 

 Explore new research and 
presentation 
technologies that will help 
to enhance the research 

 
 Students will be more 

effective, self-directed and 
reflective researchers and 
will take more ownership 
for their learning 
throughout the research 
process. 

 

 Teachers read and 
discussed Make Just One 
Change and developed 
lessons and assessments 
around the question-
formulation technique (Q-
Focus) to support inquiry-
type teaching and learning.  
This led to improvement in 
students’ questioning skills 
and understanding of unit 
essential questions.  

 Teachers completed a 
Social Studies Scope and 
Sequence of Research Skills 
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process for students. 
 Developing a Social 

Studies Research Map for 
grades 7 and 8. 

 Revising the current Grade 
8 Paideia research 
experience to better foster 
the VoG. 

for Grades 7 and 8 to better 
define and plan the 
research skills taught at 
each grade level. 
 

CCSS 
Familiarize all department 
teachers with the requirements 
of CCSS/Smarter Balanced 
Assessments by: 
 Analyzing the Common Core 

ELA standards that pertain 
to Social Studies/History for 
our grade levels and 
compare these standards 
with our current common 
assessments. 

 Developing and 
implementing new 
instructional strategies to 
support students in 
becoming better readers of 
difficult informational 
text, in accordance with 
CCSS reading standards. 

 
 Students will have more 

opportunities to engage in 
tasks that align to CCSS. 
 

 
Professional development 
included: 
 analyzing and revising 

current assessments and 
tasks to align to CCSS 
literacy standards and SBAC 
assessment expectations, 

 discussing 5-8 literacy 
instruction across 
disciplines by members of 
the Middle Pathways Ad 
Hoc Literacy Steering 
Committee, 

 presentations about CCSS 
reading and writing 
strategies from the 
Teacher’s College Reading 
in the Content Areas 
seminar, and 

 presentation about 
strategies for reading 
challenging text, which 
were incorporated into 
lessons.  

 
Purposeful Engagement 
Develop a common 
understanding of what 
Purposeful Engagement looks 
like in social studies by: 

 Participating  in 
instructional rounds 
focusing on purposeful 
engagement 

 Aligning EEPD goals and 
plans to focus on 
Purposeful Engagement 

 
 Teachers will improve 

their understanding of 
what Purposeful 
Engagement looks like in 
social studies. 

 Students will be more 
purposefully engaged in 
social studies learning 
tasks. 

 
 Teachers engaged in 

collaborative inquiry of 
Social Studies classes from 
other grade levels with a 
focus on “difficulties 
students demonstrate in 
identifying and synthesizing 
their research when 
answering their research 
questions.” 

 
 Teachers developed lessons 
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centered on the Q-Focus 
technique to enhance 
student inquiry skills.  
Students were able to create 
better questions and had a 
greater interest in finding 
answers to their own 
questions.  Student 
reflections indicated that 
students understood why 
asking their own questions 
was important to improving 
their understanding of 
content. 
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World Language Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal:  All World Language students will be supported to meet or exceed performance standards in 
spoken communication within the target language.  
 
Narrative:  The World Language Department is dedicated to improving students’ oral proficiency in 
the target language.  By focusing on the VoG goal Problem Solving and Innovation and FT&L 
Principle #4, Purposeful Engagement, students will use critical thinking, reasoning and problem-
solving skills in order to develop understanding of the target language.  Students, engaged in 
authentic interpersonal communication tasks, will take risks to make connections, think flexibly,  
and construct meaning of the language as they access and apply their previous knowledge in new 
real-world experiences. 

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #5 

All students will meet established world language performance standards by demonstrating the 
linguistic and cultural skills needed to communicate, collaborate, innovate, and connect with people 
of different backgrounds who have different ideas and perspectives. 

 
Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 

progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

Problem Solving & 
Innovation 
 Teachers will revise or 

develop common 
interpersonal speaking 
assessments and 
appropriate rubrics 
aligned to VoG skills, 
specifically Problem Solving 
and Innovation. 
 
 

 
 

 Students are purposefully 
engaged in learning tasks 
and demonstrating progress 
in developing their Problem 
Solving and Innovation 
skills as they relate to 
spoken communication.  

 Students are self-assessing 
their work against 
performance expectations 
in rubrics. 

 
 
 Teachers developed and 

administered common 
interpersonal speaking 
assessments, analyzed data, 
and planned interventions 
for students to reach the 
speaking goal. 

 Students are aware of 
grading expectations, are 
able to self-assess, and 
know what they need to 
focus on to improve. 

 Teachers piloted a draft 
Grades 5-12 Speaking 
Rubric, which will be 
implemented next year. 
 

Purposeful Engagement 
 Teachers will create 

common interpersonal 
speaking tasks, assessments 
and rubrics that are aligned 
to, support and promote the 

 
 Students are actively 

engaged in learning tasks 
and demonstrating progress 
in developing their 
Purposeful engagement 

 
 Teams have performed peer 

observations and discussed 
strategies for promoting 
more Purposeful 
Engagement. 
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Teaching Expectations and 
Student Learning 
Expectations associated 
with Purposeful 
Engagement.  

 
 Teachers will engage in 

collaborative inquiry 
activities and rounds 
focused on Purposeful 
Engagement. 
 

 Resource teacher will 
perform coaching rounds 
focused on Purposeful 
Engagement. 

skills. 
 Students are self-assessing 

their work against the 
newly developed rubrics. 

 At weekly grade-level 
meetings, teachers will be 
focused on ways to increase 
Purposeful Engagement. 

 Teachers developed and 
administered common 
interpersonal speaking 
assessments, analyzed data, 
and planned interventions 
for students to reach the 
speaking goal. 

 Students are aware of 
grading expectations, are 
able to self-assess, and 
know what they need to 
focus on to improve. 

 Teachers piloted a draft 
Grades 5-12 Speaking 
Rubric, which will be 
implemented next year. 
 

CCSS 
 
 Teachers will examine the 

implications of CCSS on 
World Language instruction. 

 Teachers will support 
student success by 
reinforcing language arts 
and skills of the CCSS. 

 
 

 Students will be engaged in 
tasks that promote skills 
required for success in the 
CCSS. 

 
 Curricula include authentic 

non-fiction readings to 
support CCSS reading 
expectations.  More will be 
done with this when Gr. 7 
French and Gr. 8 curriculum 
maps are revised this 
summer. 
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Technology Goal 2012-2013 
 

Goal:  Students will continue to develop their technology skills in the areas of communication and 
data analysis through a variety of tasks and assessments that are embedded in content area 
curriculum. 
 
Narrative:  By the end of 8th grade, all students will demonstrate an understanding and ability to use 
many different types of technology applications.  With their new Google Accounts students have the 
opportunity to collaborate with their peers and with faculty members in order to creatively solve 
problems and effectively communicate their findings in technology-based assessments and tasks. 

 
Strategic Actions 
What will be done? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 

progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

 Research new technology 
applications and, how they 
can be used with current 
assessments  

 Collaborate with teachers 
and departments to modify 
current assessments to 
allow more flexibility for 
new technologies  

 Integrate Google Accounts 
into student’s learning 
experiences 

 Vary instruction to allow 
students to do more self-
exploration discovery 
learning 

 Compare performance data 
from this year to previous 
years 

 All students in Grs. 7 and 8 
have been introduced to, 
and completed at least one 
project using, the Google 
Drive. 

 All Gr. 8 students have 
completed one video 
project; most have 
completed two. 

 We have researched and 
developed a plan to begin 
introducing students to 
ChromeBooks in 2013-14. 

 Students engaged in an “app 
exploration” to locate and 
evaluate potential Google 
applications that could be 
used in 2013-14. 
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Health & Physical Education Department Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal:  To increase purposeful engagement among all students in their Health and Physical Education 
classes.  In Physical Education, the focus will be on lessons involving skill development, while in 
Health the focus will be on lessons involving core concepts/personal decision making.  
 
Narrative: The department has identified a fluctuation in Purposeful Engagement among students 
as units in both Health and Physical Education change throughout the year.  

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #6 

All students will meet established health, physical education, and wellness performance standards by 
demonstrating an understanding of health and wellness concepts and acquiring the skills and 
resourcefulness necessary to develop a personal plan to achieve life-long wellness. 

 
Implementation Steps 

What will be done? 
Indicators of Success 

How do we know we are making 
progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

Physical Education 
 Students will examine their 

personal levels of 
engagement and assist in 
the development of a Levels 
of Involvement (“LOI”) self-
reflection form then use 
those responses to 
questions related to 
participation in PE classes. 
Students will brainstorm 
ideas relating to improving 
personal engagement. 

 Students will have the 
opportunity to explore their 
interests and different 
approaches to being 
physically active during class 
time. 

 Help students to create a 
plan identifying how to 
increase their personal 
levels of engagement. 

 
 Students have a better 

understanding of their 
personal level of 
engagement. 

 Students write out a detailed 
plan that will identify their 
approach to selecting 
physical activities designed 
to keep their level of 
involvement consistently 
high during PE classes.  

 Students will have been 
reflective about their 
experience in PE classes and 
how it pertains to personal 
involvement. 

  
 Data indicates that 

curriculum changes in PE 
cause changes in 
involvement for 80% of 
students. 

 Team engaged in 
collaborative inquiry 
focused on Purposeful 
Engagement in a physical 
activity setting.  Strong 
evidence was found relative 
to indicators T4g (“Teacher 
acts as coach, facilitator, 
guide…”).  Some evidence 
was found for indicators 
S4b (“Students hypothesis, 
analyze, question…”) as well 
as S4e (“Students think 
critically and use reasoning 
skills…”). 

 Teachers discussed the 
nature of “inquiry” in a 
physical activity setting.  
This will be an important 
area of follow-up in terms of 
understanding the range 
from procedural 
questioning to true inquiry.  
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Health 
 Students will examine their 

personal levels of 
engagement and assist in the 
development of a self-
reflection form. 

 Collect student responses to 
questions related to 
participation in health 
classes.  Students relate their 
involvement in class 
discussions to choices they 
make in their personal lives. 

 Provide students with the 
opportunity to think 
critically and use decision-
making skills to develop 
understanding through 
discussion of topics covered 
in health curriculum.  

 Develop response questions 
for a feedback form to 
provide students the 
opportunity to think 
critically and deepen their 
understanding about how 
their decision making skills 
affects their lives. 
 

 
 Students have a better 

understanding of their 
personal level of 
involvement in Health.  

 Students make deeper 
connections between 
concepts learned in class and 
personal life.  

 Students use reasoning skills 
to reflect on situations 
presented to them that 
involve healthy decision 
making.  

 Students reflect on their 
experience in Health classes 
and how it pertains to their 
personal involvement. 

 The Chemical Education 
units provide several 
opportunities for students 
to better understand health 
topics and how that 
pertains to their personal 
lives.  For T-1 and T-2, 87% 
of students met standard for 
understanding of core 
concepts of tobacco, alcohol, 
and other drugs. 

 For T-1 and T-2 98% of 8th 
graders and 91% of 7th 
graders met standard for 
demonstrating the ability to 
use the decision making 
process to enhance health. 

 Students had more 
opportunities to reflect on 
their experience in Health 
classes and their personal 
involvement. 
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Music Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal: Music students will demonstrate their independent musicianship by improving their skills of 
singing or playing alone while individually sight reading musical notation. 
 
Narrative:  This goal will support students in achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public School 
Graduate (VoG), particularly Problem-Solving and Innovation.  Music students will make 
connections between new information (i.e. notes, rhythms and music) and prior knowledge and 
think more feasibly as musicians.  Innovation opportunities to create melodies also will be extended 
to students.  The department will promote Purposeful Engagement by structuring learning tasks 
that engage students in authentic work of music, namely independent musicianship using multi-
media and technology tools. 

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #7 

All students will meet established music, fine and applied arts performance standards by 
demonstrating an understanding of diverse cultures through the communication processes of 
creating, performing and responding, visual literacy in global arts, contemporary media and 
communication, and creative problem solving in design applications. 

 
Implementation Steps 

What will be done? 
Indicators of Success 

How do we know we are making 
progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

Vision of the Graduate 
Deepen student’s 
understanding of the VoG by 
having them reflect on their 
attainment of the VoG within 
the discipline of music. 

 
Students will reflect on their 
progress in achieving the VoG 
in the area of music. 

 
Students became more 
independent musicians by 
improving their sight reading 
skills through: 
 classroom instruction and 

practice, 
 note recognition drills, 

rhythm reading exercises, 
and timed drills, 

 self-assessment of musical 
growth, and 

 use of programs such as 
Music Maestro and 
emusictheory.com 

 
Purposeful Engagement 
Develop lessons to deepen the 
teachers’ and students’ 
understanding of Purposeful 
Engagement in the classroom.  

 Engage students in sight 
reading activities through 
the use of multi-media 

 Teachers and students will 
have a shared 
understanding of Purposeful 
Engagement and how it 
relates to independent 
musicianship through sight 
reading. 

 Students will demonstrate 

 Teachers and students 
analyzed areas of 
performance and developed 
strategies to improve 
technique, practice and 
independent musicianship 
through sight reading. 
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and technology tools. 
 Teachers will analyze 

data and develop 
strategies based the FTL to 
promote Purposeful 
Engagement in 
independent musicianship 

 Teachers and students will 
identify strengthens and 
weaknesses of sight 
reading and brainstorm 
solutions to promote more 
independent musicianship.  

 
 

Purposeful Engagement 
performing independently 
with their instrument or 
voice. 

 Students will improve their 
sight reading fostering their 
independent musicianship 
with problem-solving skills.  

 Students are self -assessing 
musical growth and as they 
progress in achieving the 
VoG. 

 Teachers are providing 
support and adjusting 
instruction as needed to 
assist all students in 
achieving the VoG.  

 

Students demonstrated 
Purposeful Engagement skills 
through: 
 analyzing, questioning and 

evaluating individual and 
ensemble performance. 

 playing together, analyzing 
their performance and 
suggesting improvements, 
and 

 creating and sharing 
original melodies for their 
instruments and critiquing 
each other’s work. 
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Art Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal:  All students will improve their creative problem solving skills by applying and transferring 
their knowledge of the elements of art and principles of design (learned K-6) to new open-ended 
design problems in new media (digital art), or 2-or-3-dimensional art. 
 
Narrative:  Growth in creative problem solving skills will address the VoG skills of Problem Solving 
and Innovation.  Students will learn to become more independent with open-ended design problems 
that require them to develop individual goals and look for multiple solutions.  They also will discuss 
their work, their thinking process and their final results in peer critiques which supports them in 
achieving Common Core State Standards (CCSS) by having them write and speak about their work 
and the work of others, and grounding their statements in visual evidence.  This goal also promotes 
Purposeful Engagement as students actively seek answers to their own questions, explore their 
interests, think creatively and use problem solving skills to develop innovative ideas.   

 
BoE Core Academic Performance Standard #7 

All students will meet established music, fine and applied arts performance standards by demonstrating 
an understanding of diverse cultures through the communication processes of creating, performing and 
responding, visual literacy in global arts, contemporary media and communication, and creative problem 
solving in design applications. 

 
Implementation Steps 
What will be done? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 
progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

Vision of the Graduate 
 We will develop EQs that 

focus on challenging design 
problems and will develop 
or revise tasks that require 
students to show their 
Problem Solving and 
Innovation Skills at a deep 
level. 

 We will analyze student 
work to understand student 
growth in creative 
problem solving 

 We will compare our 
student growth with student 
work at both WWUES and 
FHS in order to align our 
curriculum in grades 5-9 

 Student gains in 
independence and creative 
solutions to problems  

 Collaboratively examining 
student work 

Teachers: 
 revised EQs to focus on 

challenging design 
problems, 

 collaborated with 
colleagues at WWUES and 
FHS to examine student 
work and align curriculum 
across the schools, and 

 provided students more 
time to revise their work 
based on reflections and 
critiques. 
 

Students are becoming more 
independent in their 
compositional choices.  Within 
the structure of our 
curriculum, students have 
several design choices they 
may implement.  Skills are 
taught as students explore a 
variety of design options. 
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  Students will gain fluency in 
speaking about art using 
the vocabulary of artists. 
 

 Students will be able to 
discuss their thinking and 
creative processes and 
reason and argue 
respectfully with one 
another based on visual 
evidence. 

Teachers integrated many 
types of informal critiques into 
their classroom practice.  
Student to teacher (one-to-one) 
critiques take place once or 
twice during each class. 
Students also offer feedback to 
each other as the project is 
underway.  Whole-class 
critiques take place at the end 
of major assessments, once or 
twice a trimester. 

 
Based on anecdotal data, 
informal critiques, and whole-
school critiques, students are 
more comfortable speaking 
about the elements of art and 
principles of design as a result 
of open-ended design 
problems.  Teachers need to 
formalize a written reflection 
protocol at the end of each 
trimester to collect this data 
more concretely. 
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Special Education Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal: To improve the academic performance of students receiving special education services, and to 
support them in achieving the Vision of the Farmington Public School Graduate (VoG), through 
continued implementation of the Farmington Frameworks for Teaching and Learning (FTL) and 
specialized instruction/intervention. In particular, we will implement VoG Goal #3: Problem Solving 
& Innovation and FTL Principle #4: Purposeful Engagement for special education students. 
 
Narrative: In order for our students to achieve and meet Common Core State Standards (CCSS) we 
must address individual leaning needs as specified in each students’ individual education plan (IEP).  

 
Strategic Actions 

What will be done? 
Indicators of Success 

How do we know we are 
making progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

DataWise 
Deepen special education case 
managers’ understanding of 
the analysis of IEP 
performance data to improve 
instruction, by:  

 Reading and discussing 
excerpts from DataWise 

 Forming a Data Team to 
analyze student 
performance data more 
systematically 

 Collaboratively 
developing an 
instructional 
improvement plan based 
on results of selected 
student performance 
data following the 
DataWise model 

 
 

 
 Improved student 

achievement on IEP goals 
and objectives 

 

 
 Special education teachers 

collaborated on a common 
special-education EEPD plan 
to improve the academic 
performance of students 
with executive function and 
attention issues, giving the 
team the opportunity to 
engage in a regular analysis 
of student performance data 
related to the effectiveness 
of interventions provided. 
 

 More of the DataWise 
process will be rolled out to 
the department in 2013-14 
based on the work of IAR 
Resource Teachers. 

 

CCSS  
Familiarizing special education 
case managers with CCSS and 
the implications for special 
education, by: 

 Reading and discussing 
current publications on 
CCSS and Special 
Education 

 Examining CCSS and IEP 

 
 Special Education Case 

Managers will understand 
their role and 
responsibility in preparing 
students for CCSS 

 IEPs for the 2013-14 school 
year will reflect the 
specialized instruction, 
supports, and 

 
Professional development 
activities included: 
 Examining CCSS literacy 

standards and ongoing 
discussions of the 
implications of CCSS for 
special-education students,  

 examining CCSS-related 
resources from the CT State 
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development, 
assessment, and 
instruction, and 

 Evaluating current IEP 
goals and objectives to 
determine if they 
reflect CCSS 

 

accommodations students 
need to make progress in 
meeting CCSS 

Department of Education 
and the Council for 
Exceptional Children, and 

 participating in a webinar 
on CCSS and special 
education. 
 

Teachers began evaluating 
students’ current goals and 
objectives to support CCSS. 
 
Teachers investigated and 
evaluated targeted 
interventions to support 
students in foundational 
reading and writing skills, 
including decoding, encoding, 
written expression and study 
skills, all of which will be 
piloted in 2013-14. 
 

Purposeful Engagement 
Develop a common 
understanding among the 
special education faculty and 
staff of the impact of executive 
function/attention on 
Purposeful Engagement,  and 
deepen our capacity to design 
and implement instructional 
strategies and interventions to 
promote Purposeful 
Engagement, by: 

 Aligning EEPD goals to 
focus of Purposeful 
Engagement  

 Providing 
paraprofessionals 
training in supporting 
students’ engagement in 
learning tasks 

 

 
Students will be more 
purposefully engaged in 
meaningful learning tasks 
 

 
As part of their common EEPD 
plan to support students with 
executive function and 
attention issues, teachers 
studied and implemented the 
Get Ready, Do, Done 
intervention. Teachers 
engaged in research, data 
analysis and collaborative 
inquiry.  All students 
demonstrated improvement in 
engagement as measured by 
the Get Ready, Do, Done 
intervention rubrics, and 
between 55% and 57% of 
students received ratings of 
Excellent or Good in all core 
academic classes for Applying 
Learning Skills  
 
Paraprofessionals were 
trained in working with 
students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders. 
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Library Media Center Goal 2012-13 
 

Goal:  The I.A.R. Library will support students in developing their critical thinking, and problem-
solving skills, and in acquiring the skills necessary to do meaningful research both during I.A.R.’s 
assured research, experiences and when pursuing their own interests through reading for pleasure 
and information. 
 
Narrative:  The I.A.R. Library Media Center will continue to collaborate with the various 
departments, especially Language Arts, Reading, Special Education, and Social Studies, to achieve 
their goals. 

 
Implementation Steps 
What will be done? 

Indicators of Success 
How do we know we are making 
progress? 

End-of-Year Report 

 Collaboration with 
departments to analyze 
assured research 
experiences in Grs. 7 and 8 
in order to align them more 
closely with the Vision of 
the Farmington Graduate 
(VoG). 

 Continue to work with 
Farmington school 
librarians on analysis and 
improvement of the 5-12 
research sequence in light 
of the VoG. 

 Students will be 
purposefully engaged in 
their research tasks that 
foster the VoG. 

 Students self-assess their 
progress. 

 

 Collaboration focused on 
research skills and inquiry 
as they relate to the VoG. 

 Gr. 5-12 librarians met 
regularly to discuss ways to 
improve the sequence and 
increasing rigor of the 
research assignments from 
WWUES to IAR to FHS.  

 Collaboration with Language 
Arts and Social Studies 
teachers to refine the 
inquiry process and 
improve students’ 
research skills. 

 Students will be engaged in 
research assignments that 
demonstrate improved 
student inquiry. 

 Reflections and feedback 
from students and 
teachers/librarian about the 
inquiry/research process 

 Collaboration with Language 
Arts teachers to evaluate 
research assignments and 
deepen student inquiry in 
the Rebels and Unsolved 
Mysteries units. 

 Collaboration with Social 
Studies teachers on the 
2012-13 EEPD focused on 
research skills and 
improving inquiry in 
research assessments. 

 Understand the 
requirements of Common 
Core State Standards 
(CCSS) and the role of the 
librarian in supporting 
students to achieve CCSS. 

 Librarian will have deeper 
understanding of CCSS and 
its implications for the 
library program.  

 Students will be engaged in 
tasks aligned to CCSS. 

 Professional development 
activities included webinars 
(Ebsco and epals.com), 
articles, and researching 
database links to the CCSS 
(eg. Freedom flix and 
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Ebsco), linked nonfiction 
books to fiction books. 
  

 Continued weeding and 
replacement of non-fiction 
collection with books that 
support CCSS.  Librarians 
had previously worked to 
align the existing 
information literacy 
standards with the CCSS. 
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ACADEMIC INDICATORS 
 

GRADE-LEVEL STANDARDS – GRADE 7 
 

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding Grade-Level Standard in Grade Seven 
 

Subject 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Reading 77 86 85 87 82 84 
Writing 75 83 85 86 82 83 

Mathematics 85 84 97 90 88 95 
Science 81 80 92 96 91 93 

Social Studies 95 92 91 92 94 92 
World Language 89 92 91 88 86 89 

 
CONNECTICUT MASTERY TEST – GRADE 7 

 
Percentage of Seventh Grade Students at or Above State Goal 

 
 
 
 
  
 

GRADE-LEVEL STANDARDS – GRADE 8 
 

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding Grade-Level Standard in Grade Eight 
 

Subject 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 
Reading 85 83 82 86 81 81 
Writing 81 78 78 81 78 77 

Mathematics 81 82 80 85 87 86 
Science 79 76 85 85 87 87 

Social Studies 80 83 83 83 83 85 
World Language 84 80 90 85 79 79 
 

CONNECTICUT MASTERY TEST – GRADE 8 
 

Percentage of Eighth Grade Students At or Above State Goal 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 

Test 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Reading 89 88 94 92 93 92 
Writing 81 78 85 81 82 87 

Math 84 87 91 90 89 91 

Test 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Reading 83 88 92 91 94 94 
Writing 87 90 85 89 93 88 

Math 83 87 89 93 91 87 

Science 74 87 87 90 87 80 
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Board of Education 5-Year Goal Indicators 

 
Critical Thinking and Reasoning 

 

Students access, interpret, analyze, and evaluate ideas and information, draw evidence-based conclusions, 

synthesize new learning with prior knowledge, and reflect critically on learning. 

Data indicates the percent of students At/Above Goal 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 

SS Gr. 8 Critical Stance (2) 85% 83%   

 
Communication and Collaboration 

 

Students participate effectively in a variety of teams, actively listen and respond to the ideas of others, share 

responsibility for outcomes, articulate ideas clearly when writing and speaking, and use technology tools to enhance 

communication. 

Data indicates the percent of students At/Above Goal 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 

ELA Gr. 7 Discussion & Oral Presentation (2) 90% 89%   

WL Gr. 8 Oral and Written Communication Project (1) 80% 90%   

SS/Tech Gr. 8 Technology Proficiency (1) 88% 91%   

 

Problem Solving and Innovation 

 

Students identify problems, analyze data, ask questions, utilize a variety or resources, think flexibly, make 

connections and seek practical, innovative, and entrepreneurial solutions to complex problems. 

Data indicates percent of students At/Above Goal 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Math Gr. 7 Strategic Problem Solving (2) 83% 91%   

ELA Gr. 8 Social Activism Project (1) 86% 89%   

 

 

Self-direction and Resourcefulness 

 

Students explore interests, take initiative, set goals, demonstrate persistent effort, adapt to change with resiliency, 

and exhibit ethical leadership and responsible citizenship. 

Data indicates percent of students At/Above Goal 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Sci Gr. 7 Design an Experiment (1) 90% 92%   

Health Gr. 8 Decision-making and Wellness (2) 57% 93%   

 

Key to performance indicators: 
(1)  Performance Task 
(2)  Report Card Standard 
(3)  Benchmark Performance 
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School-Sponsored Community Service Activities & Projects for 2012-13 
 

 Marching Band works with veterans for Memorial Day 

 Hoops for Heart 

 Thanksgiving Basket Drive 

 Season of Giving 

 Meals on Wheels fundraiser 

 Science Courtyard restoration 

 Dodge Ball tournament to support local scholarship foundations 

 Farmington Clean-Up Day 

 Tag sale for the environment 

 Relay for Life teams 

 Recycling programs for inkjet cartridges, cell phones, paper, etc. 

 Science Courtyard clean-up 

 Supplies for the Troops in Afghanistan 

 Sandy Hook School Supply Drive 

 Hot cocoa sale to benefit Sandy Hook Memorial Fund 

 Lollipop sale to support local scholarship 

 Pennies for Patients – Leukemia/Lymphoma Society fundraiser 

 Book Drive for CT Children’s Medical Center  

 Handmade blankets for pet shelter 

 Summer food drive to benefit Farmington Food Pantry 

 Alex Tree Coffeehouse – reforestation fundraiser 

 FrogFest – environmental awareness program for young children 

 Kick for Nick – soccer and athletic supplies drive for children in impoverished countries 

 
 

School-based activities to promote active and responsible citizenship 
 

 Student Council 
 Participation in CT Assoc. of Schools Leadership Conference 
 Unified Basketball 
 Unified Theatre 
 Unified Art 
 Green Team – Numerous activities such as recycling, cleanups, etc. 
 History Day Club 
 Friends Group (typical-peer program in special-needs classroom) 
 Ed Gerety’s “Leadership & Character Development” program 
 From Bystanders-to-Allies training (ADL) 
 “Roadies” recognition promote positive school climate 
 Sign Language Club 
 Mix-It-Up Day 
 Community Service Club 

 

 


