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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS ANNOUNCES 

2014 - 2015 TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

 

(For immediate release: Farmington Public Schools-August 20, 2014)  Kathleen C. Greider, 

Superintendent of Schools, and the Farmington Board of Education are proud to announce the 

2014 - 2015 Teacher of the Year for the Farmington Public Schools.  Mr. Carl Shugart, Strings 

Music Teacher at Irving A. Robbins Middle School, has been selected as the 2014 - 2015 

Farmington Teacher of the Year.  Carl has served as a dedicated teacher in the Farmington 

Public Schools for 31 years where he has taught string instruments/orchestra at both Noah 

Wallace School and Irving A. Robbins Middle School.  During his time in Farmington, Carl has 

earned the respect and admiration of his students, his colleagues, school principals and the 

parents of his many students.  Since his arrival in Farmington in 1998, he has been a major force 

in the development of a remarkable district-wide string instrument and orchestra program.   

 

The joy and enthusiasm for music that Mr. Shugart’s students consistently demonstrate from 

daily lessons to a variety of performance opportunities are evidence of the special learning 

culture he fosters.  Mr. Shugart had similar success when he served as the Strings Teacher at 

Noah Wallace School in the years that the district program was still evolving.  Mr. Shugart is 

truly a special educator – a master of pedagogy, a teacher with deep and broad content 

knowledge and skill and the ability to integrate the content in a variety of learning situations. He 

is a passionate, talented, caring, motivating teacher who brings and spreads the joys of making 

music and the joy of life to everyone he encounters.   

 

Superintendent Greider states, “Carl Shugart is an exemplary Strings and Instrumental Music 

Teacher in Farmington. His connection with his students and the joy of music are visible when 

you watch Carl instruct and conduct his students.  His natural talent and love of music create a 

special synergy on stage.  The only word to describe what occurs when Carl is conducting his 

students on stage is magical. I congratulate Carl on this prestigious honor.  He is one of 

Farmington's finest instructors not only because of his talents as a teacher, but also due to his 

relationships with students and the pure joy he brings to his work with students each day.”    

  

On being recognized as Farmington’s Teacher of the Year, Mr. Shugart said, "I am honored to 

represent a school district known for its wealth of extraordinarily talented teachers. Through our 



work across all content areas, Farmington teachers have led the way in preparing students to 

meet the demands of the 21
st
 century.  The results are reflected in the achievement of our 

students. It is my great fortune to work in a community that recognizes the importance of the arts 

and all other areas of learning in developing the critical and creative thinking skills that are 

necessary for success." 

 

Mr. Ted Donahue, Principal of Irving A. Robbins Middle School, states, “Carl is a dedicated and 

talented educator who believes deeply in the boundless potential of his students.  His knowledge, 

skills and passion inspire our strings students to perform at the very highest levels, in many cases 

far beyond what even they thought possible.  We are so fortunate to have Carl as a member of 

the faculty of Irving A. Robbins Middle School”. 

 

Carl and his family are active in community initiatives including serving on the Benton Pond 

Association which is devoted to the environmental health of the lakes and rivers in the area. 

They are also long-time supporters of the Bridge Family Center in West Hartford, Connecticut, 

the American Heart Association, and the Neighborhood Music School scholarship fund. They 

participate in social action projects initiated by Corpus Christi Church in Wethersfield including 

providing meals and clothing for the Immaculate Conception Homeless Shelter. 

 

Carl has been an enthusiastic traveler for over thirty years. His solo and chamber concerts have 

taken him to countries on four continents and his family has travelled many times to the United 

Kingdom, Ireland and Japan. 

 

 

Brief Bio:  

Carl Shugart has been a teacher for over thirty years, serving on the faculties of the Westchester 

Conservatory of Music, The Suzuki Music School of New Haven, and the Hartford 

Conservatory, where he was chairman of the Suzuki string department. He taught chorus and 

general music at Washington Elementary School in West Haven, Connecticut for seven years 

before accepting a position in Farmington, Connecticut as orchestra teacher at Noah Wallace 

Elementary School. He is the founder and director of the Farmington Summer Suzuki String 

Academy which is in its sixteenth year of operation with eighteen teachers and well over 200 

string students each summer. Shugart has been a faculty member of the Neighborhood Music 

School for over twenty years and is currently the orchestra teacher at Irving A. Robbins Middle 

School in Farmington, Connecticut.  

 

 

Mr. Shugart holds degrees in music performance from the University of Tennessee and Florida 

State University and advanced studies at Mannes School of Music and the Juilliard School where 

he studied for six years with Channing Robbins and participated in master classes with Leonard 

Rose. He apprenticed at the Suzuki School for Strings with Louise Behrend and Nellis DeLay 

and continued his Suzuki training with Louise Whear, Kit Brainard, Carol Sykes, and Dr. 

Masaaki Honda. He further enhanced his understanding of teaching as an observer of music 

instruction in Japan. Shugart has been a member of the Charlotte Symphony, the Brooklyn 

Philharmonic and the Brooklyn Chamber Players. He is a former artist-in-residence with the 

North Carolina Department of Cultural Affairs where he gave over two hundred performances 

each year before many varied audiences including countless public schools. 

 


