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DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

2011-2012 
 

FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
BOARD OF EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY 

 
The Farmington Public Schools believe that all students are capable of acquiring the 
knowledge, skills and dispositions needed for productive, ethical and responsible 
citizenship in an evolving world community.  As an innovative learning organization, 
the Farmington school district is deeply committed to continuous improvement.   
Thus, collaborative interactions among students, educators, parents, and families 
emphasize the importance of clear expectations, rigorous standards-led curriculum, 
inspired instruction, personal effort and engaged relationships leading to high levels 
of achievement for all learners.  
 

The MISSION of the FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
The mission of the Farmington Public Schools is to enable all students to 
achieve academic and personal excellence, exhibit persistent effort and 

live as resourceful, inquiring and contributing global citizens.  
SCHOOL DISTRICT FIVE-YEAR GOALS 2010-2015 

1.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in critical 
thinking and reasoning and meet rigorous core academic 
content* standards by accessing, interpreting, analyzing, and 
evaluating ideas and information, drawing evidence-based 
conclusions, synthesizing new learning with prior knowledge and 
reflecting critically on learning.    

2.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in 
collaboration and communication and meet rigorous core 
academic content* standards by participating effectively in a 
variety of teams, actively listening and responding to the ideas of 
others, sharing responsibility for outcomes, articulating ideas 
clearly in multiple formats and using technology tools to enhance 
communication. 

3.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in problem 
solving and innovation and meet rigorous core academic content* 
standards by recognizing problems, analyzing data, asking 
questions, utilizing a variety of resources, thinking flexibly, 
making connections and seeking practical, innovative, and 
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entrepreneurial solutions. 
4.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in self-

direction and resourcefulness and meet rigorous core academic 
content* standards by exploring interests, taking initiative, setting 
learning goals, demonstrating persistent effort, adapting to change 
with resiliency and exhibiting ethical leadership and responsible 
citizenship. 

*Farmington’s Core Academic Content Areas include English/Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, World Language, Health, Physical 
Education, Wellness and Music, Fine and Applied Arts.  

  
FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 CORE ACADEMIC CONTENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
2010-2015:  

 
1. All students will meet established English / language arts 

performance standards by demonstrating the skills to read, 
understand, interpret, discuss and critique diverse texts and to 
communicate effectively through independent and collaborative 
writing for a wide variety of purposes and audiences.  They will 
take initiative to explore interests and respond to problems through 
research and use their literacy skills to exercise leadership and 
responsible citizenship.   

2. All students will meet established mathematics performance 
standards by demonstrating problem solving and reasoning skills 
that advance understanding and application of essential 
mathematical concepts.  They will make mathematical connections 
to their lives and use a variety of tools and representations to 
effectively communicate mathematical thinking. 

3. All students will meet established science performance standards 
by demonstrating the critical thinking, technology and inquiry 
skills in life, physical and earth sciences.  They will examine 
natural phenomena, pose and evaluate arguments based on 
evidence, explore interests and make decisions about 
contemporary issues in science. 

4. All students will meet established social studies performance 
standards by demonstrating critical thinking, reasoning and 
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research skills applied to the study of history, geography, culture, 
and political and economic systems in order to make informed 
decisions, pose innovative solutions, and meet the challenges of 
participatory citizenship in an increasingly pluralistic society and 
interdependent world. 

5. All students will meet established world language performance 
standards by demonstrating the linguistic and cultural skills needed 
to communicate, collaborate and connect with people of different 
experiences and perspectives from around the world.   

6. All students will meet established health, physical education, and 
wellness performance standards by demonstrating self-direction 
and resourcefulness in setting goals, solving problems and seeking 
feedback to develop and maintain a personal plan for life-long 
wellness.    

7. All students will meet established music, fine and applied arts 
performance standards by demonstrating an understanding of the 
problem solving and communication processes of creating, 
performing and responding.  They will acquire an understanding of 
classical and contemporary arts and their impact in diverse 
cultures.  



  Page 5 
   

FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
“Vision of the FPS Graduate” 

 
Farmington Graduates:  

Reaching Global Standards of Achievement,  
Leadership, and Citizenship 

Farmington Public Schools’ Graduates will acquire an understanding 
of the essential knowledge and skills in the core academic disciplines and 
develop the thinking and learning skills necessary to meet the challenges 
of local, national and global citizenship in a rapidly changing world. 

 
Critical Thinking and Reasoning:  Students access, interpret, 

analyze, and evaluate ideas and information, draw evidence-based 
conclusions, synthesize new learning with prior knowledge and 
reflect critically on learning.    

 
Collaboration and Communication: Students participate 

effectively in a variety of teams, actively listen and respond to the 
ideas of others, share responsibility for outcomes, articulate ideas 
clearly in multiple formats and use technology tools to enhance 
communication. 

 
Problem Solving and Innovation: Students recognize problems, 

analyze data, ask questions, utilize a variety of resources, think 
flexibly, make connections and seek practical, innovative and 
entrepreneurial solutions. 

 
Self-Direction and Resourcefulness:  Students explore interests, 

take initiative, set learning goals, demonstrate persistent effort, 
adapt to change with resiliency and exhibit ethical leadership and 
responsible citizenship.  
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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL GOALS 2010-2015 
 

1.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in critical 
thinking and reasoning and meet rigorous core academic content* 
standards by accessing, interpreting, analyzing, and evaluating ideas and 
information, drawing evidence-based conclusions, synthesizing new 
learning with prior knowledge and reflecting critically on learning.  
 
2.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in collaboration 
and communication and meet rigorous core academic content* standards 
by participating effectively in a variety of teams, actively listening and 
responding to the ideas of others, sharing responsibility for outcomes, 
articulating ideas clearly in a multiple formats and using technology tools 
to enhance communication. 
 
3.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in problem 
solving and innovation and meet rigorous core academic content* 
standards by identifying problems, analyzing data, asking questions, 
utilizing a variety of resources, thinking flexibly, making connections 
and seeking practical, innovative, and entrepreneurial solutions. 
 
4.  All students will demonstrate performance standards in self-direction 
and resourcefulness and meet rigorous core academic content* standards 
by exploring interests, taking initiative, setting learning goals, 
demonstrating persistent effort, adapting to change with resiliency and 
exhibiting ethical leadership and responsible citizenship. 
 
*Farmington’s Core Academic Content Areas include English/Language 
Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, World Language, Health, 
Physical Education, Wellness and Music, Fine and Applied Arts.
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DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The mission of the Department of Special Services is to ensure that students who 
require special education will receive specially designed, scientifically based 
instruction, so that they may achieve high standards for achievement and effort. 
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DEPARTMENT GOALS AND INDICATORS 
2011-2012 

 
A. Department of Special Education Math Goal:  All students will make continuous 

progress toward meeting or exceeding Farmington’s grade level standards for math. 
 

Action Plan for Math Goal 
Overview 
The scores on the CMT and CAPT of students with special needs were analyzed. Patterns of 
weakness were identified with specific stands chosen as areas needing intervention.  Students 
will receive scientifically based interventions that are specific to the skills needed within these 
strands, and growth will be monitored on an ongoing basis. 
  
Data Analysis to Inform Instruction and Intervention Planning: 
 

1. Data Analysis:  On August 27th, special education teachers will participate in end of year 
and CMT/CAPT data analysis from the previous grade for all students on their caseload. 

2. Special Education Administrators met on September 7, to become familiar with methods 
of analyzing CMT math strand data with an eye toward identifying overall trends in 
performance. 

3. Protocols for data analysis: During the months of September and October, Building level 
teams will meet 2-3 times with Ted Lindquist to review methods of data analysis and to 
identify 3-4 strands which will be targeted for intervention. 

4. Teams will research and identify scientifically based intervention for targeted areas, 
along with pretests, posttests and progress monitoring tools. 
 

Using Farmington’s Frameworks to Improve Teaching and Learning: 
 

1. Teachers will provide specific, targeted instruction to student’s on identified math strands 
using scientifically based interventions. 

2. Teachers will begin intervention groups during the months of November and December 
and continue them until the CMT and CAPT are administered. 

 
Indicators of Progress 
 

1. Pre and Post test data will be collected and analyzed following completion of the 
intervention groups 

2. Ongoing progress monitoring will be collected weekly and discussed and analyzed at 
weekly team meetings 

3. CMT and CAPT 2012 math strands will be analyzed with individual student scorers 
being compared from the previous years in the targeted areas.   

4. At the end of the year, the teams will conduct an analysis of student performance on 
Farmington standards based measures. 

5. Teams will present analysis of results along with future recommendation to Special 
Education Administrators. 
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B. Department of Special Education Reading Goal:  All students will make continuous 

progress toward meeting or exceeding Farmington’s grade level standards for reading. 
 

Action Plan for Reading Goal 
Overview 
The scores on the CMT and CAPT of students with special needs were analyzed.  Patterns of 
weakness were identified with specific strands chosen as areas needing intervention.  Students 
will receive scientifically based interventions that are specific to the skills needed within these 
strands, and growth will be monitored on an ongoing basis. 
 
Data Analysis to Inform Instruction and Intervention Planning: 
1. Data Analysis:  On September 12th, elementary special education teachers will 
participate in end of year and CMT data analysis from the previous grade for all students on their 
caseload. 
2. Special Education Administrators met on September 7, to become familiar with methods 
of analyzing CMT reading strand data with an eye toward identifying overall trends in 
performance. 
3. Protocols for data analysis: During the months of September and October, elementary 
special education teachers will review data analysis in data teams and choose students with 
similar weaknesses to target for intervention with a Literacy Specialist. 
4. Teams will research and identify scientifically based intervention for targeted areas, 
along with pretests, posttests and progress monitoring tools. 

 
 

Using Farmington’s Frameworks to Improve Teaching and Learning: 
1. Teachers will provide specific, targeted instruction to student’s on identified reading 
strands using scientifically based interventions. 
2. Teachers will begin intervention groups during the months of October and November and 
continue them until the CMT is administered. 
 
Indicators of Progress 
 

1. Pre and Post test data will be collected and analyzed following completion of      the 
intervention groups 

2. Ongoing progress monitoring will be collected monthly through cold reads and 
measurements as well as benchmark assessment data.  This data will be discussed at 
elementary special education teacher team meetings. 

3. CMT and CAPT 2012 reading strands will be analyzed with individual student scorers 
being compared from the previous years in the targeted areas.   

4. At the end of the year, the teams will conduct an analysis of student performance on 
Farmington standards based measures. 
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C. Department of Special Education Writing Goal:  All students will make continuous 
progress toward meeting or exceeding Farmington’s grade level standards for writing. 

 
Action Plan for Writing Goal 

Overview 
A significant number of students who are identified as requiring special education, performed 
within the Basic or Below Basic range on the CMT’s within the Editing and Revising Test. 
Students who struggle in the early grades with basic reading and writing often are not available 
to master the basic skills.  In order for students to improve their performance on this test, they 
need to receive instruction on the discrete skills which they have not yet mastered.   
 
Data Analysis to Inform Instruction and Intervention Planning: 
 

1.  Data Analysis:  On August 27th, special education teachers will participate in end of year 
and CMT/CAPT data analysis from the previous grade for all students on their caseload. 

2 Special Education Administrators met on September 7 with Ted Lindquist, to become 
familiar with methods of analyzing CMT writing strand data with an eye toward 
identifying overall trends in performance. 

3 Protocols for data analysis: During the months of September and October, Building level 
teams will meet 2-3 times with Ted Lindquist to review methods of data analysis and to 
identify 3-4 strands which will be targeted for intervention. 

4 Teams will research and identify scientifically based intervention for targeted areas, 
along with pretests, posttests and progress monitoring tools. 
 

Using Farmington’s Frameworks to Improve Teaching and Learning: 
 

1. Teachers will provide specific, targeted instruction to students on identified writing 
strands (editing and revising) using scientifically based interventions. 

2. Teachers will begin intervention groups during the months of November and December 
and continue them until the CMT and CAPT are administered. 

 
Indicators of Progress 
 

1. Pre and Post test data will be collected and analyzed following completion of the 
intervention groups 

2. Ongoing progress monitoring will be collected weekly and discussed and analyzed at 
weekly team meetings 

3. CMT and CAPT 2012 writing strands will be analyzed with individual student scorers 
being compared from the previous years in the targeted areas.   

4. At the end of the year, the teams will conduct an analysis of student performance on 
Farmington standards based measures. 

5. Teams will present analysis of results along with future recommendation to Special 
Education Administrators. 
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D. Department of Special Education Program Development Goal:   Students who have 

behavioral or emotional challenges will have access to the appropriate academic and 
behavioral supports. 

 
Action Plan for Programming Goal 

Overview 
The school district is committed to seeking out opportunities to provide programming to students 
with significant emotional difficulties within the school district.   The impetus behind this goal is 
to address the needs of these students through appropriate programming and interventions. 
 
Data Analysis to Inform Instruction and Intervention Planning: 
 

1. Data Analysis:  The FHS and IAR special education teams will review data on student 
suspensions, expulsions, and outplacements to obtain information on behavioral patterns. 

2. Current tier I, II, and III interventions will be reviewed and charted. 
3. During the fall of 2011, teams will visit other public school based programs for students 

with emotional challenges to elicit ideas for program development 
 

Using Farmington’s Frameworks to Improve Teaching and Learning: 
 

1. The team will develop a curriculum and programmatic structure for the program in 
consultation with building administrators 

2. The team will pilot the program during the spring of 2012 
  

Indicators of Progress 
 

1. Students in pilot program will have a reduction in behavioral incidents, including 
suspensions, expulsions, and office visits 
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ADDITIONAL DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
 PRIORITIES 

2011-2012 
 
 
 

1. The ELL Tutors will pilot a new support program in conjunction with the regular reading 
curriculum in Farmington based on identified needs determined from the LAS Links 
assessment as well a performance with Farmington Benchmark assessments.  
 
The ELL Literacy Specialists and tutors at Noah Wallace School piloted the “On Our 
Way to English” program.  This curriculum was chosen as it provides a comprehensive 
approach to learning English through the use of themes and content vocabulary.  The 
initial feedback received from the literacy specialists was that the ELL Tutors felt the 
students responded well to the curriculum in the areas of oral language, reading and 
writing, and that it offered a more comprehensive approach to English acquisition.  The 
data from the LAS assessment will be analyzed when released in the fall.  The overall 
data will be compared to English acquisition rates from the previous year in order to 
assess improvement.  ELL students were given the district writing prompt at the end of 
the first marking period and at the end of the school year.  There was a significant 
increase in the number of ELL students who met goals on in writing in both grades two 
and four, with significant growth occurring in grade three.  These preliminary results are 
encouraging.  Once the LAS data is available in the fall, results can be compared to 
previous years.   
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2. The Farmington Collaborative Preschool will analyze the kindergarten readiness of last 

year’s preschool students by initial kindergarten assessments and interviewing 
kindergarten teachers as to the skills necessary for success in Farmington kindergarten. 
 

 
The preschool teachers interviewed kindergarten teachers and reviewed writing assessments 
given at the end of the first marking period.  Overall, the results of the data indicated that 
kindergarten students who attended preschool performed better on the beginning of the year 
Letter Identification Assessment than students who did not.  There was not a statistically 
significant difference between students who attended the Farmington Preschool Program 
and other preschools.  
 
It would be of interest to track this cohort of students over time to see if the gap for children 
who did not attend preschool continues over time.  It would also be of interest to further 
delve into more specific skill sets to compare skills between students who attended the 
Farmington Preschool and other preschools.  This could help guide the district in planning 
for future curriculum development. 
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3. All members of the special services department will focus on ensuring that State indicators 

of compliance are met in the areas of educating students with disabilities (particularly 
those with intellectual disabilities) in the general education environment; meeting all 
special education timelines; ensuring that all aspects of transition planning are met as 
required. 
 
The teams have continued to be diligent regarding adhering to PPT timelines and have 
been in compliance.  Further, the teams have been cognizant of adhering to guidelines 
regarding time with nondisabled peers.  There has been an emphasis on assisting general 
education teachers with modifying curriculum so as to assure that students are able to 
access the curriculum in the general education environment to the maximum extent 
possible.  Next year, there will be an emphasis on the collaboration between special and 
regular education teachers in modifying curriculum. 

 
 
4. Teachers at the high school level will continue to examine issues related to making the 

transition from high school to post-secondary education or vocation relative to 
development of IEP goals/objectives and high school programming for students with 
learning and other disabilities.  There will be facilitated discussions with the special 
education and guidance departments regarding writing meaningful transition goals and 
objectives. 

 
The FHS case managers collaborated with the guidance counselors in assisting all 
seniors with IEPs in their post-secondary planning. Case managers and guidance used 
Naviance software, attended the FHS job fair and FHS college fair with the students, and 
assisted students with completion of college applications. FHS case managers made 
arrangements to visit the Career Center. The case managers took groups of students to 
the Career Center for an introductory tour, exploration of materials, and for a question 
and answer period. Case managers accompanied all of their students. FHS students with 
IEPs maintained a post-secondary portfolio in the Learning Center, adding information 
from fairs, Naviance software, college visits, internet searches, vocational interest 
surveys, and info from the Career Center. 
 
Additionally, the FHS case managers arranged for students to attend school sponsored 
college visits.   All seniors graduating from FHS have a written plan and have met their 
transition goals and objectives. In addition, goals specific to individual students were 
addressed. For example, case managers helped students with college applications, BRS 
forms, job applications. The teachers also assisted in arranging job shadows, and helped 
students find part-time employment. 
All seniors with IEPs who had not met FHS standard in literacy, math, or science 
successfully completed the required senior courses and have met standard with the 
exception of a few students who were waived from meeting the standard per PPT. 
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 Teachers at the high school level will continue to examine issues related to making the 
 transition from high school to post-secondary education or vocation relative to 
 development of IEP goals/objectives and high school programming for students with 
 learning and other disabilities.  There will be facilitated discussions with the special 
 education and guidance departments regarding writing meaningful transition goals and 
  objectives. 

 
5. School social workers and psychologists will review their recommendations for tiered 

interventions in the schools, and plan and begin to implement specific interventions. 
 

 The social workers and psychologists reviewed the interventions currently in place and 
created pyramids.  Groups at NW, WWUES and West District were initiated this year 
using scientifically based interventions.  Although the number of participating students 
was small, there was some evidence of positive outcome.  Generally, the feedback from 
the school social workers and psychologists was that they found using programs verbatim 
could be somewhat limiting, however, overall they saw the benefits of measuring 
outcomes.  It was reported that students seemed to enjoy certain aspects of the programs.  
The next step is to look at long term outcome measurements.  The introduction of PBIS 
into the district next year will serve as a catalyst for the expansion of interventions.  
Further, there will an increased demand for measurable outcomes. The piloted programs 
served as an introduction to the staff in measuring mental health outcomes. 

 
6. Programming needs for students with autism will continue to be improved and developed, 

with an emphasis on programming at West Woods Upper Elementary School and IAR. 
 

 The administrators at IAR spend a significant amount of time collaborating with the 
office of Special Services in reviewing current programming for students with Autism.  
One of the areas of concern is the current lack of scientifically based programming 
specific to students with Autism.  Students have historically been grouped with students 
whose primary disabilities are cognitive or physical in nature.  Progress was made in 
data collection and implementation of specific programs that address the 
social/emotional deficits that are specific to students on the spectrum.  
 
An area of focus this year was in continuing to improve the quality of the programming 
within the SLC.  The SLC developed a brochure which was a useful tool in defining their 
mission and goals and assuring that the two classrooms are aligned.  A relationship with 
the Autism Training Program at St Joseph’s College was initiated.  Two fulltime 
graduate students from St Joseph’s worked in the classrooms.  These students have 
expertise in data collection and DTI which was helpful in developing student plans.  John 
Molteni PhD, chairman of the Autism Program at St Joseph’s conducted a review of the 
program which will assist us in program development for the 2012-2013 school year.  An 
SLC program will need to be in place at WWUES for the 2013-2014 school year.  
Although the possibility of initiating this program for the 2012-2013 was examined it 
would have required transitioning a few students from Union School to WWUES after 
only spending one year in the program. 
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Department of Special Education Math Goal:  All students will make continuous 
progress toward meeting or exceeding Farmington’s grade level standards for math. 

 
 
Results 
 
 

Each of the elementary schools implemented their own interventions in the area of math.  
Specific interventions included “Math Expressions”, “Do the Math’, and “CMT Coach”.  In 
addition to these methodologies, interventions were driven by progress monitoring which was 
based upon daily work and assignments.  In reviewing the data, it is difficult to extrapolate any 
patterns or trends.  Within each school, there is variability from grade to grade in the number of 
students who meet standard.  In comparing schools, there was also variability, with no clear 
patterns evident.  In general, students received interventions in small groups from 2 – 4 times per 
week.   
 
In looking over data from previous years, there is has been significant variability from year to 
year, even when tracking the same cohort.  Having a category of “special education students” 
includes students with a wide range of ability levels.  Looking at specific students and their 
response to specific interventions would be a better way of planning future interventions for 
students.   
 
The Every Day Math program can be challenging for students with disabilities, due to the 
spiraling curriculum.  Students who struggle with mathematical concepts, or who have 
challenges with long term retrieval, often require an alternative teaching approach to assure that 
they learn to mastery.  Hence, students often require pull out interventions using an alternative 
curriculum.  With the new math curriculum being introduced into the district next year, it is 
anticipated that a higher number of students will be able to benefit from regular education 
instruction.  Interventions for students who struggle can be more easily imbedded into the 
curriculum. 
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Students will make continuous progress toward meeting or exceeding Farmington’s 
grade level standards for reading. 
 
 
Reading Comprehension was identified by the elementary special education teams as an area 
that required intervention.  The pre and post tests on the District Reading Comprehension 
assessment was used to measure progress at the elementary level.  The fall and spring DRP 
scores were used to measure progress at WWUES.    
 
Intervention groups were formed based upon student performance on the 2011 CMT’s. The 
“Rise and Shine” CMT preparation program was used as a specific intervention. The 
intervention groups began in January and were held a minimum of twice a week through the 
month of February.   
 
Participants were selected based upon their performance on the 2011 CMT’s in conjunction 
with their performance on district assessments.  The following is the number of participants 
from each elementary school: 
 
Noah Wallace            11 students  
East Farms                 13 students  
West District               8 students 
Union                          3 students   
 
The average score during the pre-assessment was an 11 on the Reading Comprehension 
Assessment in the Fall of 2011.  The average score during the post assessment was a 17 on 
the Spring 2012 Reading Comprehension Assessment.  The largest growth between the pre 
and post assessments was 8 points and the smallest was 4 points. Each students made growth. 
 

School Pre Assessment (Average) Post Assessment (Average) 
Noah Wallace 10 12 
Union 13 15 
West District 13 18 
East Farms 13 18 

 
 

Following receipt of the CMT’s, the performance of the fourth grade students who participated 
in the intervention groups will be compared to their performance from the previous year. This is 
the first year that published CMT materials have been used in specific intervention groups.   
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In order to assess reading progress amongst students identified in special education, progress 
related to their ability to read and comprehend grade level text was also examined.  Students 
were compared by grade across the four elementary schools to gain a better understanding of 
their growth.  According to the data collected, there was an increase in the number of students 
meeting the text level standard at the end of the third term, than there were at the end of the first 
term.  This occurred across all grade levels and throughout all schools.  Although this trend is 
encouraging, the data does not indicate the reasons as to why this improvement occurred.  It 
would be worthwhile to examine data again at the end of the first term to see if students maintain 
this increase into the new school year.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Page 20 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



  Page 21 
   

 
Department of Special Education Writing Goal:  All students will make continuous 
progress toward meeting or exceeding Farmington’s grade level standards for writing. 

 
Writing: 
 
Intervention groups at the elementary level utilize a variety of intervention materials such as the 
Wilson “Fundations” curriculum, “Braidy” grammar websites, along with a variety of other 
materials from text books.  Intervention groups ran throughout the year to address deficits in 
grammar, formulation of cohesive sentences and paragraphs.  Groups consisted of both students 
with special needs along with students who were identified as ELL.  Progress monitoring 
occurred throughout the year through the use of writing samples. 
 
Data was collected at the end of the first grading period, and at the end of the year.  The district 
writing prompt was used to measure progress.  The data indicates that there was some 
variability between schools regarding student progress.  There is some variability between the 
schools regarding the number of students progressing to “meeting standard” by the end of the 
year.  A number of factors may be at play, including the type of intervention used and the 
training of the staff member delivering services.  More importantly, this type of data collection 
does not take in to account the amount of progress individual students have made.  For example, 
a student may have progressed from functioning three years below grade level to one year 
below grade level, and still be considered to have not met goal. 
 
Future work will involve identifying more descriptive ways of reflecting individual growth for 
students who identified as having special needs.  This will enable teachers to view the successes 
that students have, while at the same time helping teachers to continue to focus on areas in need 
of intervention. 
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Students who have behavioral or emotional challenges will have access to the 
appropriate academic and behavioral supports. 
 
At the onset of the school year, school social workers identified the types of mental 
health issues that they were most likely to encounter. Anxiety and depression were 
deemed to be the two most common referral issues. In November, the social workers 
researched scientifically based interventions at SERC and chose the “Coping Cat” 
curriculum as a tier 2, scientifically based interventions to pilot.  This curriculum offers 
students specific instruction on the management of symptoms of anxiety.  Students who 
were selected for the intervention participated in hour long groups which occurred 
weekly over a 6 – 8 week period.  The Anxiety Scale of the Behavior Assessment Scales 
for Children (BASC) for used as a pre and post test measure. 
 
For most of the social workers, this was the first time that they had implemented a 
specific curriculum.  Although there was some trepidation over using a measurable 
curriculum, the overall experience was found to be positive.  In particular, having a 
structure in which to deliver services was found to be helpful assuring that specific 
techniques were taught, and in assessing the efficacy of the interventions. 
 
 
Overall, the students demonstrated a reduction in symptoms of anxiety as based upon 
self-report rating scales.  Of interest will be whether the students will continue to use 
these techniques and experience improvement of symptoms.  The post test will be 
readministered to the students who participated in the groups in the fall.   
 
The Farmington Public Schools were accepted as a participating district with the 
Positive Behavioral intervention System (PBIS).  PBIS provides districts with guidance 
and training on developing specific tiered interventions which target various behavioral 
issues.  Further, this will assist schools in continuing to improve school culture. 
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